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The best place to be this Good Friday 
is Suncorp Stadium with a feast of 
football on offer for fans.
 
The Queensland Reds battle the ACT 
Brumbies in a blockbuster Double 
Header with this great stadium the 
only facility open tonight serving food, 
drinks and quality rugby.
 
Our Super W side will be looking it to 
make it three-straight wins when they 
take on their capital counterparts at 
5:05pm, before one of Super Rugby’s 
greatest rivalries is set to be reignited 
as our men battle the Brumbies at 
7:35pm.
 
I would like to welcome the Brumbies 
Super W and Super Rugby Pacific 
coaching staff and team management 
to Suncorp Stadium in what shapes 
as an exciting evening for all teams 
involved.
 
Queensland Reds head coach Simon 
Craig has made three changes to his 
starting XV for this evening’s Round 
3 Buildcorp Super W clash with the 
Brumbies. 
 
New Zealand duo Diane Hiini and 
Carys Dallinger have been named to 
start in the halves after making their 
Super W and Queensland debuts last 
weekend Queensland’s win over the 
Western Force. 

 Hiini, who hails from Christchurch, 
starred for Premiership side Matatu 
throughout their Super Rugby Aupiki 
season, while Dallinger was chief 
playmaker at flyhalf for the Hurricanes 
Poua. 
 
2022 Selena Worsley Medal (Queensland 
Premier Rugby Women’s Player of the 
Year) winner Alana Elisaia will earn her 
first start of the 2023, coming into the 
wing in place of Sam Curtis who will shift 
to the bench.
 
Brad Thorn meanwhile has made 
four changes to his starting XV as the 
Reds and Brumbies battle for the Rod 
Macqueen Cup.
 
Phransis Sula-Siaosi will earn his first 
Super Rugby start, with Angus Blyth 
returning to the run-on team after 
making his comeback from an ankle 
injury via the bench last week.
 
Flyhalf Lawson Creighton will feature in 
the number-10 jersey for the first time 
this season, while Filipo Daugunu is back 
on the wing after last week’s loss to the 
Crusaders.
 
Jock Campbell starts in the fullback 
jersey as Isaac Henry and Josh Flook 
combine in the midfield – Flook fresh 
from his first Wallabies squad selection.
 
Co-captain Tate McDermott and 
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Creighton make for a new-look 
halves combination, with the Reds 
out to continue their hold on the Rod 
Macqueen Cup.
 
Harry Wilson, Fraser McReight and 
skipper Liam Wright continue their 
partnership in the backrow, while 
Blyth will partner Uru after the duo 
both re-signed with Queensland 
Rugby today.
 
Sula-Siaosi, Matt Faessler and Peni 
Ravai will start in the frontrow, 
with Ryan Smith, Zane Nonggorr 
and James O’Connor set to provide 
strike off the bench.
 
On behalf of the Queensland Rugby 

Union, I hope you enjoy both of tonight’s 
matches and I thank you for your support 
and attendance.
 
Go the Reds!

Roger Gould – QRU President
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STOCK RANGE.
High quality on field and off field products 
delivered to you in 3 weeks with your logo.  
Simple, fast, & convenient.

MADE STRONGER

DISCOVER MORE

Follow us on canterburyteamsportsau canterbury teamwear anz

http://canterburyteamwear.com.au/core-24-7-express-range
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SIMPLY SIRROMET,
SIMPLY WONDERFUL!

Escape to Sanctuary by Sirromet and indulge in a wonderful winery getaway. 
Relax in the glamping style accommodation, nestled in the uniquely Queensland 

bush setting, take in the stunning scenery and fresh country air.  

You’ll also enjoy the thoughtfully curated menus, superb handcrafted wines and 
Sirromet’s wonderful hospitality.

The many pleasures and natural habitat set the scene for a simply special stay.

 The Simply Sirromet package includes:

To book visit www.sanctuarybysirromet.com or call 07 3206 2999. *Conditions apply.

Overnight accommodation in a premium pavilion
A premium wine tasting

 Breakfast for two

http://www.sanctuarybysirromet.com


DRITIMES.COM

USE CODE: redsfamily
FOR REDS MEMBERS

Beach. Pool. Travel. Sport. 
Whatever your passion, 

DRITIMES is all about creating 
incredible towels for every 

adventure.

HASTA CERTIFIED RANGE

Supports general health and wellbeing. Always 
read the label and follow the direccons for use.orthoplex_au

Official Sports Nutriional 
Supplement Supplier of the 

Queensland Reds. 

28 APR - 28 MAY 2023

PARTNERS

BRISBANECOMEDYFESTIVAL.COM

ROSS NOBLE  TRIPOD  THE UMBILICAL BROTHERS  CAL WILSON  LUKE HEGGIE   
TWO MAN TARANTINO  HEATH FRANKLIN  SAMMY J  JIMEOIN  AKMAL  DANNY BHOY   

CHRIS RYAN  DAVE HUGHES  CLAIRE HOOPER  JOE AVATI  LAWRENCE MOONEY   
PETER HELLIAR  ROVE MCMANUS + MANY MORE

BOOK NOW

https://www.dritimes.com/
https://www.orthoplex.com.au/home
http://brisbanecomedyfestival.com


 

HopgoodGanim Lawyers
When exceptional 
outcomes matter.

From city-shaping projects to business 
transactions, corporate litigation and 
disputes, family and relationship law, 
resources and mining law, and private 
client advisory, HopgoodGanim Lawyers 
is here to support you. We are committed 
to delivering exceptional outcomes for 
our clients.

Proudly the Official Legal Partner of the 

Queensland Rugby Union.

 

Visit us at hopgoodganim.com.au.

https://www.harveynorman.com.au/
https://www.hopgoodganim.com.au/
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Tate McDermott’s pledge of 
allegiance to the Queensland 
Reds for another four years 
is all about the worthy 
motivation of unfinished 
business.
 
The game-breaker at halfback 
is adamant he has much more 
to achieve with the Reds and 
Wallabies and he wants to be 
a big part of the future of both 
teams.  

His new four-year deal, 
announced on Thursday, follows 
the Reds’ recent re-signing 
of all-action flanker Fraser 
McReight, lock Angus Blyth, 
utility forward Seru Uru and 
flyhalf Tom Lynagh.   
 
“There’s no other place I really 
want to be. I could have looked 
at a couple of things overseas 
but I haven’t achieved enough 
here yet,” McDermott said.  
 
“A lot of fellas share the same 
mindset. The boys are eager to 
pull on the jersey.”  
 

McDermott made the strong 
point that the momentum to 
make the Reds more successful 
was a shared vision.   
“A lot of guys who came through 
with me are still here. We’ve had 
a few long-term deals signed 
this week and we may have a 
few more next week,” he said. 
 
“We’ve got plenty left to achieve. 
That’s part of the motivation and 
you also see what’s ahead with 
the new facility at Ballymore. 
 
“I’m really grateful for the 
faith shown in me across my 
whole six years at the Reds. 
It’s a massive privilege to stay 
another four in Queensland and 
Australia. 
 
“There are a lot of good things 
happening here in Queensland 
and we just have to transfer that 
onto the field.” 
 
McDermott will play his 71st 
game for the Reds against the 
ACT Brumbies in Friday night’s 
peak clash at Suncorp Stadium.
 
At just 24, he’s on track to join 



legends Peter Slattery and Will 
Genia as the only Queensland 
halfbacks in the “100 Cap Club.” 
 
Re-signing McDermott is vital 
on another level. The crowd-
pleaser is a fan favourite at 
Suncorp Stadium where the 
Reds will be missing another 
pin-up when prop Taniela Tupou 
heads to the Melbourne Rebels 
next season. 
 
McDermott’s honest emotions 
are a big part of that. He thrills 
to victories with a smile but 
there is no one more obviously 
gutted after a loss. 
 
“Queensland is very special to 
me. It’s my home. When we’re 
winning, of course, I’m going 
to be smiling. On the flipside, I 
don’t like losing. I hate it,” he 
said. 
 
“For me, I just want to get better 
and I want this club to get 
better. 
 
“We’re not happy where we 
are at the moment. If I can 
be a small piece in driving us 

forward and getting this group 
hungrier so be it.” 
 
Being left out of the 33-man 
Wallabies training squad, 
announced by coach Eddie 
Jones, has been met by the 
reaction you’d expect. 
 
“I was pretty disappointed 
but, at the same time, it was 
expected. I would have been 
surprised to be in it. Excluding 
that Crusaders game, I’ve 
not played amazing footy this 
season,” McDermott said. 
 
“There’s plenty of footy ahead. 
I had a conversation with Eddie 
around just having to sharpen 
up. 
 
“I appreciate honesty like that. 
 
“I know better than anyone I’ve 
got to improve if I want to be 
in France at the end of the year 
(for the World Cup). 
 
“My strength has always been 
the running side but probably 
the sharpening has to come, as 
before, in the bread-and-butter 



elements for a halfback.” 
 
McDermott banging a kick 
out on the full against the 
Hurricanes in Townsville in 
Round One was a demerit in 
front of Jones in the stands. 
Equally, his heads-up grubber 
kick for the Jordan Petaia try 
against the Crusaders was 
perfect. 
 
Finding a higher level of 
consistency is what all players 
chase. 
 
Playing against the Brumbies 
has become the rivalry match 
of recent years with the sides 
each taking five wins from the 
10 clashes since the beginning 
of 2020. 
 
“It’s huge. We love playing 
the Brumbies, regardless if it 
is in Brisbane or the capital,” 
McDermott said. 
 
“For us, we’ll front up to play 
a positive brand, a disciplined 
brand, of rugby. They’ve been 
the buzzwords this year but we 
need controlled aggression to 

go with that which is what we 
haven’t had. 
 
“We’ll show up for Queensland 
but when we say we are going 
to do something, we actually 
have to do it. 
 
“Obviously, a couple of boys 
really showed up against the 
Crusaders. The challenge in 
this game is for it not to be a 
couple but all 23 men in maroon 
showing up and going to war.”



https://reds.rugby/news/sulasiaosi-earns-first-start-creighton-returns-for-good-friday-clash-against-brumbies-202344
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THERE FOR YOU wITH EVERY TACKLE

Book online at  
qscan.com.au/bookings

Qscan Radiology Clinics are the leading diagnostic imaging specialists in 
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diagnose and manage musculoskeletal and sports related injuries. Official Supplier 
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Exclusive Special offer to QLD Reds fans!  
Receive 20% OFF site wide!  

Simply enter the code  

QLDRD20  
at checkout  

www.victorshop.com.au

https://reds.rugby/about/partners
https://www.victorshop.com.au

