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Chairman's Report 
It	is	pleasing	to	report	on	another	fantas0c	year	for	the	
Sydney	Rugby	Union	compe00ons.	The	Grand	Final	Grade	day	
at	North	Sydney	Oval	saw	a	very	large	crowd	witness	some	
exci0ng	Rugby.	The	winners	of	the	Intrust	Super	Shute	Shield,	
Sydney	University	ran	out	winners	over	Warringah	with	the	
lower	grades	being	shared	by	three	Clubs:	Eastern	Suburbs	
taking	out	the	Colin	Caird	Shield,	Northern	Suburbs	the	
Henderson	Shield	and	Warringah	the	Henderson	Cup.	

The	weekend	then	culminated	with	the	Colts	Grand	Finals	at	
Concord	Oval	with	Randwick	establishing	their	dominance	by	
winning	1st	and	2nd	Colts	while	Eastern	Suburbs	ran	out	
winners	in	3rd	Colts.	

All	Clubs	are	to	be	congratulated	for	their	efforts	during	the	
season	which	resulted	in	a	very	successful	finals	series	held	
over	three	weeks.	

The	Board	has	been	very	diligent	this	year	aQending	many	
mee0ngs	and	also	ins0tu0ng	a	strategic	review	which	is	being	
presented	to	Clubs	for	discussion.	The	year	however	has	not	
been	without	difficulty	and	the	Board	had	to	unfortunately	
make	the	recommenda0on	to	withdraw	the	Penrith	Rugby	
Club	from	the	compe00on.	The	SRU	and	NSWRU	are	now	
working	together	to	ensure	that	Rugby	in	the	west	receives	
the	aQen0on	and	support	that	it	requires.	

The	Strategic	review	has	recommended	amendments	to	the	
exis0ng	cons0tu0on,	the	implementa0on	of	a	par0cipa0on	
agreement	for	Clubs	and	the	inves0ga0on	of	where	our	
Compe00on	should	be	placed	in	the	future.	It	will	be	an	
interes0ng	challenge	for	the	new	2019	Board	to	con0nue	with	
this	work.	

The	Board	is	extremely	grateful	to	CRTV	and	C7	and	to	Nick	
and	John	for	the	support	that	it	has	received	ensuring	that	
the	Shute	Shield	con0nues	on	FTA.	Whilst	contract	
nego0a0ons	are	ongoing	the	rela0onships	are	strong	and	will	
ensure	that	this	service	con0nues.	

Our	rela0onships	with	our	sponsors,	Intrust	Super,	The	Rugby	
Club	Founda0on	and	Gilbert	con0nue	to	grow	and	we	look	
forward	to	their	involvement	again	in	2019.	Their	involvement	
is	very	much	appreciated.	

During	2018	a	vibrant	Womens	7s	compe00on	was	
established	with	all	Shute	Shield	clubs	in	2019	fielding	either	a	
Womens	7s	team	or	a	15	a	side	team	or	in	many	cases	both.	
Congratula0ons	to	all	Clubs	for	their	efforts	in	this	regard.	

2019	will	be	a	challenging	year	but	with	the	implementa0on	
of	the	new	Governance	structure	at	NSWRU	and	con0nued	
support	from	all	Clubs	these	challenges	will	certainly	be	met.	

My	thanks	go	to	all	Board	members	for	their	0me	and	efforts	
and	a	special	thanks	to	Paul	Hartmann	who	is	stepping	down.	
Paul	has	been	a	valuable	member	especially	with	draw	
sta0s0cs	and	compila0on.	

Apprecia0on	also	to	Andrew	Hore	and	Mark	Green	for	their	
ongoing	support	and	assistance	with	SRU	maQers.	

Looking	forward	to	a	successful	2019	season,	

David	Begg	
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Office Bearers
  Honorary Life Members 
  Peter Falk 
   Brian Johnstone 
   Dennis Mears 
   Neville Shooter 

  Board Members: 
  All appointments effective from 2017 AGM 

  Chairman: 
  David Begg 

  Vice President: 
  Brett Papworth 

 Directors: 
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  Paul Hartmann 
  Dr. Liz Swinburn 

 Treasurer: 
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Board Attendances 
David Begg  12/12 
Tim Davidson   8/12 
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Brett Papworth             9/12 
Liz Swinburn  12/12 
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Terry Willis    Chair 
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Ian Kennedy 
Brian Kinsey 
Peter Marshall 
Callan O’Neill 
David Sio 

Counsel assisting 
Jeff Phillips SC 

Citing Officers 
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Scott Nowland 

Appeals 
Courtenay Poulden 
Philip Purcell 
Dennis Wheelahan
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Competition Report
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Season	2018	culminated	for	Grade	with	another	
fantas0c	day	at	North	Sydney	Oval	on	Saturday	1st	
September.	The	Colts	once	again	were	the	encore	with	
their	Grand	Finals	held	at	Concord	Oval	on	the	next	day.	

Crowds	exceeded	expecta0ons	and	0cke0ng	was	
simplified	with	spectators	being	able	to	purchase	on	
line	for	all	finals	and	even	reserve	seats	for	the	Grand	
Final.	The	0cke0ng	experience	for	spectators	was	
improved	with	the	engagement	of	IWannaTicket	who	
manned	0cket	booths	with	e_pos	facili0es	and	handled	
all	on	line	bookings.	
Thanks	must	go	again	to	CRTV	for	their	innova0ve	
efforts	to	ensure	that	the	day	was	a	great	spectacle	for	
everyone.	

Sydney	University	ran	out	winners	over	Warringah	in	
the	InTrust	Super	Shute	Shield	with	Warringah	
aQemp0ng	to	repeat	their	2017	success.	Eastern	
Suburbs	won	the	Colin	Caird	Shield	defea0ng	Eastwood	
–	the	last	0me	Easts	won	the	2nd	Grade	trophy	was	in	
2009	when	all	4	Grand	Finals	were	played	at	the	soon	
to	be	demolished	Sydney	Football	Stadium!		
Northern	Suburbs	now	hold	the	Henderson	Shield	for	
3rd	Grade	defea0ng	Eastern	Suburbs	but	were	
themselves	defeated	in	the	4th	Grade	Henderson	Cup	
with	Warringah	winning	that	trophy.	

The	1st	and	2nd	Colts	compe00on	was	dominated	by	
Randwick	and	Gordon	with	Randwick	winning	both	1st	
and	2nd	Colts	in	the	Grand	Final.	Eastwood	finished	as	
the	3rd	Colts	Minor	Premiers	by	2	points	from	Sydney	
University	but	both	failed	to	make	the	Grand	Final.	
Eastern	Suburbs	came	from	3rd	on	the	ladder	to	take	
the	Bill	Simpson	Shield	narrowly	defea0ng	Gordon.	

A	successful	season	is	not	just	3	weeks	of	finals	but	a	
result	of	a	concerted	effort	by	many.	

Leading	the	way	was	the	SRU	Board	who	held	more	
than	12	mee0ngs	during	the	season	and	also	aQended	
separate	strategy	sessions	to	ensure	that	the	Union	
improves	and	con0nues	to	offer	a	valuable	compe00on	
for	its	cons0tuents.	

Thanks	and	apprecia0on	go	to	all	Board	members	
par0cularly	David	as	Chair	who	con0nues	to	lead	SRU	
and	ensures	that	the	Union	serves	its	cons0tuents	and	
that	the	compe00on	remains	the	pre-eminent	club	
compe00on	in	the	country.	Paul	Hartmann	who	is	
stepping	down	from	the	Board	will	be	a	loss	as	he	has	
been	an	enormous	help	with	stats,	draws	and	general	
comp	management	issues.	

SRU	events	such	as	the	Season	Launch	and	the	
Catchpole	Dinner	con0nue	to	engage	clubs	and	with	
the	assistance	of	CRTV	have	raised	the	profile	of	our	
compe00on.	
The	Catchpole	Dinner	in	par0cular	has	been	elevated	to	
a	higher	profile	and	the	worthy	recipients	of	the	various	
awards	are	deserving	of	this	forum.	
		
To	the	Judiciary	members	chaired	by	Terry	Willis	my	
thanks	for	your	diligent	aQen0on	to	all	maQers	judicial.	
They	freely	give	of	their	0me	and	exper0se	to	ensure	
that	we	run	a	fair	and	disciplined	compe00on.	

Our	generous	sponsors	have	again	contributed	to	the	
success	of	the	season	and	we	look	forward	to	having	
increased	involvement	with	them	in	2019.	InTrust	Super	
and	Mal	Gordon	in	par0cular	are	valuable	partners	for	
the	Compe00on	while	the	support	given	by	the	Rugby	
Club	Founda0on	ensures	we	will	have	beQer	financial	
stability	in	the	future.	

To	all	those	volunteers	at	the	Clubs	and	to	the	hard	
working	GMs	goes	a	sincere	thank	you	for	all	the	
0reless	work	that	you	do	to	ensure	that	our	
Compe00on	runs	smoothly	week	by	week.		

My	thanks	and	apprecia0on	must	go	to	the	Board	of,	
NSWRU	par0cularly	Andrew	Hore	and	Mark	Green,	Tom	
Chadwick	for	all	referee	maQers	and	especially	to	Tim	
Richards,	Execu0ve	Director	of	Subbies	for	his	
invaluable	advice,	assistance	and	general	good	humour	
which	has	enabled	me	to	thoroughly	enjoy	the	season	
as	Compe00on	Manager.	

Kerry	Brady	
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Finals Series Results

 

Grade Grand Finals 
1st September 2018   North Sydney Oval 

Shute Shield            *Sydney University 45    Warringah 12 
Colin Caird Shield     *Eastern Suburbs 36   Eastwood 17 
Henderson Shield      Northern Suburbs 20   Eastern Suburbs 17 
Henderson Cup         *Warringah 15   Northern Suburbs 12 

Grade Semi Finals   
25th August 2018  Sydney University Oval 

Shute Shield    Sydney University 41   Manly 3 
Colin Caird     Sydney University 29   Eastern Suburbs 29 
Henderson Shield   Eastern Suburbs 26   *Warringah 10 
Henderson Cup    Warringah 36   Sydney University 10 

26th August 2018  North Sydney Oval 
Shute Shield          Warringah 25   Northern Suburbs 22 
Colin Caird Shield    Eastwood 31    Manly 10 
Henderson Shield 
       Northern Suburbs 42   Sydney University 20 
Henderson Cup       Northern Suburbs 23   Eastwood 15 

Grade Qualifying Finals 
18th August        Sydney University Oval 
Shute Shield   Sydney University 21  Eastern Suburbs 13 
Colin Caird    Sydney University 58  Northern Suburbs 30 
Henderson Shield   Sydney University 29   Manly 7 
Henderson Cup      Eastwood 21   Eastern Suburbs 10 

18th August        Pittwater Rugby Park 
Shute Shield          Warringah 34   Manly 28 
Colin Caird Shield   Eastwood 31   Warringah 25 
Henderson Shield   Northern Suburbs 33   Warringah 29 
Henderson Cup      Warringah 23   Parramatta 7 

19th August     North Sydney Oval 
Shute Shield          Northern Suburbs 16   Eastwood 10 
Colin Caird Shield   Manly 35   Eastern Suburbs 28 
Henderson Shield   Eastern Suburbs 27   Randwick 10 
Henderson Cup    
                 Northern Suburbs 15  Sydney University 11 

Colts Grand Finals 
2nd September  2018    Concord Oval 

W McMahon Shield   Randwick 36   Gordon  20 
Shell Cup               *Randwick 50  Gordon 24 
Bill Simpson            Eastern Suburbs 27  Gordon 24 

Colts Semi Finals 
25th August 2018   Coogee Oval 

W McMahon Shield  Randwick 64  Southern Districts 14 
Shell Cup               Randwick 56   Eastern Suburbs 12 
Bill Simpson Shield    
                   Eastern Suburbs 20  Sydney University 17 

26th August 2018  Chatswood Oval 

W McMahon Shield     Gordon 24  Sydney University 13 
Shell Cup  Gordon 31  Sydney University 11 
Bill Simpson Shield     Gordon 24  *Eastwood 19 

Colts Qualifying Finals 
18th August   Coogee Oval 

W McMahon Shield   
             Sydney University 34Southern Districts 14 
W McMahon Shield          Randwick 28  Manly 21 
Shell Cup  Randwick 59   Northern Suburbs 10 
Bill Simpson Shield   Sydney University 27  Randwick 25 
Bill Simpson Shield          Eastwood 42   Warringah 24 

19th August   Chatswood Oval 

W McMahon Shield       Gordon 52   Eastern Suburbs 17 
Shell Cup     Sydney University 39   Eastern Suburbs 19 
Shell Cup                    Gordon 52   Eastwood 10 
Bill Simpson Shield      Eastern Suburbs 22   Gordon 12 

*Denotes Minor Premiers 
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Grade Competition   Championship Ladders
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Colts Competition     Championship Ladders
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Award Winners
The Ken Catchpole Dinner

Awards presented:

2018 Ken Catchpole Medal Adrian Musico
David Brockhoff Medal - Coach of the Year Pauli Taumoepeau
Dick Byres Medal - Referee of the Year Michael Hogan
2018 Rookie of the Year Will McDonnell 
Roscoe Fay Trophy - Highest Points Scorer Christian Kagiassis
2018 Highest Try Scorer Richard Woolf
E S Marks Shield Shute Shield Minor Premiers Sydney University RUFC
Sir Roden Cutler Shield Sydney University RUFC
Gregor George Trophy Club Championship Sydney University RUFC
Eric Spilsted Shield - Colts Club Championship Randwick RUFC

Catchpole winner Adrian Musico with Mrs Ken 
Catchpole

Coach of the Year Pauli Taumoepeau with Darryl 
Gibson, Waratahs Coach

Dick Byres with the Dick Byres Medal winner 
Michael Hogan

Brett Papworth with Will McDonnell, Rookie of the 

David Haigh Sydney University and David 
Begg, Chairman SRU

Tom Serhon, Randwick with the Eric 
Spilsted Shield Colts Championship
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Our Sponsors
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Womens Rugby
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