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SIRROMET 
AD

MIKEHAYES
AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF

THE YEAR 2017 (ASVO)

Visit the Cellar Door to discover the new range of
organic and vegan wines. 

“Intrinsically chiselled by Mother Nature, our wines are
sculptured by wind, rain and sunshine to embed typicity of

style whilst philosophically stimulating the mind with
natural pleasures.” Sirromet Chief  Winemaker

& Director of  Viticulture. 

Sirromet Winery now home to Australian
Winemaker of  the Year 2017, Mike Hayes.

https://www.sirromet.com/
http://www.icon.co


5

On behalf of the Queensland Rugby Union, 
I would like to welcome you to Suncorp 
Stadium for tonight’s Trans-Tasman 
blockbuster between the St.George 
Queensland Reds and the Crusaders.

It doesn’t get much better than this - the 
2021 Australian champions up against this 
year’s Aotearoa champions a decade after 
these two great teams squared off in that 
memorable 2011 Super Rugby Final here in 
Brisbane.

This current Queensland team is aiming 
for a record twelfth-straight win at Suncorp 
Stadium after equalling the previous mark off 
11 set back in 2010/2011 following their Grand 
Final victory over the Brumbies a fortnight 
ago.

Incredibly, our last win against the Crusaders 
was back in 2011 at Suncorp Stadium when 
we won the title, so the stage is set for a 
showdown here tonight.

For the first time since 2019, I would like to 
welcome the Crusaders back to Brisbane, 
as well as their coaching staff and team 
management and I wish them all the best for 
tonight’s game.

Looking to make an impact following their 
last-start loss against the Highlanders, the 
Reds will be bolstered by the return of seven 
Wallabies squad members in their starting 
side for this crunch match.

Taniela Tupou, Lukhan Salakaia-Loto and 
Fraser McReight are back in the XV this 
week, with Liam Wright shifting to blindside 
flanker to accommodate McReight’s return in 
the number-seven jersey.

It’s set to be a memorable night for Wright 
with the co-captain celebrating his 50th 
Super Rugby and Queensland cap on 
Saturday night becoming the fifth Reds 
player this year to bring up the same 
milestone.

Harry Wilson has recovered from a 
concussion suffered in their Super Rugby AU 
Grand Final victory a fortnight ago, as Hunter 
Paisami makes his much-anticipated return 
from injury at inside centre.

Tate McDermott takes his place back at 
scrumhalf, while fresh off his aerobatic 
double in Dunedin, Suliasi Vunivalu will start 
on the right wing.

There are a further six changes to the 
bench with try-scoring machine Alex Mafi 
looking to add to his six-tries this year after 
being named in the 23 as Queensland’s 
replacement hooker.

Feao Fotuaika, Seru Uru, Angus Scott-Young, 
Kalani Thomas and Filipo Daugunu will all 
come-on as finishers after starting against 
the Highlanders in Round 1 last week.

It shapes as an entertaining evening with 
two champion teams going head-to-head for 
Trans-Tasman bragging rights and I thank 
you all for your attendance

Go Reds!

QRU President - Roger Gould

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Roger Gould
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Rhino Australia is your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all your Rugby playing and training needs.
Email sales@rhinoaustralia.comsales@rhinoaustralia.com or call now on 1300 556 1121300 556 112  

Let us provide high quality products for your club or school with huge savings!

www.rhinoaustralia.com

WORLD CLASS BALLS
SCRUM MACHINES
BREAKDOWN BAGS
TACKLE PADS
HIT SHIELDS
PROTECTION
GRIP-TEC
FITNESS TRAINING
FIELD EQUIPMENT
AND SO MUCH MORE...

Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1 15/02/2021   12:10:4315/02/2021   12:10:43

2021 TRANS TASMAN
CORPORATE HOSPITALITY

CORPORATE BOX
$ 175/PERSON

• Open air boxes
• Available in various seating 
• configurations of 8 & 10 in both 

Western & Eastern stands. 
• Access to purchase Wallabies 
• Corporate boxes.

http://rhinoaustralia.com
https://australia.rugby/participate/play/registration-information
https://5050charityraffle.com.au/reds
https://reds.rugby/experience/corporate-hospitality
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BY JIM TUCKER

LUKHAN 
SALAKAIA-LOTO: 

TIME TO TEST AGAINST THE BEST 
WITH THE CRUSADERS IN TOWN

8
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Towering lock Lukhan Salakaia-Loto believes 
facing Kiwi opposition brings out the best in the 
Queensland Reds and tonight is the perfect time 
to show it.

Taking on the champion Crusaders at Suncorp 
Stadium is a match that the entire Queensland 
squad has been looking forward to since Super 
Rugby Trans-Tasman was first unveiled.

The challenge of proving yourself against the 
very best is irresistible.

It is also a resumption of the progress the Reds 
felt they were making against Kiwi sides before 
the COVID-19 pandemic halted Super Rugby in 
its tracks in March last year.

The Reds lost 24-20 to the Crusaders in 
Christchurch in one of the best matches of 2020. 
After woeful goalkicking scuttled the night, 
Thorn said he’d “had enough of noble defeats” 
because four tries-to-three, a classic Henry 
Speight try ignited over 80m and 13 line breaks 
was more than enough in attack to have pulled 
off a grand upset.

Ten days later, the competition was shut down.

“It’s great we get this chance to take on the 
Crusaders again in front of our fans at Suncorp 
Stadium because I think playing the Kiwis brings 
out the best in us,” Salakaia-Loto said.

“I actually prefer playing the New Zealand sides. 
The games are a bit more free-flowing so you are 
getting more touches and more carries.

“It’s awesome to test yourself against the best 
because it makes you a better player.

“You can’t look past Richie Mo’unga, (as the 
dangerman). He’s been a world-class No.10 for 
years. Through their pack with Codie Taylor, Sam 
Whitelock and others, you know it will definitely 
take a team effort and 80 minutes against them.

“That’s definitely not something we are foreign 
to.”

One hard fact of Brad Thorn’s four-season 
reign as Reds coach is a single win over Kiwi 
opposition with the 29-28 win over the Blues in 
Brisbane in 2019.

The 38-34 loss to the Hurricanes in 2018, 
the narrow losses to the Chiefs (19-13) and 
Highlanders (36-31) in 2019 and last year’s 

Christchurch match have all had thrilling 
conclusions that could have gone the other way.

Winning in tight finishes is what the Reds of 2021 
have learnt so tonight’s big contest will be titanic 
if the teams are neck-and-neck with 10 minutes 
to play.

Salakaia-Loto is a young veteran at 24 who has 
been there all the way since Thorn started out as 
Queensland Under-20s coach in 2016.

His thumping tackles, his willing ball-running, 
strong lineout work and general authority have 
all been integral to the Reds’ rise.

The magnitude of what was achieved with the 
pulsating Super Rugby AU triumph over the 
Brumbies in the final hit him on many levels.

On a personal level, it was a confirmation of how 
far he’d come himself from a raw, unfit teenager 
of potential to influential Super Rugby winner.

As part of a champion team, it meant even more.

“It’s hard to put that feeling at full-time into 
words. The look in our faces as players and the 
few tears we shed explained it all,” Salakaia-Loto 
said.

“A few of the boys had been there from the start 
when ‘Thorny’ first came in as coach in 2018.

“He came in when we were really struggling as 
a club. All the hardships and the tough stuff, it 
sucked.

“You look back at it today and you are thankful 
for the lessons and grateful for the hardships for 
shaping us into the players we are.

“Guys like Nela (Taniela Tupou), (Alex) Mafi, 
Mo (Sorovi), Hamish Stewart and Angus (Scott-
Young) know what I’m talking about.

“We developed and Thorny developed 
as a coach too which is something he has 
acknowledged as well.

“There’s a good chemistry and it’s very satisfying 
to see the public getting behind us.”

Turning a poorly-formed club into a very good 
one is invariably a process of a thousand little 
improvements.

Salakaia-Loto is certain of one key element.

“We got in touch with Queensland,” Salakaia-
Loto said.
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Being part of the Reds-to-Regions initiative 
that has scattered Reds players to all corners 
of the state in the 2020 and 2021 pre-seasons 
has been a winner in terms or reconnecting the 
squad to who they represent.

Salakaia-Loto travelled to Townsville last year 
and to a farm in Emerald before this season 
began.

“Going to Emerald is something I never would 
have done. We were on a pretty remote farm 
being involved with robots being built for 
agriculture,” Salakaia-Loto said.

Salakaia-Loto is now a 25-Test Wallaby with a 
hunger to keep improving.

“I definitely think my best footy is still ahead of 
me. I’ve always been told I’ve got good potential 
but it’s up to me to put in the hard work to unlock 
that and bring it to life,” he said.

“There’s still a lot of effort to put in to push my 
case for this season (with the July Tests against 
France approaching).”

We did, so that you can.
Our new identity doesn’t alter our focus on Innovation – enabling us to  
never stop delivering on the promise of change for our customers. 

Find out what that means for you and your business:  
www.fujifilm.com.au/fbau

change.

Proud sponsors of the Queensland Reds

http://www.fujifilm.com.au/fbau


REDS GARAGE
FOR YOUR NEXT VEHICLE PURCHASE

reds.rugby/reds-garage

http://reds.rugby/reds-garage
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=qldreds21


CHEER, 
STAY,Play

SUPER RUGBY TRANS-TASMAN

COME FOR THE EVENT, 
STAY FOR THE DESTINATION

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
TICKETMASTER.COM.AU

SATURDAY 29 MAY, 7:45PM
QUEENSLAND COUNTRY BANK STADIUM

REDS vs CHIEFS

Plan your stay online at townsvillenorthqueensland.com.au

http://townsvillenorthqueensland.com.au
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https://www.xxxx.com.au/agegate/


Proudly Supporting

TO BUY ONLINE, VISIT HARVEYNORMAN.COM.AU  
OR CALL 1300 GO HARVEY (1300 464 278)

Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees. 
*Terms and conditions apply. See a staff member for details. 

Greatness never ends, but evolves

The unseen details in  
high dynamic range
Watch your favourite films and shows in extraordinary 
detail. Quantum HDR 24X is designed to bring to life 
what you might have missed in particularly dark or 
light scenes, and makes them pop in vivid, breath-
taking colour.* 

Quantum Matrix Technology Pro is one giant leap 
towards a truly epic viewing experience. By developing 
proprietary backlights shrunk to 1/40th of their size, 
and introducing a micro layer to focus light from each 
source, Samsung have taken picture quality to a whole 
new level.* You’ll experience exceptional blacks, next 
level detail and superior brightness and contrast, so 
colour that pops off the screen like never before.*1 

Picture quality in a league
of its own with Quantum 
Matrix Technology Pro

Intelligent, brilliant and 
beautiful.
Behind the Neo QLED TV’s awesome picture quality 
and performance is the powerful Neo Quantum 
Processor 4K. It is responsible for a range of key 
features such as colour tone mapping and image 
upscaling, that helps ensure your screen always 
delivers movies and shows in incredible detail for 
a truly brilliant viewing experience.

http://harveynorman.com.au
https://www.stan.com.au/sport


https://www.stan.com.au/sport


DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU

OFFICIAL APPAREL 
SHOP.REDSRUGBY.COM.AU

DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU

OFFICIAL APPAREL 
SHOP.REDSRUGBY.COM.AU

Developed with your ultimate wellbeing in mind.
neurosocks

Cushioned 
Heel Cup

Nuero Haptic 
Technology

2-Zone Support 
System

F IND OUT MORE AT :
mybiowin.com

Utilising proprietary neuro haptic 
technology to assist with pain 
management, improved mobility, 
balance, higher energy, strength, and 
athletic performance.

Collaborating with 2000+ healthcare 
practitioners globally, available in over 
3000 European retail and pharmacy 
outlets.

Helping over 6 million people achieve 
their wellness and performance goals 
with drug free and non-invasive 
technology.

Find out more at mybiowin.com

http://shop.redsrugby.com.au
http://mybiowin.com
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Proud to be the Official Airline of the Queensland Reds 

 

Create a unique charter experience with our comfortable and modern aircraft 

www.allianceairlines.com.au 

COMMUNITY RUGBY 
COLLECTION 

http://allianceairlines.com.au
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COMMUNITY RUGBY 
COLLECTION 
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CRICOS Provider Code 00017B

DO SOCIAL MEDIA 
ALGORITHMS EMPOWER 
OR EXPLOIT US?

APPLY ONLINE
bond.edu.au/transformation-colab

EXPLORE BOND’S RANGE OF TRANSFORMATIONAL DEGREES.
DIGITAL, LEGAL, HEALTH, ENTREPRENEURIAL.

https://bond.edu.au/open-day
https://belbaker.com.au/
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ALLIANCE AIRLINES

comeback?
Ready to make your own

Your local podiatrist.

R u n n e r ’ s
k n e e

P U L L E D
H A M S T R I N G

H E E L  PA I N

T E N N I S  E L B O W

S H I N
S P L I N T S

S H O U L D E R
I N J U R Y

T H U M B
D I S L O C AT I O N

B I C E P
T E N D O N I T I S

S P R A I N E D  A N K L E

We’re here to help local teams return to
sport safely, from head to toe.

myfootdr.com.auallsportsphysio.com.au

https://www.allsportsphysio.com.au/
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HENRY

Game day
celebrations
just got better!
The Queensland Reds have teamed up 
with The Regatta Hotel, Darling & Co, 
Fridays Riverside and Bu�alo Bar to 
reward you for being a loyal fan!

For more information head over to:
darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds

http://darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds
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Creating Exceptional Outcomes

hopgoodganim.com.au
07 3024 0000

Official Legal Partner of the Queensland Rugby Union

AVC
Game day
celebrations
just got better!
The Queensland Reds have teamed up 
with The Regatta Hotel, Darling & Co, 
Fridays Riverside and Bu�alo Bar to 
reward you for being a loyal fan!

For more information head over to:
darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds

http://www.hopgoodganim.com.au
http://darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds
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Choice of vehicle
puts you in

total control.

Select Your Vehicle

Sedan
1-4 Passengers

SUV
1-6 Passengers

MAXI TAXI
1-11 Passengers

Wagon
1-4 Passengers

Get our app. Go your way.

https://www.4bc.com.au/
https://www.oohmedia.com.au/
http://www.riotinto.com
https://book.13cabs.com.au/?rff=1
https://www.vpa.com.au/
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http://www.riotinto.com
https://westpointautos.com.au/
https://www.qscan.com.au/
https://www.vpa.com.au/
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THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS


