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B R U M B I E SMATCH DAY PROGRAM 2020 SUPER RUGBY AU, ISSUE 4
COACHES Q&A
Plus500 Brumbies Coach Dan McKellar gives us his thoughts 
ahead of tonight’s crucial clash against the Western Force. 

BRUMBIES JOURNEY: CADEYRN NEVILLE
He re-signed with the Brumbies during the week, so see 
where our towering Lock Cadeyrn Neville got his start 
before becoming a Brumby.   

MATCH PREVIEW
A win guarantees the Brumbies a home grand-final, so 
there couldn’t be more to play for in tonight’s game, with 
the side welcoming the Force to GIO Stadium for the first 
time since 2017. 

TEAMS: BRUMBIES V FORCE
See Dan McKellar and Tim Sampson’s sides here, with 
some familiar faces in the visitors lineup and some exciting 
selections for the Brumbies.

COMMUNITY RUGBY: MATT GITEAU RETURNS 
He’s played all over the world, but Matt Giteau’s journey 
began in ACT club rugby, and last week he returned, lining 
up for the Gungahlin Eagles. 

UPCOMING FIXTURES
With just one round remaining fixture in the Super Rugby 
AU regular season, the Brumbies will be hoping to line up a 
finals spot tonight with a win against the Force. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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Yeah so, a pretty settled group this week for us off of 
like you said, a really good performance against the 
‘Tahs. Really pleased with how all those guys went last 
week who were given an opportunity. 
 
Joe Powell had a rest last week, so he comes straight in 
for Ryan Lonergan who performed well after quite a bit 
of time away from the field.  
 
Reesjan Pasitoa has been outstanding over the last six 
weeks or so, so he has earned a crack this week off 
the back of that. We had some conversations around 
challenging himself at training and he’s done that. A 
young guy in the early stages of his career but certainly 
excited to see Reesjan out on the field at some point. 
 
Folau Fainga’a gets an opportunity off the bench this 
week. Connal (McInerney) has been outstanding for us 
as a finisher this season and last week was one of our 
best as a starter.  
 
Both those guys will give us big contributions so it’s 
certainly a luxury for myself to have two, and three 
with Noss (Lachlan Lonergan) quality hookers to 
choose from. 

It’s been great. We reviewed thoroughly 
and honestly as we always do on a 
Monday regardless of the result or the 
performance. There are always things 
to commend and improve on from any 
game but the boys have been excellent 
again in training this week.  
 
Particularly (captain’s run) they were slick 
and sharp and excited about hopefully 
playing a bit of dry weather footy on 
Friday night against a quality Force team.
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Absolutely. They’re a good group of hardened 
professional footballers and they’ll be stinging about 
last week for sure.  
 
They’ve got world cup winners, Super Rugby winners 
and a few familiar faces to us, guys like Godwin, Prior, 
guys who are no strangers to conditions in Canberra 
and will want to make their mark tonight.   
 
Like any Perth or Western Australian side, they’ll 
contest everything, put pressure on us whenever they 
can ye know. We saw that at Leichhardt a few months 
ago where they never gave us an inch, and we had to 
defend our line at times so we’re under no illusions 
about the challenge we have ahead of ourselves. 

I think it’s a chance for us to recognize properly, and show appreciation to a truly, special 
group of people that put their life on the line for us as Australians day in and day out. 
 
It’s also to me, a chance to honour those who have stepped up in the past ye know. There’s a 
long history of Australian men and women who have put their lives first to defend our country 
and what it means, and that is something we should always remember.



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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Cadeyrn Neville thought he would call Canberra 
home, long before ever considering playing for 
the Brumbies, or rugby for that matter. 

In fact, Big Nev was more interested in racing 
sculls as a rowing prodigy than bashing them as a 
powerhouse Lock earlier in his journey.

As a 16-year-old, Neville trained at the AIS and 
represented Australia at the Youth Olympics, 
but as good as he was in the boat, his frame was 
destined for the rugby field. 

In his spare time, Neville enjoyed running around 
for Manly 4th grade, a release from the pressures 
of chasing his Olympic goals. 

However, it only took a few years before 
he was playing first grade, and it was the 
Melbourne Rebels who would notice Neville’s 
real potential first. 

Robbie Deans saw it too. After just a couple 
game in Super Rugby, Neville found himself in 
Wallaby camp. 

However, the now 31-year old never got his 
chance at the Test-level. Blessed for Locks 
in his time in Australia, and in Japan, Neville 
found himself on the outside looking in but 
now, he is right back in the picture. 

Acclimatising back into Super Rugby can take 
some players a long time. Some need a couple 
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of preseasons before they’re sharp enough; 
Neville had 10 days. 

Two days after touching down in Canberra, 
Neville was on the Brumbies bus to Albury, 
where he was outstanding in a trial against the 
Melbourne Rebels, scoring on his first outing 
as a Brumby. 

A week later, he came off the bench to help 
seal the Brumbies round one victory over the 
Reds, the last club Neville played for in Super 
Rugby. 

Within 7 days, Neville was a starter, and 
dominated the Rebels up front to cement his 
spot in the team, and the Brumbies family. 

It’s a transition that has gone relatively 
unnoticed by casual fans, but it certainly 
wasn’t lost on incoming Wallabies boss, Dave 
Rennie. 

Neville, despite missing the start of Super 
Rugby AU with an ankle injury, has been 
included in the Wallabies PONI (player of 
national interest) squad, a marker of who the 
likely-Wallabies are. 

In his return to action last week, Neville was 
his usual self. Physical, hard-working and 
relentless despite only getting back on two 
feet a few weeks before. 

Neville brings a rower’s attitude to rugby. 
When boats line up at a start line, there is no 

stipulations or permutations. Whichever team or 
individual pulls the hardest for the longest will 
win. 

It’s the  ultimate competition in many respects. 
There’s no hope of getting the rub of the green 
from the refs, there’s not even much luck to 
speak of. Whoever finishes first wins. 

Cadeyrn Neville doesn’t care if he’s only just got 
his Brumbies kit, he’ll be available on Saturday, 
for 80 minutes. As soon as the moon boot came 
off, Neville was back to work. 

That dogged determination is not only crucial 
to the result every week, it’s integral to the 
ethos of a club. While Brumbies fans should be 
glad Caderyn Neville’s journey has stopped in 
Canberra for now, they should be equally happy 
he began it on the water. 



    

2020 Vodafone Super Rugby AU
Every Brumbies game live and ad-break free during play 

All in one place
 Foxtel

Foxtel marks are used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd.  SPR0047

SPR0047_SuperRugby_FPC_Brumbies_148x210_FA.indd   1 21/7/20   12:03 pm
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The Plus500 Brumbies will host the Western 
Force at GIO Stadium on Friday night, with 
the Force set to play in the nation’s capital 
for the first time since 2017 having joined 
Super Rugby AU for 2020. 

The equation for the Brumbies is simple. 
Win, and the Super Rugby AU Grand-Final 
will be held at the Fortress. 

The two sides met earlier in the season 
at Sydney’s Leichardt Oval, where the 
Brumbies ran home with a comfortable 
24-0 victory. 

Both sides are at different stages in the 
season, as the Brumbies currently sit top 
of Super Rugby AU, while the Force are 
placed bottom. 

However, that doesn’t mean there isn’t 
anything to play for, as the Brumbies look 
to hold on to first position in the final two 
rounds of the season, in a bid to host the 
Super Rugby AU final in Canberra on the 
19th of September. And the Force will 
also be hoping to prove they can match it 
with Australia’s best and get some much-
needed points on the board. 

But if last weeks results are anything to go by, 
the Brumbies should again come out on top 
against the Force, having convincingly beat 
the Waratahs in Canberra 38-11 thanks to 
braces from Pete Samu and Tom Wright. While 
the Force went down heavily to an inform 
Queensland Reds 57-5. 

The Force will need to find some much needed 
flair in attack if the are to come away from 
Canberra with maximin points, having only 
put 13 points on the board over their last two 
fixtures. 

They will also be looking for strong defensive 
improvements against the Brumbies, who 
were able to put on 26 unanswered points in 
the second half against the ‘Tahs. 

Brumbies head coach Dan McKellar also made 
a real statement amongst the competition 
during last weeks fixture, having made 16 
changes to the side which beat the Waratahs, 
showcasing the depth of players he has on 
offer.

Words: Daniel Heinrich 
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Folau Fainga'a
 Scott Sio
 Tom Ross
 Darcy Swain
 Rob Valetini
 Nic White
 Reesjan Pasitoa
 Len Ikitau

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Connal McInerney
Allan Alaalatoa (C)
Murray Douglas
Caderyn Neville
Lachlan McCaffrey
Will Miller
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Bayley Kuenzle
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Solomone Kata
Andy Muirhead
Tom Banks

REFEREE: 
Amy Perritt

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
Angus Gardener
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Feleti Kaitu’u
 Chris Heiberg
 Tom Sheminant
 Tevin Ferris
 Brynard Stander
 Nick Frisby
 Richard Kahui
 Jake Strachan

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Pekahou Cowan
Andrew Ready
Kieran Longbottom
Jeremy Thrush
Ollie Atkins
Fergus Lee-Warner
Kane Koteka
Henry Stowers
Ian Prior
Jono Lance
Brad Lacey
Henry Taefu
Kyle Godwin
Marcel Brache
Jack McGregor

AR2: 
Reuben Keane

TMO: 
Graham Cooper
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For the first time in over three years, 
the Plus500 Brumbies are hosting the 
Western Force at GIO Stadium and what 
better time to look back at some of the 
all-time stats between the two sides. It 
is a head-to-head fixture that has been 
successful for the Brumbies, the side 
having wins in 13 of 17 encounters. 

FIRST TIME (10/02/06 BRUMBIES 25 V 
10 WESTERN FORCE)

The first time the two sides ever met 
was back in 2006 in the first round of the 
then brand new Super 14 competition. 
The clash took place at Subiaco Oval in 
Perth, with the Brumbies running out 
25-10 winners.

LAST TIME (25/07/20 BRUMBIES 24 V 0 
WESTERN FORCE)

The latest encounter was little over a 
month ago, taking place at Leichhardt 
Oval in Sydney. In their first clash against 
the Force since they were axed from 
Super Rugby in 2017, the Brumbies put 
on a show with a dominant performance. 
The Force stood no chance as the 
Brumbies were too good at both ends of 
the pitch, running out 24-0 winners.

BIGGEST WIN (27/04/13 BRUMBIES 41 
V 7 WESTERN FORCE)

The biggest ever win in this head-to-
head encounter took place back in 2013 
at GIO Stadium. In the round 11 clash of 
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the 2013 season, the Brumbies were too 
strong running out 35 point winners in 
front of over 12,000 loyal supporters. 
Try scorers included Jesse Mogg, 
Henry Speight, Joe Tomane, Silvia Silvia 
and current Brumbies centre, Tevita 
Kuridrani. 

BIGGEST STREAK: BRUMBIES 8 WINS

The Brumbies currently hold the biggest 
win streak in the head-to-head, having 
won the last eight matches. The first win 
of this hot streak goes back to the 2014 
season, and a 17 point win away at nib 
Stadium in Perth. 



*Available for NSW, VIC and ACT account holders only. Think! About your choices. Call Gambler’s Help,  
Gambling Help or the ACT Gambling Counselling & Support Service on 1800 858 858 www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au  

or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au. Know when to stop. Don’t go over the top. Gamble Responsibly.

Available on Head to 

Head, Line, Margin  

& Total Match Points

 GET THE EDGE 

ON BRUMBIES 

GAMES!





For more information, visit
POPLARS.COM.AU
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AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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The extreme weather, the icy cold winds 
and even snow couldn’t deter fans from 
gathering to see the return of Canberra 
rugby great Matt Giteau in his Gungahlin 
Eagles debut at Portsea Oval on Saturday.

After playing overseas in France and 
Japan since 2011, Giteau returned to 
where it all began in the nation's captial, 
lacing up the boots in his first John I Dent 
Cup game since 2006.

“Last time I played for Queanbeyan 
Whites and we played Gungahlin. I think I 
broke my thumb, like 10-15 minutes into 
the game,” Giteau said.

“Wanting to compete, try and play some 
footy. I think when you don’t do it for a 
while you realise how much you miss it.”

Giteau says the Eagles welcomed him 
with open arms and are letting him take 
his time to adjust to their playing style.

“For the first week I’m just trying to learn 
my role and how the team plays and how 
they like to play, it was a big learning 
week for me," Giteau said.

“I think once I feel comfortable and if Joey 
wants to ask questions, I’m always there 
to help and not just Joey but anyone. So 
far for me it’s been about me learning 
but if I can pass on any knowledge, I’d 
love to share that.

“I’ve got a young family now we’ve just 
had a daughter about a month ago. So my 
focus is just on being in Canberra, getting 
back involved within the community and 
getting settled,” Giteau said.

“I don’t think I’ve been in Canberra for 
eight or nine years now, so for me it’s just 
trying to get back into the community, 
mix with old friends, stay with my family 
and just enjoy this time.”

Words: James Warr
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PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.

Enjoy your rugby experience within a lounge, with premium seating and food & beverage packaging.



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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The Plus500 Brumbies had great news 
on the injury front last time out against 
the NSW Waratahs, with Lock Caderyn 
Neville getting through 70 minutes of 
action on his return to rugby following 
an ankle injury earlier this year. 

Neville was superb for the Brumbies 
pre-COVID but was unable to continue 
that form in Super Rugby AU until last 
weekend, where he was his usual, 
physically dominant self. 

Tom Wright showed no lingering ill-
effects of the knock which kept him out 
against the Rebels back in round seven. 
The winger scored two tries, was busy in 
attack and rock-solid in defence. 

The same could be said for Loosehead 
star James Slipper who looked fresh from 
a few weeks’ recovery. The experienced 
campaigner was exceptional at scrum 
time and dynamic in the loose, looking 
in career best form for the Brumbies in 
2020. 

That leaves Ben Hyne and Noah Lolesio 
as the Brumbies major injury concerns 
heading (hopefully) into the Super 
Rugby AU Finals, with both making good 
progress on the treatment table thanks 
to the Brumbies medical staff. 
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