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COACHES Q&A
During the week, we caught up with the boss, Plus500 
Brumbies head coach Dan McKellar to get his thoughts 
heading into round one and how he wants to put smiles 
on Canberra faces.

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Tonight’s rookie flyhalf Noah Lolesio tells us who the worst 
roommate on tour is, his celebrity look-alike and what he’d 
be doing if he wasn’t running out at GIO Stadium, while we 
also delve into the rugby journey of wing Solomone Kata.

TEAM POSTER PULL-OUT 
Head to the centre page to get your official Plus500 
Brumbies team photo and signature poster. 

BEST FANS IN THE GAME
Head to page 30 to see if your pictures have been selected 
for our ‘Best fans in the game,’ gallery. 

SUPER W UPDATE
Find out who will be featuring for the Brumbies Women in 
#SuperW this season, as they prepare to get their campaign 
underway at our double header against the Highlanders, 
15 February.

WHAT’S COMING UP?
There’s always heaps of fun happening in Brumbies 
country, make sure you visit our bulletin board on page 46 
to see what events are happening in the next few weeks, 
and where. 
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I feel good, you always feel good at the 
end of preseason. Especially here at the 
Brumbies you know. The players have 
worked exceptionally hard. 

We’ve prioritised certain areas we know 
will win us games early, because we know 
you’re not going to have all areas humming 
in the early part of the season. 

We’re in a good position. We’re certainly 
fitter than the past, we got that part of 
preseason right. 

Had a great hit out against the Rebels but 
you know, we’re certainly not getting ahead 
of ourselves but yeah, I’m feeling about as 
well as any coach could feel ahead of round 
one. 

At least as good as this coach can feel 
(laughing).

Look there’s been some tough moments for 
sure, but nothing compared to the hardship 
people are feeling in our region, and beyond. 
It was challenging. You get to New Year’s Day 
and you know you’ve got to adjust. We didn’t 
want to leave Canberra but with the time we 
had before round one, we couldn’t risk losing 
sessions so we decided we needed to go to 
Newcastle. 
 
I thought how the staff responded was 
outstanding. Johnny Mitchell (Head of 
performance), Bill Swain (Team Manager), 
they made it seamless, and obviously the 
work that was done in the background with 
Phil Thomson our CEO and Chris Tindall (GM 
Professional Rugby & Pathways) was brilliant. 
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I’m really confident in this group, and the 
players that will be representing that group on 
Friday night. 

There’s a reason we went with the young tens 
over bringing in someone more experienced, 
there’s a reason we knew Darcy Swain was 
ready because we’ve been preparing him for a 
couple years now and there’s a reason I brought 
in the likes of Sol to give us that extra point of 
difference Kata, and I’m really confident all 
those players will do a job for us on Friday. 

The Reds are going to be tough. Big, physical 
pack and they’ve got some individual threats 
across the park. We just need to get our 
preparation and performance right and build 
momentum. 

We’ve spoken about that, starting well. A big 
part of that is our form at home and we’ve got a 
great opportunity now with three home games 
in a row before heading to New Zealand, and a 
bye after that. 

It’s home. I get the same feeling as when I walk 
through my front door at the end of a big week. The 
energy is just different. You feel the support, say g’day 
to the security, see familiar faces. It’s home. 

We made this place a fortress in 2019, and we know 
we’ll have to do the same this season to achieve our 
ultimate goal, which is a premiership. 
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As news of the devastating fires along our 
treasured southern coast began to break 
on New Year’s Eve, many in Canberra and 
our surrounding region were left feeling 
totally helpless against the wrath of the 
unprecedented and uncontrollable blazes. 
 
Your thoughts immediately go to those 
affected. You ache for their struggle, knowing 
their lives and the lives of their loved ones 
have been changed forever. 
 
Seeing the destruction and heartbreak they 
(his parents) narrowly avoided was hanging 
around in the back of my mind when I came 
back to Brumbies training this year.

Plus500 Brumbies backrow, Tom Cusack
 
All you want to do is help, but that feeling 
overwhelms many of us, that helplessness. 
What can I do to help? 
 

Some, our most brave, chose to face these 
fires head on. That thought never crosses the 
mind of most us. It’s our nature taking over. 
We are here as a species because the vast 
majority of folks ran away from the sabre-
tooth tiger, not towards it. 
 
But these people come from stock that did. 
It’s in them, somehow. The women and men 
of the Emergency Services and Rural Fire 
Service do not have the luxury of anxiously 
updating their emergency app. When they 
get the call, they respond. 
 
It’s a level of selflessness that’s almost 
incomparable. They are soldiers, sent to war 
to defend their country, from itself. It’s not 
nine to five either. The feint promise of future 
sleep keeps them going as they enter round 
12 against the latest inferno opponent. 
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What are we to do for these heroes? Everything 
we can. 

The Brumbies are extremely proud to be part 
of the #WeAreOne initiative and especially 
to be working in collaboration and unity 
with the other sporting codes in Canberra to 
provide support those areas within our region 
of Southern New South Wales who have lost 
so much.  

Plus500 Brumbies CEO, Phil Thomson

Be it a small gesture of a sausage sizzle as they 
arrive back from battle. Tapping them on the 
shoulder when you see them at the servo, 
looking them in the eye, shaking their hand - 
thanking them for their commitment to our 
beautiful nation. 
 
Nick Kygrios wasn’t going to fight the fires in 
NSW, but he could raise money by donating 
money for every ace serve this summer, so he 
did it. A small act that has resonated globally, 
and more closely here in Canberra. The city’s 
major sporting teams and codes decided to 
join forces, inspired by Kygrios to provide 
support for the volunteers and those affected 
by the bushfire crisis, under the unified banner, 
#WeAreOne.

All we wanted to do was give something back 
to those who have given all of us so much. As a 
token of our gratitude, all Emergency Services 
and Rural Fire Service volunteers were invited 
to attend tonight’s round one opener on us. 

We’re focusing on putting smiles on Canberra 
faces. It’s the least we can do. Our club, we 
owe everything to our community, and we’ll 
do anything we can to repay them. 

Plus500 Brumbies head coach, Dan McKellar

It’s a small gesture, that can never repay 
their sacrifice, but we are truly honoured 
to have you all here. There will also be a 
minute’s silence pre-game, giving the GIO 
Stadium faithful, the players and coaches 
and everyone in attendance a chance to pay 
their respects to those who have felt the 
affects of these horrific fires. 

Finally, our generous partners Plus500 have 
pledged to donate $500 dollars for every 
Brumbies try scored and $500 for every 
conversion kicked in 2020. You can also 
donate, by going to givit.org.au/brumbies. 
An incredible gesture and here’s hoping they 
will have to go deep in their pockets in 2020. 
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It’s a move that for many came way out of left 
field, but for Solomone Kata, joining the Plus500 
Brumbies is his career coming full circle. 
 
A Tongan native, Kata moved to New Zealand as a 
youngster taking up a scholarship at the renowned 
Sacred Heart College in Auckland, the same 
alma mater as legendary All-Black captain Sean 
Fitzpatrick.

There, Kata excelled in the 15-man code showcasing 
his ridiculous athleticism and brutality with ball in 
hand. But, an offer from NZ Warriors straight out of 
school saw Kata switch codes to join the NRL. 
 
It would take him two years to make his full debut, but 
once he did, he was electric. In 93 games, Kata scored 
46 tries for the Warriors, playing internationally for 
both Tonga and New Zealand. 
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Kata’s time in New Zealand came to an end in 2018, signing a deal 
to join the Melbourne Storm. However, a year into that deal Kata 
decided that he wanted to go back to his first love, union and the 
Brumbies wasted no time securing the star’s services.
 
Kata has been an instant hit since coming to Canberra. His 
selection on the wing for round one is something that was 
certainly in play when he showed up for preseason, his talent 
is that great, but how he transitioned back to Union was always 
going to be a lottery.
 

Few take to the transition so smoothly, but for Kata, he had the 
tools already and just had to rediscover them. 
 
A strong showing in the Brumbies trial, on top of an outstanding 
preseason sees Kata earn a spot in the run on side this evening. 
An incredible journey to become a Brumby. 
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*Available for NSW, VIC and ACT account holders only. Think! About your choices. Call Gambler’s Help,  
Gambling Help or the ACT Gambling Counselling & Support Service on 1800 858 858 www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au  

or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au. Know when to stop. Don’t go over the top. Gamble Responsibly.

Available on Head to 

Head, Line, Margin  

& Total Match Points

 GET THE EDGE 

ON BRUMBIES 

GAMES!
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For more information, visit
POPLARS.COM.AU

BUSINESS PARK 
AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Connal McInerney
 Harry Lloyd
 James Slipper
 Caderyn Neville
 Will Miller
 Ryan Lonergan
 Bayley Kuenzle
 Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga’a
Allan Alaalatoa
Darcy Swain
Murray Douglas
Rob Valetini
Tom Cusack
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Noah Lolesio
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Solomone Kata
Tom Banks

REFEREE: 
AJ Jacobs

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
Nic Berry

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 
at time of publication



Match Officials:



C E L E B R AT I N G  2 5  Y E A R S



C E L E B R AT I N G  2 5  Y E A R S



Match Officials:
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Alex Mafi 
 Dane Zander
 Feao Fotuaika 
 Izack Rodda 
 Seru Uru 
 Moses Sorovi 
 Hamish Stewart 
 Hunter Paisami

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

JP Smith
Brandon Paenga-Amosa 
Taniela Tupou 
Angus Blyth 
Lukhan Salakaia-Loto 
Angus Scott-Young
Liam Wright © 
Harry Wilson 
Tate McDermott 
Isaac Lucas
Henry Speight
James O’Connor
Jordan Petaia
Jock Campbell 
Bryce Hegarty

AR2: 
Graham Cooper

TMO: 
Ian Smith

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 
at time of publication
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Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations

Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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At the Plus500 Brumbies, we know we have the best fans in Super Rugby, 
and we want to showcase those who show up to GIO Stadium every week, 
Proud to be a Australian, with a Brumby on their chest.





SPORTSWEAR
SPECIALISTS

PROUD TO BE
OFFICIAL KIT 
SUPPLIER 
TO BRUMBIES

CONTACT US FOR 
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Office 1B, The Precinct, 
539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, 
E: abrophy@oneills.com  

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia
IG: oneillssportsau   
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Helping to keep the game flowing as our 
current Brumbies stars chase victory over 
the Reds, are our future stars from the 
Gungahlin Eagles. 

The Eagles junior program boasts teams 
from under 7s to under 18s, including under 
14, 16 and 18 girls.

Current Brumbies who played their Junior 
Rugby with the red and black include Mack 
Hansen and Tom Ross. 

If you’re reading this, you will already have 
met our talented Program sales team, the 
Tuggeranong Vikings Juniors. Established 
in 1980, Vikings is the largest Junior club 
in the ACT, welcoming kids from ages five 
to 15. 

The Lonergans, Ryan and Lachlan played 
their junior rugby with Vikings before going 
on to be a part of the Brumbies squad for 
2020. 
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CONTACT BOBBY FARQUHAR 0414505257
bobbyfarquhar@optusnet.com.au

www.thenationalactingscool.com.au
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PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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As the 2020 season gets underway, the 
Plus500 Brumbies boast a relatively clean bill 
of health with most of the squad available 
for selection, Blake Enever and new recruit 
Shambeckler Vui the only two currently 
sidelined through injury. 

However, the club did confirm that 50-cap 
tighthead prop Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin, has 
ruptured his achilles while playing in Japan, 
which will rule him out of the 2020 Super 
Rugby season.

The local product was due to rejoin the side 
ahead of tonight’s clash against the Reds at 
but will instead undergo surgery on his injury.

Plus500 Brumbies coach Dan McKellar had 
this to say on Les’ injury: 

"Firstly we're devastated for Les. He's 
represented the jersey 50 times and is such a 
big part of the organisation and well loved by 
the playing group and staff."

"As a club, we will be doing all we can to help 
support him through his surgery and our 
medical staff will be there to help him with 
his rehab in order to get him back on the field 
as soon as possible.

Get well soon Les, from all the Brumbies 
family. #TeamRehab
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