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WE’RE SEEING RED 
IN QUEENSLAND 
Everyone at Westpac will be  
cheering on the Queensland  
Reds and Reds Super W teams  
this season. We’re proud to be  
partners of Queensland Rugby  
Union for the next two years,  
helping Queensland communities  
thrive and supporting the  
development of the sport  
across the Sunshine State. 

Find out more on our website. 

Ross Miller
Chief Customer Engagement Officer,  
Westpac Group

https://www.westpac.com.au/


A historic night awaits rugby fans with not only 
the inaugural Super Rugby Pacific tournament on 
show, but a Vintage Reds and Tongan Invitational 
XV curtain raiser set to ignite Suncorp Stadium 
tonight.

Queensland Rugby legends have come together 
to raise funds for the Tongan recovery effort with 
a charity match featuring some of the game’s 
greatest names.

Queensland Reds head coach Brad Thorn will 
make his rugby return playing for the Vintage 
Reds, while David Croft will captain the side from 
the backrow, with the likes of Chris Latham, Rod 
Davies and Berrick Barnes lining up in the backs

The Reds forward pack features no less than four 
former Wallaby captains, with Stephen Moore, 
Nathan Sharpe, James Horwill and Ben Mowen all 
set to pull on the boots at Suncorp Stadium.

For the Tongan side, Radike Samo, Trevor Leota 
George Smith bring over 160 caps of international 
experience to the forward pack, while All Black 
star Hosea Gear and 2011 Super Rugby title winner 
Digby Ioane start on the wings.

Olympic flag bearer Pita Taufatofua will carry the 
Tongan flag onto the field, while the side will also 
perform a traditional war cry before kick-off.

The brother of current Reds prop Taniela Tupou, 
Criff Tupou, will come off the bench, as will cross-
code star Lote Tuqiri.

Toutai Kefu will coach the side, although he may 
see late minutes off the bench.

The QRU has partnered with UNICEF Australia’s 
Tongan Recovery Appeal with all public donations 
generated by this special invitational game 
directed towards UNICEF Australia’s fundraising 
efforts, in response to the explosion of the Hunga 
Tonga Hunga Ha’apai underwater volcano and 
subsequent tsunami last month.

Following this game, the Queensland Reds will 
battle the Melbourne Rebels as the reigning 
domestic champions look to continue their 
impressive recent record against Australian teams 

in Brisbane. 

I would like to welcome the Rebels, their coaching 
staff and team management to this great stadium 
here tonight in what shapes as a great season 
opener for both teams.

Brad Thorn has named a strong side for his first 
Super Rugby match of 2022 with a great mix of 
experience and exciting young talent on show.

Up to two players could make their Queensland 
debuts with Bond University scrumhalf Spencer 
Jeans and Brothers utility back Lawson Creighton 
both named on the bench.

After an extended injury layoff, hooker Alex Mafi 
will make his Super Rugby return alongside Dane 
Zander and the destructive Taniela Tupou in the 
frontrow.

Angus Blyth and Lukhan Salakaia-Loto pack 
down at lock, with co-captain Liam Wright, Harry 
Wilson and Angus Scott-Young making up a strong 
backrow combination.

James O’Connor and Wright’s fellow co-captain 
Tate McDermott start in the halves, with Hamish 
Stewart and Josh Flook outside them in the 
midfield.

Wests duo FIlipo Daugunu and Jordan Petaia 
make up an electric wing pairing, while Jock 
Campbell brings playmaking nous at fullback.

Off the bench, Josh Nasser also returns after an 
extended injury break, with Fraser McReight and 
Hunter Paisami offering strike power as finishers.

I would also like to congratulate James O’Connor 
who will play his 100th Super Rugby match tonight 
after making his debut as a 17-year-old for the 
Western Force back in 2008.

It shapes as another exciting season ahead for 
Queensland fans and I thank you all for attending 
tonight’s match.

Go Reds!

Roger Gould – QRU President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Roger Gould



santos.com/net-zero

A proudly Australian company, Santos aims to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2040, while continuing to supply affordable and 
reliable energy for generations to come.

We’re building one of the largest carbon reduction projects in the 
world, pursuing energy efficiency, investing in nature-based offsets 
and cutting edge technology for a clean fuels future.

Santos, proudly Australian made since 1954.

Santos. 
Committed 
to a net-zero 
emissions 
future.

http://santos.com/net-zero
https://www.xxxx.com.au/agegate/
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Help is close at hand. Don’t let the game play you. Stay in control. Gamble responsibly. Call Gambling Help on 1800 858 858 or visit www.gambleaware.nsw.gov.au or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au

FOR PROPER
PUNTERS

http://harveynorman.com.au
https://crossbet.com.au/


Every Match. Ad-free.
Live & On Demand.

Super Rugby 
Pacific

https://www.stan.com.au/rugby


Every Match. Ad-free.
Live & On Demand.

Super Rugby 
Pacific

MAKING SURE WHAT YOU STAND UP IN  
IS WORTHY OF WHAT YOU STAND FOR 

INTRODUCING ECOTEK, MADE FROM RECYCLED PLASTIC BOTTLES

DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU
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We’re roaring  
for the Reds!
We’re proud supporters of the Queensland
Reds Men’s and Women’s teams and are
roaring them on for another great season.
Visit our website to learn more about how  
we support inclusive footy.

  St.George Bank Footy

Proudly Australian owned and operated.

orthoplex_auorthoplex.com.au

Official Sports Nutriional 
Supplement Supplier of the 

Queensland Reds. 

https://www.stgeorge.com.au/about/community-sponsorship/footy-grants
http://orthoplex.com.au
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Choice of vehicle
puts you in

total control.

Select Your Vehicle

Sedan
1-4 Passengers

SUV
1-6 Passengers

MAXI TAXI
1-11 Passengers

Wagon
1-4 Passengers

Get our app. Go your way.
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WITH EVERY 
TACKLE
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Book online at qscan.com.au/bookings

Qscan Radiology are the leading diagnostic imaging 
specialists in Australia. Offering medical scans and 
interventional procedures to diagnose and manage 

musculoskeletal and sports related injuries.
Official Supplier 

& Partner
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SPORTS IMAGING
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BY JIM TUCKER

TANIELA TUPOU: 
WINNING VIBES FOR TONGA’S 

RECOVERY AND THE REDS 



If Taniela Tupou had his way he’d 
probably play 120 minutes tonight 
for the Queensland Reds and the 
Tongan recovery cause that is so 
dear to him. 

Before he rips into the Melbourne Rebels, the 
prop will definitely have an eye on the 5pm 
curtainraiser that will raise much-needed funds to 
help his homeland recover from the recent volcanic 
eruption. 

The giant prop playfully said he’d love to play 
beside George Smith, Radike Samo, Digby Ioane, 
former All Black Hosea Gear, former Samoan 
hooker Trevor Leota and Co in the Polynesian line-
up assembling as the Tongan Invitational XV. 

They will get tonight’s action at Suncorp Stadium 
off to a lively start in a 40-minute match against 
the Vintage Reds to drive fundraising for UNICEF 
Australia’s Tongan Recovery Appeal. 

For Tupou, the cause is deeply personal. He had 
to wait days after the dramatic eruption in mid-
January to hear from his mother Loisi. 

“It was tough wondering if my mum was OK,” 
Tupou said of the violent volcanic eruption and the 
tsunami to follow. 

“It was hard being here in Australia with my family 
back in Tonga. Everything happened and you 
couldn’t talk to them for four or five days. 

“My (late) father’s small island of Nomuka...gone, no 
more houses. 

“People heard a big noise like a machine gun, then 
the tide went out and came back in again. 

“My mum’s village outside Nuku’alofa is OK. 
The ash from the volcano is thick on the roof, 
everywhere. You needed to wear a mask but it 
could have been worse. 

“I couldn’t call my mum. I had to wait four days until 
she could call me.  

“The call came through at 2am. When I heard 
everyone was OK I went to sleep in peace.” 

The recovery cause holds significance for all those 
of Tongan heritage in the Reds squad including 
hooker Alex Mafi, prop Feao Fotuaika, new squad 
prop George Blake and lock Lukhan Salakaia-Loto, 
who has Tongan and Samoan background. 

The creation of Super Rugby Pacific is exciting for 
everyone at the Reds because it does create new 
goals and standards to be reached. 

The Reds’ 40-34 victory over the Chiefs in 
Townsville last season was a glimpse at what is 
possible but Tupou is well aware that a successful 
2022 campaign requires more than a single win 
over a Kiwi team. 

At 25, Tupou is not just a pillar of dominance at 
scrum time and a whirl of powerful limbs when 
let loose as a ball-runner. He’s one of the best 
experienced in the Reds line-up with 38 Tests 
to his name and more than 70 Super Rugby 
appearances since 2016. 

“It’s hard to believe that I’m one of the older guys 
in the team now. I’ve been here since 2014. Most 
of boys, they were still in school then,” Tupou 
reflected. 

“The Reds have done a lot for me. I love this team. 
When I came here in 2014, we were the low of the 
lowest. There have been a few hard years of footy 
and look where we were last year as Super Rugby 
AU champions. 

“There is definitely room for improvement but, from 
where we were to now, we are heading in the right 
direction. I’m really looking forward to where we 
can take this team to.” 

On every level that is competing more consistently 
with Kiwi opponents and sustaining the rage 
against Australian opponents like the Rebels. 

“Every season, ‘Thorny’ (coach Brad Thorn) tries to 
make us better,” Tupou said. 

“Last year, we did really well against Australian 
teams (8-1) but when we played the Kiwi teams 
they gave us a big lesson. 

“In pre-season, we’ve looked at that because if 
we want to win the comp we have to beat the Kiwi 
teams. Whatever it takes. 

“Off turnovers, the Kiwis are really quick so we 
have to set our defence early so we cover the 
whole field. React. 

“We can’t be nervous when we play them just 
because they are the Crusaders, for example. Two 
years ago, we nearly beat them in Christchurch.” 

Tupou is not looking too far ahead when the first 
match against the Kiwis is slated for April 23 when 
the Reds meet the Hurricanes in Melbourne during 
the “Super Round.” 

Those higher standards must infuse every 
performance and that starts tonight against Carter 
Gordon and the dangerous Rebels.  

You can donate to UNICEF Australia’s Tonga 
Recovery Appeal via: tonga.unicef.org.au/t/qru

http://tonga.unicef.org.au/t/qru


 

 

 

Proud to be the Official Airline of the Queensland Reds 

 

Create a unique charter experience with our comfortable and modern aircraft 

www.allianceairlines.com.au 

http://allianceairlines.com.au


Rhino Australia is your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all your Rugby playing and training needs.
Email sales@rhinoaustralia.comsales@rhinoaustralia.com or call now on 1300 556 1121300 556 112  

Let us provide high quality products for your club or school with huge savings!

www.rhinoaustralia.com

WORLD CLASS BALLS
SCRUM MACHINES
BREAKDOWN BAGS
TACKLE PADS
HIT SHIELDS
PROTECTION
GRIP-TEC
FITNESS TRAINING
FIELD EQUIPMENT
AND SO MUCH MORE...
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MIKEHAYES
AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF

THE YEAR 2017 (ASVO)

Visit the Cellar Door to discover the new range of
organic and vegan wines. 

“Intrinsically chiselled by Mother Nature, our wines are
sculptured by wind, rain and sunshine to embed typicity of

style whilst philosophically stimulating the mind with
natural pleasures.” Sirromet Chief  Winemaker

& Director of  Viticulture. 

Sirromet Winery now home to Australian
Winemaker of  the Year 2017, Mike Hayes.

https://www.sirromet.com/
https://www.9news.com.au/
mailto:qldrugby%40westpoinautos.com.au?subject=


 

HopgoodGanim Lawyers
When exceptional 
outcomes matter.

From city shaping projects, business 
changing transactions and disputes to 
family and relationship law and private 
client advisory. It’s time to raise your 
expectations for exceptional outcomes, 
when it comes to protecting you and 
your business.

Proudly the Official Legal Partner of the 
Queensland Rugby Union. 
Visit us at hopgoodganim.com.au

labanderita.tv
For great recipes visit

Tacos or Burritos?

Proud sponsors of the 
mighty QLD Reds.

WWW.RINGERSWESTERN.COM

http://hopgoodganim.com.au
http://labanderita.tv
http://www.ringerswestern.com
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5 STAR REVIEWS
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FUEL OF
THE QLD

REDS
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mater.org.au

Bringing together 
health, education 
and research for a 

healthy community.

http://mater.org.au


mater.org.au

Bringing together 
health, education 
and research for a 

healthy community.

Developed with your ultimate wellbeing in mind.
neurosocks

Cushioned 
Heel Cup

Nuero Haptic 
Technology

2-Zone Support 
System

F IND OUT MORE AT :
mybiowin.com

Utilising proprietary neuro haptic 
technology to assist with pain 
management, improved mobility, 
balance, higher energy, strength, and 
athletic performance.

Collaborating with 2000+ healthcare 
practitioners globally, available in over 
3000 European retail and pharmacy 
outlets.

Helping over 6 million people achieve 
their wellness and performance goals 
with drug free and non-invasive 
technology.

Find out more at mybiowin.com

http://mater.org.au
http://mybiowin.com
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