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Nick Tooth Education Grant Application Guidelines
About the grant
The Nick Tooth Education Grant provides meaningful education support to players and families who have experienced life‑changing injuries through rugby, honouring Nick’s enduring spirit of energy, friendship and compassion. The value of the grant will be a maximum of $15 000.
The Nick Tooth Education Grant is delivered in partnership with the Nick Tooth Foundation and Hearts in Rugby Union. Grant applications will be assessed by The Tooth Family and administered by Hearts in Rugby Union.
About the Nick Tooth Foundation
The Nick Tooth Foundation was established in 2016 in memory of Nick Tooth, who was tragically taken far too soon in April 2015 whilst representing his beloved hometown club, the Quirindi Lions. Nick was known for playing hard, smiling often, and valuing the camaraderie and belonging that rugby fosters. 
Nick’s positive influence and legacy lived on through the foundation, which has been instrumental in advocating for and funding player welfare initiatives, such as: 
· Improvements to concussion management procedures in rugby union, including the introduction of the Blue Card. The blue card is a visual cue for team support staff and triggers off-field medical processes for players displaying signs and symptoms of concussion and ensures a graduated return to play.
· The NSW Rugby / batyr Get Talkin’ Tour promoting mental health education in regional New South Wales.
· Providing much-needed funds to organisations including batyr, the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service and a grant of $100,000 to the Hunter Medical Research Institute (HMRI) into the research of sports concussion and brain injury.
The Nick Tooth Education Grant will be up to the value of $15 000, it marks the next chapter in preserving Nick’s legacy, opening doors to those permanently injured or their immediate family members to advance their education. eligibility checklist
A person is eligible to apply for the Nick Tooth Education Grant when:
· They are national citizen or permanent resident of Australia
· Are connected to the Hearts in Rugby Union cause as either an eligible beneficiary, a family member i.e. Spouse or dependent of an eligible beneficiary.
· They are seeking funding for an educational purpose.
Applicants aged under 18 years must have the consent of a parent or guardian to apply for the grant.
Eligible items 
Applications for funding may include (but are not limited to):
· Course or tuition fees.
· Study materials and resources.
· Technology and equipment required for course participation and not otherwise supplied by your educational institution (e.g. PPE, stethoscope).
· Assistive technologies to remove barriers to participation in education.
· Expenses related to living away from home in order to access education, e.g. boarding or college fees.
Submitting Your Application
Applications must be made using the Nick Tooth Education Grant Application Form and be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation.
Applications should be submitted via email to the General Manager at info@heartsinrugbyunion.com.au with subject of “Confidential: Application for Nick Tooth Education Grant <Your Name>”, observing any relevant submission deadlines published on the Hearts in Rugby Union website at: https://www.heartsinrugbyunion.com.au/contact-us/application-for-funding 
Review process
Applications will be consolidated by the General Manager and submitted to the Nick Tooth Family for assessment, closing date for applications is May 31, 2026.  Awarding of funding under the Nick Tooth Education Grant is at the discretion of Hearts in Rugby Union 
Applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application in writing from the General Manager – Hearts in Rugby Union by June 30, 2026.


	Things to consider when applying for the Nick Tooth Education Grant

	What are my goals and objectives?
· Define what you want to achieve through education – maybe it is career goals through new or changed employment, skill development, or other social or personal growth. 
· How would I describe my personal circumstances and the impact of my rugby injury on achieving my educational goals, or my family being able to achieve their goals? 

	Do I meet all of the eligibility requirements?
· Review the eligibility checklist to confirm that you meet the criteria.
· If you are aged under 18, ensure a parent or guardian provides their consent.
· If you aren’t sure, reach out to the General Manager – Hearts in Rugby Union for guidance. E-m; info@heartsinrugbyunion.com.au

	Am I applying for the correct grant?
Hearts in Rugby Union administer three (3) grant or funding programs:
· Hearts in Rugby Union Application for Funding 
· Nick Tooth Education Grant
· Uncle Evan Fraser’s Weekend at Sargood

The Nick Tooth Education Grant is first and foremost about educational access and support. If you are seeking a grant for assistive technology to address barriers to access, consider whether the Hearts in Rugby Union Application for Assistance  might be more suitable.  Whilst beneficiaries may only apply to Hearts in Rugby Union for assistance once in each 12-month period, this is unaffected by an application to either the Nick Tooth Education Grant or Uncle Evan Fraser’s Weekend. 

	Have I clarified the purpose of the funding?
· Be specific about how you will use the funds.
· Provide as much detail as possible in your budget breakdown.
· If you have costs that will be recurring, be sure to have a plan on how you will meet these costs after the grant ends, e.g. you may be eligible to defer future tuition costs under the Higher Education Loan Program as either HECS-HELP or FEE-HELP. 

	Do I have the right supporting documentation?
A quotation or invoice to substantiate costs is ideal. You may also choose to include:
· Course acceptance letters.
· Letters of recommendation from employers, teachers or lecturers.
· Letters of support from allied health or medical professionals.
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