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WE’RE SEEING RED 
IN QUEENSLAND 
Everyone at Westpac will be  
cheering on the Queensland  
Reds and Reds Super W teams  
this season. We’re proud to be  
partners of Queensland Rugby  
Union for the next two years,  
helping Queensland communities  
thrive and supporting the  
development of the sport  
across the Sunshine State. 

Find out more on our website. 

Ross Miller
Chief Customer Engagement Officer,  
Westpac Group

https://www.westpac.com.au/


A big night of rugby awaits fans tonight as Suncorp 
Stadium plays host to a historic double header.

This evening’s opening game sees the Wallaroos 
take on Fijiana in their first test match of the year.

It’ll be the first time since 1997 the Wallaroos have 
played in Queensland as the Aussies look to 
kickstart their World Cup preparations with victory 
here tonight.

So too the Queensland Reds as they host the 
Highlanders in Round 12 of Super Rugby Pacific 
straight after the Wallaroos have played.

Queensland are out to end a four-game losing streak 
against the men from Dunedin as the two teams go 
head-to-head at Suncorp Stadium for the first time 
since 2018.

I would like to welcome the Highlanders, plus 
the Wallaroos and Fijiana, the respective team’s 
coaching staff and team management to this great 
stadium here tonight in what shapes as big evening 
of rugby.

Reds head coach Brad Thorn has made five changes 
to the XV for tonight’s Super Rugby match with 
Feao Fotuaika starting at tighthead prop due Taniela 
Tupou sidelined with a calf injury for the remainder 
of the season.

Hunter Paisami is also out due injury which sees 
Josh Flook shift from the wing to outside centre.

Following successful returns from injury last week 
against the Chiefs, Lukhan Salakaia-Loto and Seru 
Uru are both in the starting side this week at lock 
and blindside flanker respectively.

Jordan Petaia and Suliasi Vunivalu will bolster 
Queensland’s backline named on either wing after 
overcoming minor hamstring injuries.

With Vunivalu back in the side it sees Filipo Daugunu 
on the bench in one-of-four changes to the Reds’ 
reserves.

Angus Blyth and Angus Scott-Young will also start as 
finishers this week following Salakaia-Loto and Uru’s 
promotion to the XV, while 11 years after making his 
Queensland debut frontrower Albert Anae returns to 
the Reds as an injury cover replacement at tighthead 
lock in the number 18 jersey.

 

Tonight’s match against the Highlanders also 
doubles as the QRU’s Mental Health Round.

The QRU is proud to partner with the White Cloud 
Foundation, providing Tele-Mental Health service 
to players and members of the Queensland 
Rugby community suffering, or who are at risk of 
depression or anxiety.

Through the QRU’s In-Touch Mental Health 
Program, Queensland Rugby Union and our 107 
affiliated clubs across the state are working to 
increase awareness of mental health and improve 
the capacity of our organisation to support 
improved mental health in our game and the 
community.

You can access the service today by simply calling 
07 3155 3456.

For crisis support in Queensland, call the 
Queensland Health Mental Health Access Line on 
1300 MH CALL (1300 642 255).

I would encourage you all to visit our Queensland 
Rugby website and learn more on how you can 
access this service.

Thank you for support and attendance tonight.

 

Go the Wallaroos and Reds!

Roger Gould – QRU President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Roger Gould



http://qld.rugby


santos.com/net-zero

A proudly Australian company, Santos aims to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2040, while continuing to supply affordable and 
reliable energy for generations to come.

We’re building one of the largest carbon reduction projects in the 
world, pursuing energy efficiency, investing in nature-based offsets 
and cutting edge technology for a clean fuels future.

Santos, proudly Australian made since 1954.

Santos. 
Committed 
to a net-zero 
emissions 
future.

http://qld.rugby
http://santos.com/net-zero


QRU have partnered with White Cloud
Foundation to provide players, members,
volunteers and families of all affiliated clubs
across Queensland with access to free
mental health treatment and support via
telehealth from a team of counsellors,
psychologists, dietitians, social workers and
exercise physiologists. 

No referral required.  No mental health plan needed.
No need to travel.  No cost to you.

WHITE CLOUD 
TELE-MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE

Just call.Just call.    
07 3155 345607 3155 3456

https://www.xxxx.com.au/agegate/
https://whitecloudfoundation.org/
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http://harveynorman.com.au


Help is close at hand. Don’t let the game play you. Stay in control. Gamble responsibly. Call Gambling Help on 1800 858 858 or visit www.gambleaware.nsw.gov.au or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au

FOR PROPER
PUNTERS

http://harveynorman.com.au
https://crossbet.com.au/


Every Match. Ad-free.
Live & On Demand.

Super Rugby 
Pacific

https://www.stan.com.au/rugby


Every Match. Ad-free.
Live & On Demand.

Super Rugby 
Pacific

MAKING SURE WHAT YOU STAND UP IN  
IS WORTHY OF WHAT YOU STAND FOR 

INTRODUCING ECOTEK, MADE FROM RECYCLED PLASTIC BOTTLES

DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU
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We’re roaring  
for the Reds!
We’re proud supporters of the Queensland
Reds Men’s and Women’s teams and are
roaring them on for another great season.
Visit our website to learn more about how  
we support inclusive footy.

  St.George Bank Footy

Proudly Australian owned and operated.

orthoplex_auorthoplex.com.au

Official Sports Nutriional 
Supplement Supplier of the 

Queensland Reds. 

https://www.stgeorge.com.au/about/community-sponsorship/footy-grants
http://orthoplex.com.au
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Choice of vehicle
puts you in

total control.

Select Your Vehicle

Sedan
1-4 Passengers

SUV
1-6 Passengers

MAXI TAXI
1-11 Passengers

Wagon
1-4 Passengers

Get our app. Go your way.

THERE FOR 

YOU  
WITH EVERY 
TACKLE

THERE FOR 

YOU  
WITH EVERY 
TACKLE

Book online at qscan.com.au/bookings

Qscan Radiology are the leading diagnostic imaging 
specialists in Australia. Offering medical scans and 
interventional procedures to diagnose and manage 

musculoskeletal and sports related injuries.
Official Supplier 

& Partner
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BY JIM TUCKER

WORKHORSE RYAN SMITH 
PUTTING THE RIGHT 

NUMBERS ON THE BOARD



Former air conditioning contractor 
Ryan Smith has been a cool breeze 
of work-rate and fix-it efficiency 
since grabbing his chance to be a 
professional footballer.
Smith, 25, was still working on the 
tools from 6.30am and rushing to 
Reds training in 2020 when he got 
his first taste with two games off the 
bench for Queensland.
Fast forward to the business end 
of Super Rugby Pacific and the 
workhorse lock is a fixture in the Reds 
line-up.
He will line-up for his 11th game of 
2022 against the Highlanders at 
Suncorp Stadium tomorrow night.
The return of Wallaby Lukhan 
Salakaia-Loto means Smith is reunited 
in the pairing which started the 
victorious Super Rugby AU final last 
year.
For Smith, the equation to lay the 
platform for a sought-after win over a 
Kiwi side remains the same.
Nail the set piece basics and the Reds 
can flow from there.
Smith has been the Reds’ No.1 lineout 
target this season. He’s grabbed 
31 takes and stolen two opposition 
throws for good measure.
The tale of the tape reflects Smith’s 
consistency. He has made 87 tackles 
and missed just seven for an enviable 
completion rate of 91 per cent.
He may not pass the ball that much 
but Super Rugby’s Stats Perform tag 
him at 100 per cent accuracy for his 
28 passes.

Coach Brad Thorn has saluted Smith’s 
hard work and hungry, physical 
approach from the start.
“Ryan is just a great story coming 
through as that amateur/semi-
professional working his trade 
through COVID (in 2020). Nothing has 
been given to him,” Thorn said.
Smith regards it as a badge of honour 
that he has climbed every rung from 
Colts III at the Brothers club to where 
he is today.
The 1.99m Smith treats getting the 
lineout right as a personal mission 
and he sees the flaws in being too 
complicated as happened at times 
earlier in the season.
“The specific moves don’t have to 
be too tricky. If you throw it to the 
top of the leap, where the jumper is, 
opposition teams have a slim chance 
to pick it off. That’s taking it back to 
basics...get our jump, our throw and 
our lift right,” Smith said.
Players move around so often these 
days that a strata of players who are 
loyal servants to their state for 70 or 
80 games, without ever playing Test 
rugby, seems to have diminished 
across the country.
Smith is off-contract at the end of this 
season but is not looking beyond the 
Queensland border.
“Queensland is my home and I’d love 
to stay here as long as I can,” Smith 
said.
“This is always where I’ve played my 
rugby. I’m just happy to be playing 
rugby professionally and keeping off 
the worksite.



“I’m happy to put myself out there 
against the best in Australia and New 
Zealand. If any selection comes from 
that, great. Otherwise, I’m happy just 
to be showing up and putting my best 
foot forward for Queensland.”
The challenge of stepping up to the 
best Kiwi sides and earning an elusive 
win over the Highlanders is highly 
motivating.
“Definitely. Every week you play 
against Wallabies and All Blacks. 
Upon doing reviews of games, you 
pick up different little skills from 
different players,” he said.
“Some of the things done off the ball, 
for example, you pick up on the detail 
and try to add it to your tool box so to 
speak.”
When the Reds were looking for 
willing runners in the final minutes 
against the Hurricanes in Melbourne 
recently, Smith was the forward who 

put up his hand with willing carries.
Parents Peter and Jen were in the 
stands at AAMI Park on a Reds’ 
Supporters Tour. Both could be proud 
of him fighting to the 80th minute 
even in a loss.
Sunday is Mother’s Day so support will 
flow the other way.
“Mum has been a perpetual support 
for my rugby. She’s never missed a 
club game or a Reds home game 
and gets to as many away games as 
possible,” Smith said.
“Mum and dad came down to 
Melbourne on the charter flight with 
the Reds’ supporters. She always 
greets me after the game with a smile, 
a hug and a ‘good game’ no matter 
the result.
“We’ll have a quiet lunch at my 
parents’ place on Mother’s Day, just 
spending a bit of time together while 

https://belbaker.com.au/


dad prepares a nice feed.”
Smith hasn’t been called on to fixed 
the air conditioners of any teammates 
this year which means he must have 
done a good job last year of repairing 
the unit of Athletic Performance 
Manager Damian Marsh.
Smith has traded the work truck for 
training runs. So has Cobber, his 
kelpie-border collie cross with a 
hunger for chasing his frisbee.
Smith admires Thorn’s view on 
encouraging and promoting rugby 
players with a bit of life experience.
“I think it’s great that ‘Thorny’ can 
pick guys who have been toiling 
away in club rugby because he spots 
something in their make-up,” Smith 
said.

“(Hooker) Matt Faessler, my clubmate 
at Brothers, is probably the most 
recent who comes to mind. He’s just 
a fantastic bloke to have around the 
team.
“Most of the time, these guys have 
other jobs. They are forced into having 
other interests. They all have external 
qualities because they are not just 
rugby players.
“He might be on a job-site or 
whatever as a chippy (carpenter). He 
understands hierarchies, having a 
boss and having timelines and so on. 
It instils a pretty good work ethic and 
a holistic understanding of how the 
world works.
“It’s a good feeling to be recognised 
for that.”

https://belbaker.com.au/


 

 

 

Proud to be the Official Airline of the Queensland Reds 

 

Create a unique charter experience with our comfortable and modern aircraft 

www.allianceairlines.com.au 

http://allianceairlines.com.au


Rhino Australia is your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all your Rugby playing and training needs.
Email sales@rhinoaustralia.comsales@rhinoaustralia.com or call now on 1300 556 1121300 556 112  

Let us provide high quality products for your club or school with huge savings!

www.rhinoaustralia.com

WORLD CLASS BALLS
SCRUM MACHINES
BREAKDOWN BAGS
TACKLE PADS
HIT SHIELDS
PROTECTION
GRIP-TEC
FITNESS TRAINING
FIELD EQUIPMENT
AND SO MUCH MORE...
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MIKEHAYES
AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF

THE YEAR 2017 (ASVO)

Visit the Cellar Door to discover the new range of
organic and vegan wines. 

“Intrinsically chiselled by Mother Nature, our wines are
sculptured by wind, rain and sunshine to embed typicity of

style whilst philosophically stimulating the mind with
natural pleasures.” Sirromet Chief  Winemaker

& Director of  Viticulture. 

Sirromet Winery now home to Australian
Winemaker of  the Year 2017, Mike Hayes.

 

HopgoodGanim Lawyers
When exceptional 
outcomes matter.

From city shaping projects, business 
changing transactions and disputes to 
family and relationship law and private 
client advisory. It’s time to raise your 
expectations for exceptional outcomes, 
when it comes to protecting you and 
your business.

Proudly the Official Legal Partner of the 
Queensland Rugby Union. 
Visit us at hopgoodganim.com.au

labanderita.tv
For great recipes visit

Tacos or Burritos?

Proud sponsors of the 
mighty QLD Reds.

https://www.sirromet.com/
https://www.9news.com.au/
http://hopgoodganim.com.au
http://labanderita.tv
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AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE
SUPPLEMENT BRAND

OVER 20,000
5 STAR REVIEWS

VPA.COM.AU

FUEL OF
THE QLD

REDS

WWW.RINGERSWESTERN.COM

http://vpa.com.au
http://www.ringerswestern.com


WWW.RINGERSWESTERN.COM

mater.org.au

Bringing together 
health, education 
and research for a 

healthy community.

http://www.ringerswestern.com
http://mater.org.au


Developed with your ultimate wellbeing in mind.
neurosocks

Cushioned 
Heel Cup

Nuero Haptic 
Technology

2-Zone Support 
System

F IND OUT MORE AT :
mybiowin.com

Utilising proprietary neuro haptic 
technology to assist with pain 
management, improved mobility, 
balance, higher energy, strength, and 
athletic performance.

Collaborating with 2000+ healthcare 
practitioners globally, available in over 
3000 European retail and pharmacy 
outlets.

Helping over 6 million people achieve 
their wellness and performance goals 
with drug free and non-invasive 
technology.

Find out more at mybiowin.com

http://mybiowin.com
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