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A historic night awaits rugby fans 
in North Queensland as Queensland 
Country Bank Stadium plays host to a 
blockbuster Queensland Reds double 
header.
 
For the first time in the competition’s 
history, the Super W Grand Final 
will take place in Townsville where 
the Reds will battle for their maiden 
piece of silverware against reigning 
champions the Fijiana Drua.
 
Australian Rugby’s oldest rivalry 
will then be reignited as Queensland 
square off with New South Wales in 
Round 11 of Super Rugby Pacific.
 
Following back-to-back wins against 
Moana Pasifika and the Western 
Force, the Reds will be searching 
for their fifth consecutive victory 
against the Waratahs and important 
ladder-position placement with just 
four rounds of the regular season 
remaining after tonight’s fixture.
 
Our Queensland women also come 
into their respective match-up with 
momentum after their nail-biting semi-
final victory against the Brumbies last 
week in Sydney to see them progress 
to the big dance.
 
Yet to lift the Super W trophy, this will 
be Queensland’s fourth decider having 
only missed last year’s Grand Final in 

the competition’s history, but they will 
have the full support of the whole state 
behind them tonight.
 
I would like to welcome the Reds, plus 
the Waratahs and Drua coaching staff 
and team management to this great 
stadium here in what shapes as an 
exciting evening for all teams involved.
 
Reds head coach Simon Craig has named 
an unchanged 23 to take on the Drua for 
this evening’s Super W Grand Final.
Black Ferns prop Cristo Tofa starts at 
tighthead prop alongside Wallaroos Bree-
Anna Cheatham and Tiarna Molloy, with 
Deni Ross and Annabelle Codey rounding 
out the tight-five as locks.
Skipper Shannon Parry will start at 
openside flanker, partnering Carola 
Kreis and youngster Haidee Head in the 
backrow.
New Zealand duo Diane Hiini and Carys 
Dallinger start in the halves, while the 
competition’s leading point scorer Cecilia 
Smith will take her place at inside-centre 
after recovering from a knock in the 
semi-final.
Alana Elisaia runs on in the number-13 
jersey, while Ivania Wong, who has 
played every Queensland Super W 
match in history, will start on the wing 
alongside Renae Nona and Fijian flyer 
Heleina Young in the back three.
Scrumhalf Sarah Lewis and utility 
backs Sam Curtis and Ellie Draper will 
provide spark off the bench for the 
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backs, while Madi Schuck, Tazmin 
Shephard and Theresa Soloai make 
for an experienced front row bench 
rotation.

Meanwhile Brad Thorn has made 
just one change to his starting XV 
for the battle of the Bob Templeton 
Cup against New South Wales with 
Ryan Smith coming into the run-on 
team in the secondrow.
Fellow lock Angus Blyth returns 
to the side via the bench and will 
celebrate his 50th Queensland and 
Super Rugby cap.
Co-captain Liam Wright, Fraser 
McReight and Harry Wilson start in 
the backrow for the eighth time this 
season, with  McReight coming off a 

try-scoring double against the Force.
Tate McDermott combines with Lawson 
Creighton in the halves, with Jordan 
Petaia retaining the fullback jersey as Jock 
Campbell and Suliasi Vunivalu start on the 
left and right wings respectively.
James O’Connor and Josh Flook run on in 
the centres as Queensland look to continue 
their hold on the Templeton Cup which they 
regained in 2021.
 
On behalf of the Queensland Rugby Union, 
I hope you enjoy tonight’s matches and 
I thank you for both your support and 
attendance.
  
Go Queensland!

Roger Gould – QRU President

© Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.          COM 0280-0223

$100K WESTPAC 
FOOTY GRANTS

Westpac and QLD Rugby Union  
have come together with $100k in footy grants  

to help local community clubs grow.

Learn More

https://www.westpac.com.au/help/community/footy-grants/
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STOCK RANGE.
High quality on field and off field products 
delivered to you in 3 weeks with your logo.  
Simple, fast, & convenient.

MADE STRONGER

DISCOVER MORE

Follow us on canterburyteamsportsau canterbury teamwear anz

http://canterburyteamwear.com.au/core-24-7-express-range
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SIMPLY SIRROMET,
SIMPLY WONDERFUL!

Escape to Sanctuary by Sirromet and indulge in a wonderful winery getaway. 
Relax in the glamping style accommodation, nestled in the uniquely Queensland 

bush setting, take in the stunning scenery and fresh country air.  

You’ll also enjoy the thoughtfully curated menus, superb handcrafted wines and 
Sirromet’s wonderful hospitality.

The many pleasures and natural habitat set the scene for a simply special stay.

 The Simply Sirromet package includes:

To book visit www.sanctuarybysirromet.com or call 07 3206 2999. *Conditions apply.

Overnight accommodation in a premium pavilion
A premium wine tasting

 Breakfast for two

http://canterburyteamwear.com.au/core-24-7-express-range
https://sanctuarybysirromet.com/


DRITIMES.COM

USE CODE: redsfamily
FOR REDS MEMBERS

Beach. Pool. Travel. Sport. 
Whatever your passion, 

DRITIMES is all about creating 
incredible towels for every 

adventure.

HASTA CERTIFIED RANGE

Supports general health and wellbeing. Always 
read the label and follow the direccons for use.orthoplex_au

Official Sports Nutriional 
Supplement Supplier of the 

Queensland Reds. 

28 APR - 28 MAY 2023

PARTNERS

BRISBANECOMEDYFESTIVAL.COM

ROSS NOBLE  TRIPOD  THE UMBILICAL BROTHERS  CAL WILSON  LUKE HEGGIE   
TWO MAN TARANTINO  HEATH FRANKLIN  SAMMY J  JIMEOIN  AKMAL  DANNY BHOY   

CHRIS RYAN  DAVE HUGHES  CLAIRE HOOPER  JOE AVATI  LAWRENCE MOONEY   
PETER HELLIAR  ROVE MCMANUS + MANY MORE

BOOK NOW

https://www.dritimes.com/
https://www.orthoplex.com.au/home
http://brisbanecomedyfestival.com
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HopgoodGanim Lawyers
When exceptional 
outcomes matter.

From city-shaping projects to business 
transactions, corporate litigation and 
disputes, family and relationship law, 
resources and mining law, and private 
client advisory, HopgoodGanim Lawyers 
is here to support you. We are committed 
to delivering exceptional outcomes for 
our clients.

Proudly the Official Legal Partner of the 

Queensland Rugby Union.

 

Visit us at hopgoodganim.com.au.

https://www.hopgoodganim.com.au/
https://labanderita.tv/
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The flying feet of the Queensland 
Reds’ instant star Heleina Young 
had lived a lifetime in rugby 
but never a proper game of 
15-a-side until 12 months ago.

The astonishing rise of the former 
track sprinter from Suva reaches 
a fairytale moment on Saturday in 
the Super W final in Townsville. 

Lining up against the Fijiana Drua, 
with friends on board, means 
there won’t be a hostile twitch to 
her thinking for this peak clash in 
women’s rugby.

“I know how they’ll play, that Fijian-
style, off-load game. I know some of 
the girls. I’ll always see them as my 
sisters as are the Reds,” Young, 22, 
said with a smile.

Young’s arrival all happened 
in a blur last Sunday when she 
scorched by four defenders in a 
silky, swerving 50m run to the 
tryline to turn the semi-final.

Take a look at the footage. You had 
to quickly take stock. Heleina who 

from where? Was that really as 
super-slick and fast as it looked?
Give me a replay. She did. Less 
than three minutes later, the Fijian-
born flash was scooting over on her 
wing for a second try at Sydney’s 
Concord Oval.

When the resilient Reds had finally 
fought their way to a 23-20 decision 
over the ACT Brumbies in an 
excellent contest, the chatter didn’t 
stop about the hottest new face on 
the Super W scene.

Incredibly, Young hadn’t even 
played a 15-a-side game until 
debuting for GPS on April 23 last 
season after arriving from Suva. 
Racking up 26 tries in 13 games 
quickly had eyes popping. Raw. 
Definitely. Fast. Very.

All her childhood dreams had been 
on the track where she competed 
against Australia’s 2020 Tokyo 
Olympian Riley Day at the 2017 
Youth Commonwealth Games in the 
Bahamas.

She ran her personal best of 11.82 



sec for the 100m for a silver medal 
at the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa 
where gold in the 4 x 100m sprint 
relay was a high.
“I started running when I was 
seven but, when you grow up in 
Fiji, rugby is like a lifestyle,” she 
explained.

“You do your thing during the day 
time and then in the afternoon you 
all meet in the same place.

“Whether we have a ball or we 
don’t, someone can always flatten 
up a plastic bottle, use a shoe or tie 
a T-shirt with a knot to play touch 
rugby every afternoon.”

Young is grateful she had 
supportive male players around 
her who encouraged, rather than 
sidelined, her.

“They weren’t little boys, they were 
big boys. They were very inclusive 
and never said ‘You’re a girl, you’ll 
get hurt’ or ‘you’re too small, go 
stand on the side’,” she recalled.

“Getting the confidence to run 

around them was really because 
they let me do it. It still gave 
me the feeling I can do it when I 
arrived at GPS.”

Having a sprinter’s genes is 
no guarantee of rugby success 
although 1961 Wallaby Michael 
Cleary won a bronze medal in the 
100 yards at the British Empire and 
Commonwealth Games in Perth the 
following year.

Queenslander Ken Donald was 
another with track pedigree who 
played for the Wallabies while 1956 
Melbourne Olympics 100m finalist 
Hec Hogan played club rugby in 
Brisbane for Brothers.

“Absolutely, every session I’m 
learning. There is so much to take 
in,” Young said.

“There are a whole lot of skills 
and game reads. It’s not just about 
running with the ball.

“My teammates have been very 
patient with me and properly 
explain things.”



Becoming a cog in a team has been 
one the biggest changes for her.

“You are on your own in track. One 
of the biggest differences in the 
transition to rugby is working as a 
team and learning to communicate 
because I do suffer a little from 
social anxiety,” she said.

“The Reds girls don’t force me 
to talk. They just make a joke to 
loosen me up.”

Young made a joke of her own. She 
has no plans to be caught by the 

Fijiana defenders on Saturday.

“I wouldn’t want to be caught in 
any of their big tackles so I’ll have 
to run quicker,” she said.

 The Super W final will be the 
first match of a big double-header 
before the Reds meet the NSW 
Waratahs at 7.35pm in Super 
Rugby Pacific at Queensland 
Country Bank Stadium.



© Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.          COM 0280-0223

$100K WESTPAC 
FOOTY GRANTS

Westpac and QLD Rugby Union  
have come together with $100k in footy grants  

to help local community clubs grow.

Learn More

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES CONTACT qldrugby@westpointautos.com.au  |  (07) 3063 5683

OFFICIAL VEHICLE 
PARTNER

CONTACT US TODAY

https://www.westpac.com.au/help/community/footy-grants/
https://www.westpointautos.com.au/


RINGERSWESTERN.COM

https://www.9news.com.au/brisbane
https://www.ringerswestern.com/


https://reds.rugby/news/sulasiaosi-earns-first-start-creighton-returns-for-good-friday-clash-against-brumbies-202344


https://www.stan.com.au/sport
https://brumbies.rugby/news/neville-to-hit-100-games-as-safeguard-global-act-brumbies-name-settled-side-for-reds-clash-202345


https://www.stan.com.au/sport


THERE FOR YOU wITH EVERY TACKLE

Book online at  
qscan.com.au/bookings

Qscan Radiology Clinics are the leading diagnostic imaging specialists in 
Australia. Qscan offers medical scans and interventional procedures to 
diagnose and manage musculoskeletal and sports related injuries. Official Supplier 

& Partner

YOUR

SPECIALISTS
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Exclusive Special offer to QLD Reds fans!  
Receive 20% OFF site wide!  

Simply enter the code  

QLDRD20  
at checkout  

www.victorshop.com.au
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