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B R E A K D O W NSEASON 2019, ISSUE 2
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Andy Muirhead kicks off the 
Getting to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus 
Darcy Swain tells us his favourite things and Tom Ross 
reveals his first and last.

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Get the inside scoop on the Grassroots competitions, the 
latest information from our Community Department, plus 
news on the Brumbies Foundation.

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Chiefs to GIO Stadium 
today and take a look ahead at the action on the field as 
well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Chiefs. Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper Brett Robinson take a trip back in time 
to 2005 and recall the day that the NZ Maoris visited the 
capital.

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS

Good evening all and welcome back to 
GIO Stadium for this evening’s clash with 
the Chiefs. Last week saw the season 
get underway with a narrow loss to the 
Melbourne Rebels. We had an excellent 
preparation going into the game and 
we started the match very well, but 
our dominance wasn’t reflected on the 
scoreboard at half-time.
 
I thought our set-piece was very good, our 
scrum and maul were excellent. There were 
good signs in attack and we created plenty 
of opportunities throughout, we just need 
to be better at converting the opportunities 
we create.
 
The four new players on debut certainly 
made an impact. Pete Samu was very good 
off the bench at number seven and, dealing 
with a role he probably wasn’t expecting to 
be playing, he did a very good job. James 
Slipper was very good at scrum time and 
put in a solid 50 minutes. Unfortunately, 
Toni Pulu picked up an injury very early in 
the game, but we are confident we will see 
him again in a Brumbies jersey in 2019.
Irae Simone had some nice involvements 
in the game as well. His vision and skills 

allowed us to take space down the edges at 
times and we are sure he will create many 
opportunities for us in 2019.
 
Unfortunately, injuries have taken a toll with 
David Pocock, Lausii Taliauli, Henry Speight 
and Toni Pulu all unavailable for tonight. 
With injuries come opportunity and we are 
excited to welcome Tom Cusack, Chance Peni 
and Andy Muirhead into the starting side for 
tonight. Cusack and Peni were unlucky not to 
be in the 23 last week and Andy was excellent 
off the bench.
 
There is an air of excitement around the Town. 
I know that you probably walked away a little 
disappointed on Saturday night, but we know 
that we have a strong group of players and 
an excellent program and that we can turn it 
around against the Chiefs tonight.
 
We want to put on performances that continue 
to excite the crowd, and there is no doubt that 
the noise that you create really inspires the 
boys especially in tough games at the back end 
of matches.

Enjoy the game,

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with Andy Muirhead. Find 
out more about Andy’s journey to 
the Brumbies and how he overcame 
adversity to make his Super Rugby 
debut. 

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us there’s. Today we find out all 
about Darcy Swain. 

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill the 
beans. This week we chat to our new 
prop, young Academy graduate Tom 
Ross.
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ANDY MUIRHEAD: 
A STUDY IN SELF BELIEF
As Andy Muirhead weaved his way through 
the Waratahs defence last year to score that 
breathtaking try, he didn’t look like a man 
without confidence. In truth, despite always 
having the self-belief that he would one day 
make it, the magic in Muirhead only started 
to surface after a mid-season change of 
mindset in 2018. Now, after toiling away for 
years to reach the top level, rarely having 
been given the chance he deserved, the guy 
they called ‘too small’, has found his feet 
with the big guns in Super Rugby.

When thinking of childhood, Muirhead’s 
minds eye brings him to Brisbane where 
he describes his family home as a warm, 
loving place. However, in his youth, finding 
direction in life, as it can be for many, was 
tough for the tricky winger. Luckily, he found 
inspiration from a family member, who 
chased an egg-shaped ball. 

“From a young age I never knew what I 

wanted to do but my cousin was a premier 
grade player in Brisbane and was around 
the Force when they started up,” Muirhead 
explained, in an exclusive interview for 
the Breakdown Official Program. “He was 
someone I really looked up to so then when I 
started playing, my family was right behind me 
the whole way.”

It took little or no time for the rugby bug to hit 
Muirhead, the bulk of his weekends now being 
spent travelling to and from games with his 
parents. However, their devotion to their sons 
young career was not due to his success at that 
point, it was because they could see how much 
the game meant to him. Still, frustration would 
begin to build as representative honours came 
in to the equation, especially as Andy’s talent 
started to become more evident. 

“I played some rep footy, but I didn’t 
necessarily make the big teams or anything,” 
Muirhead revealed. “It was tough. I had a lot 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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of setbacks not making the teams I wanted 
to but having the family I had they kept me 
grounded and happy really, and that meant 
that I kept enjoying the game despite feeling 
a bit forgotten about.”

Muirhead was shining on the pitch for Souths 
in Brisbane, but the realities of life started 
to bear down on him. Realising rugby could 
not be relied upon for future income, Andy 
began life as an apprentice powerline worker. 
Whilst he was content on the employment 
side of things, the frustration with his rugby 
remained. Despite now being a standout 
performer in the Brisbane competition, 
Muirhead still couldn’t get a look in at Super 
Rugby level. 

Dismayed at being overlooked time and again 
in Australia, Muirhead was given a lifeline in 
2014. Andy’s coaches at Souths, Steve and 
Toutai Kefu had a famous friend who was 
coaching Counties Manukau at the time 
and arranged for him to go to New Zealand.  
You may have heard of him, Tana Umaga?  
There were no promises given, by the All 
Black legend or anyone else, but Muirhead 
at least now had a path to follow, and after 
impressing at a local level, he managed to 
squeak into Counties’ ITM Cup squad. 

He made just three appearances, and by 
his own admission, did not play his best 
rugby, but learning under Umaga and being 
exposed to the professional game would end 
up being a crucial step on Muirhead’s path 
to the Brumbies. Returning to Souths for the 
2015 season, Muirhead had clearly made a 
leap in his development. All the traits, the 
ability to beat defenders and find space that 
Brumbies fans have seen in his brief time so 
far in the capital, began to show on the field. 

Souths would go all the way to a long overdue 
Premiership that year, with Muirhead at the 
fore of their title push and at the end of 
that season he finally got some recognition, 
included in Brisbane City’s star-studded 
National Rugby Championship [NRC] side. 
Unfortunately, once again, Muirhead was left 
frustrated after being left on the sidelines for 
most of the Brisbane campaign. One year 
on, he was left out of the squad entirely. 
Andy would tell you himself, that these were 
perhaps his darkest times as a rugby player.

“There were some moments then when 
I thought about quitting, especially after 
not making the 2016 Brisbane City team,” 
Muirhead admitted. “I started to think my 
opportunity might have passed me, moving 
into my late 20’s. Not many guys make it 
from there. One thing that always kept me 
playing was the people I played with and 
against started to progress up the ranks, 
getting signed to Super Clubs and honestly it 
used to annoy me because I felt I was as good 



as those guys but wasn’t getting a shot, for 
whatever reason.”

“I suppose they thought I was too small 
for the higher level. It’s something that 
followed me a lot as a young player. ‘You’re 
too small, you need to put on weight’. Then I 
did and played poorly. I couldn’t win. “

Still, Muirhead would not give up, doing 
everything he could to get himself in the 
shop window. Along the way, thanks to 
starring in some sevens tournaments, 
Muirhead found the spark that was there 
in 2015.  With a renewed determination to 
chase his Super Rugby dreams, Muirhead 
put out some feelers, and decided to make 
the move to Canberra, joining up with 
Canberra Royals, leaving behind steady 
employment and his home in Brisbane. 

Then, when the Brumbies were short of 
numbers, Muirhead was asked to help out 
at training. Juggling a new job as a delivery 
man, Muirhead showed he belonged in 
training, and stuck around Brumbies HQ, 
though again, there were certainly no 
promises that his endeavours would lead 
to the contract he so desperately desired. 
That all changed mid-way through the 
2017 Super Rugby season. A few injuries to 

Brumbies outside backs saw Muirhead travel 
with the squad to South Africa and Argentina. 

After making his debut in the Republic, 
Muirhead joined the fray in Buenos Aires with 
twenty to play, and his life changed forever. 
Showing an amazing appetite for the try-line, 
Muirhead scored two crucial tries in quick 
succession, a Hollywood-type story playing 
out in what was his first significant time on the 
pitch. Typical of the man, Muirhead looks back 
on that moment with both joy and a matter-
of-fact like confidence, aware of how special 
a time it was but unmoved by its gravity. 
Muirhead wasn’t surprised he was capable 
at Super Rugby level, he expected it. Others 
thought he would struggle, but he didn’t.  

“There was really no time to think about what 
was happening to me, I just played footy,” 
Muirhead recalled. “I think people look at 
Super Rugby and forget about the quality on 
the pitch on your own team. Obviously, it’s a 
huge tournament and it’s intense but when 
you’re in a team environment like the one we 
have, you don’t feel that pressure.

“I was lucky because the boys really got 
around me on that tour. I had the Royals boys 
at the start and was very close with them but 
then when you go away on a tour like that 



you get to spend a bit more time with guys. 
Fortunately for me, the old bulls of the squad 
sort of let me under their wing a bit. Even 
things like going for a coffee when you’re 
away makes you feel so much more part of it 
and I’ll always be so thankful to all the boys 
who made it easy for me coming in.”

Muirhead was signed for the rest of the 
season off the back of that tour, and at the 
end of the Brumbies campaign, he was 
awarded with a full-contract for 2018. Life 
can be maddening in this regard; you can 
work every second of every day to reach a 
goal, to climb to a new summit and when 
you get there, an even bigger one stares 
you in the face. For Muirhead, once he had 
a contract, there was now the pressure of 
performing. 

Many can make it, but the difference 
between staying at the highest level and 
achieving there, can be miniscule. A pass just 
slips through your fingertips, you miss time a 
high ball by a fraction, and your career can be 
dust. Presumably, when David Pocock misses 
a tackle, he’s upset at himself but there’s no 
question of his abilities. If Allan Alaalatoa 
gets caught at scrum time and gives away a 
penalty, there’s no call for him to be dropped 
from the side. Andy Muirhead didn’t have 

that luxury. Rightly or wrongly, as it had been 
his whole life, he had to be perfect to retain 
his spot. The catch 22 of that is of course, in 
order to meet the standard, most need a few 
games to there. 

“For me it was a confidence thing and feeling 
like you belong at that level,” Muirhead 
explained. “I had that amazing start but still, 
at that higher level you’re still figuring out 
what works and what your place is in a team. 
It’s only after you get some games under your 
belt you realise there’s a reason your there. “

There was a reason alright. Muirhead was 
magical to finish off 2018, that effort in 
Sydney against the Waratahs being the 
storybook ending to his epic journey to the 
summit of Super Rugby. Only, the journey 
hasn’t ended for Muirhead. As he sees it, it’s 
only beginning. After our Round One loss to 
the Rebels, many will count us out as Super 
Rugby contenders; Muirhead will believe. 
Many will say there is no way he’ll ever be a 
Wallaby; Muirhead would say why not. The 
odds have never been in his favour, and yet it 
hasn’t mattered. The man they said was too 
small, ready to make a massive mark on the 
2019 Plus500 Brumbies. 



C H A M P A G N E  B A R

CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Pasta

COFFEE ORDER Flat White with one shot

DRINK Soda Water with a touch of 
lemon or lime

SANDWICH FILLING Ham, Cheese, Tomato, Relish

BAND / MUSICIAN John Mayer

TV SHOW Game of Thrones

MOVIE Troy

BOOK Shoe Dog – Phil Knight

VIDEO GAME Halo

OTHER SPORT Volleyball and Rowing

TRY SCORED I don’t score tries!

GROUND PLAYED AT Viking Park #RedtillDead

SPORTS HERO Lebron James

SCHOOL SUBJECT Biology

COLOUR Green

SUPERHERO Hulk

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Cairns

WAY TO RELAX Read a book, listen to music 
or go for a walk

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies lock Darcy Swain took time out from his 
training schedule to tell us about his favourite things…….

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR

HOLDEN COLORADO 
(SAME CAR)

CELEBRITY CRUSH
ARIANA GRANDE

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
ED SHEERAN

HOLIDAY 
QUEENSTOWN, NEW ZEALAND

MOVIE WATCHED
HORRIBLE BOSSES 2

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
RED DEAD REDEMPTION

TRY I SCORED
PICK AND DRIVE TRY FOR 

GUNGAHLIN EAGLES

AWARD WON
CANBERRA U20’S PLAYER OF THE 

YEAR

BOOK I READ
BAREFOOT INVESTOR

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
DELIVERY DRIVER

MEAL I COOKED
PESTO PASTA

PARTY I ATTENDED 
NEW YEAR’S EVE

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
WATCH TV WITH THE FAMILY

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
LUKE KIMBER

MOBILE PHONE
IPHONE 6

MY FIRST
CAR

HOLDEN COLORADO

CELEBRITY CRUSH
CHARLIE FROM HI 5

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
SO FRESH 2004

HOLIDAY 
LOS ANGELES, USA

MOVIE WATCHED
TOY STORY

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
RUGBY 08

TRY I SCORED
UNDER 6’S BIG SWAN DIVE 

UNDER THE STICKS

AWARD WON
PARTICIPATION TROPHY WHEN 

I WAS 6

BOOK I READ
THE VERY HUNGRY 

CATERPILLAR

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
WAITER

MEAL I COOKED
CHICKEN PAD THAI

PARTY I ATTENDED 
MY FIRST BIRTHDAY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
HAVE A SHOWER

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
DAVID POCOCK

MOBILE PHONE
NOKIA BRICK
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

TOM?
TOM ROSS
POSITION: Prop
DOB: 29/4/1998 (age: 20)
BIRTHPLACE: Canberra, ACT 
HEIGHT: 180cm
WEIGHT: 118kg
SCHOOL: Daramalan College, 
Canberra, ACT

BRUMBY NUMBER: N/A
SUPER RUGBY DEBUT: N/A
BRUMBIES DEBUT: N/A
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 0
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 0
ACT CLUB: Gungahlin Eagles

New recruit, prop Tom 

Ross is the next to take 

part in our new series 

detailing ‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their live away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the lads have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

BRUMBIES FOUNDATION
Want to know more about the 
Brumbies Foundation? Find out how 
you can help to raise funds to support 
the development of the Academy 
Program.

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The latest news from our tireless 
Community team as they engage 
the next generation of rugby players 
across our region and beyond.

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP 
What’s been happening at Grassroots 
level at Brumbies Rugby and beyond? 

18

19

20



OVERVIEW
The Brumbies Foundation was established as 
the philanthropic arm of the Brumbies in the 
2018 season with an initial view to raise funds 
to support the development of the Academy 
Program. Funds raised are being utilised to 
provide the best coaching, mentorship and 
education for the players of our future, as 
well as providing access to our elite training 
facilities at Brumbies HQ. 

HOW DOES IT WORK?
In collaboration with the Australian Sports 
Foundation (ASF), all donations made in 
support of the Brumbies Foundation are 
tax deductible. To assist in raising funds, the 
Brumbies Foundation established the Game 
Day 23 coterie group. A group of likeminded, 
passionate Brumbies supporters keen to see 
the Academy Program prosper and willing to 
contribute financially to ensure this success. 
In 2019, the Brumbies Foundation will 
launch a new coterie group to support the 
development of the women’s Super W team. 
The Brumbies will endeavour to connect local 
business women with our players providing 
mentoring opportunities as well raising 
additional funds to provide the players with 
the same access to elite coaching and rugby 
development as our senior team.

THE RESULTS
Since its inception, the Brumbies Foundation 
has raised over $50,000, which has 
significantly impacted the academy program. 
We continue to see players elevated from the 
academy list to signing senior contracts with 
the extended Brumbies Super Rugby squad 
for season 2019, including rising stars Noah 
Lolesio, Len Ikitau and Tom Ross. For more on 
the Academy see page 87 of this publication.  

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED!
Brumbies 2019 membership packs will 
provide an opportunity to make an additional 
voluntary donation to the Brumbies 
Foundation. All donations of $2 or more 
are tax deductible, and all funds raised will 
be directed to supporting our men’s and 
women’s academy programs. Alternatively 
you may visit the clubs fundraising page 
asf.org.au/projects/brumbies-rugby-
foundation/ and make a donation there. 
Every donation made, assists the Brumbies in 
supporting our local talent.



GET INTO RUGBY IN FULL SWING
The Plus500 Brumbies Get Into Rugby Program 
is in full swing and recently paid a visit to Yoogali 
Public School, located in our Southern Inland 
Zone. The school children were delighted to 
welcome Zac Elliott and his team for some 
fun and games rugby-style with some tired, 
but happy, students heading home with the 
rugby bug. “Yoogali Public School is one of the 
best schools I have been to,” Elliott, from SIRU, 
commented of his visit. “The students were all 
so polite and enthusiastic, which is awesome! 
The staff were so welcoming and helpful.” Well 
done Yoogali and keep an eye out for future Get 
Into Rugby visits throughout Canberra and the 
surrounding region!

REGISTER FOR BRUMBIES DEVELOPMENT CAMPS
Don't wait until it’s too late, register now to live 
the life of a professional athlete at our Rugby 
Development Camps held at the world class 
facility, Australian Institute of Sports, Canberra! 
The U18 Camp for Girls aged between 16-18 will 
e held between the 13-a5 April this year, quickly 
followed by the boy’s camp for those aged 
between 15-17 which will take place on the 16-
18 April. These camps are always brilliant and are 
attended by Plus500 Brumbies players! For more 
information, or to register your interest, please 
email: d.tyson@brumbies.com.au. Remember 
spots are strictly limited, so get in now to avoid 
disappointment. 

MORE THAN A CLUB: COMMUNITY NEWS

SOUTH COAST 7'S IS BEGINNING TO BUZZ AGAIN!
This weekend Tathra will swell with Youth 
Rugby 7's Talent from across the Brumbies 
Region and wider as the ever-popular South 
Coast Sevens Rugby Tournament takes place! 
The Sevens extravaganza returns to Tathra 
following its successful debut in 2018 for what’s 
sure to be a fantastic weekend of rugby 7's. 
“It’s great fun to watch, really fast paced, skills-
based rugby,” Former Wallaby Gary Pearse said 
of last year’s 7s. “The whole day is set off by a 
carnival atmosphere, so it’s the perfect chance 
for people to get a taste for the sport.” If you’re 
in the area, why not stop and take in some of 
the action – you won’t be disappointed!
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Introduced for the 2018 Griffin Legal John I Dent 
Cup competition, the Bob Hitchcock Territory 
Shield has already found a welcome place in the 
hearts of rugby players and supporters of our 
seven Premier Division clubs here in Canberra. 

The Shield, named after Bob Hitchcock OAM, an 
ACT Rugby Life Member as well as being a Life 
Member of the Queanbeyan Whites club, was 
played under the format that saw whichever 
team holding the Shield at the end of the 
season proclaimed the winners and having 
their name engraved on the trophy before the 
recommencement of the challenge in 2019. After 
holding onto the Shield after downing Wests in 
Round 17, that honour befell Royals.

This means that Royals will put the Shield up for 
grabs in their first home match of the new Griffin 
Legal John I Dent Cup competition in April this 
year. The current Shield holders, and Champions, 
were the third team to take possession of the 
new piece of silverware, holding onto the Shield 
through five unsuccessful challenges by the rest 
of the league. Royals wrenched the title from 
Queanbeyan Whites in Round 7 after the Whites 
had won it from inaugural title holders Easts in 
Round 6.

That first iteration of the Shield Challenge saw 
Easts, winless for three years, stun the ACT 
rugby community by seeing off Uni-Norths 
Owls 22-20 to raise the Shield aloft and winning 
the right to become the first club to defend 
the trophy. That they did sent another seismic 
shockwave through the competition as last 
year’s Champions Royals succumbed to a 
rejuvenated Easts.

Tim Cornforth’s troops were unable to make it 
a triple triumph when they put the Shield up 
again in Round 6 as their run as holders came to 
an end with Queanbeyan Whites emerging with 
the spoils following a 29-20 victory. It all begins 
again when the competition starts in just over 
a month!

BOB HITCHCOCK TERRITORY SHIELD RESULTS
[HOLDERS IN BRACKETS]
R1: Easts defeated Owls 22-20 [EASTS], R4: 
Easts defeated Royals 25-23 [EASTS], R6: Easts 
lost to Whites 20-29 [WHITES], R7: Whites lost 
to Royals 20-28 [ROYALS], R10: Royals defeated 
Wests 43-0 [ROYALS], R13: Royals defeated 
Easts 33-7 [ROYALS], R14: Royals defeated 
Vikings 19-15 [ROYALS], R16: Royals defeated 
Whites 28-24 [ROYALS]

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP 
BOB HITCHCOCK TERRITORY SHIELD
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The 81st season of the Griffin Legal John I Dent 
Cup will get under way on Saturday 30 March 
with two high-quality fixtures as Premier 
Tuggeranong Vikings begin the defence of 
their crown at Viking Park against Gungahlin 
Eagles. The Worbac Cup will be on the line 
as the Vikings welcome the 2018 Preliminary 
Finalists to their Southside fortress, whilst 
defeated Grand Finalists Canberra Royals 
start their campaign with a tricky trip to 
Queanbeyan to tackle the Whites at David 
Campese Field. 

Uni-Norths Owls, Western District Lions 
and Easts Rugby will kick off their 2019 
competition the following week as the local 
senior tournament gets into full swing for 
another year. The Pat Matthews Cup will be 
on the line when the Whites and Owls meet 
in Round 2 and the Owls’ chase for silverware 
will continue when they take part in the 
Royals’ first defence of the Bob Hitchcock 
Territory Shield in Round 5.

The Owen Brown Memorial Cup, played 
between Easts Rugby and the Owls, will 
be up for grabs in Round 7 while Easts and 
Queanbeyan will battle for the Peter ‘Froggy’ 
Morton Memorial Shield when they clash 

FIXTURES SET FOR 81ST GRIFFIN LEGAL JOHN I DENT CUP
in Round 9. It will be Round 10 before we see 
the 2018 Grand Final rematch when Vikings 
take on Royals at Phillip Oval, with the victor 
also receiving the Allan ‘Wal’ Scollen Cup, 
with all eyes then looking towards the Premier 
Division Grand Finals to be held at Viking Park on 
Saturday 17 August.

It’s set to be an exciting year for the Women’s 
competition as well, with the teams now split 
into two divisions, the Women’s Premier (15 
aside) and a Women’s Development League 
(10 aside). This change has come about 
following the continued growth in this area 
of our game. The Women’s Premier Division 
will see six sides competing, 2018 Grand 
Final winners Tuggeranong, Uni-Norths Owls, 
Royals, Gungahlin and new entries from Easts 
and Western Districts, with the Development 
League 10s consisting of five teams, namely 
ADFA, Goulburn, Batemans Bay, Bungendore 
and Jindabyne. Both Women’s Division will get 
underway on Saturday 4 May.



Investing in development pathways for men and women  
at different stages of their careers makes good business sense.

This is one of the many reasons why last year, Buildcorp  
became the only construction company to be recognised as an  

We support balanced teams and provide a safe,  
rewarding place to work.  

www.buildcorp.com.au 

MEN + WOMEN
AT WORK

‘EMPLOYER OF CHOICE’ 
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V CHIEFS

BUILDCORP SUPER W
The Buildcorp Super W returns for 
a second season and we preview 
today’s big match between the 
brumbies and New South Wales 
across four-pages including the all-
important team line-ups.

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the 
main event with our match preview 
ahead of the Super Rugby clash 
between the Plus500 Brumbies and 
the Chiefs. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A statistical look at the matches 
between the Plus500 Brumbies sand 
today’s guests, the Chiefs. 

PLAYER PROFILES 
Introducing your 2019 Plus500 
Brumbies Super Rugby Squad. 

TODAY’S TEAMS
Both line-ups and match officials 
for Super Rugby Round 2: Plus500 
Brumbies v Chiefs. 
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It was an unforgettable scene as 15 
women celebrated as one on the try 
line of GIO Stadium. You would have 
thought they had just won the World 
Cup. It was the 17th of March 2018 
and Brumbies' Peta Cox had just scored 
a historic first try in the new national 
women's rugby union competition. 
Sure, they were the only points the 
side scored as the Queensland Reds 
piled on six unanswered tries, but that 
wasn't the point.

Fifteen women from all walks of life 
had just been given the chance to play 
the sport they loved, and the 42-5 
score-line was the last thing on their 
mind. The euphoria was so great that it 
didn't matter there were only a couple 
of hundred people in the stadium 
cheering them on. For a stadium that 
had seen its fair share of historic and 
memorable rugby moments including 
two Super Rugby titles, that Peta Cox 

try was another indelible moment to write 
down in its long and storied history.

2018 was a landmark year for the women’s 
game, with the game's popularity making 
massive strides in recent months. More 
women are playing rugby than ever before 
as more pathways are being developed 
to give more women the opportunity to 
fulfil their rugby dreams. Girls are code-
hopping from netball, league and football 
across to rugby as Super W starts to pave 
the way for girls of all ages who want to 
play for the first time.

Brumbies reported a 38 per cent increase 
in female participation across XVs, 7s 
and touch 7s. ACT Junior Rugby Union's 
competition for u14s to u18s teenage girls 
saw a 42 per cent growth.
Around 100 girls showed up to trial for 
the second season of Super W, a 20 per 
cent increase compared to the inaugural 
season.

A NEW ERA OF WOMEN'S RUGBY 
USHERED IN THANKS TO SUPER W
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The momentum of the women's game 
is pulsing through the region. Can you 
feel it? In 2019 there will be seven 
female teams participating in the local 
premier division, as East Rugby Club 
and Wests Rugby Club create teams to 
join ADFA, Vikings, Royals, Gungahlin 
and Uni-Norths in 2019.

To think that two years ago, there 
wasn't even a Super W and there were 
only five local women's teams boggles 
the mind. When Super Rugby launched 
their 2019 season a couple of weeks 
ago, the four Super W sides were 
invited to the joint launch, a year after 
going solo at a function. While it may 

seem like a small gesture, the joint season 
launch has given the competition and its 
players some well-deserved recognition.

As the second season of the Buildcorp 
Super W is set to get underway this 
weekend with a clash against the NSW 
Waratahs, the Brumbies led by head coach 
Adam Butt are desperate to help women's 
rugby take a giant leap this year. A new 
era for women’s rugby has emerged. Long 
may it reign.

Lachlan Roberts (@lrobbo8) is a Canberra 
born and bred journalist at Region 
Media. Got a story idea? Contact him at 
lroberts@region.com.au
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This evening will see the start of the second 
season of the Buildcorp Super W competition 
as the Brumbies welcomes New South Wales 
to GIO Stadium for their first match of the 
campaign. Breakdown runs the rule over the 
competition for those who might not be aware 
of just what Super W is all about.

THE COMPETITION
The Buildcorp Super W competition is the 
Women’s National Rugby Championship and 
features five teams from across Australia. The 
competition started in March 2018 and was 
launched with much fanfare as a tournament 
that could re-define the landscape for 
Women’s Rugby XVs in Australia. The five state 
representatives compete around the country in 
a six-week competition which will conclude with 
a final in April. Each team plays two matches at 
home and two away, the reverse fixtures being 
played the following year.

THE TEAMS
The five teams that are in the competition 
represent five different areas of the country. 
Our own Brumbies and Rebels from Victoria 
represent a link with their men’s Super Rugby 
franchises whilst the Western Force, from 
Western Australia also play under the same 
name as their men’s teams. Queensland and 
New South Wales meanwhile play under an 
independent banner and don’t carry the Reds 
or Waratahs name. 

SEASON ONE
New South Wales are the current Buildcorp 
Super W Champions having claimed the 
inaugural title in a brilliantly contest final 
against Queensland at Allianz Stadium in 
Sydney in April 2018. NSW won 16-13 to cap an 
unbeaten season. Queensland were second on 
the final ladder behind NSW with the Western 
Force third, the Brumbies fourth and the Rebels 
fifth. 

BRUMBIES HISTORY
The Brumbies began their Buildcorp Super 
W challenge in Week 2 losing at home to 
Queensland (5-42), the match played at GIO 
Stadium, and were then beaten by NSW (24-
5) at Pittwater Park. Our first win came a week 
later as the team travelled to Melbourne and 
defeated the Rebels 37-8 scoring six tries at 
AAMI Park. A 29-10 loss to western Force ayt 
GIO Stadium completed the Brumbies season. 

BUILDCORP SUPER W: THE LOWDOWN
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V
Anna Koravata

Louise Burrows
Peta Cox

Emily Sogal
Shellie Milward (C)
Michaela Leonard

Georgia O'neill
Tayla Stanford
Jane Garraway

Carly Hill
Brooke Gilroy

Sammie Wood
Michelle Perry

Ngawai Eyles
Rachael Crothers

 

Harriet Elleman
Stefanie Stewart-Jones

Violeta Tupuola
Grace Kemp
Sharyn Laws

Irene Macarthur
Remi Wilton
Claudia Obst

Emily Robinson
Tasmin Sheppard
Evelyn Horomia
Ana-Lise Sio
Sera Naiqama
Alexandra Sulus
Emily Chancellor
Grace Hamilton
Iliseva Batibasaga
Chloe Leaupepe
Shanice Parker
Ashleigh Hewson (c)
Katrina Barker
Maya Stewart
Mahalia Murphy

Matalena Wilson
Loretta Mailangi
Asoiva Karpani
Noella Green
Pareake O’Brien    
Arabella McKenzie
Crystal Maguire
Kirrily Laws

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
 

REPLACEMENTS
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

REFEREE: Amy Perrett
AR1: Brodie Ingram

AR2: Harry Fenton
#4: Rob Boyes
#5: Dennis Beissner



© 2018 THE COCA-COLA COMPANY. ‘POWERADE’, ‘ION 4’ AND ‘MOUNTAIN BLAST’ IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY.
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MATCH PREVIEW

With a point to prove, the Plus500 
Brumbies return to action tonight 
taking on their old rivals the Chiefs at 
GIO Stadium. Having gone down to the 
Rebels here last Friday night in their 
Super Rugby opener, the Brumbies will 
look to rebound knowing they didn’t give 
a full account of themselves in Round 
One. The same could be said for the 
Chiefs who also lost on day one against 
the Highlanders 

Recent form bodes well for the visitors 
this evening, having gotten the better 
of the Brumbies since 2014. Last year’s 
contest should provide the Brumbies 
with confidence however, their hotly-
contested matchup last year was one of 
their better performances. 

Also, the Chiefs come to Canberra today 
perhaps not with quite as full a group 
as last year. The stars remain in Damian 
McKenzie, Brodie Retallick, Anton 

Lienert-Brown and co., however the strength 
in depth is only developing in Hamilton. 
The result notwithstanding, there were still 
plenty of positives to take from last week. 
The Brumbies scrum was excellent, James 
Slipper going as well as Brumbies fans could 
have hoped at loosehead, showing his class 
and experience. 

Fellow recruit Pete Samu was very 
industrious off the bench, and bar some 
decision making, showed why he was 
brought into the Wallabies setup last year. 
His tandem with Rob Valetini and Locky 
McCaffrey is a real point of strength for the 
Brumbies, even if it means there’s no David 
Pocock.

It’s not a must win, but the Brumbies will 
know they need to make a statement against 
the Chiefs. What better way to kickstart 
2019, than rolling over one of New Zealand’s 
best. 
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601 POINTS
688 POINTS

435 POINTS
344 POINTS

CHIEFS WINS CHIEFS WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

1
1113 9 3

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

11/05/2001 
BRUMBIES 49 CHIEFS 6

BIGGEST DEFEAT

02/04/2016 
BRUMBIES 23 CHIEFS 48

07/07/2018 – CHI 24 BRU 19

15/07/2017 – CHI 28 BRU 10

02/04/2016 – BRU 23 CHI 48

20/02/2015 – CHI 19 BRU 17

19/07/2014 – BRU 32 CHI 30

READY?
 V17348 02.19

GUTSY IS CALLING

V17348_210x148mm Super Rugby Brumbies MDP Feb 19_FA.indd   4 5/2/19   12:16 pm
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MATCHDAY: NOTICEBOARD
SYNGERY CHAMPAGNE BAR SUCCESS

The Plus500 Brumbies new initiative, the Synergy 

Champagne Bar, was met with a resounding chorus 

of approval after its debut at the Rebels match last 

week. The Champagne Bar is a new offering this 

season and provides guests with the opportunity to 

experience the Rugby in style. Located in a styled, 

private bar area with glass windows overlooking the 

field, it includes substantial dining and beverages 

package and a specialty champagne bar. You have 

the choice to enjoy the game from reserved platinum 

seating outside or you can watch in comfort from 

the air-conditioned bar area. The Champagne Bar 

will run throughout the 2019 season and is sure 

to become a popular matchday attraction, Contact 

corporate@brumbies.com.au for more information, 

or call 1300 228 278, to book your place.

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CANBERRA CAPITALS
Massive congratulations to our friends at the Canberra Capitals for 
claiming their eight National Basketball Championship last weekend! 
The UC Caps hammered Adelaide Lightning 93-73 to take out the 
series 2-1 after narrowly losing the second game in controversial 
circumstances in midweek. Captain Kelsey Griffin (29 points, 15 
rebounds) was in sensational form, claiming the MVP award, but this 
was really a team effort in in front of 4,817 at a sold-out AIS Arena on 
Saturday. Some of the Caps superstars will be with us this evening to 
show off the spoils of victory, so make them feel welcome!

CANBERRA IMAGING GROUP INJURY UPDATEFlanker David Pocock was forced off the field in Round 1 after suffering a head knock in an early collision with Rebels captain Dane Haylett-Petty at GIO Stadium last weekend. The Wallaby backrower failed his HIA test and was subsequently ruled out of a return to play. He will now undertake the mandatory concussion protocols before being allowed to return to action. Wing Toni Pulu, on debut, was taken from the field in the tenth minute of the same game and will undertake surgery to repair a nasty facial injury. A head clash with Billy Meakes left Pulu with a fractured cheekbone that required an operation, which took place on Monday. Early reports suggest that Pulu may be out for some time, depending on the extent of the damage.  
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

ALLAN ALAALATOA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 120kg

RORY ARNOLD

Position: Lock
DOB: 1/7/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 2.08m
Weight: 120kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

BLAKE ENEVER

Position: Lock
DOB: 12/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 116kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg

WHARENUI HAWERA

Position: Flyhalf
DOB: 22/5/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 89kg

TEVITA KURIDRANI

Position: Centre
DOB: 31/3/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.92m
Weight: 102kg
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THIS IS BRUMBIES COUNTRY

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

MATT LUCAS

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 29/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.72m
Weight: 82kg

JOSH MANN-REA

Position: Hooker
DOB: 19/2/1981 (age: 37)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 108kg

CHANCE PENI

Position: Wing 
DOB: 17/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.90m 
Weight: 97kg 

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg

ROB VALETINI

Position: Backrow
DOB: 3/9/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 113kg

LACHLAN MCCAFFREY

Position: Flanker / Number 8
DOB: 17/3/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 1.94m
Weight: 108kg

ANDREW MUIRHEAD

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/7/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 84kg

IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

TOM WRIGHT

Position: Inside Back
DOB: 21/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 186cm
Weight: 98kg
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· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Scott Sio
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
19. Blake Enever
20. Peter Samu
21. Matt Lucas
22. Wharenui Hawera
23. Tom Wright

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Folau Fainga’a
Allan Alaalatoa
Rory Arnold
Sam Carter
Rob Valetini
Tom Cusack
Lachlan McCaffrey
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano (c)
Andy Muirhead
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Chance Peni
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee:  Angus Gardner
Assistant referee: Damon Murphy
Assistant referee: Graham Cooper
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Match Officials:

FORWARDS
Michael Allardice 
Tyler Ardron 
Lachlan Boshier 
Mitchell Brown 
Sam Cane 
Kane Hames 
Nathan Harris 
Fin Hoeata 
Luke Jacobson 
Mitchell Karpik 
Sosefo Kautai 
Nepo Laulala 
Laghlan McWhannell 
Atu Moli 
Reuben O’Neill 
Liam Polwart 
Brodie Retallick 
Aidan Ross 
Taleni Seu 
Pita Gus Sowakula 
Angus Ta’avao 
Samisoni Taukei’aho 

SQUAD

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

#4: Brodie Ingram
#5: Chad Burnell 
TMO: Ian Smith *team subject to change, official line-

up not available at time of publication

BACKS
Solomon Alaimalo 
Jack Debreczeni 
Stephen Donald 
Tiaan Falcon 
Anton Lienert-Brown 
Tumua Manu 
Damian McKenzie 
Marty McKenzie
Ataata Moeakiola
Etene Nanai-Seturo 
Alex Nankivell 
Shaun Stevenson 
Bailyn Sullivan 
Jonathan Taumateine 
Te Toiroa Tahuriorangi 
Sean Wainui
Brad Weber 



Suite 2, The Precinct, 539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, E: abrophy@oneills.com

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia  |  IG: oneillssportsau

OVER 100 YEARS OF SPORTING EXCELLENCE

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NCHIEFS

42

44

47

48

49

THEIR FORM AND THEIR TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Chiefs.

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Chiefs today. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests the Chiefs. This week, it’s the 2013 
Super Rugby Grand Final.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Chiefs. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackle shave they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Chiefs. 
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THE FORM 
Considering the under-strength team 
that they rolled out for their Round 
One meeting with the Highlanders, 
things went rather well for the Chiefs 
last Friday. Everything except the 
result that is. The 14-man Highlanders 
escaped with victory in the last five 
minutes thanks to an Aaron Smith try, 
and now the Chiefs travel to Canberra 
looking to avenge that loss. They do 
so having bested the Highlanders in 
most areas except for one crucial one, 
goalkicking. Yes, it’s not glamourous 
but a team who can convert off the tee 
gives themselves such an advantage in 
this competition, which is not exactly 
blessed with dead-eye assassins. 

Take the ‘Tahs for example, statistically 
they’ve got one of the better goal-
kickers in the tournament in Bernard 
Foley, yet they lost against the 
Hurricanes thanks to Foley missing a 
sitter at the death. Quade Cooper’s 
work in front of goal at GIO Stadium last 
Friday gave the Rebels breathing room 
also. The Chiefs have been decimated 
in the playmaking stakes to start the 
year, playing Orbyn Leger at flyhalf and 
forcing halfback Brad Weber to handle 
the kicking duties. In the end, the 
‘Landers superiority off the boot won 
them the game and it is an area which 

the Chiefs will look to tighten up this 
week. Damian McKenzie is likely to miss 
out, so don’t be surprised to see Stephen 
Donald starting if only for a potential 
bump in percentage from the tee. 

Still, the Chiefs looked typically 
dangerous out wide, and enter Round 
Two topping the defenders beaten 
stats, ahead of only the Brumbies. They 
also near the top of counting in carries, 
clean breaks and offloads, a picture in 
numbers of their willingness to attack 
from everywhere, and once McKenzie 
returns, their potency should be up there 
with the best in the comp. 

TACTICS
The Chiefs thrive in chaos. More than 
any other side in the competition, when 
things get loose, they are wicked. With 
player across the backline who can shift 
and use their feet, they flash wide off 
turnovers in order to create some one on 
ones. That means they are isolated, but 
also allows their fleet footed attackers to 
put defenders on an island where they 
can’t rely on help from the inside. 

Everything is done with width. Off nine, 
their runners look to get at smaller backs 
and when they can, they push wide even 
slightly early before creating those match 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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ups we touched on before. This is, at 
least in part, invention by necessity. 
The Chiefs lack size and will find it much 
more difficult to beat up teams in the 
tight exchanges. It’s a credit to their 
coaching staff, in particular Head Coach 
Colin Cooper for coming up with a style 
that suits his players. Problem being, 
it’s hard to play that way, or it’s at least 
very tough on the legs, so if you can 
survive the onslaught, you have hope 
of containing their attack. 

In defence, they play a similar way. 
They are in your face, abrasive and 
have tremendous line speed. Against 
the Highlanders, the Chiefs made 130 
tackles and missed 21, turning the ball 
over to their side just four times. Again, 
if numbers tell a story, that shows the 
Chiefs defensive style. It’s a fan-out, 
leave the ruck and get up in their face 
approach which can put team under 
tremendous pressure. Once again 
however, if you can stay within reach, 
opportunities may come in the closing 
moments. The Brumbies experienced 
that late in 2018 and the Highlanders 
certainly benefited from a tired Chiefs 
defence in Round One. 

They have championship pedigree and 
will come to Canberra looking to put 
on a show. In attack, they will look to 
exploit the Brumbies on the edge. In 
defence, they will look to stop our big 
ball-carriers at source with line-speed. 
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BRODIE RETALLICK
Position: Lock
Height: 204cm
Weight: 121kg
Super Rugby Stats: 98 appearances, 70pts (14T)

Brodie Retallick might be the greatest Lock 
to ever play the game of rugby. Bold, but let 
the argument speak for itself. Super Rugby 
Champion, check. World Cup Champion, 
check. World player of the year, check. 
2014 was the season when Retallick went 
from test-ready stud to G.O.A.T second-
rower, becoming the only member of the 
tall-timber tribe to take World Rugby’s top 
gong. What has cemented the Hawke’s 
Bay product as the best to ever play his 
position, has been the consistency, and 
in 2018 it was more of the same. In his 
13 appearances, Retallick scored six tries, 
carried the most pill on his team making 
nine line-busts. He topped his sides offload 
charts for the piggys, dominated the 
lineout and chucked in six forced penalties 
just because he can. There have been 
many legends to play lock. John Eales, Brad 
Thorne, Paul O’Connell, Martin Johnson 
and Victor Matfield. A handful of names, 
all who helped redefine the positions 
limitations. Retallick is the all these greats 
in one player. Freak athleticism and a skill-
set to match. A living legend of World 
Rugby, and he’s only 27. 

ANGUS TA’AVAO
Position: Prop
Height: 194cm
Weight: 124kg
Super Rugby Stats: 48 appearances, 25pts (5T)

When Angus Ta’Avao joined the Waratahs 
in 2016, thoughts of wearing the All Blacks 
colours were surely gone for the Auckland 
born bookend. In 22 appearances for the 
Sydneysiders, Ta’Avao failed to impress in a 
major way, the label of ‘good athlete, poor 
scrummager’, being one which he was never 
able to shake. If you could put Aussie footy 
fans in a time machine and tell them Ta’Avao 
would play for the All Blacks just over a year 
after leaving the ‘Tahs, they would ask if 
you’re confusing him with Tyrel Lomax. Called 
in as injury cover by the Chiefs, in just one 
season, the Taranaki tank went from NSW 
reject to playing for the greatest team in the 
world. To be fair to the ‘Tahs, Ta’Avao became 
a different player in 2018, well maybe not 
different, but certainly a more consistent 
version of his Sydney self. He’s an all round 
prop now, set-piece, tackles, bally-carrying, 
the lot. Ta’Avao finished near the top in all 
tighthead stats in 2018, and who’s to say he 
won’t become the best of the lot in 2019. 
If he can repeat his leap from last season, 
Ta’Avao will be a force to be reckoned with in 
Super Rugby.
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DAMIAN MCKENZIE
Position: Flyhalf
Height: 175cm
Weight: 81kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 64 appearances, 560pts (23T)

This is Damian McKenzie’s stat sheet for 
2018. Joint-top try scorer with six for the 
season, assisting for eight. Third in total 
points, top in carries, metres made and 
line breaks. However, the most important 
number for McKenzie right now is 23. That’s 
how old the All-Black playmaker is. Super 
Rugby has gotten to know McKenzie in his 
four fruitful years with the Chiefs, but the 
conversation rarely moves to how young he 
is. To put it into perspective, McKenzie at 23, 
is 29 points away from overtaking Joe Roff on 
the all-time points scorers list. Getting better 
as well, particularly from a goalkicking side of 
things where McKenzie’s percentages have 
steadily increased since his debut in 2015. 
Projecting forward is an interesting exercise 
for McKenzie. 2019 may be the season when 
we see what he is really made of. Charlie 
Ngatai’s presence outside McKenzie as a 
second playmaker and critically, as the first 
option for tactical kicking means much more 
of the string pulling responsibility will be put 
on McKenzie’s plate. With a few of the Chiefs 
top-line starters now plying their trade in 
France, McKenzie will have to reach an even 
higher level this season, just to maintain their 
playoff position. Would you bet against him?

ANTON LIENERT-BROWN
Position: Centre
Height: 185cm
Weight: 96kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 53 appearances, 20pts (4T)

Few All-Black centres have scored fewer tries 
in Super Rugby than Anton Lienert-Brown. He’s 
actually got two more at Test level than he does 
for his club. 2018 figures show Lienert-Brown’s 
effect on the Chiefs. Last season, the 30-cap All-
Black finished top 5 in his position for carries, 
linebreaks, tackle busts and offloads. You could 
almost recreate many of the Chiefs best scores 
from those numbers alone. Lienert-Brown 
takes the ball hard to the line, busts through a 
gap, fends off one then offloads to his support. 
It happened time and time again last year. He 
really is the linchpin of this Chiefs outfit. As his 
try-scoring tally suggests, Lienert-Brown is rarely 
the guy who gets to dive over the line or throw 
the last pass, but he is the instigator for the 
Chiefs attack, the battering ram who opens up 
the defence. With many of the Hamilton-based 
side’s attacking weapons gone this season, even 
more of the offensive onus will be placed in front 
of Lienert-Brown. At 23, the Christchurch charge 
may just be ready to take a leap, and the extra 
push may be what he needs to become one of 
World Rugby’s best. His progression may be the 
key factor in the Chiefs getting back to the top. 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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BUSINESS PARK 
AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: CHIEFS
The Chiefs entered the 2013 Super Rugby 
season as the defending champions 
having earned the right to the silverware 
with a 37-6 hammering of the Sharks the 
year before. That result was a cathartic 
experience for the men from Waikato whose 
previous experience of the big day had been 
a humiliating 61-17 crushing by the Bulls in 
2009. That result had kick-started a lot of 
soul-searching around the Chiefs region and 
they steadily rebuilt before taking home the 
crown with a scintillating performance of 
their own in front of a joyous home crowd 
of 25,100 at Waikato Stadium in Hamilton. 
Only three sides, The Blues, Crusaders and 
Bulls, had managed to retain the title in the 
seventeen years of Super Rugby before the 
Chiefs 2013 success. 

Backing-up, and claiming back-to-back 
titles cemented the Chiefs place as the pre-
eminent side of that time. The Brumbies 
dominated the scoring early in the match, 
with inside-centre Christian Lealiifano 
scoring three early penalties to give his 
team a 9-0 lead after 20 minutes. The 
Chiefs responded with three penalties of 
their own however, all scored by Aaron 
Cruden, to level the scores 9-9 after half an 
hour.  The Brumbies, who had dug in after 
their daunting travel schedule and a nerve-
shredding win over the Bulls in South Africa 
but ran out of steam late on. After attacking 
from their own half, Chiefs' substitute 
Robbie Robinson ran through a gap in the 
Brumbies' defence to score a try, which 
was converted by Cruden to give the Chiefs 
the lead 24–22 after 72 minutes and when 
Cruden landed a fifth penalty of the match 
the Chiefs had their second title. 

MATCH DETAILS
3 August 2013

Waikato Stadium, Hamilton
Attendance: 25,114

Referee: Craig Joubert

RESULTS
Chiefs 27 (T: Liam Messam, Robbie 

Robinson, C: Aaron Cruden, P: Aaron 
Cruden (5)) 

Brumbies 22 (T: Christian Lealiifano, C: 
Christian Lealiifano, P: Christian Lealiifano 

(5))
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 32-17

Date: 19/07/2004
Venue: Canberra Stadium, Canberra
Scorers: T: S. Mortlock, M. Gerrard, 

M. Chisholm, R. Samo, C. Rathbone, 
C: J. Roff (2), 

P: J. Roff

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 27-22
Date: 03/08/2013
Venue: Waikato Stadium, Waikato
Scorers: T: C. Lealiifano, C: C. 
Lealiifano, P: C. Lealiifano (5)
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CHIEFS
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com



Funding Cancer Research for Flinders Foundation & UniSA

Sadly cancer will affect 1 IN 2 Australians before the age of 85.

The good news is 1 IN 3 cancers are preventable through a healthy lifestyle.

Tour de Cure is committed to seeing an end to cancer in our lifetime and 
helping communities adopt a healthy lifestyle.

Keep an eye out for the Tour de Cure team when we travel through Canberra 
on the 5th & 6th of May.  

Bring your kids along to our BE HEALTHY event on Sunday  5th of May 3-5pm
Special guests, prizes and lots of healthy fun to be had by all.

Keep an eye on our website to learn more

#LETSCUREANCER 

To donate or get involved
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R E T R OBRUMBIES
52

54

57

LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. This 
week we spotlight Brett Robinson.

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2005. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees us 
reminisce about the visit from the 
touring South Africans in 1956. 
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BRETT ROBINSON
The first Brumbies Cub Captain and 
engrained forever in Brumbies folklore by 
having his name attributed to the club’s 
annual awards evening, Brett Robinson was 
the epitome of what a Brumbies skipper 
should be. Fearless on the field, and humble 
and amiable off it, Robinson was appointed 
to lead the Brumbies in the inaugural 
season of Super Rugby, but an untimely 
injury would forestall his first appearance in 
the famous colours. 

Ewen McKenzie led the Brumbies into their 
initial foray into the new era, with the club 
being written off by pundits and so-called 
experts alike, expecting the Brumbies to be 
put to the sword by the other franchises in 
the new-look competition. As we all know 
of course, it didn’t exactly pan out that way 
and by the time Robinson was ready to take 

the field the Brumbies were two from two 
having added the scalp of Wellington to that 
of Transvaal in the opener.

Robinson’s bow as leader came on Friday 15 
March 1996 when New Zealand powerhouse 
the Blues arrived in the National Capital. The 
attraction of the star-studded Blues, allied 
to the Brumbies success over the strongest 
South African province, saw a record crowd 
of 17,019 pack into Bruce Stadium for the 
encounter. This was the biggest crowd to see a 
rugby match in Canberra since the visit of the 
1971 South Africans and a clash with the ACT 
at Manuka Oval. For Robinson, the match was 
worth the wait.

Again, like they had in their first two matches, 
the Brumbies were exquisite, and the Blues 
had no answer. With twelve minutes to play 
Robinson and his troops were in dreamland 
as they led the Blues 40-17. A late surge from 
the Kiwis brought an air of respectability to 

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT

The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle. 
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the contest, and a final score of 40-34 but 
the Brumbies were three from three and 
Robinson had a debut win, as Captain, to his 
name. He would go on to lead the side seven 
times in 1996, alternating with McKenzie 
when the regular captain was injured, and 
added a further thirteen matches to his 
name as leader the following season.

Like Ben Mowen to follow, Robinson would 
lead the team onto the field of play in all 44 
of his matches for the club, etching his name 
into Brumbies history in the process. He may 
have only crossed the try-line twice in his 
career, but it was his influence on the set-
piece, his lead from the front attitude with 
an aura and charisma that oozed class that 
ensured the name of Brett Robinson would 
be revered at the Brumbies long after his 
retirement. Incredibly, Robinson almost had 
the ultimate farewell from his professional 
career.

After skippering the team five time in 1998 
and nine times in 1999, injuries played havoc 
with his ability to play every match in those 
two seasons, the turn of the Millennium saw 
Robinson find his groove one more time. In 
thirteen matches throughout a tremendous 
campaign Robinson was leader ten times. 
That included his final match for the club, the 

2000 Super Rugby Final against the Crusaders 
at Bruce Stadium in Canberra. 

This was the second time Robinson had led 
the Brumbies in a Final, the 1997 Grand Final 
loss to the Blues being the first, and hopes 
were high for a fairy-tale finish. Sport rarely 
follows the script however and the Crusaders 
denied Robinson the perfect send-off with the 
boot of Andrew Mehrtens helping the New 
Zealanders to a narrow 20-19 win. The defeat 
brought down the curtain on an illustrious 
career and, whilst the ending may have been 
sour, there was more than enough sweet to 
ensure that Robinson would become a true 
Brumbies legend.

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
15/03/96 v Auckland (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 40-34

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
27/05/00 v Crusaders (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) L 19-20 (FINAL)

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 20
Debut: 15/03/96 v Auckland (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 40-34
Matches as Captain: 44
Appearances: 44
Points: 10 (2T)



THE SEASON 
Final Position: 5th 

The season that started brilliantly before 
petering out after a string of untimely 
injuries derailed any chances of claiming a 
Super Rugby repeat. When the Crusaders 
were downed in the season opener, and the 
team went on a four-match winning streak, 
there was optimism amongst the Brumbies 
faithful. The manner of the victories had 
some concerned as gone was the free-
flowing rugby of 2004, the Brumbies eking 
wins against the Bulls (21-19), Stormers 
(22-19) and the Cats (34-29) before the 
wheels came off in spectacular fashion. 
With seven games left of the season few 
could have predicted the Brumbies would 
only win one more, the last game of the 
campaign against the Reds. Five successive 
defeats to the Sharks, Blues, Highlanders, 
Waratahs and Hurricanes were frustrating 
to say the least as the Brumbies struggled 
to put points on the board and, when they 
did registering 37 against the ‘Canes in 
Wellington, they shipped 49. A late season 
draw with the Chiefs at home (28-28) at 
least offered some respite before the Reds 
were beaten in Brisbane. A season to forget 
after one to remember. 

THE KEY PLAYER 
Flanker George Smith was voted the Brett 
Robinson Player of the Year in 2005, the 
third year in succession that he had won 
the award and his fourth overall. He 
would, of course, claim a record eight-in-a-
row and leave the club with a record nine 
Player of the Year gongs. It was Smith’s 
consistency, in an otherwise inconsistent 
season, that saw him snaffle the award 
again, his never-say-die attitude and ability 
to forage at the breakdown earning him 
rave reviews and plaudits from both inside 
and outside the capital. Smith helped the 
club through some telling injury crisis as 
players fell afoul of injury left, right and 
centre. Smith stood firm throughout most 
of 2005 claiming a brace of tries in the 
campaign when they were at a premium 
for most of those in white, blue and yellow 
– the leading scorer in that campaign was 
Matt Giteau with five to his name. But 
it was his ability to drag the team to the 
brink of victory that kept the spirits raised 
during an awful mid-to-late slump.

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2005
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ONE TO REMEMBER 
20/02/2005

Brumbies 32 Crusaders 21
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra)

The first game of the season and one 
of only two matches that the Crusaders 
lost in the 2005 season showed that the 
squad could gain back-to-back titles. This 
victory was the first of four in a row and 
everything appeared rosy, but a string of 
losses, five in succession from Rounds 
5 to 9 sent the team plummeting down 
the ladder. A crowd of 24,115 welcomed 
the champions into action and the crack 
Australian outfit clawed its way back 
from 10-3 down after 19 minutes despite 
the loss of Stirling Mortlock, with a knee 

injury, and Clyde Rathbone with a head 
knock. Two tries from Scott Fava and a 
late effort from Gene Fairbanks added to 
the first of the new season from Radike 
Samo as the Brumbies stated their intent 
early on. 

ONE TO FORGET
02/04/2005

Blues 17 Brumbies 0
(Eden Park, Auckland)

The first and, so far to date, only time that 
the Brumbies have ever failed to score a 
point in a Super Rugby match came on 
2 April 2005 when the team headed to 
Eden Park in Auckland and were kept 
pointless by a well-drilled defensive unit 
from the Blues. That the Blues ended the 
year in seventh, two places below the 
Brumbies, made this one even harder 
to swallow. As well as the poor result, 
the Brumbies lost players to injury with 
Winger Clyde Rathbone (knee) was 
expected to miss four to six weeks and 
prop Guy Shepherdson (ankle) six to eight 
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after they were injured in the first half. 
There was also bad news for five-eighth 
Stephen Larkham, who was expected to 
undergo an x-ray on a possible broken 
arm also suffered in the first half.

SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Crusaders 27 Stormers 16
Brumbies 32 Chiefs 17

FINAL
Crusaders 35 Waratahs 25

ELSEWHERE IN….2005
• The Live 8 benefit concerts are 

held during July. There were 
ten simultaneous concerts were 
organized by Bob Geldof who had 
run the first Live Aid concerts 20 
years earlier in 1985. 

• Hurricane Katrina stuck the 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama 
coastal areas. Levees separating Lake 
Pontchartrain from New Orleans, 
Louisiana were breached by the 
surge ultimately flooding roughly 
80% of the city of New Orleans.

• The Big Movies included Star Wars: 
Episode III - Revenge of the Sith, The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe and Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

• A house sparrow knocked down 
23,000 dominos being set up for 
a world record attempt for largest 
domino chain. The bird was shot, 
and the shooter was later fined 
because house sparrows are 
endangered in the Netherlands.

• A glitch in World of Warcraft 
allowed a plague to spread in 
the game leading non-infected 
players to abandon cities while 
those infected were forced into 
quarantines. It was later studied by 
epidemiologists to see how people 
would react to a pandemic.

• The fasted whack with a Badminton 
racket was by Fu Haifeng, clocking 
at 206 MPH.
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THE TOUR
The New Zealand Maoris arrived in Australia 
in May 1958 to embark on a twelve-match 
series of games throughout the country 
beginning with the fixture against the ACT 
at Manuka Oval on Wednesday 28 May. This 
was the third successive year that the ACTRU 
was able to bring international opposition 
to the Capital, the Maoris following in the 
footsteps of the 1956 Springboks and 1957 
All Blacks. The visit of the Maoris allowed 
the games to be played in smaller centres, 
attracting large crowds and spreading the 
rugby gospel. It also meant that the Wallabies 
would get some meaningful action, three 
test matches in fact, before they headed 
to New Zealand later that year. The Maoris 
sent a 25-man touring party to these shores, 
led by Manager Frank Kilby from Wellington 
including representatives from Bay of Plenty, 
Auckland, Waikato, Wellington, Manawatu, 
Hawkes Bay, King Country, North Auckland, 
Taranaki, Southland, Counties and East Coast. 
 

THE MATCH
A crowd of around 4,500 gathered at Manuka 
Oval for the opening match of the tour with 
the Maoris expected to overcome the locals 
with little trouble. The legendary Keith Hawke 
of Canberra Royals was named at fly-half for 
the ACT in a team that also contained players 
from Goulburn, Easts, RMC and Queanbeyan, 
with a sole representative from Norths, on 
the bench. The Maoris saw DJ Mathieson 
leave the field with a broken wrist, ending 
his tour before it had even properly begun, 
and suffered further knocks to wing Russell 
King and forward Reuben Walker. It took 
the visitors some time to settle, before 
their backs took control. According to the 
Canberra Times of Thursday 29 May 1958, 
‘their [NZ Maoris] backs in particular were 
vastly superior to their opposites in the A.C.T. 
side. The Maori backline would lose little by 
comparison with that of the world champion 
All Blacks, who easily defeated the ACT last 
year.’ Mathieson, he of the broken wrist, 
would open the scoring for the visiting team 
and when Pat Walsh registered the first of his 
two scores, the ACT was struggling. Behind 
14-5 at the interval, the Maoris added to the 
scoreboard frequently during the second half 
to cruise to a 30-13 win but the hosts as least 
crossed for three tries through Rex Hale, 
Kevin Fitzpatrick and Malcom Van Gelder. 

1958: MAORIS TOO HOT TO HANDLE
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Wednesday 28 May 1958  
(Manuka Oval)
ACT 13 (T: Rex Hale, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Malcom 
Van Gelder, P: Dave Gilroy (2))
NZ Maoris 30 (T: Pat Walsh (2), Albert Pryor 
(2), George Koopu, DJ Mathieson, Bill Gray, C: 
Mauru Walters (3), P: Mauru Walters)

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
The Maori tour would unfold rather nicely 
for the New Zealanders who would return 
home having won nine, drawn one and lost 
only two of their matches on the trip. After 
the win over the ACT they defeated South 
Harbour (19-3), and Australian Barbarians 
(38-8) before heading to Newcastle where 
their unbeaten run continued with a 20-
13 win over their hosts at the Newcastle 
Sports Ground. Two matches in Brisbane 
produced a win, 24-12 against Queensland, 
and a first loss as Australia won the opening 
test 15-14 thanks largely to four penalties 
from Jim Lenehan. A win over New England 
in Armidale (27-6) and over New South 
Wales at the Sydney Sports Ground (14-
11) followed, before the Maoris headed 
to Orange and a surprise midweek 18-15 
reverse to Central West. The 3-3 second test 
draw with Australia set up a series decided 
in Melbourne for which the Maoris warmed 
up with a 48-6 hammering of South Australia 
in Adelaide. The tourists clinched the test 
series in Victoria, winning 13-6 at Olympic 
Park as Maunga Emery, George Koopu and 
Maurice Raureti crossed with the Wallabies 
only managing a brace of penalties from 
Queensland’s Ken Donald. 
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THE BIG FEATURE
Each edition we will take a closer look 
at a relevant topic concerning the 
World of Rugby in our Feature piece. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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With one eye fixed on the Rugby World Cup 
this year, we’re using the other to spy over 
the first two rounds of the 2019 six nations, 
Europe’s ‘Rugby Championship’. This season’s 
competition was billed as a two-horse 
race between Champions and Grand Slam 
holders Ireland and their most fierce rivals, 
England. Their tussle was scheduled for the 
first-weekend with the competition’s other 
traditional powers, France and Wales tasked 
with kicking things off on the Friday night. 

This game was the complete banquet of 
French Rugby. The entrée, a first half man-
handling of the quality Welsh side by Les Bleus, 
taking a 16-0 advantage into the second-half.  
For mains, a second period collapse by the 
home side including a howler from Yohan 
Huget which gifted George North his first 
score. Dessert would double as the perfect 
ending to the French meal of misery, and as 
another parting gift for North. Stand-in captain 
Sebastien Vahaamahina lofted a perfectly 
weighted pass to nobody, allowing Wales’ star 
to pluck it out of the air and race away for the 
match winner, the final score 24-19. 

Scotland against Italy got things going on 
the Saturday. The Scots dominated for most 
of the game, with Blair Kinghorn claiming a 
hat-trick from the left wing helping his team 
to a 33-20 win. A remarkable fifteen-minute 
flurry saw the Azzuri score three quick tries 
to make things interesting, putting a black 
eye on what was an otherwise clean bit of 
work from the Scots. 

Then came the main event, Ireland versus 
England. England Head Coach, Eddie Jones 
had earmarked this game from the moment 
Ireland went to Twickenham and beat his side 
to win their third Grand-Slam last year. Putting 
the pressure on one fixture was a massive 
gamble by Jones, especially considering the 
rumour surrounding his longevity in his job. 
The punt paid off, England went in to Dublin 
and pumped the Irish at their own game. 
They won every physical collision, controlled 
territory and were clinical in attack on their 
way to a 32-20 victory. 

The dust had barely settled on Round One 
before the nations were back at it for the 

SIX NATIONS REVIEW: 
WATCH OUT, THE ENGLISH ARE BACK
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second stage. Ireland and Scotland had the 
honour of being game one for Round Two, 
in what was now already a must win for the 
defending champions. Ireland were without 
a number of frontline players to start the 
game, and lost World Player the Year Jonny 
Sexton early in proceeding but were still able 
to get the job done over a valiant Scottish 
side, who for some reason had dropped 
Kinghorn despite his hat-trick heroics the 
previous week. The final score, 22-13 a fair 
reflection of a turgid game of rugby in which 
the star performance of Sexton’s understudy, 
Joey Carberry was the only highlight of note. 

Backing up their Round One victory took a 
little more work than pre-match thinking 
would have been, but Wales were still 
able to go to Rome and get the job done 
against a better prepared Italian side. 
Warren Gatland’s charges now look to their 

upcoming, potentially championship deciding 
date against England, who made light work 
of the French in London. Thought to be the 
Rounds marquee meeting, Jonny May’s first 
half trio of tries meant this wasn’t much of 
a contest. A Damian Penaud effort the only 
consolation for France, England’s six try rout 
giving them an emphatic, 44-8 win. 

Round Three will probably be the defining set 
of games for the season. Ireland have a job to 
do in Italy, a bonus-point win being the only 
adequate taking for them. Scotland will fancy 
their chances of turning over France, and then 
there is Wales vs England. If England win, they 
will put themselves on the brink of a Grand 
Slam. If Wales can come away with a result, 
a meeting with the Irish on St. Patricks Day 
could mean they go into the World Cup, as 
Europe’s top contender.
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Having participated in the last two Super 
Rugby Grand Finals, the Lions began their 
quest for a triple repeat, but with a better 
outcome from their part, when they travelled 
to Argentina for the tricky task of taking on 
the Jaguares on their own patch. The Jose 
Amalfitani Stadium, home of Velez Sarsfeld 
FC, provided the backdrop and the South 
Africans were able to secure an important 
win.

Playing the Jaguares in South America 
presents quite a challenge and, for half an 
hour it appeared as if the Lions were right up 
against it. The hosts, with a try from Santiago 
Medrano and eight points from the boot of 
Joaquin Diaz Bonilla had built a 13-5 lead. 
However, the Lions, and Marnus Schoeman, 
the combative flanker, had other ideas and 
the forward bagged a hat-trick of tries with 
Elton Jantjies and his boot doing the rest in 
a 25-16 win.

The Bulls lead the Conference after Round 
1 having racked up a bonus-point in a 40-3 
hammering of a hapless Stormers at Loftus 
Versfeld. The Bulls scored four tries by the 
45th minute, Rosko Speckman with a brace 
added to by John-Ben Kotze and Jesse 

Kriel. They may not have added any more 
tries but consistent infringements by the 
Stormers allowed Handre Pollard to land four 
successive penalties, his match tally being 
twenty points, as the Bulls recorded a big 
win. 

Robert Du Preez landed thirteen points from 
the tee as the Sharks blasted the Sunwolves 
at the Singapore National Stadium. The South 
Africans ran in half-a-dozen tried in a 45-10 
success to give themselves a huge boost to 
start the campaign. Armand van der Merwe 
rumbled over twice from close range for the 
Sharks, with Daniel Du Preez, Sibusiso Nkosi, 
Makazole Mapimpi and Jeremy Ward adding 
the others. 

This weekend it’s the turn of the Bulls to 
travel to Argentina to meet the Jaguares with 
the Sharks at home to the Blues, at Kings 
Park, and the Stormers hosting the Lions at 
DHL Newlands in Cape Town. 

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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Normal service in New Zealand? On the face 
of it, it would seem so as both the Crusaders 
and Hurricanes wrapped up victories in their 
respective Round 1 matches but, neither 
side were in particularly rampant form and 
both of their opponents, the Blues and the 
Waratahs, can probably feel hard done by 
that they were unable to claim a win. 

For large stretches of the match at Eden Park, 
the Blues looked like they would do just that 
as tries from Akira Ioane and Ofa Tuungafasi 
gave them a 17-12 lead after 52 minutes in 
front of a noisy home support. The Crusaders 
aren’t champions for nothing however and 
a try from Manasa Mataele and a second 
penalty try of the contest gave them a lead 
that they held onto despite a late Augustine 
Pulu score.

Over at Brookvale Oval, a 17,00 plus crowd 
seemed to be witnessing a Waratahs victory 
over the Hurricanes as the boot of Bernard 
Foley (14 points) and an opportunistic try 
from Curtis Rona opened a nine-point lead. 
However, a Jordie Barrett penalty put the 
‘Canes within striking distance and, after 
having two tries disallowed, they finally 
struck with six minutes to play as Du’Plessis 
Kirifi crossed. Barrett added the extras, but 

Foley had a chance to win it, only to fluff his 
lines form the tee. 

There as a surprise at FMG Stadium in 
Waikato as the Highlanders overcame the 
adversity of losing Sio Tomkinson, sent-off 
for a dangerous tackle in the 67th minute, to 
somehow score ten points in the final nine 
minutes with fourteen men. Aaron Smith 
claimed the game-defining score, either side 
of a successful penalty and conversion from 
Josh Ioane. 

This weekend sees the Highlanders taking on 
the Reds at Forsyth Barr Stadium last night 
before the Crusaders meet the Hurricanes 
at Christchurch Stadium on Saturday night 
ahead of our clash with the Chiefs. The Blues 
are in South Africa tacking the Sharks at 
Jonsson Kings Park in Durban.

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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FAAEE BLAZING A TRAIL FOR FEMALE COACHES
Former US Women's Eagles captain Tiffany 
Faaee is embarking on a trailblazing 
coaching career in Major League Rugby. At 
the end of November, Faaee was appointed 
as an assistant coach by Rugby United New 
York (RUNY), becoming the maiden female 
coach to hold such a role at a professional 
men’s club. As the former USA Women’s 
Eagles captain admits, New Yorkers pride 
themselves on being different, on “always 
thinking outside of the box”. It is perhaps 
only natural, therefore, that it is in the Big 
Apple, and with the Major League Rugby 
(MLR) expansion side, that Faaee has earned 
her big break. “When I was offered the 
chance to work with the team I was excited 
but also always put pressure on myself to 
do a good job,” she said.  “I do in a way feel 
like I want to represent the women coaches 
to the best of my ability. Being the first at 
anything can raise eyebrows but I’m keen to 
just get on with it and let my work speak for 
itself.”

FIVE FORMER CRUSADERS IN SUPER RUGBY
There are five former Crusaders team-mates 
now coaching in Super Rugby. The Crusaders 
have been a powerhouse of the Super 
Rugby competition since the tournament’s 

inception. While the current Crusaders outfit 
has claimed back-to-back titles, the period 
of 1998-2002 was the foundation of the 
Crusaders dominance, as they claimed four 
of their five titles in this span. Many players 
from that era are now passing on their wealth 
of knowledge and rugby prowess to the next 
generation of rugby superstars, with no less 
than five current coaches having played 
together in the 2001 Crusaders season. Scott 
Robertson, Darryl Gibson, Leon MacDonald, 
Aaron Mauger and Brad Thorn are the men in 
question.

FRANKS SIGNS FOR NORTHAMPTON SAINTS
One of the best props of the modern era, All 
Blacks and BNZ Crusaders centurion Owen 
Franks has announced he will be leaving 
New Zealand Rugby at the end of 2019. 
Franks will head to English club Northampton 
Saints at the end of the year where he will 
play alongside brother Ben. One of only 20 
players to win the Rugby World Cup twice, the 
31-year-old tighthead prop follows brother 
Ben to Franklin’s Gardens after making 
almost 150 appearances in the Super Rugby 
competition. Since making his All Blacks debut 
in 2009, Franks has notched up over a century 
of international caps for his country, lifting the 
Webb Ellis Cup twice along the way – on home 
soil in 2011 and then at Twickenham in 2015.

WORLD OF RUGBY: 
GLOBAL NEWS
Stories from around the globe that you may have missed in the wonderful, 
and sometimes weird, World of Rugby. 
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INJURY BLOW FOR SCOTLAND AS JONES RULED OUT
Scotland have suffered yet another injury 
setback with Glasgow outside centre Huw 
Jones unlikely to play any further part in the 
Six Nations. The Warriors midfielder sustained 
knee ligament damage in the national team’s 
Round Two defeat to Ireland at BT Murrayfield 
Stadium on Saturday, with scan results 
suggesting the injury recovery time would 
likely be beyond the reaches of the current 
campaign. As such, Jones has returned to the 
care of his club’s medical team. Meanwhile, full-
back Stuart Hogg damaged shoulder ligaments 
early in the first-half of the same game and is 
now under the joint care of the Glasgow and 
Scotland medical teams, with his rehabilitation 
progress and review ongoing. Scotland have 
won one and lost the other of their games in 
the Six Nations thus far, with their next match 
against France in Paris on February 23.

WORLD LEAGUE CONCEPT PICKS UP STEAM
Promotion and relegation would be introduced 
to the Rugby Championship and Six Nations and 
a blockbuster November final would be held at 
a neutral venue such as Wembley Stadium or 
Barcelona's Camp Nou under a plan to launch a 
World Rugby 'Nations Championship' in 2022. 
The Nations Championship, formerly known 
as the World League concept, passed a crucial 
litmus test during "very constructive" talks 
between the chief executives of all tier one 
Test nations in Los Angeles on Tuesday. Top 

World Rugby officials told the Herald: "It was 
very constructive, things are progressing 
well, there are still some things to overcome 
but they are not overwhelming". A report 
in London's The Times newspaper on 
Wednesday laid out the proposal for the 
12-nation competition, in which Test 
nations would play for points during the 
existing northern and southern hemisphere 
competitions the Six Nations and Rugby 
Championship, before meeting for a two-
week finals play-off in Europe in November.

EXILES SPENDING BIG
London Irish are a side on a serious 
recruitment mission fuelled by a huge 
war chest thanks to the CVC deal with 
Premiership Rugby. The Exiles currently 
sit top of the English Championship and 
look destined for promotion. And should 
they come up this time – they’re planning 
on sticking around a lot longer than they 
did the last time they got promoted. A few 
weeks back they announced the capture 
of Wallabies Nick Phipps and Curtis Rona, 
before shocking the world with the signing of 
Ireland international Sean O’Brien. And now 
it looks like they’re about to add an All Black 
to their ranks, with RugbyPass reporting 
a deal is done for winger Waisake Naholo 
to join Declan Kidney’s side next season, 
beating off competition from Wasps. The 
report also suggests they’re hot on the heels 
of another Wallaby in lock Adam Coleman.



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) 19:45 L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) 19:45

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) 17:35
8 Rebels (a) 19:45
15 Waratahs (h) 19:45
24 Reds (a) 16:00
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) 15:15
13 Lions (h) 19:45
20 Stormers (a) 23:05
28 Jaguares (a) 07:40

MAY
4 Blues (h) 19:45
12 Sunwolves (h) 16:00
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

LUCAS BRINGS UP FIFTY
Matt Lucas recorded his fiftieth Super 
Rugby appearance last week when he 
came on as a 74th minutes replacement 
for Joe Powell in the 34-27 loss to the 
Rebels at GIO Stadium. Lucas has played 
seventeen games for the Brumbies having 
made his debut for the club against the 
Sunwolves in Tokyo at the commencement 
of the 2018 campaign. Previously, Lucas 
was with the Waratahs for whom he 
made 33 Super Rugby appearances, his 
first in 2013. 

NEW BRUMBIES CAPS
The Plus500 Brumbies welcomed four 
new members into the Family last 
weekend as a quartet of players made 
their first team debuts. James Slipper 
(209), Toni Pulu (210) and Irae Simone 
(211) all started the match whilst Wallaby 
backrower Pete Samu (212) came off the 
bench to complete the newcomers. With 
several other new players pushing for a 
start, we may see more new caps during 
2019.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Rebels 1 1 0 0 34 27 +7 0 4
2 Waratahs 1 0 0 1 19 20 -1 1 1
3 Brumbies 1 0 0 1 27 34 -7 1 1
4 Reds 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 Sunwolves 1 0 0 1 10 45 -35 0 0

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Highlanders 1 1 0 0 30 27 +3 0 4
2 Crusaders 1 1 0 0 24 22 +2 0 4
3 Hurricanes 1 1 0 0 20 19 +1 0 4
4 Blues 1 0 0 1 22 24 -2 1 1
5 Chiefs 1 0 0 1 27 30 -3 1 1

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Bulls 1 1 0 0 40 3 +37 1 5
2 Sharks 1 1 0 0 45 10 +35 1 5
3 Lions 1 1 0 0 25 16 +9 0 4
4 Jaguares 1 0 0 1 16 25 -9 0 0
5 Stormers 1 0 0 1 3 40 -37 0 0



6 EVENTS 17 DAYS

Brumbies_148x210.indd   1 05/02/2019   3:48:40 PM
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2018 APPS 2018 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 1 5 – 1t 60 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 1 5 – 1t 59 30 – 6t

Tom BANKS 1 - 29 60 – 12t

Sam CARTER 1 5 – 1t 106 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK - - 17 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS - - 10 -

Blake ENEVER 1 - 46 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 1 5 – 1t 14 20 – 4t

Vunipola FIFITA - - 0 -

Mack HANSEN - - 0 -

Wharenui HAWERA 1 - 32 186 ¬– 2t, 40c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU - - 0 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE - - 11 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 1 - 106 105 – 21t

Christian LEALIIFANO 1 7 – 2c, 1p 133 852 – 19t, 146c, 153p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 1 - 34 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN - - 1 -

Matt LUCAS 1 - 50 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 1 - 61 35 – 7t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 1 - 29 20 – 4t

Connal MCINERNEY - - 6 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD 1 - 15 30 – 6t

Chance PENI - - 14 35 – 7t

David POCOCK 1 - 110 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 1 - 43 15 – 3t

Toni PULU 1 - 32 70 – 14t

Tom ROSS - - 0 -

Pete SAMU 1 - 34 45 – 9t 

Irae SIMONE 1 - 11 -

Scott SIO 1 - 86 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 1 - 105 25 – 5t 

Henry SPEIGHT 1 - 109 205 – 41t

Darcy SWAIN - - 1 -

Lausii TALIAULI - - 23 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 1 - 4 5 – 1t

Tom WRIGHT - - 0 -
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

ROUND 1
Friday 15 February 2019
Plus500 Brumbies 27 Melbourne Rebels 34
(GIO Stadium, Canberra)

THE MATCH
The Plus500 Brumbies fell to an opening round 
defeat at GIO Stadium on a picture-perfect 
evening, coming out on the wrong side of an 
entertaining nine-try contest with the Rebels 
squeezing home 34-27. The hosts were left 
to rue on several missed opportunities, 
particularly in the opening ten minutes 
when at least two good try-scoring chances 
went begging. That, coupled with the loss 
of superstar flanker David Pocock to a head-
knock and speedster Toni Pulu, shattering 
his cheekbone in a freak accident in the first 
quarter, came back to haunt the Brumbies at 
the final whistle. Some excellent kicking from 
flyhalf and newly-appointed captain, Christian 
Lealiifano, added to tries from forwards Folau 
Fainga’a, off a trademark maul, Rory Arnold 
and Allan Alaalatoa, had the Brumbies 22-
19 ahead at the half-time interval, but the 
team struggled for coherency and fluidity in 

the second stanza and the visitors, led by half-
back pairing Will Genia and Quade Cooper, who 
controlled the play, were able to sneak in front 
and control the destination of the points from 
there on in. Lock forward Sam Carter became 
the fourth forward to cross the whitewash in the 
second half, but it was the Rebels incisiveness 
out wide that proved the difference, winger Jack 
Maddocks bagging a brace as Dave Wessels team 
headed back to Victoria with the win under their 
belts. 

THE POINTS
Plus500 Brumbies (22) 27 (T: Fainga’a, Arnold, 
Alaalatoa, Carter, C: Lealiifano (2), P: Lealiifano) 
Rebels (19) 34 (T: English, Maddocks (2), Phillip, 
Rangi, C: Cooper (3), P: Cooper)



Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON




