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B R E A K D O W NSEASON 2019, ISSUE 8
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with James Slipper kicks off the 
Getting to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus 
Allan Alaalatoa tells us his favourite things and Christian 
Lealiifano reveals his first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Focusing on our Pasifika Round activities and brand-new 
Pasifika Round jersey! Check out the meaning of the new 
kit here!

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Reds to GIO Stadium 
today and take a look ahead at the action on the field as 
well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Reds. Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper Ben Mowen, take a trip back in time to 
2011 and recall the day that France visited the capital in 
1990.

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings.

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS

Good evening and welcome to GIO 
Stadium for our final home game of the 
regular season against the Reds. Although 
we’re delighted to have earned the right 
to host a Quarter-Final here next week 
off the back of a great win against the 
Waratahs, we expect another massive test 
tonight from a tough Reds side.
 
I thought we were very good last week up 
in Sydney, particularly in the first half. We 
played some really positive rugby, direct 
and disciplined when we had to be but 
took our chances out wide when we had 
them which was pleasing.
 
Make no mistake, the ‘Tahs are a quality 
side and we knew they’d give us absolutely 
all they had in that second half with them 
needing a win to save their season, so 
to win there with guys getting quality 
minutes off the bench sets us up for 
tonight’s challenge against the Reds.
 
Queensland are a tough team. Excellent 
set-piece, line speed in defence, individual 

threats in attack and they never give up 
which we saw in their last game against 
the Blues. We took some hard lessons 
away from our game against them up 
in Brisbane, which in many ways has 
contributed to turning our season 
around over the last eight weeks.
 
So again, while we’re happy to have 
secured a finals spot, this is the Reds' 
last game of the year and they’ll be 
right up for it so we will have to match 
the intensity and physicality we know 
they will bring.  

Momentum and confidence are crucial 
at this time of year, and with your 
support, which has played a significant 
part in our run at home, six in a row 
at GIO Stadium, we will look to keep 
improving, starting tonight.

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with James Slipper. Find 
out about how our prop has settled 
into life at the Brumbies and how 
his early life as a highly-promising 
youngster led to a meteoric rise to the 
international scene. 

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us theirs. Today we find out all 
about Wallabies international prop 
Allan Alaalatoa.  

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and Last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill 
the beans. This week we chat to our 
Captain, Christian Lealiifano.  

SOCIAL MEDIA
Find out what some of our stars have 
being doing off the field as we bring 
you up to date with the best of their 
Social Media. 
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SLIPPER FINDS HIS 
HOME IN CANBERRA

He came to Canberra just looking for a 
chance to play rugby, but James Slipper 
seems to have found a home, at the Plus500 
Brumbies. In our series of features for this 
season’s BREAKDOWN, we have chronicled 
the journeys of many Brumbies stars who 
had to constantly prove themselves against 
the doubters when they were younger. 
 
Slipper wasn’t one of them. Growing up in 
the Gold Coast, Slipper was a natural from 
a young age, though it did take him a little 
time to find his right position and give up 
his dream of being a surfer. “I never really 
aspired to be a rugby player, it just kind of 
happened and I just kept making teams 
that I went for and played with friends.” 
Slipper said, in an exclusive interview for, 
BREAKDOWN. “The game always came 
naturally for me, I actually started in the 
backs which is funny and made my way all 
the way up to the front, but I never thought 
I’d be a professional. ”
 

“I played Lock with Rob Simmons at U16’s 
before I was moved into the front row. Honestly 
at the time I wasn’t too pumped about it, but 
it was one of those things, if I wanted to go 
further in rugby the front row was going to be 
where I did it on account of how wide I was 
and how tall I wasn’t. I was too slow to be a 
breakaway and not tall enough to be a lock, so 
I had to adapt but no doubt, I got a touched 
up more than a few times at the start which 
wasn’t fun, but you get better. One thing I’ve 
always liked about the front row is that you 
are in direct competition with your opposition, 
you know you’ve had a good game at the end 
of it. I always liked the physical battle, being 
involved. “
 
That passion for the rough stuff, has been 
evident in Slipper’s first season as a Brumby. 
Any team that signs an 80-cap Wallaby can 
expect a quality player, but even the most 
strident Slipper fans at the club, could not have 
expected the impact he’s had on and off the 
pitch.  Slipper reckons moving to the Brumbies 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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may have brought the best out of himself. 
Life and rugby can be so unpredictable, but 
often the best things that happen come out 
of the worst situations. Slipper’s suspension 
for violating Rugby Australia’s drug policy 
was much publicised, but in the Brumbies 
and Canberra, Slipper seems to have found 
a home.
 
“I’ve only been here a short time, but I 
already feel like I’ve improved my rugby, on 
and off the field,” Slipper explained. “I was 
nervous. Some part of me was very excited 
too. It was a change that probably needed 
to happen. There was a fair bit going on up 
North, so I just had a one to one chat with 
Dan and that was enough for me. I was really 
impressed with how he saw the game and 
how he wanted to implement his rugby and I 
knew I’d fit in to what he was doing. I always 
knew the program was strong. Canberra 
works for the club too. Small city, country 
town and a lot of the guys aren’t from here, 
so we spend time together.
“I was surprised with how tight-knit the whole 
club was. Top to bottom, from the offices to 
the high-performance, academy. It’s a small 
organisation but one which clearly works. 
Being around the boys here, and Canberra, 
I mean the city is a bit quiet, but I enjoy it 
so I’m really looking forward to finishing this 
season off strong then kicking on next year.”
 
Slipper’s play, coming off the suspension has 
been nothing short of remarkable, forming 
perhaps the best Loosehead double punch 
in world club rugby with Scott Sio. You could 
see how two top-class players in one position 
may bump heads, but the opposite has been 
true for Slipper and Sio. 
 
“Well, we’re both front rowers so we need 
the rest anyway,” Slipper joked. “I’ve known 
Scotty for a long time. Obviously, we’ve 

been fighting for that starting role with the 
Wallabies for a while but he’s a world class 
player, so I think we respect each other so 
working with each other is easy.  We both get 
minutes, and we both think team first and 
want to win.”
 
The former Queensland captain knows what 
winning looks like too. Slipper won a Super 
Rugby title in his first full season with the 
Reds, well, his first season as a starter at 
least.  Few have more intriguing journeys to 
stardom than Slipper. We already touched 
on his switch to prop above, but what we 
didn’t mention is that less than four years 
after making the move up to the front of the 
scrum, Slipper was making his Wallaby debut. 
In 2009, he won Australian U20 Player of the 
Year. In February 2010 he made his Reds 
debut then in June of that year, he became a 
Wallaby. Reflecting on his professional start, 
Slipper smiles, saying he was simply too 
young and excited to be worried about his 
meteoric rise. 
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“I made my Wallaby debut when I was still in 
the Reds Academy, so there was a lot going 
on,” Slipper remembered. “I made my Reds 
debut when I was 20 and Wallabies just 
after my 21st. I was so young and not even 
fully contracted yet, so it was just really fun. 
Obviously, fresh body and no injuries but I 
had absolutely no expectations about it all.  
I had goals but, in my head, they were so 
far down the track, so when they happened 
it was all a bonus. I actually came in to the 
Wallabies squad as a training player just for 
experience, but Benny (Alexander) did his 
knee and I was just next up. It was one of 
those things, lots of blokes went down and 
I had to respond quickly. I never thought of 
it as being tough. Don’t get me wrong I was 
nervous about playing well but at the same 
time, I was just so proud to be representing 
my country and happy to be there.”
 
You might think it was all plain sailing 
for Slipper at that time. It wasn’t. Having 
reached the dizzying heights of Super Rugby, 
the young Slipper was plunged right back 
down to earth. “I played the first round of 
2010, then got dropped for the whole year 
then played the last three. I ended up having 

three Super Rugby caps and like 14 test-caps,” 
Slipper chuckled. “After my debut, like I said I 
got dropped so I went back to play club footy.
 
“I remember, we were playing a trial game out 
in Goondiwindi, which is like five hours West 
of Brisbane. So, I went from playing in Suncorp 
Stadium out to Goondi and I remember the 
field was filled with grasshoppers. Like you run 
and literally 1000’s of grasshoppers are flying 
around, and you think I want to go back to 
Suncorp and lucky I got another shot.”
 
Little did Slipper know how important that 
year would be. In 2011, his career really took 
off. Though he was still learning his craft, 
suddenly the Reds were real contenders.  
Under the tutelage of Ewen McKenzie, Link 
as he’s most affectionately known, Slipper 
flourished and with his own success, came 
team success, something Slipper believes was 
part of McKenzie’s master plan and ultimately 
lead to the Reds first ever Super Rugby title. 
 
“Going into 2011, having played all those 
tests I was much more confident in myself as 
a starter,” Slipper said.  “Ewen had come in I 
think around 2009 and he was happy I was 
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there and put a lot of time in to me as a 
young player and honestly, he made me into 
the player I am today. He was an old school 
coach, he kind of left the drilling and that to 
Jim McKay and Matty Taylor but Link was just 
an amazing player manager. He had genuine 
relationships with all the players and always 
knew the exact button to push. The way he 
got us all to buy in that year in particular. 
That was a special year, it was heaps fun. I 
look back on that year very fondly. I think 
the friendships we had were very special. I’m 
very grateful to have experience that.”
 
Slipper actually missed out on the Semi-Final 
and Final due to injury, the “important ones” 
as he put it. He was fit enough however to 
take his place in Robbie Deans’ Rugby World 
Cup squad. His career has followed this 
four-year block trend that had coincided 
with World Cups. In 2007, Slipper was a 
Schoolboy, getting a pasting at scrum time as 
he adjusted to the dark arts. In 2011, he truly 
became a pro and went to his first World Cup. 
Four years later, he ran out at Twickenham, 
for the Rugby World Cup Final and this year 
hopefully, he’ll be in Japan. Not many get to 
play in three World Cup’s, something that 

isn’t lost on Slipper, though he refused to be 
drawn on whether he’d be on the plane. 
 
“The World Cups in 2011, it was such a 
whirlwind experience. 2015 was much better 
because I had so much more experience, and 
we played better, “ Slipper explained. “The 
day of the final, running out at Twickenham 
was very special. I’m lucky to have played a 
few bog games but that one will always stick 
out. I still look back on it fondly because we 
played better that tournament, only wish we 
had of given the All Blacks our best. But that 
whole tournament was awesome. Actually, 
the way we beat England in the group stage, 
that will stay with me. That game, the way we 
played was the best feeling.
 
“I’d love to go [to the World Cup this year], 
but I don’t like talking about it before it 
happens. I’m always that guy who won’t 
count their chickens before they hatch. I still 
think some of the best footy is in front of 
me. Hopefully get some success here at the 
Brumbies but after that, I don’t have many 
goals past next year.”



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

C H A M P A G N E  B A R
CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Pulled Pork

COFFEE ORDER Flat White

DRINK Coke Zero

SANDWICH FILLING Chicken, Cheese & Mayo

BAND / MUSICIAN Richard Parker

TV SHOW Pokemon

MOVIE White Chicks

BOOK / MAGAZINE Lord of the Rings

VIDEO GAME Fortnite

OTHER SPORT AFL

TRY SCORED First Brumbies Try

GROUND I PLAYED AT Principality Stadium, Cardiff

SPORTS HERO Jonah Lomu

SCHOOL SUBJECT PE

DANCE MOVE Dougie

ITEM OF CLOTHING Muscle Tees

COLOUR Black

SUPERHERO Wonder Woman

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Bahamas

WAY TO RELAX Watch movies with my 
Girlfriend

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies prop Allan Alaalatoa recently told us 

about a few of his favourite things…….

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR

RANGE ROVER

CELEBRITY CRUSH
JLO

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
JUSTIN BIEBER

HOLIDAY 
JAPAN

MOVIE WATCHED
CRAZY RICH ASIANS

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
FIFA 19

TRY I SCORED
JAPAN

AWARD WON
BRUMBIES 2016 PLAYER OF THE 

YEAR 

BOOK I READ
DARE TO LEAD

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
DAD / PARENT

MEAL I COOKED
VERY BAD ATTEMPT AT 

SCHNITZEL AND VEGIES!

PARTY I ATTENDED 
NEPHEWS BIRTHDAY PARTY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
PRAYER

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@BRUMBIESRUGBY

MOBILE PHONE
IPHONE 7 PLUS

MY FIRST
CAR

HOLDEN VT COMMODORE

CELEBRITY CRUSH
EVA MENDEZ

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
MICHAEL JACKSON

HOLIDAY 
SAMOA

MOVIE WATCHED
LION KING

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
ALEX THE KID

TRY I SCORED
BLUES IN NEW ZEALAND IN 

2008

AWARD WON
BEST BACK U12 IN 1999

BOOK I READ
MR MEN BOOK

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
TYRE FACTORY

MEAL I COOKED
SWEET & SOUR SAUSAGES & 

RICE

PARTY I ATTENDED 
SCHOOL PARTY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
BRUSH MY TEETH

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@MATTYLUCAS9

MOBILE PHONE
NOKIA 510
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW OUR 

CAPTAIN?
CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO
POSITION: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
BIRTHPLACE: Auckland, New Zealand
HEIGHT: 179cm
WEIGHT: 95kg
SCHOOL: Peter Lalor Secondary 
College, Lalor, VIC
BRUMBY NUMBER: 108
SUPER RUGBY / BRUMBIES DEBUT: 
2008 v Crusaders, Christchurch
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 147
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 937 (20T, 183C, 
155P, 2DG)
ACT CLUB: Tuggeranong Vikings
WALLABY NUMBER: 868
TEST DEBUT: 2013 v British and Irish 
Lions, Brisbane
TEST CAPS: 19; 124 points (1T, 13C, 31P)

Playmaker Christian Lealiifano 

is the next to take part in our 

new series detailing 

‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their life away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the players have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



With more than 33 wineries within 35 minutes of the city, 
Canberra and its region’s wines deliver unique qualities 
derived from an environment like no other in Australia. 

Experience award-winning 
wine in the rolling hills and 
plains just moments away
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MORE THAN A CLUB PASIFIKA ROUND SPECIAL

PASIFIKA ROUND PLAYERS
The Plus500 Brumbies have been 
blessed with a lot of players who 
have cultural and familial ties 
with the Pacific Islands. Check 
out our list right here!

PASIFIKA ROUND EVENTS 
What’s on and where tonight 
around the Stadium precinct? 
Find out what Pasifika Round 
events we have in store for you!

PASIFIKA ROUND JERSEY  
Notice the jersey that the team is 
running around in today? That’s 
our Pasifika Kit and here’s the 
story and meanings behind the 
symbols used. 

18

20

22
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PLAYER NO PLAYER HERITAGE 

46 TANIVULA, ILIESA Fiji

56 SAMO, RADIKE Fiji

81 TAWAKE, JONE Fiji

126 YANUYANUTAWA, JERRY Fiji

134 SPEIGHT, HENRY Fiji

150 KURIDRANI, TEVITA Fiji

199 ROB VALETINI Fiji

200 ISI NAISARANI Fiji

38 PAUL, JEREMY Maori

69 HORUA, TAMAITI Maori

106 EDMONDS, HUIA Maori

130 KARAURIA-HENRY, BRACKIN Maori

157 SMILER, JORDAN Maori

160 BUTLER, JARRAD Maori

165 WHETTON, JACK Maori

172 ARNOLD, RORY Maori

183 ABEL, ROBBIE Maori

188 WHARENUI HAWERA Maori

192 ISAAC THOMPSON Maori

198 RICHIE ARNOLD Maori

217 JAHROME BROWN Maori

43 GORDON, FALCON Maori

201 CHANCE PENI Maori, Cook Island

86 VERATAU, HENARI Papua New Guiea

180 TOUA, AIDAN Papua New Guiea

48 BOND, GRAEME Papua New Guiea

59 TUIAVII, DES Samoa

96 ULUGIA, JOHN Samoa

103 FAINIFO, FRANCIS Samoa

108 LEALIIFANO, CHRISTIAN Samoa

114 TOOMUA, MATT Samoa

151 AUELUA, FOTU Samoa

154 SILIVA, SILIVA Samoa
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PLAYER NO PLAYER HERITAGE 

146 TOMANE, JOE Samoa

169 IONA, RODNEY Samoa

171 ALAALATOA, ALLAN Samoa

177 AH WONG, NIGEL Samoa

181 LEULUA'IALI'I-MAKIN, LES Samoa

196 FAALELEI SIONE Samoa

208 DARCY SWAIN Samoa

211 IRAE SIMONE Samoa

212 PETE SAMU Samoa

219 LEN IKITAU Samoa

136 LEVI, ELVIS Samoa

149 SIO, SCOTT Samoa / Niue

6 FENUKITAU, IPOLITO Tonga

12 VUNIPOLA, ELISI Tonga

25 TAVALEA, TIMOTE Tonga

52 SMITH, GEORGE Tonga

72 GERRARD, MARK Tonga

80 PALAVI, DAVID Tonga

95 FAINGAA, SAIA Tonga

99 MA'AFU, SALESI Tonga

104 FAINGAA, ANTHONY Tonga

109 SMITH, TYRONE Tonga

111 AFEAKI, SANUALIO Tonga

113 TAUMOEPEAU, AFUSIPA Tonga

117 TIMANI, SITALEKI Tonga

119 MAFI, ALFI Tonga

128 FAINGAA, COLBY Tonga

133 VAEA, ITA Tonga

190 LOLO FAKAOSILEA Tonga

203 FOLAU FAINGA'A Tonga

218 VUNIPOLA FIFITA Tonga

174 TALIAULI, LAUSII Tonga / Maori

210 TONI PULU Tonga, Cook Island
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PASIFIKA ROUND – WHAT’S ON
It’s Pasifika Round at GIO Stadium this weekend as we celebrate the culture and heritage 
of the vast number of Brumbies players from that region with our unique Pasifika jersey. 
We also have plenty of Pasifika themed events taking place as well. Here’s your run-down 

of what’s happening.

SIMON ANAU PASIFIKA BAND  
Simon Anau is a Canberra-based soul, funk 
and RnB musician, performing acoustic 
covers and originals. Simon is of Tongan 
heritage and has brought together other 
musicians of Pasifika heritage for this special 
event. After migrating from New Zealand 
at a young age, Simon combined his love 
of old school Motown music with RnB and 
today’s popular hits to create funky, soulful 
tunes. Simon is working on his first EP and 
performs at large events, private functions 
and restaurants around Canberra. Simon’s 
outgoing and upbeat personality enables him 
to engage with intimate and large crowds 
through humour, dance, choreography 
and entertainment. Simon is also a local 
accomplished rugby player having played 
with Royals, Easts and now Gungahlin. 

TUMANAKO CULTURE GROUP
Tumanako is a local Kapa Haka group based 
in Queanbeyan. The Tumanako Culture Group 
comprise Kia Ora Te Whanau Social Club Inc, 
The Australia and New Zealand Maori Culture 
School of Dreams Inc with support from 
Tumanako Maori Performing Arts group ACT/
NSW. The group includes people of all cultural 
backgrounds who come together to learn and 
perform Traditional Maori song and dance. 

The group includes many young people 
beginning their cultural journey. 

DRUMMERS AND CONCH SHELL PLAYERS
The drummers and Conch Shell players 
that will welcome the teams onto the field 
this evening, after entertaining the public 
on the concourse, are from the ACT Pacific 
Island United Council. Their unique sounds 
are traditional to Pasifika culture and 
will provide a wonderful welcome to the 
competing squads. 

FLAG DISPLAY
The flags of the six nations that comprise 
the current Brumbies players’ cultural 
heritage, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, Aotearoa 
(New Zealand), Niue and the Cook Islands 
will be flying on portable poles in the 
tunnel area. They will be held by hand for 
the tunnel itself by players from the West’s 
and Uni North under 18 teams, who played 
the curtain raiser and who come from each 
nation.



EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

EQUIPMENT TO THE

02 6385 3695
info@enforcer.com.au

SCRUMMAGING
EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

Plus500 
BRUMBIES
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The Brumbies Pasifika jersey which the players will be wearing in this evening’s match against 
the Reds, honours the enormous contribution Pasifika cultures and players have made to 
the Brumbies. In 2019 over 50% of Brumbies players have Pasifika heritage representing the 
Maori people of Aotearoa (New Zealand) and the people of Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, Niue and the 

Cook Islands. The cultures of all these peoples are represented on the jersey. 

This unique jersey has been designed by the 2019 Brumbies Pasifika players who all contributed 
to the particular patterns of their cultures. The jersey includes symbols which tell the stories 
of their traditions and heritage; stories which mean a great deal to the players and their 
families. The key themes of each pattern are shown below together with acknowledgement 

of the specific artist and the players who contributed. 

BRUMBIES JERSEY HONOURS THE PASIFIKA CULTURES

MAORI
Artist: Mauhana Eyles
Players: Rory Arnold, Jahrome Brown, 
Wharenui Hawera, Chance Peni, Lausii 
Taliauli
Themes: Hauora (Health/Nutrition/
Strength), Kotahitanga (Unity/As one), 
Manaia (Protection)

SAMOA
Artist: Angelique Sloss
Players: Allan Alaalatoa, Len Ikitau, 
Christian Lealiifano, Les Leuluaialii-Makin, 
Noah Lolesio, Pete Samu, Irae Simone, 
Scott Sio, Darcy Swain
Themes: Pe’a tatau (traditional male 
tattoo). Is a rite of passage, symbol of 
service to Aiga (family) and Matai (chiefs), 
and sign of respect for Fa’a Samoa 
(Samoan culture)

TONGA
Artist: Folau Fainga’a
Players: Folau Fainga’a, Vunipola Fifita, 
Toni Pulu, Lausii Taliauli
Themes: Family, Power, Life, Protection, 
Earth/Sun

FIJI
Artist: Jo Pareti
Players: Tevita Kuridrani, Henry Speight, 
Rob Valetini
Themes: Family, Oval ball shape signifies 
the power of rugby to unite Fijians from all 
backgrounds

NIUE
Artist: Juwan Agaimalo
Players: Scott Sio
Themes: Niuean Uga (giant coconut crab). 
Is a much sought after food source and its 
importance in Niuean culture is indicated by 
its protection by the god, Haliua.

COOK ISLANDS
Artist: Tonez Tangiiti 
Players: Chance Peni, Toni Pulu
Themes: Family/Unity, Fighting Back to 
Back, Leadership, Strength/Courage
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SAMOA FIJI

NIUECOOK ISLANDS

MAORI TONGA



· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V REDS

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the main 
event with our match preview ahead 
of the Super Rugby clash between 
the Plus500 Brumbies and the Reds. 

QUARTER FINAL TICKETING
Important information regarding next 
week’s Finals match in Canberra.

THE ROD MACQUEEN CUP 
The Rod Macqueen Cup is up for 
grabs today as the Brumbies meet 
the Reds.

TODAY’S TEAMS 
Both line-ups and match officials 
for Super Rugby Round 18: Plus500 
Brumbies v Reds.

PASIFIKA ROUND SPECIAL
Our four page special on the history 
of the Pasifika cultures, grabs from 
our players and a complete map of all 
the Islands in the region.
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MATCH PREVIEW: REDS
The Plus500 Brumbies are the Australian 
conference champions and having secured 
a home quarter-final we take on the Reds 
tonight at the Fortress, GIO Stadium. Last 
Saturday’s night’s win over the ‘Tahs sealed 
the Brumbies spot, but there’s still so much 
to play for tonight against the Queenslanders.
 
Building momentum and confidence is crucial 
at this time of year. The Brumbies are peaking 
at the right time, having won five on the 
spin not to mention our incredible six home 
victories in a row so adding a seventh here 
tonight would just be another boost of energy 
heading in to finals.
 
Not that the Brumbies need any extra 
motivation to get up for this derby. In round 
six the Reds humbled the Brumbies at 
Suncorp Stadium, 36-14. It was probably the 
lowest point of the season, but from that 
tough day at the office, came this run the 
Brumbies are on.
 
After that, the Brumbies refocused and 
though they lost to the Crusaders in 
Christchurch, the improvement was there 
and since then the Brumbies have given up 
just one game, a close defeat away to the 

Jaguares, which came after the Brumbies made 
200 tackles against the Stormers. 
 
That’s all to say, the Reds hold a significant place 
in the story of this season, and how poetic it 
would be for the Brumbies to exorcise those 
demons, once and for all.
 
Recent history is on the Brumbies side in 
this matchup. In the past three seasons, the 
Brumbies have struggled away to the Reds but 
have pummelled them at GIO Stadium. 
 
Last season, the Brumbies won 45-21, an epic 
comeback after we went 14-0 down. 2017, it was 
a similar story, the Brumbies coming away with 
a 43-10 victory. In 2016, it was 43-24, so you can 
see a trend there. 
 
When the temperatures drop in Canberra, 
Fortress GIO becomes an incredible tough place 
to come and play. This is the Reds final chance to 
leave their mark on 2019, so you can be assured 
that they will be more than up for this game.
 
No matter when, these derbies have that extra 
bit of spice. It’s time to get behind the Brumbies 
and cheer them on before we start our run 
toward title number three next week. 
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QUARTER FINAL TICKETING NEWS
Tickets for our forthcoming Quarter Final 
match will be on sale from tomorrow 
morning exclusively to members for the 
initial 24-hours. Whilst we are yet to 
determine the date, time and opposition 
for our knockout match, please take note 
of the following important information 
regarding ticket sales.

Reserved seat members: Sunday 16 
June, 10am till Monday 17 June, 10am
*Reserved seat members will have 
access to their regular season seat/s 
ONLY during this presale time. 

GA Members and Reserved seat 
additional tickets: Monday 17 June, 
3pm

General Public on-sale: Tuesday 18 
June, 12.30pm

Pricing for tickets to the Quarter Final will 
be the same as a regular season Super 
Rugby match with members receiving a 
15% discount on the retail price. There 
are also some discounted ticket offers 
running for members including GA 
family tickets for just $34.68. You can 
also select reserved seating if you wish. 
In additional, for the first 24 hours you 
can purchase 2-for-1 General Admission 
adult tickets.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PURCHASING TICKETS 
FOR SEASON MEMBERS
Head to ticketek.com.au and enter your 
membership barcode/s as shown on the bottom 
of your membership card.

*Please note you can enter multiple barcodes at a 
time to access multiple seats. Then simply select 
the number and category of your tickets (e.g. 2 
Adults. 3 children etc.) and continue through the 
checkout process to confirm your seats

BRING YOUR FAMILY TO THE FINALS
We want your family to be a part of our Brumbies 
Family. General admission family tickets are just 
$40 with Silver and Gold seating starting from 
$60 for a family of four.

COMING WITH A LARGE GROUP?
Are you wanting to come to the Quarter Final 
match with a large group? Perhaps a sporting 
club or other organisation. The Plus500 Brumbies 
have fantastic discounts for large groups, allowing 
you to save 30% on the retail price of tickets.
*Group rate require a minimum of 20 attendees

Contact the membership team via 
membership@brumbies.com.au or call us 
1300 228 278 to secure your tickets now!
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U18s DIVISION 1: UNI-NORTHS V WESTS
KICK-OFF: 5.10PM

V
1. Bailey Bretton
2. Duane Best
3. Luke Tudulu
4. Elijah Alai Lokeni
5. Ioane Saula
6. Haedyn Elson
7. Sammy Pascoe
8. Patrick Maka
9. Ruben Amosa
10. Tony Alofipo
11. Kai Pennay
12. Austin Vowles
13. Caleb Lanivia
14. Billy Taylor
15. Connor Higgins
16. Matthew Bower
17. Ezekiel Findlay
18. Jack Tonkin
19. Siteiini Makahununiu
20. Fiefia Lotefia
21. Samuel Kirby Tulikaki

1. Matt Thornton
2. Fynn Walker 
3. David Kirk 
4. Thomas O'Brien 
5. Zac Patterson
6. Ted Pearson
7. Samuel Mickelson
8. Anthony Sloan 
9. Zion Going 
10. JD Lealiifano 
11. Miguel Fernandez 
12. Nico-Zinzan Coomber 
13. Dave Veikune  
14. Riley Lodding 
15. Isimeli Vaili 
16. Chris Michelson
17. Maxwell Young
18. Ethan Mass
19. Ruan Janse Van Rensburg
20. Jayden Ginders
21. Shane Mass
22. Ngor Matot
23. Bailey O'Connor
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558 POINTS
259 POINTS

511 POINTS
886 POINTS

REDS WINS REDS WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

1
823 14 3

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

13/02/2015
BRUMBIES 47 REDS 3

BIGGEST DEFEAT

24/03/2019 
REDS 36 BRUMBIES 14

24/03/2019 – RED 36 BRU 14

07/04/2018 – BRU 45 RED 21

02/03/2018 – RED 18 BRU 10

08/04/2017 – BRU 43 RED 10

07/07/2017 – RED 16 BRU 15
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Zero Emission Vehicle 
Transition Plan
Preparing your fleet for the future

1300 138 235
estart.com.au

eStart Brumbies ad.indd   1 23/5/19   6:41 am

The Rod Macqueen Cup is the annual trophy 
played for between the Brumbies and the 
Reds with the victor based on the results of 
the two matches played in the Australian 
Conference during the season. The Brumbies 
entered the 2019 campaign having retained 
the Cup with a win over the Queenslanders 
at GIO Stadium last year having lost the first 
match of the campaign at Suncorp Stadium 
offering the Reds a sniff at the title.

The Reds have a great chance of claiming the 
Cup today for what is effectively a one-off 
shot for the trophy. Whoever wins will claim 
the Cup for 2019. That’s because the Reds 
come into the match having won the March 
encounter at Suncorp Stadium to keep the 
series alive. A Brumbies win will square the 
series, like 2018, retaining the Cup due to the 
1-1 draw. 

Macqueen was the very first coach of the 
Brumbies back in 1996 before being appointed 
Wallabies Head Coach from 1997 until 2001 

THE ROD MACQUEEN CUP 

returning to Super Rugby as inaugural Head 
Coach of the Melbourne Rebels and Director of 
Rugby in 2010.

Macqueen oversaw the Wallabies as they 
claimed the Rugby World Cup in 1999 with a 
consummate performance against France in 
the Final, culminating a competition that had 
seen the Australians try-line breached only once 
throughout the entire event. On a personal front, 
Macqueen has received a plethora of individual 
honours during his career including an Australian 
Sports Medal in 2000. 

He was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall 
of Fame in 2001 and was made a Member of 
the Order of Australia in 2003. In 2004 he was 
awarded the Joe French Award, which recognizes 
outstanding service to the Australian Rugby 
Union. Macqueen was inducted into the IRB Hall 
of Fame in October 2011 having earlier been 
named International Coach of the Year in 2001. 



Zero Emission Vehicle 
Transition Plan
Preparing your fleet for the future

1300 138 235
estart.com.au

eStart Brumbies ad.indd   1 23/5/19   6:41 am



34

Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Connal McInerney
17. James Slipper
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
19. Murray Douglas
20. Pete Samu
21. Ryan Lonergan
22. Jordan Jackson-Hope
23. Len Ikitau

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga’a
Allan Alaalatoa
Rory Arnold
Sam Carter
Rob Valetini
Jahrome Brown
Lachlan McCaffrey
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Andy Muirhead
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee: Paul Williams
Assistant referee: Ben O'Keeffe

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 

at time of publication
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Brandon Paenga-Amosa 
17. Ruan Smith
18. Gav Luka 
19. Harry Hockings 
20. Adam Korczyk 
21. Moses Sorovi 
22. Duncan Paia’aua
23. Hamish Stewart

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

JP Smith 
Alex Mafi 

Taniela Tupou 
Izack Rodda 
Angus Blyth

Angus Scott-Young 
Liam Wright 

Scott Higginbotham 
Scott Malolua 

Matt McGahan 
Filipo Daugunu 

Samu Kerevi 
Chris Feauai-Sautia 

Jock Campbell
Bryce Hegarty

STARTING XV

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Assistant referee: Graham Cooper
TMO: James Leckie

*team subject to change, official line-
up not available at time of publication
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PASIFIKA ROUND AND THE BRUMBIES
While the Pasifika Round and the Pasifika Jersey are a first for the Brumbies, in recent years there have 
been plenty of other activities which have both honoured and supported our Pasifika players. Here’s just a 
snapshot of what the club, and players, have learned and held in relation to Pasifika culture and heritage.

• New players attended cultural diversity 
sessions at the annual induction camps 
conducted by the Rugby Union Players 
Association  

• Pasifika players attended ‘Find Your 
Voice’ workshops designed to assist the 
players to embrace their heritage and 
reach their potential both inside and 
outside the Brumbies 

• Pasifika Day held early in 2019 for all 
players, high performance staff and 
families where traditional Fijian food was 
prepared and eaten, and players engaged 
in educational activities including 
learning a traditional Samoan dance 

• Brumbies staff, including those from 
the commercial and community areas, 
attended an awareness session which 
gave them a better understanding of  
the Pasifika cultures and how these 
may drive behaviours, attitudes and 
values thereby leading to more effective 
engagement 

• Attendance of all players and high-
performance staff at a traditional 
welcome ceremony and lovo at the Fijian 
High Commission 

• Coaching clinics conducted in Fiji by 
Fijian players, Henry Speight and Tevita 
Kuridrani, and Josh Mann-Rea 

• Attendance of Samoan players at the 
opening of the new Samoan High 
Commission in Canberra 

• Tongan players and Lachlan McCaffrey 
visiting the Tongan High Commission in 
Canberra to meet the High Commissioner 
and obtain support for Lachlan’s charity 
in Tonga – Youth in Union 

• Engagement of a financial adviser with 
a Pasifika background to assist Pasifika 
players in this area







“I started here at the Brumbies a long time 
ago and it is very special to me for the club 
to acknowledge where I have come from by 
having the Pasifika round and allowing us 
Pasifika players to design and wear a Pasifika 
jersey – this is something I will remember for 
a very long time.” - Christian Lealiifano

“I’m very fortunate to be born and grow up 
in Australia with Samoan heritage. It means I 
can learn from different cultures including the 

values of remaining humble and respecting my 
elders which come from my Samoan culture.”

 - Allan Alaalatoa

“The Brumbies Pasifika jersey gives the Pasifika players 
a real sense of pride and the feeling that that are taking 
their families and all pacific islander people out on 
the field with them. It is not just the designs which are 
important but the huge meaning behind them.”
- Irae Simone

“We will be wearing the jersey for our ancestors and 
where we have come from. It is a unique jersey which 

shows how much family and respect for different 
cultures mean at the Brumbies – it makes me really 

proud to be a Brumby.” - Toni Pulu

“The Pasifika Round and jersey recognise the 
traditions of the Pacific Islands but they are 
also special for the whole team, not just the 
Pasifika players, as everyone has become a 
part of our journey and embraced our heritage. 
This is a game we are never going to forget.” 
- Scott Sio

“As a non-Pasifika player who has played and lived with a lot of 
players from a Pacific Island background, I have learnt that they 

bring so much to a team both on and off the field. The best athletes 
I have seen are of Pasifika background but off- field they are 

generous, always putting family and community first, always having 
your back and giving support. We are so lucky at the Brumbies to 

have players from a range of Pasifika backgrounds – they all bring 
something special to the Brumbies.” - Lachlan McCaffrey
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THEIR FORM AND TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Reds. 

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies tonight? Breakdown takes an 
analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Reds tonight. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests the Reds. This week, it’s their 2011 
Grand Final victory over the Crusaders.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Reds. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackle have they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Reds. 
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If you were to be brutal, it’s been another 
disappointing season for the Reds under 
Brad Thorne, though the truth is more 
complicated than that. Raw results put 
Queensland out of the playoff spots, 
last place among the Aussie sides as we 
stand. That’s not where the Reds wanted 
to be or expected to be. 
 
This competition is cruel, and it rarely 
allows for slow starts. Think of how good 
the Brumbies have been for seemingly 
half the season and only last week we 
took the conference.  Super Rugby will 
bury you early if you don’t win early and 
that’s what killed the Reds this year. Look 
at their first three games. 36-31 away to 
the Highlanders, 22-12 at home against 
the Crusaders and 28-17 in Sydney, a 
tough loss at the ‘Tahs. 
 
In all three of those games, the Reds 
looked equal to their opponent and if 
they’d even had a bit of luck, you’re 
looking at a side that would have started 
3-0 having beaten two Kiwi sides. Now, 
you can read this and think, well that’s 
sport, ifs and buts were whatever your 
version of that cliché. And you would 
be right. A team does not get to blame 
results on, awe well we were close and if 
things had gone our way we would have 
won. 
 
Except, if any group deserves that, it might 
be the 2019 Reds. The Queenslanders are 
building from the ground up, with youth. 

We won’t rehash the Quade Cooper etc. 
situation, but when the former All-Black 
cleaned house at the start of this season, 
his probable wins would be few and far 
between. 
 
So, the fact they beat us, the Stormers, 
the Sharks, the Blues plus the Sunwolves 
twice is a win of sorts, especially when 
you look at some of the players Thorne 
has gone to war with. Tate McDermott 
is a star! The Wallaby halfback in waiting 
has been THE revelation of this season 
from an Australian perspective. People 
knew McDermott was a classy young 
player, but few would have expected him 
to be one of the leaders of his side. 
 
Then, you think of Isaac Lucas. Brother 
of Matt Lucas, Isaac gave Australian fans 
just a taste of what he is going to become 
this year. Their three Harry’s, Hockings, 
Wilson and Hoopert are all sturdy young 
forwards to build around. We won’t 
forget Angus Blyth, Liam Wright, Alex 
Mafi, Hamish Stewart and current Junior 
Wallaby Captain Fraser McReight in that 
mix either. 
 
With those players maturing, the Reds 
Wallaby contingent, Taniela Tupou, 
Izack Rodda, Luckhan Salakaia-Loto, Sefa 
Naivalu and Brandon Paenga-Amosa will 
come to the fore. Then, there’s Jordan 
Petaia who has missed so much time 
this year but will be central to everything 
good the Reds do in the future. 
 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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That’s not to say that the Reds are 
heading in the right direction. They are a 
team built in their Head Coach’s image. 
Hard-nosed and uncompromising, 
perhaps one of their issues is they just 
don’t have the maturity to dominate 
physically like that just yet. 
 
They also lack variation at times. The 
Reds look to overwhelm you with 
physicality, speed and power. Problem 
comes when you meet a team who can 
match you there. The Reds pummelled 
the Brumbies earlier this year, through 
sheer force of will. They rushed hard 
into every contact in defence, created 
turnovers and punished the Brumbies 
on many occasions. 
 
Most likely, that won’t happen tonight. 
The Brumbies are more prepared for 
that now, but still these young bucks 
will hurt you if you’re not at peak effort. 
That’s the Reds. They can hurt you, 
but if you front up, they can run out of 
answers. A psychic would predict a Reds 
title in the future, that’s how good this 
young core is. Queensland dominated 
at underage level and it has to bare out 
in Super Rugby eventually. It might just 
not be tonight against the conference 
Champs! 
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TANIELA TUPOU
Position: Prop
Height: 175cm
Weight: 128kg
Super Rugby Caps: 46

Enjoying a rapid rise to fame for a 
highlights video filmed in 2014 while 
playing schoolboy rugby for Auckland’s 
Sacred Heart College, Taniela Tupou 
has delivered on his promise to be 
one of Australia’s most exciting young 
prospects. The rampaging front 
rower affectionately referred to as 
‘Tongan Thor’ is known for his strong 
scrummaging and powerful runs, and 
he is no stranger to try scoring with 
3 five pointers so far for the Reds in 
2019. However, he has shown a lack of 
discipline at times and gives away more 
penalties than head coach Brad Thorn 
would be happy with. The tighthead 
prop has established himself as a regular 
starter for Queensland and is right in 
the mix of quality front row options for 
Australia. Tupou has played 9 Wallabies 
matches, scoring his first try for the 
national side against Ireland in 2018. 
Off the back of a strong season with the 
Reds, a healthy Taniela Tupou will be an 
important part of the Wallabies’ World 
Cup plans.

SCOTT HIGGINBOTHAM
Position: Backrow
Height: 195cm 
Weight: 110kg
Super Rugby Caps: 146

Scott Higginbotham is one of Australian 
Super Rugby’s most recognisable players. 
With well over 100 caps in the competition 
during his time with the Queensland Reds 
and the Melbourne Rebels, Scott is the 
competition’s greatest try scoring forward 
with 39 tries in his career. Making his debut 
in 2008, Higginbotham played his first five 
seasons of professional rugby with the Reds, 
being one of the most important players in 
their Super Rugby title winning season in 
2011. After a three-year stint in Melbourne 
followed by two seasons playing in Japan’s 
Top League, he returned to the Red’s home 
of Ballymore in 2017 to add his personal 
style of skill and aggression to the team. In 
2018 Higginbotham was names as captain 
of the Reds, but injury prevented him from 
having a complete season. However, in 
2019 he is playing some of his best rugby 
again and his experience in the game is 
something that is dearly appreciated by 
the young Queensland side, who have one 
of the youngest teams in the competition.
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I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  F R O N T 
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TATE MCDERMOTT
Position: Halfback
Height: 179cm
Weight: 77kg
Super Rugby Caps: 22

Tate McDermott is enjoying his breakout 
season as a part of Queensland’s young and 
upcoming new generation of players. The 
Sunshine Coast local has already represented 
Australia on the Rugby Sevens circuit and 
has captained the 15-a-side Wallabies U20 
team in 2018. McDermott first came to light 
in 2017 playing for Queensland Country in 
the National Rugby Championship, before 
making his Super Rugby debut the following 
year. He played in 8 games for the Reds in 
2018 and has already added another 14 
games to his tally this year cementing himself 
as the team’s first-choice halfback. Tate 
brings an exciting flair to the Queenslanders 
and has composure on the field that is well 
beyond his age. He has scored four tries 
for the team in 2019 and has proven to be 
elusive with the ball in hand.  Though he is 
still very young, Michael Cheika will surely be 
keeping a very close eye on his development.

SAMU KEREVI
Position: Centre
Height: 186cm
Weight: 108kg
Super Rugby Caps: 72

The Queensland Reds captain Samu Kerevi is 
currently one of Australia’s most consistent 
backline players. The heavy-set centre 
is a reliable try scorer as well as a great 
support player. Born in Fiji, Kerevi made his 
Super Rugby debut for the Reds in 2014 
playing in four games. He was a standout 
performer in the inaugural National Rugby 
Championship for Brisbane City who won 
the title that year. Building on that success, 
Samu had a breakout year in 2015; he was 
Queensland’s strongest attacker, leading 
the team in run metres (110), tackle busts 
(42), linebreaks (42), and tries (6). Kerevi 
was selected to train with the Wallabies at 
the end of 2015 before making his debut for 
Australia in 2016. Since then he has played 
in 25 test matches and will again look to add 
his dynamic attack to the national side this 
year. While the Reds’ season has not been as 
successful as they would have hoped, there 
are a number of promising aspects coming 
out of the young Queensland side and their 
dependable captain is certainly one of them.

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: REDS
Whilst it was difficult to select a Greatest Day 
for some teams in this series for others, such 
as tonight’s visitors the Reds and our rivals 
from up the Hume Highway, the Waratahs, 
the selection was straightforward. The 
Reds most memorable moment, up to 
now, was undoubtedly their crowning glory 
of a championship victory in 2011. The 
Queenslanders hadn’t even made the finals 
the year before, ending fifth on the ladder, 
but the switch to a new Conference format 
certainly played into their hands and the 
men from the Sunshine State finished top 
of the Australian Conference with thirteen 
wins and 66 points, nine more than the 
Waratahs. Earning a bye into the semi-finals, 
the Reds swept aside the Blues (30-13) to 
set-up their maiden, and so far, only, Super 
Rugby Final against the Crusaders. 

When the same teams played at Suncorp 
Stadium a month before the final, the Reds 
had carried off a late 17–16 victory against 
the Crusaders but it was the Kiwis who 
were the favourites ahead of the showdown 
played at the impressive Suncorp Stadium in 
Brisbane. Quade Cooper opened the scoring 
in the 32nd minute via a penalty, and later 
added another, but the visitors led at the 
break as Dan Carter converted his own try 
for a 7-6 advantage. Early in the second 
half the All Blacks flyhalf added a penalty 
to extend the lead to four but the Reds hit 
back via a Digby Ioane score which Cooper 
converted. Carter’s second penalty edged 
the Crusaders back in front, but scrumhalf 
Will Genia had the final word, scoring a 
superb try to claim the title.  

MATCH DETAILS
9 July 2011

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane
Attendance: 52,113

Referee: Bryce Lawrence

RESULTS
Reds 18 (T: Digby Ioane, Will Genia, C: 

Quade Cooper, P: Quade Cooper (2))
Crusaders 13 (T: Dan Carter, C: Dan 

Carter, P: Dan Carter (2))
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 52-13

Date: 02/05/2009
Venue: Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane

Scorers: T: G. Fairbanks, S. Hoiles 
(2), P. Kimlin, B. Alexander, A. 

Ashley-Cooper, F. Fainifo, C: S. 
Mortlock (7), P: Mortlock

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 25-31
Date: 05/03/2011
Venue: Canberra Stadium, Canberra 
Scorers: T: S. Moore, P. McCabe, I. 
Vaea, B. Alexander, C: M. Giteau, P: 
Giteau



49

REDS
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com



https://www.gofundme.com/youth-in-union-trip-to-tonga
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R E T R OBRUMBIES

52

54

57

LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. 
This week we spotlight Ben Mowen.

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2011. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees a 
visit from the exhilarating French side 
in 1990. 
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BEN MOWEN
As Stephen Hoiles left the Brumbies in 
2012 the club, under Head Coach Jake 
White, were searching for a new leader. 
Matt Giteau had filled the void the year 
previously when an Achilles injury had 
promoted Hoiles to miss all but twenty 
minutes of Super Rugby action, the utility 
back captaining the side fifteen times and 
Wallabies hooker Stephen Moore doing the 
job once, but White elected to promote 
new recruit Ben Mowen to the job. Mowen 
had played one match for the Reds and 
40 for the Waratahs in the Super Rugby 
competition before heading to Canberra 
and had been the skipper of the Australian 
U21 side that in 2005 made the Final of the 
Ur21 World Rugby Championship, being 
denied the perfect ending as South Africa 
edged the final in Mendoza, Argentina 
24-20. That side included players like Ben 

Alexander, Benn Robinson, Adam Ashley-
Cooper and Cameron Shepherd.

Mowen had been a standout for the Brumbies 
since arriving in Canberra and the then 27-year-
old had quickly established himself in White's 
squad. Along with Mowen, Head Coach 
White also appointed three Vice-Captains in 
Stephen Moore, Dan Palmer and Pat McCabe 
creating a strong leadership group at the club. 
“I’m excited because I believe in what the 
team can do,” Mowen said at the time of his 
appointment. “We have been together for 
close to nine months now as a team, and we 
have seen the benefit of those combinations 
through the trials. We have spoken about the 
need to be desperate as a group, and what 
we will and won’t accept from each other as 
our standards for 2012. “It’s not a rebuilding 
year we are here for. I feel very fortunate to be 
chosen to represent the group, and I can see a 
huge self-belief building within the team.”

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT
The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle.
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Mowen first led the team onto the field at 
Canberra Stadium for the Round 1 match 
with the Western Force in February 2012 and 
returned the points with a 19-17 success. As 
with any young group though, they needed 
time to gel and an inconsistent year followed 
with the Brumbies ending seventh, one 
point off the finals and behind the Reds 
in the Australian Conference by having 
recorded one less win despite being level on 
competition points. Mowen led the team in 
every game bar one, Moore slotting into the 
role when the backrower was injured. Mowen 
had felt the self-belief rising in the group 
and it burst to the surface in a tremendous 
2013 campaign that saw the club end third 
on the overall tournament ladder and top 
the Australian Conference, losing only four of 
sixteen matches. 

Having to defeat the Cheetahs at home in 
the Quarter Finals and then hit the road, 
the Brumbies almost pulled off the miracle, 
seeing off the Bulls in Pretoria in a clutch 
semi-final and then looking likely to claim 
the Super Rugby title on New Zealand soil, 
leading the Chiefs in Waikato until the travel 
caught up with the team in the final third. 

Mowen led the team in eighteen of their 
nineteen matches with Nic White doing the 
honours in the odd game out. Mowen was 
back in charge again in 2014 and was an ever-
present in all eighteen matches, the brumbies 
avenging their Super Rugby Final loss by 
defeating the Chiefs in the Quarter Finals 
before losing to the Waratahs in the semi-
final on 26 July 2012. That was to prove to be 
Mowen’s 51st, and last Brumbies match, all 
of them as captain of the side. 

The amiable Mowen left the club at the 
end of the 2014 season to take up an offer 
to ply his trade in France, joining Top14 side 
Montpellier before switching to Pau in 2016. 
The Wallaby international, capped fifteen 
times by Australia at senior level – his debut 
in the 2013 British & Irish Lions Test Series – 
Mowen set a record of 51 caps as Brumbies 
skipper before he departed. An incredible 
statistic and one that will take some beating. 

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
24/02/12 v Western Force 
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra) W 19-17

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
26/07/14 v Waratahs 
(Allianz Stadium, Sydney) L 8-26 (SF)

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 142
Debut: 24/02/12 v Western Force 
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra) W 19-17
Matches as Captain: 51
Appearances: 51
Points: 30 (6T)
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THE SEASON 
Final Position: 13th

It was, arguably, the worst of times. A 
Brumbies side that stuttered its way 
through a season to forget ending the year 
in a lowly thirteenth place on the expanded 
fifteen team ladder with only perennial 
cellar-dwellers the Lions and newly formed 
franchise the Melbourne Rebels below them 
at the season’s conclusion. A paltry three 
wins and one draw from twelve matches saw 
the Brumbies end the year 33 points adrift 
of table-topping, and Australian Conference 
winners, the Reds who would go on to win 
their maiden Super Rugby crown. A run of 
five losses in a row after an opening Round 
win over the Chiefs had the Brumbies in 
real trouble and not even a narrow 17-16 
win over the Hurricanes could alleviate the 
gloom surrounding Canberra. Another run 
of six matches with a win followed, defeats 
to Force, Cheetahs, Sharks, Lions and 
Stormers, only halted by a drab 13-13 draw 
in the fifth of those games against the Force 
in Perth, exemplified the team’s issues. The 
season ended with a 7-41 loss in Sydney to 
the Waratahs. Enough said.

THE KEY PLAYER 
It was a very difficult year for the club, but 
one player stood tall amongst the litany of 
defeats. Matt Giteau was the unanimous 
winner of the Brett Robinson Player’s Player 
of the year at the Season’s end following a 
string of excellent individual performances. 
He ended the season with 172 points to 
his name from four tries, 19 conversions, 
37 penalties and a drop-goal, a significant 
contribution to the 314 totalled by the 
entire team. Giteau eventually racked up 
458 points in Brumbies colours from 67 
matches becoming an integral part of the 
scenery for both club and country. Giteau 
enjoyed two stints in Canberra, either side 
of a spell with the Western Force and won 
over a century of caps for the Wallabies. 
He eventually made the move to France 
where he played 121 times for giants 
Toulon before switching to Japan where he 
made a massive impression with Suntory 
Sungoliath in the Top League.

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2011



55

ONE TO REMEMBER 
04/06/2011

Reds 14 Brumbies 22
(Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane)

In a season of such mediocrity it seems non-
sensical that the Brumbies were able to travel 
to ladder-leaders the Reds in early June and 
inflict one of only three defeats of the season 
on a side that would claim the Super Rugby 
title with an 18-13 win over the Crusaders. 
Matt Giteau and Quade Cooper traded 
penalties early on with Stephen Moore’s 20th 
minute try, converted by Giteau, edging the 
Brumbies 16-6 ahead. Ben Lucas responded 
close to half-time for the Reds, but the 
visitors led by eight, 19-11, at the break. 
The second-half was a grinding affair with 
Cooper’s penalty reducing the arrears, before 
Giteau sealed it for the Brumbies in stoppage 
time with his sixth successful attempt from 
the tee. 27,374 saw the contest at Suncorp 
Stadium and few would have predicted the 
outcome before kick-off. 

ONE TO FORGET
25/02/2011

Rebels 25 Brumbies 24
(AAMI Park, Melbourne)

After defeating the Chiefs in the season 
opener, a 28-20 win in Canberra, the Brumbies 
headed to Melbourne in high spirits but were 
to return home as the Rebels first victims in 
Super Rugby. It was a very disappointing loss, 
especially in hindsight, as the Rebels went 
on to register only three wins all season and 
conceded a Super Rugby-high 570 points 
in all matches as they finished dead-last on 
the ladder. Former Brumbies hero Stirling 
Mortlock scored the Rebels’ only try, Danny 
Cipriani adding a massive 20-points from the 
boot, whilst Pat McCabe and Henry Speight 
went over of the visitors. Matt Giteau’s 
match haul of fourteen points included three 
penalties, a drop-goal and a conversion, but 
much of a crowd of close to 14,500 would 
leave AAMI Park happy at having seen history 
made. 
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SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Reds 30 Blues 13
Stormers 10 Crusaders 29

FINAL
Reds 18 Crusaders 13

ELSEWHERE IN….2011
• George Lucas approached Mark Hamill 

in 1983 and asked him if he'd like to 
play an elderly, mentoring Luke to 
hand the story to the next generation. 
When Hamill asked "When?", Lucas 
replied with, "Oh, around 2011."  

• A copy of Action Comics #1 (the 
first comic featuring Superman) was 
found in an abandoned storage unit, 
estimated to be worth over $1 million. 
The comic belonged to Nicholas Cage, 
who had it stolen from his house 11 
years earlier and was returned to him.  

• For their 2011 tour, The Foo 
Fighters submitted their tour rider, 
or performance agreements, as a 

50-page coloring book complete 
with a word search and maze.  

• On December 30, 2011, Samoa 
skipped a day to move to the 
other side of the International 
Dateline. Before then, it was the 
last country in the world to see 
the sunset each day, now it is one 
of the first to greet a new day.  

• Russia didn't consider beer to be an 
alcoholic beverage until 2011. Before 
then it was classified as a soft drink. 

• The Morning Bulletin in Australia 
once featured an article about '30 
000 pigs' escaping from a farm. The 
paper had to issue a retraction the 
next day when it transpired the 
reporter had misheard the farmer. 
In fact, '30 sows and pigs' had 
escaped. #accents
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THE TOUR
France arrived for an eight-match tour 
having earlier in the season finished third 
in the Five Nations, a championship claimed 
by a dramatic Scotland win over England 
on the final day. The French had won two 
and lost two in that series, defeating Wales 
29-19 in Cardiff and Ireland 31-12 in Paris 
but coming out second best to England (7-
26) at Twickenham and Scotland (21-0) at 
Murrayfield continuing the widely-believed 
creed that the French did not travel well. 
They had drawn the winter Test series with 
Australia having been downed 15-32 in the 
first test in Strasbourg but bouncing back to 
win 25-19 in Lille. The Kookaburras match 
was the second on the schedule, the first 
being a game against the NSW Selection at 
Waratah Oval in Conrod. The French got off 
to a winning start in that one, Captain Serge 
Blanco and Abdel Benazzi claiming their tries 
in a 19-12 victory. 

THE MATCH
The Canberra Times opened their review of 
the match thus, ‘France won their second 
match of the Ricoh rugby tour 22-21 but 
few French players did much to enhance 
their prospects for inclusion in Saturday's 
first Test against Australia at the Sydney 
Football Stadium. While the French defence 
was sound, their attack lacked flair and 
penetration. Given their lineout dominance, 
the French should have won easily. But 
their scrum faltered badly at the hands of 
a Kookaburra pack which again showed its 
exceptional power, skill and commitment.’ 
The tourists led 16-9 at the break, after tries 
from Jean-Patrick Lescaboura and Philippe 
Saint-Andre with a trio of penalties from Matt 
Pini keeping the Kookaburras in touch at the 
interval. The second half was a similar tight 
affair as the French kicking game kept them 
on the front foot whilst the ACT looked for 
a way back. A drop-goal from Jean-Baptiste 
Lafond kept the French score ticking over 
whilst Pini did the same for the Kookaburras. 
The hosts had the last word when Brad 
Girvan scored to reduce the deficit, as the 
Canberra Times reported, 

‘From the final scrum of the match, halfback 
Phil Doyle passed to Girvan who danced 
through the French inside backs to cross 
under the posts.’ A second narrow defeat to 
follow the 27-26 loss to Fiji earlier in the year.

1990: FLAMBOYANT FRENCH EDGE KOOKABURRAS
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Tuesday 5 June 1990  
(Bruce Stadium, Canberra)
ACT 21 (T: Brad Girvan, C: Matt Pini, P: Matt 
Pini (5))
France 22 (T: Philippe Saint-Andre, Jean-
Patrick Lescaboura, C: Jean-Patrick 
Lescaboura, P: Jean-Baptiste Lafond (2), 
Jean-Patrick Lescaboura, DG: Jean-Baptiste 
Lafond)

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
Just four days after playing the ACT the 
French arrived at the Sydney Football 
Stadium to take on Australia with almost a 
completely different XV than the one that 
played the Kookaburras. Only number eight 
Eric Melville and flanker Thierry Devergie 
remained in the team but even a first-choice 

French side found the Wallabies too hot 
to handle on this occasion. There was only 
one try, scored by fullback Greg Martin, 
but Michael Lynagh’s boot was deadly, the 
flyhalf banging over the conversion and five 
penalties to a trio of penalties from opposite 
number Didier Camberabero. A 26-19 win 
over Australian Universities in Brisbane was 
then followed by a 15-3 revers to Queensland 
before the French were downed 36-26 by 
Sydney at the SFS ahead of the second test.  
That match was a thriller, the Wallabies 
outscoring the French five tries to four to 
win 48-31 and take the series. There was still 
another game to play and, in typically French 
style, they triumphed 28-19 at the SFS with 
the incomparable Camberabero landing a full 
house of try, conversion, two penalties and 
three drop-goals to end with a remarkable 
total of twenty-one points. France ended 
with fourteen when Philippe Gallard was sent 
off for fighting in the 48th minute. C’est la vie.  
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Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY
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WORLD CUP DOSSIER: GEORGIA
Continuing our look ahead to the 
2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan 
by examining the Wallabies Pool 
opponents in detail. This week, it’s 
Georgia put under the microscope. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
making the news and who’s 
impressing in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
making the news and who’s 
impressing in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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THE MATCH?
AUSTRALIA v GEORGIA
Friday 11 October 2019
Shizuoka Stadium Ecopa, Fukuroi

WHO ARE THEY?
Nicknamed the Lelos, the Georgian National 
Rugby tam is one of the sport’s fastest growing 
nations. They have been a dominant force in the 
Rugby Europe Championship having won the 
tournament ten times, the most recent being 
in 2018. Of the 95 matches they have played 
in that competition, they have wo a staggering 
78 and have only tasted defeat thirteen times. 
They have qualified for the Rugby World Cup on 
four occasions and have won four of the sixteen 
matches that they have contested. The bulk of 
the national squad are based in France, in both 
the Top 14 and lower divisions and have earned 
a reputation for being tough as teak.
 

RUNNING HOT OR COLD?
Seven straight wins, spanning the end of 2018 
and the start of 2019, has the Georgians in a 
positive state of mind as they aim to start their 
World Cup campaign with what would be a 
shock victory over Wales in Aichi. Romania (18-
9), Spain (24-10), Belgium (46-6) and Germany 

(52-3) were all well-beaten before Georgia 
defeated their old nemesis Russia in Krasnodar. 
The 22-6 win over their traditional rivals is 
always well received by the Georgian sporting 
public and crowds of 50,000 plus are not 
uncommon when the pair clash. They proved 
they can mix it with the non-Europeans as well 
with wins over Samoa (27-19) and Tonga (20-9) 
in Tbilisi in November last year.

WORLD CUP HIGHLIGHT?
It’s not often that you’d take a loss as a World 
Cup highlight, particularly when you have 
wins over Namibia (twice), Romania and 
Tonga at the big table to feast upon. However, 
the incredible effort on 15 September 2007 
against Ireland at the Stade Chaban-Dalmas 
in Bordeaux was, arguably, the game that 
switched the rugby community on to what 
Georgia could potentially achieve as a rugby 
playing nation. Ireland scraped home by the 
skin of their teeth, winning the match 14-10 in 
front of an engrossed crowd of 33,807. Wing 
George Shkinin scored the Lelos try with Merab 
Kvirikashvili landing a conversion and a penalty. 

WORLD CUP DOSSIER
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WORLD CUP LOWLIGHT?
The loss in 2003 to Uruguay is probably the 
lowlight for the Georgian side, they would have 
expected more than a 12-24 defeat to the South 
Americans when the pair clashed at Aussie 
Stadium in Sydney on 28 October 2003. The 
Georgians had high hopes of a first World Cup win 
entering that match but, despite four penalties, 
three from Kvirikashvili and one from Malkhaz 
Urjukashvili they were outplayed and out-fought 
by a fired up Uruguayan team who crossed for 
three tries, much to the disappointment of the 
decent band of Georgian supporters who had 
convened to watch the clash. 
 

FAMOUS FACE?
Merab Kvirikashvili is the current Georgian 
superstar having played 115 times for 
his country since his debut back in 2003. 
Kvirikashvili is Georgia's all-time leading points 
scorer, overtaking Pavle Jimsheladze's previous 
record during the 46–0 thrashing of Russia in 
2012 on his 60th cap. He also holds the record 
for most points scored in a match for Georgia 
with 32 against Germany in 2010. In 2012 he 
broke the Georgian record previously held by 
Pavle Jimsheladze for most points in a calendar 
year with 91 in eight matches. He currently 
plays his club rugby with Lelo Saracens, a semi-
professional rugby union club from Tbilisi.

SUPERSTAR?
Mamuka Gorgodze is probably the most 
illustrious player to come out of the former 
Soviet state, the back-rower having been part 
of  successful and star-studded Toulon outfit 
in the French Top 14. Formerly of Montpellier, 
Gorgodze played 69 times foe his country and 
scored 130 points from 26 tries. Born in Tbilisi, 
Gorgodze scored a try in the narrow win over 
Namibia at Sandy Park, Exeter, at the 2015 
Rugby World Cup, helping his team to their 
fourth RWC victory. He had earlier crossed for 
a try in the 17-10 win over Tonga at Kingsholm, 
Gloucester as the Georgians celebrated their 
most successful foray at the tournament. 

HAVE WE MET BEFORE?
In a word, no! This will be the historic 
first-ever meeting between Australia and 
Georgia at senior international level with the 
Europeans having not played their Antipodean 
counterparts before. They have played New 
Zealand though, losing 10-43 in a Pool C match, 
and putting in a decent display, during the 
2015 Rugby World Cup. Previously, they had 
been beaten in the 2003 version by South 
Africa, going down 19-46 at Aussie Stadium in 
Sydney. During the 2003 event the Georgians 
met England and Samoa in Perth, as well as 
Uruguay in Sydney during Pool play. 
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IN-FORM FAF READY TO 'ROCK UP' AT WORLD CUP

Seasoned Springbok scrumhalf Francois de Klerk 
will take his World Cup selection for granted. De 
Klerk, 27, arrived in South Africa last week to start 
preparing for the Boks assault on the World Cup 
in Japan, wrote www.rugby365.com. The 21-times 
capped international ended his European season 
with a brilliant performance – as he conjured up 
two outstanding late tries to help Sale Sharks 
defeat Gloucester 46-41 in the final round of 
premiership action at the weekend. It may not 
be enough to help Sale Sharks qualify for next 
season’s European Cup competition.

Bath’s 32-31 win at Leicester consigned the Sharks 
to a seventh-place finish in the Premiership and 
they now have to rely on La Rochelle beating 
Bordeaux in the final round of Top 14 action next 
week to finish in the top six. That would trigger an 
extra Cup qualifying position for the Premiership, 
thanks to Saracens’ European Cup triumph and it 
would go to Sale. The livewire No.9 is on the six-
man shortlist to be named Player of the Season in 
the Premiership, which makes De Klerk’s assertion 
that he is not guaranteed a place in the Springbok 
World Cup squad difficult to comprehend. 
However, De Klerk takes nothing for granted and is 
prepared to put in the hard yards when invited to 
take part in the pre-World Cup Springbok training 
camps, because that is the way he attacks every 
challenge.

It is why he refused to accept that Gloucester 
had established a winning 41-31 lead at the AJ 
Bell Stadium at the weekend and highlights the 
massive impact achieved since joining Sale. Last 
year De Klerk kick-started his stalled test career 
with such success he was vying for the World 
Player of Year and he is certain to be a key figure as 
the Springboks chase a third World Cup in Japan. 
De Klerk, who will be joined by another six South 
African players at Sale next season – including lock 
Lodewyk de Jager, said: “I am flying back to South 
Africa on Monday and I will hopefully have a few 
weeks off.

“I am really excited, but the Springbok World Cup 
squad has still to be announced. If I get the call 
up I will take it. It has been a bit quiet in terms of 
contact because the Super Rugby season is taking 
place back home and they started some alignment 
camps a few weeks ago. Hopefully, I can rock up, 
get the call-up and get the knowledge I will need 
to get. There have been some good wins in Super 
Rugby and it appears that things are slowly coming 
together and watching those game it is good that 
all the Springbok guys are performing. You want to 
see that, and it is creating a real difference in the 
quality of performances. I think we are going to be 
in a good place going into the World Cup.”

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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HIRINI SAYS QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOUR IS TRIBUTE TO 
THE GREATEST PLAYERS IN WORLD RUGBY

Black Ferns Sevens captain Sarah Hirini is 
processing her Queen's Birthday Honour as a 
tribute to the greatest rugby players in the world. 
Hirini's (nee Goss) Member of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit (MNZM) has caught her off guard. 
She didn't dream she would be considered for 
one. She is just doing what she loves.

"I am pretty speechless about it, I didn't think 
anything like this would ever happen to be 
honest," she told Stuff.co.nz. Hirini has received 
the award for services to rugby, both sevens and 
15s. The Manawatu sevens captain was selected 
for the Black Ferns Sevens eight years ago, as they 
began the professional era. You could say she is 
the face of the New Zealand women's sevens 
side, so it's hard to believe she is only 26 years 
old. "I am hoping to play a while yet, just get on 
and make Tokyo next year and I am hoping to do 
another Olympics to be honest. I feel like I have 
got a lot in me and there is still a lot I want to do."

Her honour follows on from Black Ferns 15s 
captain Fiao'o Fa'amausili receiving the same last 
year. "To be included on that list as a woman and 
as a rugby player, that for me hopefully opens up 
more doors for other girls in our team, and even 
the future to want to be on that list. Just for the 
game to be recognised that way it is is huge.

"That is massively important for me and I want 
our game to be successful and [for me] to be 
recognised is going to be a massive step forward 
for that."

Hirini knew she had been nominated, but never 
thought much of it. She has a lot to think about 
given the 2020 Tokyo Olympics are only one year 
away and her team one of the country's biggest 
hopes for a gold medal. "I have a huge passion for 
the game, whether I am playing or giving back to 
the sport I just really want to be involved in it." 
She isn't kidding. You can hear in Hirini's voice 
how much she still loves rugby. She enjoys the 
training, her team mates, the high-performance 
environment in Mount Manganui. It hasn't worn 
off and she doesn't think it will. Hirini deflects 
most of her success to the women around her - 
women she considers to be the greatest.

"I am just grateful our team is so successful, and I 
get to play alongside some of the greatest in the 
world. It is everything our team has done and all 
the success we have had." But it won't change a 
thing for the way Hirini plays or acts. "I don't want 
to, I suppose, sit on this award. For me it is bigger 
than that and I play rugby because I love the game 
and I have a passion to play for New Zealand."

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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SARACENS RETAIN PREMIERSHIP TITLE
European champions Saracens overturned 
an 11-point deficit to beat Exeter in a superb 
Premiership final at Twickenham. Nic White put 
Exeter ahead after just 27 seconds, but Jamie 
George and Ben Spencer crossed for Sarries 
before Dave Ewers restored Exeter's lead. Jonny 
Hill's try stretched Chiefs' lead to 22-16 at the 
break. Henry Slade put Exeter 27-16 up, but tries 
by Liam Williams, Sean Maitland and George 
saw Sarries retain their title and win a fourth in 
five years. Sam Hill's last-second try was a mere 
consolation for Exeter, who have lost all three of 
their final appearances against Saracens. No side 
had ever overturned a deficit of more than six 
points in a Premiership final before, but Saracens' 
comeback ensured the record that Northampton 
set when they beat Mark McCall's side in 2014 is 
consigned to history.

Sarries have now won five of the last nine 
Premiership crowns and complete a second 
double in four seasons following their victory over 
Leinster in the European Champions Cup final last 
month. It is a second defeat in a row for Exeter by 
Sarries in the final and their victory over Wasps in 
2017 remains their only title.

FIJI WIN FOURTH WORLD SEVENS TITLE
Olympic champions Fiji sealed their fourth 
World Rugby Sevens Series title as they won 
the season-ending Paris Sevens tournament 
in style. Victory in the last four against 
series runners-up USA 33-14 was enough to 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY: GLOBAL NEWS 
confirm Fiji's status as champions. They then 
produced a superb display in the final to see 
off New Zealand, who finished third overall, 
35-24. Beaten semi-finalists USA and South 
Africa completed the four sides to earn direct 
qualification for Tokyo 2020. “To round it off as 
we did is pretty special,” said Fiji coach Gareth 
Baber. Captain Josua Vakurunabili said he told 
his team to "make people back home and your 
family proud", adding: “I said 'if you want to 
be a history maker, don't let this moment pass 
you'.”

WORLD RUGBY APPROVES GAME-CHANGING 
GOGGLES LAW
World Rugby has approved a game-changing 
amendment to the laws of the game that will 
enable the wearing of goggles at all levels of 
the game, reaffirming the sport’s commitment 
to inclusivity. In line with the international 
federation’s vision of ‘a sport for all’, approval 
by Council follows a comprehensive law 
trial, launched in 2014 after World Rugby 
identified the need to develop a product that 
paves the way for greater participation in a 
safe environment. In partnership with Italy-
based eyewear specialists Raleri, a design 
was developed to facilitate the inclusion of 
prescription lenses beyond contact lenses into 
a device that does not increase the risk of injury 
to the wearer or to players coming into contact 
with the wearer. The successful trial attracted 
more than 2,000 registrants. The detailed 
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140kg during his Super Rugby days with the 
NSW Waratahs. His great form has caught the 
attention of Cheika, who met with the second-
rower during a reconnaissance trip to Europe 
two months ago. It's understood Cheika will 
speak with Skelton again this week while back 
in Europe for a 10-year reunion for Leinster's 
2009 Heineken Cup win when the Wallabies 
coach was in charge of the Irish outfit.

ENGLAND XV BEAT BARBARIANS IN HORWILL’S 
LAST MATCH
An England XV proved too strong for the 
Barbarians as they notched a 51-43 victory 
over the famous touring team at Twickenham 
on Sunday. In a fast-paced an entertaining 
encounter, England dominated the opening half 
before the Baa-baas came back strongly during 
the second stanza, but excellent goal-kicking 
from Marcus Smith secured the win for the 
hosts in the end. As expected, the Barbarians 
stayed true to their attacking roots, but it was 
England who dominated for long periods with 
Smith leading the way with a superb all-round 
performance and he finished with a 26-point 
haul courtesy of a try, six conversions and three 
penalties.

Sources: BBC Sport, World Rugby, ESPN Rugby, 
Planet Rugby

feedback from participants in the trial allowed 
World Rugby to develop an evidence-based 
performance specification in partnership with 
the University of Ulster and the University of 
Bradford in the UK to refine the design of the 
goggles.

SKELTON EDGES CLOSER TO AUSTRALIA RETURN
Michael Cheika's powers of persuasion have 
seemingly convinced monster lock Will Skelton 
to return to Australia to boost the Wallabies' 
Rugby World Cup hopes. Skelton is said to be so 
keen to feature in this year's World Cup in Japan 
that he is considering turning down a lucrative 
two-year contract offer from Saracens in 
London with the European champions. It would 
be a complete reversal of Skelton's thinking 
from earlier this month, when he revealed 
there were just a few “bits and pieces” to sort 
before he officially signed off on the Saracens 
deal. Skelton has enjoyed a stellar season in 
the English Premiership after shedding 20 
kilograms after hitting the scales at more than 
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) W 54-17

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) L 13-43
8 Rebels (a) L 26-29
15 Waratahs (h) W 19-13
24 Reds (a) L 14-36
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) L 14-36
13 Lions (h) W 31-20
20 Stormers (a) W 19-17
28 Jaguares (a) L 15-20

MAY
4 Blues (h) W 26-21
12 Sunwolves (h) W 33-0
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) W 22-10

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) W 42-19
8 Waratahs (a) W 35-24
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

MCINERNEY HISTORIC TREBLE
When hooker Connal McInerney came 
off the bench in Tokyo in the hat-trick 
of tries that he collected made him only 
the fifth player in Super Rugby history to 
score three tries as a replacement. Not 
only did McInerney achieve this feat, the 
tries were the first he had scored at the 
elite level. In so doing, the young rake 
also became the 20th Brumbies player to 
claim a try this season. With Tom Cusack 
and Andy Muirhead joining the list, the 
Brumbies now had 22 scorers this season, 
equal with the 2015 vintage. 

WIN STREAK STANDS AT FIVE
The win over the Waratahs brings the 
Brumbies winning streak to five matches, 
equaling the achievements of 1997, 2001 
and 2002. Only the 2007 team (with 
six wins) have achieved more wins in a 
season, although the Brumbies longest 
winning streak spans 2001/2002 when 
the team won nine matches in a row.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Brumbies (Q) 15 9 0 6 390 339 +51 7 43
2 Rebels 15 7 0 8 385 406 -21 6 34
3 Waratahs 15 6 0 9 355 366 -11 6 30
4 Reds 15 6 0 9 358 398 -40 4 28
5 Sunwolves 15 2 0 13 284 532 -248 4 12

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders (Q) 16 11 3 2 497 257 +240 8 58
2 Hurricanes (Q) 15 11 1 3 420 338 +82 3 49
3 Chiefs 15 6 2 7 392 457 -65 3 31
4 Highlanders 15 5 3 7 392 380 +12 5 31
5 Blues 15 5 1 9 323 340 -17 7 29

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Jaguares (Q) 15 10 0 5 409 342 +67 6 46
2 Bulls 15 7 2 6 362 342 +20 4 36
3 Lions 15 8 0 7 374 430 -56 3 35
4 Stormers 15 7 1 7 335 354 -19 4 34
5 Sharks 15 6 1 8 331 326 +5 7 33

Q  –  Q u a l i f i e d  f o r  Q u a r t e r  F i n a l s



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2019 APPS 2019 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 13 5 – 1t 72 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 13 15 – 3t 71 40 – 8t

Tom BANKS 15 30 – 6t 43 90 – 18t

Jahrome BROWN 10 5 – 1t 10 5 – 1t

Sam CARTER 14 5 – 1t 119 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK 13 5 – 1t 30 15 – 3t

Murray DOUGLAS 9 - 19 -

Blake ENEVER 5 - 50 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 14 55 – 11t 27 70 – 14t

Vunipola FIFITA 1 - 1 -

Mack HANSEN 1 - 1 -

Wharenui HAWERA 5 4 – 2c 36 190 ¬– 2t, 42c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU 1 - 1 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE 3 - 14 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 15 35 – 7t 119 140 – 28t

Christian LEALIIFANO 14 89 – 1t, 39c, 3p 147 937 – 20t, 183c, 155p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 14 - 47 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN 4 - 5 -

Matt LUCAS 10 - 59 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 9 5 – 1t 69 40 – 8t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 9 10 – 2t 37 30 – 6t

Connal MCINERNEY 7 15 – 3t 13 15 – 3t

Andrew MUIRHEAD 10 5 – 1t 24 35 – 7t

Chance PENI 3 10 – 2t 17 45 – 9t

David POCOCK 3 - 112 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 15 5 – 1t 57 20 – 4t

Toni PULU 10 5 – 1t 41 75 – 15t

Tom ROSS 3 - 3 -

Pete SAMU 14 15 – 3t 47 60 – 12t 

Irae SIMONE 14 15 – 3t 24 15 – 3t

Scott SIO 14 - 99 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 15 5 – 1t 119 30 – 6t 

Henry SPEIGHT 12 20 – 4t 120 225 – 45t

Darcy SWAIN 10 - 11 -

Lausii TALIAULI 2 - 25 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 7 5 – 1t 10 10 – 2t

Tom WRIGHT 10 10 – 2t 10 10 – 2t
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 

#SUPERSEASON

Foxtel marks used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd. 

I want it all
✓ Super Rugby: Every game LIVE
✓ Rugby Championship: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby World Cup: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby Sevens World Tour: Every stop LIVE

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

A hat-trick of tries from centre Tevita Kuridrani 
set the Plus500 Brumbies on the way to a 22-
10 crushing of the Bulls at GIO Stadium. The 
Wallabies midfielder was in sparkling form as 
the home team claimed a crucial bonus point 
on an evening in which they outplayed the 
South African Conference leaders to boost 
hopes of finishing at the top of the Australian 
section.

Kuridrani scored the first of his treble early, 
going over in the corner after excellent 
approach work from Tom Banks, and his 
second, close to half-time, showed the 
Brumbies attacking intent as, off a line-out, 
they eschewed the rolling maul and Joe 
Powell fired a pass to a rampaging Kuridrani 
who crashed over. In the second half Irae 
Simone crossed for a maiden Super Rugby try 
and there was still time for more as Kuridrani 
gloriously ran in his third.

In Tokyo a week later, a bonus-point win took 
the Brumbies five points clear at the top of 
the Australian Conference with two rounds 
remaining after they recorded a six-try 42-19 
away win over the Sunwolves at the Prince 
Chichibunomiya Memorial Stadium. Hooker 
Connal McInerney became just the fifth player 
in Super Rugby history to claim a hat-trick of 
tries off the bench, replacing Folau Fainga’a 
at the interval, and being on the end of a trio 

of unstoppable mauls to score his treble as the 
Brumbies took home a 23-point victory. 

The Plus500 Brumbies secured their fourth 
Australian Conference title with a 35-24 victory 
over the Waratahs at Bankwest Stadium in 
Parramatta, in the process making certain of a 
home Super Rugby Quarter Final to be played 
at GIO Stadium in Canberra. The damage was 
all done in the first half in a blistering eighteen-
minute spell in which the visiting team scored 
four tries to rip apart the Waratahs and set the 
platform for an outstanding win.

RESULTS
R15: Plus500 Brumbies (12) 22 (T: Kuridrani 
(3), Simone, C: Lealiifano) Bulls (10) 10 (T: 
Liebenberg, C: Libbok, P: Libbok) 

R16: Sunwolves (12) 19 (T: Saumaki, Masirewa, 
Booth, C: Parker (2)) Plus500 Brumbies (21) 
42 (T: Samu, Simone, Banks, McInerny (3), C: 
Lealiifano (6))

R17: Waratahs (3) 24 (T: Phipps, Ashley-Cooper, 
Rona, C: Foley (3), P: Foley) Plus500 Brumbies 
(28) 35 (T: Arnold, Muirhead, Simone, Fainga’a, 
Cusack, C: Lealiifano (5))
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