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President’s and CEO’s Report
The past year has reinforced what makes rugby in Victoria so
strong. It is its people. Across every club, competition, and program,
the commitment of our volunteers, players, coaches, referees, and
administrators continues to drive the game forward. Their energy
and belief in rugby sustain and grow our community.

In 2025, our focus shifted from stabilisation to momentum. After
navigating a challenging period throughout 2024, we have reset
our footing and are now building with greater purpose. The
decisions made over the past 18 months have strengthened our
financial position and clarified how we operate, allowing us to focus
on delivering meaningful outcomes for the game.

A key priority this year has been reconnecting with and supporting
our clubs and participants. We have worked to ensure competitions
are well-run, environments are inclusive, and opportunities to
participate are accessible at all levels. Encouragingly, we are
seeing renewed engagement and a growing sense of optimism
across the rugby community. This was highlighted by the
completion of both the senior competition review and competition
rules review, which have seen positive outcomes already. Further to
this, the development of the Under-85 competition, reengaging
over 70 new participants to the game, highlights what is possible
when collaboration is fostered across our community.

At a strategic level, we have sharpened our focus on sustainable
growth. This includes identifying new participation opportunities,
strengthening development pathways, and ensuring we are
equipped to adapt to the changing landscape of community sport.
While challenges remain, we are better positioned to respond with
confidence and discipline.
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2025 saw the delivery of the new Rugby Victoria Strategic Plan.
Developed in partnership with our member clubs and key
stakeholders, the Rugby Victoria Strategic Plan will guide the
development of rugby union in Victoria through the golden era, that
sees both the men’s (2027) and women’s (2029) World cups in
Australia. Our financial stability and the delivery of brilliant rugby
experiences for every participant will drive our decision-making. We
understand that it is our rugby community that is best placed to
help deliver our vision of “more Victorians participating, connecting
and contributing to the global game of rugby union.” Engaging,
attracting and building the capacity of our people and our
community will be crucial to achieving this.

The continued progress of the Home of Victorian Rugby at La Trobe
University has allowed us to activate the pitches while we work
towards a solution for the completion of the pavilion. While we are
not there yet, this project represents more than just infrastructure. It
is a long-term investment in the future of rugby in Victoria and will
provide a central hub to support all aspects of the game.

We would like to acknowledge the contribution of our staff and
leadership team, who have embraced change and worked tirelessly
to improve how we operate and deliver our programs. Their
willingness to think differently and stay focused on what matters
most to our participants has been a defining feature of the year.

To our member clubs and union affiliates, VRRA, VSRU, and WRDA,
thank you for the vital role you play. Your ongoing efforts at the
grassroots level are essential to the health and sustainability of
rugby across the state. We also extend our thanks to our fellow
Board members for their continued dedication and stewardship.
The challenges we face are complex, but our shared commitment 
ensures we continue to move forward with purpose. As we look
ahead, our task is clear: to build on this progress, strengthen our
foundations, and create more opportunities for people to connect
with rugby. With the support of our community, we are confident in
what lies ahead.

Yours in Rugby,

Elizabeth Radcliffe 
President, Rugby Victoria               

Aaron Bailey
CEO, Rugby Victoria               
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Rugby Services
Junior Club Competition

Registered Players - 1937

The 2025 junior season saw the introduction
of Get Into Rugby for 4-7 year olds,
replacing the U7's club competition. Single
age grades continued from U8's to U12's
with U14's, U16's and U18's competitions
covering two age grades. U12's, U14's and
U16's also continued to run both A and B
grade competitions in some form with the
U12’s and U16's running an “All in then split” 
set up, and U14’s running A’s and B’s all
season.

The merging of teams continued to allow
for clubs with lower numbers to maintain
teams and for their players to continue to
participate in competitive rugby.
2025 also saw the reintroduction of Girls
Competitions with 4 teams competing
across the U16's and U13's competitions.

2025 Club Competitions

Get Into Rugby
Walla (4-5) | Tri-Time (6-7) – 150 

Pathways / Non-Competitive
U8's – 11 teams
U9's – 7 teams
U10's – 13 teams

Competition
U11's – 6 teams
U12's – 9 teams, U12A (5 teams) & U12B (4 teams)
U13 Girls – 2 teams
U14's – 11 teams, U14A (6 teams) & U14B (5 teams)
U16's – 11 teams, U16A (4 teams), U16B (5 teams), 
           U16 Girls (2 teams)
U18's – 7 teams
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Endeavour Hills U11 12 12 0 0 352 11 59

Wyndham U11 12 8 0 4 224 11 43

Racing Rugby U11 12 7 0 5 179 10 38

Kiwi Hawthorn /
Melbourne /
Maroondah U11

12 4 0 8 -218 5 22

Eltham U11 12 3 0 9 -293 3 15

Box Hill U11 12 2 0 10 -244 6 12

U11 Ladder

U11 Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Endeavour Hills Endeavour Hills Wyndham
PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Harlequins U12 10 8 0 2 248 9 49

Eltham U12 10 7 0 3 164 8 44

Power House U12 10 7 0 3 170 7 43

Brimbank Bucks
U12 10 6 1 3 138 8 42

Casey U12 10 6 0 4 83 10 42

U12A Ladder

U12A Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Harlequins Harlequins Power House
PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Melbourne / Kiwi
Hawthorn / Box Hill /
Maroondah U12

11 6 0 5 -31 7 35

Moorabbin / Racing
U12 11 4 1 6 -26 7 29

Northern /
Shepparton U12 11 1 0 10 -321 4 10

Footscray / Geelong
U12 11 1 0 10 -425 0 9

U12B Ladder

U12B Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Melbourne / Kiwi
Hawthorn / Box Hill /

Maroondah U12

Melbourne / Kiwi
Hawthorn / Box Hill /

Maroondah U12

Northern /
 Shepparton U12

PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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U13 Girls
Along side the introduction of the U16's Youth Girls, Brimbank and
a Barbarians team faced off in the U13's. 

Whist no scores were recorded, each game showed great skills
and promise. Over the course of the season, games were played
in multiple formats to assist in the development of all skills that
our game offers.
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Power House U14 12 10 0 2 251 11 52

Harlequins U14 A 12 10 0 2 154 9 50

Wyndham U14 11 8 0 3 108 8 45

Moorabbin U14 A 12 6 0 6 60 9 33

Endeavour Hills U14 12 3 0 9 -175 6 18

Moorabbin U14 A 12 1 0 11 -198 2 4

U14A Ladder

U14A Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Power House Power House Wyndham
PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Brimbank Bucks U14 10 7 0 3 191 9 44

Harlequins U14 B 10 6 0 4 151 10 42

Northern / Shepparton /
Geelong U14

10 5 0 5 -54 5 31

Melbourne / Box Hill
/ Maroondah U14 10 4 0 6 -96 5 29

Moorabbin / Casey
U14 9 0 0 9 -392 0 10

U14B Ladder

U14B Results
MINOR PREMIERS
Brimbank Bucks Brimbank Bucks Harlequins

PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Melton / Eltham U16 12 11 0 1 297 8 55

Wyndham U16 12 10 0 2 273 10 50

Harlequins U16 12 8 1 3 9 3 39

Brimbank Bucks
U16

12 5 1 6 -15 7 25

U16A Ladder

U16A Results
MINOR PREMIERS
Melton / Eltham Melton / Eltham Wyndham

PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Endeavour Hills U16 11 5 0 6 49 7 32

Northern /
Shepparton U16 11 5 0 6 -60 7 31

Power House U16 11 5 0 6 -26 4 29

Moorabbin U16 Black 11 3 1 7 -102 7 24

Geelong / Footscray /
Box Hill U16 11 2 1 8 -130 6 20

U16B Ladder

U16B Results
MINOR PREMIERS
Endeavour Hills Endeavour Hills Power House

PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Northern /
Shepparton U16G

6 5 1 0 125 5 27

Brimbank Bucks U16 6 0 1 5 -125 4 6

U16 Girls Ladder

U16 Girls Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Northern / Shepparton Brimbank
PREMIERS RUNNERS UP

Northern / Shepparton
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TEAM MP W D L PD BP PTS

Wyndham U18 11 11 0 0 376 8 58

Endeavour Hills U18 10 6 0 4 119 9 42

Brimbank / Melton U18 10 6 0 4 3 8 40

Casey U18 10 5 0 4 -67 8 36

Harlequins U18 10 4 0 6 -79 7 31

Footscray / Geelong
U18 10 2 0 8 -182 9 23

Box Hill U18 10 2 0 8 -142 3 17

U18 Ladder

U18 Results
MINOR PREMIERS

Wyndham Wyndham Endeavour HIlls
PREMIERS RUNNERS UP
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Rugby Services
Senior Club Competition

Registered Players - 2588

2025 Club Competitions

Dewar Shield (9 teams)
Dewar Shield Reserves (9 teams)
Dewar Shield 3  Grade (9 teams)rd

Lindroth Cup Women’s (5 teams)
Lindroth 10s Women’s (did not run)
Championship (5 teams)
Championship Reserves (6 teams)
Conference (6 teams)
Bolton Cup Colts (4 teams)
U85kg (4 teams)
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Senior Club
Competition
Dewar Shield
The 2025 Dewar Shield season
welcomed Kiwi Hawthorn to the
competition. Creating an 18
round season, the extended
Dewar Shield saw each team
play 16 matches. 

Footscray had a fantastic Home
and Away season across all
three grades, only losing a
combined 4 games. However in
the highly competitive top 4, they
weren’t able to continue that
form into the finals only picking
up the one premiership in third
grade, losing to Power House in
the Reserves Grand Final, and
getting knocked out by
Harlequins in the First Grade
semi-final.

After knocking out the minor
premiers in the semi-final,
Harlequins were no match for the
defending champions Power
House, who jumped out of the
blocks quickly in the first half,
and ran away with the Grand
Final winning 45-29 to claim
back-to-back premierships.
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Footscray 1st XV 16 14 0 2 2 597 13 72

Power House 1st XV 16 12 1 3 2 560 14 72

Endeavour Hills 1st XV 16 12 0 4 2 498 15 71

Harlequins 1st XV 16 11 0 5 2 546 15 67

Melbourne Unicorns 1st
XV

16 10 1 5 2 433 13 63

Moorabbin 1st XV 16 5 0 11 2 -464 6 34

Box Hill 1st XV 16 4 1 11 2 -412 7 33

Melbourne University
1st XV

16 1 1 14 2 -811 4 18

Kiwi Hawthorn 1st XV 16 1 0 15 2 -993 5 15

Dewar Shield 1  XV Ladderst

1st XV Results
GRAND FINAL: Power House 45 def Harlequins 29
PAUL GASCOIGNE MEDAL: Josh Green (Power House)
SF1: Footscray 35 def by Harlequins 43
SF2: Power House 23 def Endeavour Hills 14
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Footscray 2nd XV 16 12 3 1 2 418 14 77

Power House 2nd XV 16 12 2 2 2 608 16 76

Melbourne Unicorns
2nd XV

16 11 2 3 2 505 16 72

Harlequins 2nd XV 16 12 0 4 2 567 12 69

Endeavour Hills 2nd XV 16 9 1 6 2 333 12 59

Box Hill 2nd XV 16 4 1 11 2 -445 5 32

Moorabbin 2nd XV 16 2 0 14 2 -603 6 22

Melbourne University
2nd XV

16 2 1 13 2 -867 2 20

Kiwi Hawthorn 2nd XV 16 3 0 13 2 -516 6 18

Dewar Shield Reserves Ladder

Reserves Results
GRAND FINAL: Power House 20 def Footscray 19
SF1: Footscray 32 def Harlequins 26
SF2: Power House 27 def Melbourne Unicorns 23
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Footscray 3rd Grade 15 14 0 1 3 355 10 83

Power House 3rd Grade 14 10 0 4 4 286 12 69

Harlequins 3rd Grade 15 11 0 4 3 132 7 66

Melbourne Unicorns 3rd
Grade

15 9 0 6 3 146 11 59

Endeavour Hills 3rd Grade 14 6 0 8 4 63 11 53

Melbourne University
3rd Grade

14 6 0 8 4 -7 7 46

Kiwi Hawthorn 3rd Grade 14 1 1 12 4 -528 3 17

Moorabbin 3rd Grade 8 1 1 6 1 -103 3 8

Box Hill 3rd Grade 11 1 0 10 2 -344 2 4

Dewar Shield 3rd XV Ladder

3rd XV Results
GRAND FINAL: Footscray 35 def Power House 19
SF1: Footscray 24 def Melbourne Unicorn 22
SF2: Power House 38 def harlequins 30
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Senior Club
Competition
Lindroth Cup
After a successful launch of their
women’s program in 2024 in the
Lindroth 10s, Footscray joined the
Lindroth Cup competition in
2025 creating a five team
competition, with the Unicorns
also joining the Lindroth Cup
merging with Melbourne
University.

In a hotly contested race for the
minor premiership where in their
three meetings they went 1 win
each and a draw, Endeavour
Hills ended up claiming it by 1
bonus point over Power House,
earning their spot directly into
the Grand Final. 

After defeating Footscray in the
Semi, it was another Endeavour
Hills vs Power House match up in
the Grand Final where
Endeavour ran away winning
38-10 for their third premiership
in four years and to deny Power
House back-to-back
premierships.
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Endeavour Hills
Womens 13 11 1 1 2 599 12 67

Power House Womens 13 11 1 1 2 437 11 66

Footscray Womens 13 7 0 6 2 5 3 41

Melbourne University /
Melbourne Unicorns
Womens

13 3 0 10 2 -459 2 21

Western Districts
Womens 12 1 0 11 3 -470 3 20

Lindroth Cup Ladder

Lindroth Cup Results
GRAND FINAL: Endeavour Hills 38 def Power House 10
SF: Power House 32 def Footscray 15
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Senior Club
Competition
Championship
2025 saw the reintroduction of a
“2 Team” second tier of Victorian
Rugby, with the Championship
returning to a 1  Grade and
Reserves competition set up.
Three clubs (Brimbank,
Shepparton and Southern
Districts) participated with a
traditional 1  Grade and
reserves, with two unofficial
merges (Melton/Power House +
Geelong/Footscray) across both
competitions creating two, five
team competitions. 

st

st

Southern Districts ran away with
the Minor Premiership only losing
1 match for the season and
earning direct entry into the
Grand Final, but it was 3  place
Shepparton with the form in
finals, getting over Brimbank in
the Semis before defeating
Southern in the Grand Final 17-13
to become premiers for the third
consecutive year.

rd

The Championship Reserves
were a similar story with
Shepparton winning the Minor
Premiership, but 2  Place
Brimbank with the finals form,
winning the Championship
Reserves Grand Final 31-22 for
the first senior premiership in
club history.

nd
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Southern Districts 1st XV 12 10 1 1 3 157 8 62

Brimbank 1st XV 12 6 1 5 3 75 11 50

Shepparton 1st XV 12 6 0 6 3 -4 9 46

Melton 1st XV 12 5 0 7 3 15 9 41

Geelong 1st XV 12 2 0 10 3 -243 4 20

Championship Ladder

Championship Results
GRAND FINAL: Shepparton 17 def Southern District 13
SF: Shepparton 28 def  Brimbank 24
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Shepparton 2nd XV 12 9 0 3 3 168 9 59

Brimbank 2nd XV 12 8 0 4 3 -10 1 46

Power House
Championship 12 6 0 6 3 44 7 44

Southern Districts
2nd XV 12 5 0 7 3 74 8 40

Geelong 2nd XV 7 2 0 5 2 -119 3 13

Footscray
Championship 5 0 0 5 1 -157 1 3

Championship Reserves Ladder

Championship Results
GRAND FINAL: Brimbank 31 def Shepparton 22
SF: Brimbank 38 def Power House 36
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Senior Club
Competition
Bolton Cup Colts
The Bolton Cup Colts reduced to
four teams with Power House re-
joining and with Melbourne
University withdrawing after
round 5 and Endeavour Hills not
able to enter a team. The ten-
round home/away season saw
Harlequins claiming the minor
premiership for the third year on
the trot, with 3  place Melbourne
Unicorns joining them in the
Grand Final.

rd

Harlequins ended up running
away with the Grand Final,
winning 31-15 and claiming their
second consecutive premiership
after the extra time thriller in
2024. 
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Harlequins Colts 10 9 0 1 1 212 9 51

Footscray Colts 10 6 0 4 1 47 4 35

Melbourne Unicorns
Colts

10 5 0 5 1 20 5 30

Power House Colts 10 2 0 8 1 -167 3 10

Bolton Cup Colts Ladder

Bolton Cup Colts Results
GRAND FINAL: Harlequins 31 def Melbourne Unicorns 15
SF: Melbourne Unicorns 39 def Footscray 26

2025
ANNUAL
REPORT

31



Senior Club
Competition
Conference
The 2025 Conference season
played host to the single team
clubs. Eltham had an excellent
season only being beaten twice
(Monash in Round 1 and Casey
in Round 13) on their way to
winning the premiership, their
first since 2019.
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Eltham 1st XV 15 13 0 2 0 384 11 67

Casey 1st XV 14 9 2 3 1 383 9 53

Bendigo 1st XV 14 7 0 7 1 -125 3 38

Ballarat 1st XV 15 7 0 8 0 -73 9 35

Monash University
1st XV 14 3 1 10 1 -196 3 17

Melbourne Unicorns
Conference 12 1 1 10 0 -373 3 1

Conference Ladder

Conference Results
GRAND FINAL: Eltham 22 def Casey 14
SF1: Eltham 28 def Ballarat 19
SF2: Casey 41 def Bendigo 19
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Senior Club
Competition
Under 85kg
In 2025, Rugby Victoria
introduced a weight restricted
competition off the back of the
success in New Zealand. Four
teams participated in the
inaugural which was played on
a Wednesday night over an
eight week season.

From pre-game weigh 
ins to traditional backs 
playing in the front row, the
inaugural U85kg competition
was a huge success, with Power
House taking out the
Premiership.
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TEAM MP W D L B PD BP PTS

Power House U85kg 6 4 1 1 0 83 4 20

Melbourne
University U85kg 6 3 1 2 0 -24 1 15

Melbourne Unicorns
U85kg 6 2 1 3 0 20 2 13

Monash University
U85kg 6 1 1 4 0 -79 0 6

Under 85kg Ladder

Under 85kg Results
GRAND FINAL: Power House 47 def Melbourne University 0
SF: Melbourne University 14 def Melbourne Unicorns 7
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Senior Club Competition
Cowper Shield
The object of the Club Championship – the Cowper Shield – is
to encourage Clubs to recruit and field as many teams as
possible, to foster the development of junior rugby, to increase
participation numbers at all levels and to improve the standard
of play. 

Club Championship points are awarded based on team
participation and performance and deducted for undisciplined
actions. The award is decided at the end of the home and
away season and is awarded to the Club that has received the
most Club Championship points.

Congratulations to Harlequins Rugby Club who claimed their 9
consecutive Cowper Shield in 2025 ahead of runners up Power
House and third-placed Endeavour Hills.

th
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YEAR CASES

2014 32

No. of incidents

OFFENCE 2022 2023 2024 2025

Striking 7 13 17 17

Dangerous Tackles 24 15 10 182015 23

Acts Contrary to Good
Sportmanship

1 5 0 02016 43

Kicking 2 2 1
2017 30

Stomping 1 1 0
2018 34

Charging 2 0 1
2019 37

MO Dissent / Abuse 6 4 1 3
2020 N/A*

Dangerous Play in Ruck o Maul 1 1
2021 24*

Accumulation of
Yellow Card

3 6 13 19

2022 57

2023 61

2024 60

2025 68

Action Reckless or
Dangerous to Others

3 0 0

Judiciary Report
2025 saw an increase in judiciary cases to 68 this year.
This is a 13% year-on-year increase compared with a participant uplift
of 7%.

Trend Offence Type Comparison 2022 - 2025*

*Reduced or No Competition

*Note that not all offences are captured here
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Judiciary Report
Striking cases and dangerous tackles featured heavily at the
Judiciary this year, targeted intervention was taken with clubs based
on the number and type of infringements received. During the season,
a letter was sent out to clubs warning of increased penalties for
striking offences due to their prevalence. This saw a decrease in
striking offences for the remainder of the season. 

A strong recruitment effort and the introduction of a rostering system
saw Judicial Officer numbers grow and the recruitment of two further
ex-international players to the panel this year. 

Amit Malik and Campbell Thomson were tireless in their efforts as Co-
Chairs of the Judiciary this season – the strength of the Judicial Panel
is a testament to their skill and determination. Additionally, several
panel members appeared very regularly and made invaluable
contributions.  

We would like to thank all members of the Judiciary who conducted
hearings, acted as citing commissioners or investigated matters this
year. As always, they gave generously of their time and expertise.
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Victorian Rugby Referees
Association 2025 Report
Like the broader Victorian rugby community, we reflect on the 2025
season as a year of contrasts.

The 2025 competitions provided valuable opportunities to deliver
high-quality rugby matches, but there were also too many one-sided
contests and forfeits. Off the field, the season was marked by
disruption, with concerns regarding the Rugby Australia Match
Payment platform and delayed payments detracting from the
experience of our members each week.

Despite these challenges, 2025 was also a year of meaningful
collaboration, during which the VRRA experienced the strongest level
of engagement and support from Rugby Victoria and Rugby Australia
in recent memory. That support has been transformational and has
significantly strengthened the VRRA’s ability to prepare for and
operate in 2026.

With the support and guidance of Rugby Victoria and Rugby Australia,
I am pleased to present an overview of the Victorian Rugby Referees
Association’s three-year strategic plan:

The commencement of the VRRA Strategic Plan in 2026 responds
to a significant and growing challenge: the shortage of available
match officials.
Demand for referees continues to grow across junior and senior
competitions, placing increasing pressure on existing officials and
limiting the Association’s capacity to service all fixtures. As
Australia enters the “Golden Decade of Rugby” ahead of major
international events and anticipated growth in participation, the
need to strengthen and expand the referee workforce has never
been more pressing.
The Strategic Plan is built around three key pillars: Right Support,
Right Environment, and Right Training. Together, these priorities
are intended to create a sustainable pathway for the recruitment,
development, and retention of match officials, developers, and
administrators across Victoria.
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Under the Right Support Pillar, the VRRA will focus on encouraging
and educating members of the rugby community to become involved
in officiating and leadership roles. Key initiatives include
implementing proactive onboarding processes, supporting referees
to transition through the “Onboarding to Orange and Green Shirt”
program, and creating stronger mentoring and developer networks.
The Association also aims to foster long-term retention through
greater engagement, reflection, and support mechanisms, including
the use of Match Feedback Reports and Ref Review reporting through
Rugby Xplorer.

The Right Environment Pillar will establish clear development
pathways and opportunities for referees at all stages of their journey.
This includes creating tiered development groups, supporting local,
state, and national exchange opportunities, increasing visibility of
Green Shirt referees on game days, and strengthening collaboration
with clubs through training attendance and education initiatives.

The Right Training Pillar focuses on delivering high-quality education
and development opportunities for all match officials and developers.
Annual education calendars, regular upskilling sessions, external
accreditation courses, and targeted training in areas such as junior
rugby and set-piece management will form the foundation of this
work. A key initiative will be the establishment of a VRRA Academy to
provide advanced training and tailored support for selected
members.

The Strategic Plan also sets measurable performance targets to
ensure accountability and track progress. 
These include:

Achieving 25% annual growth in match official numbers, 
Improving the referee-to-player ratio from 1:57 to 1:40 by the end
of 2027, 
Retaining at least 80% of officials annually, and 
Increasing the number of qualified match official developers
across the Association.

Through this strategic direction, the VRRA is committed to building a
stronger, more sustainable officiating community that will support the
continued growth and success of rugby union in Victoria for years to
come.
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This strategic plan was presented to Victorian Rugby Referees
Association members at our 2025 AGM and was endorsed by the
membership. 

We seek the continued support of the rugby community in delivering
this plan. We look forward to working with Rugby Victoria to support
clubs with the resources and equipment needed to position match
officiating as a genuine pathway for participation in rugby at all
levels. Together with the wider rugby community, we will continue to
promote the importance of match officials and encourage more club
members to take up the whistle.

We share the same commitment and passion as players, coaches,
and spectators, and we look forward to working collaboratively with
all members of the Victorian rugby community in 2026 to continue
strengthening and growing this great game.

Yours in Rugby

David Wall
President VRRA, 2026 
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Patron: Hon. Mr Ted Baillieu AO
President: Mr William Doherty
Hon Sec/Chair: Mr Michael Wilson
Hon Treasurer: Mr John Whitehead
Executive: Mr Steven Griffiths, Mr Malcomb Bradshaw, Mr Aidan Ryan,
Mr Ewoud Botha

VSRU Report: 2025
In 2025, Melbourne experienced its first year without a professional
Rugby team, yet the passion and commitment of the Schools Rugby
community remained unwavering. The highlight of the year was
the British and Irish Lions tour, which captivated local fans with a
midweek clash against the First Nations & Pacifica XV at Marvel
Stadium, followed by a thrilling series-deciding match against the
Wallabies at the MCG. This historic fixture drew a record crowd of
90,307 spectators, underscoring the enduring appeal of Rugby in
Melbourne.

The season commenced strongly with a well-attended Foundation
Referee Course at Melbourne Grammar, attracting nearly 20
participants and reinforcing the importance of officiating in the
game’s growth. Our 1st XV competition featured nine teams at the
start of the season, showcasing the depth of talent across schools.
While Marcellin College unfortunately withdrew mid-season due to
limited senior player numbers, the overall competition reflected
resilience and enthusiasm within the Rugby community.

Victorian Schools’ Rugby Union

2025
ANNUAL
REPORT

44



TEAM MP W D L +/- BP PTS

Brighton Grammar
1st XV 8 7 0 1 237 7 40

Xavier College 1st XV 8 6 0 2 166 7 35

St Kevins 1st XV 8 6 0 2 160 7 35

Haileybury 1st XV 8 5 0 3 102 7 32

Scotch College 1st
XV 8 5 0 3 48 4 29

Geelong Grammar
1st XV 8 3 0 5 13 3 19

Melbourne Grammar
1st XV 8 3 0 5 7 3 19

Marcellin 1st XV U18 * 8 1 0 7 -317 1 9

Trinity Grammar 1st
XV 8 0 0 8 -416 0 4

1st XV Home and Away Ladder 

* Forfeiture throughout the season.

Victorian Schools’
Rugby Union
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The 2025 VSRU Finals program was proudly hosted by Xavier College
on their iconic Roche Oval, providing a fitting stage for one of the most
anticipated events in the school rugby calendar. We extend our
sincere appreciation to the Xavier College Rugby community for their
exceptional efforts in delivering an event that truly showcased the
spirit and quality of school rugby.

The day featured outstanding performances across multiple age
groups and schools, culminating in a thrilling Grand Final between
long-standing rivals Brighton Grammar, the minor premiers, and St
Kevin’s College. This contest proved to be an epic battle, going right
down to the wire and exemplifying the competitive strength of the
VSRU competition.

Adding to the occasion, The Hutchins School from Tasmania once
again joined us for this special celebration, taking on a Barbarian side
comprised of players from Melbourne Grammar and Geelong
Grammar. Their participation reinforced the inclusive and
collaborative nature of the VSRU community, making the Finals
program a truly memorable event.

Finals Results- 1st XV
St Kevins College 19 def. Brighton Grammar 17

Xavier College 18 def. Haileybury College 17
Melbourne Grammar 26 def. Scotch College 12
Trinity Grammar 15 def. Geelong Grammar 13

The Hutchins School 74 def St Patrick College 5
Marcellin College U16 36 def. Xavier College U16 26

Victorian Schools’
Rugby Union

2025
ANNUAL
REPORT

46



Victorian Schools
Rugby Union Schools
Representative
Program
The VSRU was honoured to have
its Patron, The Hon. Ted Baillieu,
present the Premiership Trophy
to St Kevin’s College on this
special occasion. His presence
again added great significance
to an already
memorable day for school
rugby.

We extend our heartfelt thanks
to Philippe McConnell, Teacher
in Charge of Rugby at Xavier
College, and the dedicated
Rugby Parent Support Group for
their outstanding efforts in
hosting an event that truly
celebrated the game. Their
commitment ensured the Finals
were a showcase of excellence
and community spirit.

2025 Australian Schools Rugby Union National
Championships, Sunshine Coast Stadium,
Bokarina, QLD, July 6 - 10
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Victorian Under 18 Schoolboys,
Manager’s Report
The Australian Schools Rugby Union Championships again this year
show-cased the best schoolboy rugby players in the country. In 2025
the tournament was held at the Sunshine Coast Stadium, Bokarina,
Queensland, for the second consecutive year. The games were
played in true rugby spirit – physical but fair, uncompromising but
respectful, fierce on field but friendly off field. Everyone, players, team
management and match officials knew what they were there for and
the commitment to playing the game as it should be played was
consistent. There were fierce contests across the ground in each and
every game. But, there were also friendships formed based on mutual
respect earned on the paddock. Within our own Victorian Under 18
Team the young men involved developed very strong bonds,
established during the preparation program and cemented on tour.

The logistics this year were again challenging for the ASRU organising
committee, with travel distances increased for states and
accommodation costs continually rising. Countless hours of work
went into ensuring that this year’s tournament went ahead and was
successful. Our thanks to all those from the ASRU who made this
year’s Championships possible.
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The eventual Victorian Schools Touring Squad of twenty-three players
were part on an initial trial, held at the Rugby Victoria grounds at La
Trobe University on Sunday March 30. Close to 100 young men
participated and subsequently 65 players were invited to play in Trial
Games at the La Trobe grounds on Wednesday April 23. The trial
process this year was conducted in partnership with Rugby Victoria
and from the trials two (2) Extended Playing Squads were selected,
the VSRU Under 18’s and Rugby Victoria Under 17’s. Both squads had
the same target, with the Rugby Victoria side participating in a Rugby
Australia Under 18’s Tournament at the same time and venue as the
ASRU National Championships. Both the Rugby Victoria and VSRU
squads trained from late April through until their respective
tournaments at the Rugby Victoria facility at La Trobe University. This
was a combination of weekly strength and conditioning in the gym
and field training. 

Training together provided both squads with the opportunity of
regular opposed sessions to assist with fine tuning set piece, attack
and defensive structures. The commitment of the playing group and
coaching staff was incredible during this period. The intensity and
quality of the preparation program was a testimony to the expertise
of the coaching group and the willingness of the players to learn and
come together.

The preparation of the side was relatively uninterrupted in 2025.
Several players carried niggling injuries throughout the preparation
period, and one player was forced to withdraw through injury very
close to the tournament. Fortunately, there was depth in the Extended
Squad, and a very capable player was drafted into the Travelling
Squad. This player movement was managed professionally and
compassionately by the coaching group.

Throughout the preparation program, the coaching staff was able to
facilitate a professional program that focussed heavily on skill
development and a game planthat encouraged the players to spread
the ball and play running rugby as much as possible. The training
period set the foundations for a final squad that bonded closely and
wanted to play for one another.
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The Victorian Schools side played three matches in the National
Championships, losing to the NSW Juniors in Game One, losing to
Queensland II in Game Two and then losing to ACT in Game Three of
the tournament. The Victorian Schools finished in eighth place in 2025,
representing their state with pride and passion and never losing
heart. Injuries whilst on tour did certainly have an effect on the
Travelling Squad. We lost two players with tournament-ending injuries
in our first game, then a third player with a tournament-ending injury
in our second game. 

With only 20 players available for the third game there was a good
deal of disruption to the team make-up. This was evident in the first
half of that final match with cohesion and fluency in play difficult to
maintain. The ACT went out to a 36 – 0 lead by the half time break.
The fighting spirit of this year’s Victorian Schoolboys was on display in
the final half of the tournament which they won 12 – 10, arguably
saving their best half of rugby for the tournament until the end.

In the lead up to the tournament, and during the time away, the
coaching and support staff created an environment that emphasise
hard work, commitment and development. The coaches ensured that
each session had its fair share of fun as well as a strong emphasis on
set piece, ball movement and defensive structures. There is no doubt
that strong bonds developed amongst of the players, coaches and
management staff. These bonds of friendship and respect lead to a
most successful touring event. Each and every player involved in this
year’s program grew as a player and person and this is a direct result
of the approach taken by the coaching group.

This year the composition of the playing groups for the Western
Australian, ACT and Victorian Schoolboy squads was different to
previous years. These states were allowed to select up to five (5)
non-schoolboy Under 18 players. This selection rule was modified this
year to allow the smaller states the opportunity to bolster their
squads in positions where the player depth from school competitions
was not there. This selection policy brought the smaller states to a
parallel position with the NSW Juniors - a side comprising a mix of
schoolboy and Under 18 club players, that has competed at the ASRU
national Championships for several years now. We assume that this
Selection Policy change will be maintained in future years.
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In closing, it is very important to acknowledge the support for this
year’s Victorian Schoolboys Under 18 Squad from the VRSU, in
particular Michael Wilson. Michael provided much needed
administrative support, and his personal support of the coaching and
management staff was very much appreciated. Michael brings years
of sporting administration experience to his role and I am extremely
grateful to him for his availability, advice and calm presence in the
background. 

The financial support of the VSRU again made an incredible
difference in 2025, ensuring that the cost to players and families was
manageable. The Tournament Cost is becoming somewhat
prohibitive I fear for some players – in 2025, even with the financial
support of the VSRU, the cost to players and their families was $2000
to participate. In the lead up to next year’s tournament it would be
appropriate to consider how we can support players and keep costs
as low as possible. 

Finally, I would also like to acknowledge the work and input of Brayden
Peterson from Rugby Victoria. As Pathways Manager Brayden was
heavily involved in the Under 17’s Program and he also supported the
Under 18 VSRU Program throughout the selection process and
preparation program

Tony Hollamby (Team Manager, 2025)

Game One: Monday July 7
NSW Juniors 55 def Victorian
Schoolboys 13 
Tries: S.Aiga, K.Lelei- Lambert;
1 Penalty: N.Jury

Game Two: Tuesday July 8
QLD II 67 def Victorian Schoolboys 12
Tries: T.Nikau-Roderick, L.McLaughlin

Championship Awards: 
Sugarman-McLean Award: Angus Hay
Brian Peace Award: Ian Tunufa’i

Game Three: Thursday July 10z
ACT 46 def Victorian Schoolboys 12
Tries: F.Lauofo, R.Sefo

National Championships Statistics:
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The VSRU extends its sincere gratitude to our President, Mr William
Doherty, who has announced his appointment as Headmaster of
Stonyhurst College in the United Kingdom. We congratulate William
and his wife, Terina, on this exciting new chapter and look forward to
maintaining strong connections through initiatives such as the VSRU
U16 UK Tour. William’s tireless dedication and leadership over the past
five years have been instrumental in advancing school rugby, and we
thank him wholeheartedly for his outstanding contribution. We are
also delighted to welcome Olivia Fogerty as our new VSRU
Competition Administrator, who joined us at the start of the season.
Olivia has already established an excellent rapport with schools and
is committed to strengthening these relationships as we continue to
grow the competition. 

A special acknowledgment goes to the Victorian Rugby Referees
Association (VRRA) for their invaluable support. Attracting and
retaining officials remains a challenge across the sport, and we look
forward to working closely with the VRRA to ensure the continued
success of school rugby. Finally, we wish to recognize the members of
the Victorian Schools’ Rugby Union Executive Committee, along with
the Teachers in Charge of Rugby, for their generous commitment of
time and expertise in supporting the development of the game within
our schools.

Michael Wilson
Chair VSRU

Victoria Schoolboys Under 18
Rugby Squad, 2025
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Club Development Report
2025 marked the first full year of dedicated Club Development
support for Rugby Victoria clubs. Throughout the year, significant
progress was made in strengthening relationships with clubs and
delivering practical support that resulted in many meaningful
outcomes, both large and small.

Club Visits and Relationship Development
A key focus of 2025 was building strong relationships with clubs and
developing a deeper understanding of the challenges they face. More
than 35 club visits were conducted across Victoria, providing valuable
opportunities to engage directly with club leaders and volunteers.
These visits helped identify areas for improvement, better understand
each club’s priorities, and gather feedback on Rugby Victoria’s
current operations and support services.

Club visits remain one of the most effective ways to establish trust
and provide tailored support. I would like to sincerely thank all clubs
that welcomed me to committee meetings, training sessions, and
informal catch-ups over coffee to discuss their successes, challenges,
and aspirations.

Community Club Health Check

In 2025, Rugby Victoria delivered the Community Club Health Check
to affiliated clubs, with 24 clubs completing the assessment. Each
participating club received a tailored Recommendations and Insights
Report, providing practical guidance on how to address identified
areas for improvement. The Health Check also generated valuable
data that highlighted common trends and priorities across the Rugby
Victoria community.

Key Findings from the Health Check

Top Priorities for Clubs
Recruitment and retention of players
Recruitment and retention of volunteers
Commercial partnerships and sponsorship

Governance and Planning
33% of clubs operate without an annual budget
83% of clubs do not have a strategic plan
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Financial Management
67% of clubs use Excel to manage their finances

Player Recruitment and Retention
46% of clubs do not have a player recruitment and retention plan

Volunteer Management
92% of clubs do not have a volunteer recruitment and retention
plan
26% of clubs do not provide any formal support activities for
volunteers

Communication
45% of clubs have an electronic direct mail (eDM) system or
another consistent communication channel

Diversity and Inclusion
45% of clubs have a committee gender composition close to a
40:40:20 split

These findings provide a clear picture of the opportunities that exist to
strengthen club capability across governance, finance, volunteer
management, and strategic planning.

Grants Accessed in 2025
Throughout 2025, Rugby Victoria supported clubs in securing grant
funding for player recruitment and retention initiatives, equipment
purchases, and high-impact training resources.

Key successes included:
Australian Rugby Foundation funding new scrum machines for
Brimbank Rugby Club and Power House Junior Rugby Club.
Change Our Game funding Eltham Rugby Club’s girls’ recruitment
and retention initiatives.
Melbourne Rugby Club, Eltham Rugby Club, Brimbank Rugby Club,
Northern Panthers Rugby Club, Melton Rugby Club, Ballarat Rugby
Club, and Kiwi Hawthorn Rugby Club securing funding through the
Sporting Club Grants Program for uniforms, equipment, volunteer
and official development, and participation initiatives.

Rugby Victoria Website
In 2025, Rugby Victoria launched a dedicated Club Support section on
the Rugby Victoria website. This online resource hub provides clubs
with easy access to tools, templates, and practical resources to
simplify club administration and improve operational efficiency. The
section will continue to expand in line with Rugby Victoria’s strategic
priorities and ongoing feedback from clubs.
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In 2025, Rugby Victoria established several strategic partnerships to
provide clubs with access to trusted suppliers and cost-effective
services through a preferred supplier model.
 
Asahi Beverages – Club Connect

Provides clubs with access to discounted alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages, as well as snacks. All Rugby Victoria clubs
received a gift voucher and can participate in a rebate program
based on their purchases.

 
Victor Sports Medical

Offers discounted medical supplies and equipment, including
strapping tape, first aid kits, stretchers, cervical collars, and
crutches.

 
Reckon Accounting

Provides accounting software to support day-to-day financial
management, available to Rugby Victoria clubs at a heavily
subsidise rate.

Strategic Partnerships
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Recognition of Volunteers and Coaches
To celebrate the outstanding contribution of volunteers and coaches,
Rugby Victoria introduced the Coach and Volunteer of the Month
Awards in 2025. Over the three-month program period, more than 100
nominations were received, highlighting the extraordinary dedication
and impact of individuals across the Rugby Victoria community.

Monthly Award Winners
June

Barry Te Hiko – Volunteer (Endeavour Hills Rugby Club)
July

Jo Tevaga – Volunteer (Northern Panthers Rugby Club)
Jarrod Eberhart – Coach (Moorabbin Rams Rugby Club)

August
Moronae Silaga – Coach (Shepparton Rugby Union Club)
Milanetta Fuimaono – Volunteer (Endeavour Hills Rugby Club)

Annual Award Winners
Volunteer of the Year – Senior Club

Junior Faatoese (Melbourne University Rugby Club)
Volunteer of the Year – Junior Club

Cindy Passmore (Wyndham City Rhinos Rugby Club)

Looking Ahead to 2026
I would like to thank all clubs for their continued commitment to
strengthening both their on-field and off-field operations. The
progress made in 2025 demonstrates the passion and dedication
that exists throughout the Rugby Victoria community. 

I look forward to continuing to work closely with clubs in 2026 to
deliver key initiatives aligned with both the Rugby Victoria Strategic
Plan and the Rugby Australia Strategic Plan.

Sean Walker
Senior Club Development Manager (Victoria and Tasmania)
Rugby Australia
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Game Development Report
It was another big year in development with several new initiatives
conducted as well as supporting clubs and schools the best we can
with the resources we have at our disposal.  The programs we offer
continue to grow and are developed to support growth in our
community. 

In 2025, over 500 school sessions were delivered to 4,500 participants
which was a huge effort from our 2 development officers.  
These programs are important as they provide key opportunities to
showcase rugby to a new audience and then provides the ability to
connect with their local clubs. 
 
The key focus areas for the development team from the newly
completed Rugby Victoria Strategic Plan are:

Attract, develop and retain participants
Engage and build community capabilities 
Deliver brilliant experiences.

These 3 pillars now drive the direction of development and our KPIs
and focus areas. 
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Major Activities and Achievements for 2025

The Get into rugby program kicked off in Victoria this year. The clubs
were split into 4 hubs that rotated each week with clubs getting
chances to host. This was a very successful program and had 150
players aged between 4 and 7 participate across 12 weeks.

The highlight was the mega hub at the end of the year where games
were played, medals were handed out and a big party was had
afterwards. This program will continue to grow and attract young
players to the game and then continue their journey with clubs in the
older age groups. 

In conjunction with Rugby Australia, we initiated the under 85kg men's
rugby pilot program. The aim was to attract new and old players back
to the game in a weight based mid- week competition. This was
conducted preseason and had 4 teams compete. Power House were
the inaugural winners that saw over 120 players registered and of
which 72 were either new or returning to the game after a 2-year
absence.  This competition will grow and 6 teams are already
anticipated for the 2026 season. There are also plans for other states
across the country to adopt this format in the coming year. 

Our junior clubs and players had opportunities for prematch and
halftime activations and games during the Victorian legs of the British
and Lions tour. These were massive occasions and created memories
for hundreds of our junior players during the First Nations/Pasifika and
Wallabies matches. 

We also had an under 10s gala day at Albert Park that had Wallabies
and British and Irish lions' players in attendance, before the test
match. 

We continued to develop our offerings in the All-abilities schools and
conducted programs across 8 schools which culminated in our
second All abilities gala day. The gala day again saw students that
don't normally get to participate in interschool sport participate in
friendly matches against other school and great fun and enjoyment
was had by all. 
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The Gold Blooded tour once again came to Victoria and classic
Wallabies and Wallaroos visited Hampton Park secondary College to
run some clinics for their academy students. They also attended
Bendigo rugby Club, Rugby Victoria junior academy sessions and
launched our first Get Into rugby clinic. Thank you to Rugby Australia
for bringing this awesome experience to Victoria once again. 

This year we added the Leota Cup to our public-school offerings. This
is for newer rugby schools to play 7s and develop before progressing
to the Rebel shield competition. The Leota Cup is named after
Victoria's own Wallaby Rob Leota who went to Thornbury high and has
great pride in his journey. The competition was hosted by Robs former
club Northern panthers and had 7 boys teams compete across 2 age
groups. Next year we will add a girl's section to this competition.
Thank you to the Panthers for hosting and all the teachers who
worked hard to get teams together and compete. 

In its 4  year, the Cattermole Cup 7s for independent schoolgirls was
again a big success and an entertaining day of 7s. Thank you again
to Box Hill for hosting and to Justin Bown who continues to drive
participation in the schoolgirl's programs. 

th

This year we named under 16 and under 18 merit teams after the
competition to reward players who excelled on the day. These were
very well received and the under 16 team then had the opportunity to
participate in the Bendigo 7s event and had a great experience. These
merit teams will continue to grow and so will the playing opportunities
outside of the Cattermole Cup Day. 

Thank you to all the clubs and schools that put-on programs to build
participation numbers and ensure participants have great
experiences. 

Thank you to our development team who work tirelessly to showcase
rugby across the state. Thanks also to our casuals who assisted with
Get Into Rugby and event days. 

We look forward to 2026 and new challenges ahead.
 

Greg Fergus
Rugby Victoria
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2025 saw some great results across our coaching cohort.  We
continued to grow in our coaching ranks and build on our education
and accreditation offerings and uptake. This impacts our players as
they receive an improved coaching experience and learning
environment. 

Coach Registration and Compliance for 2025

There were 398 registered coaches in Victoria which saw a slight
increase from the previous year and we should break the 400
coach’s barrier in 2026.  
Smart Rugby compliance was at 97%, which saw Victoria lead the
country in compliance. We are still short of the 100% compliance
that is required and this is still a work in progress around
educating all coaches and clubs that they must hold a Smart
Rugby accreditation as part of their Health and safety
requirements.  
Our women’s and Pasifika numbers held steady over the year and
will again be a focus for retention and recruitment in 2026. 
We continued to offer courses and professional development
opportunities to all levels of our coaching cohort. The goal is to
continue to implement best practices and keep providing
development opportunities for our coaches. 
The highlight of our coach development offerings for 2025 was
hosting a forum with the coaches of the first ever First Nations and
Pasifika team the night after they played the British and Irish Lions
in Melbourne. The coaches and referees in the room got some
great insights into how to build a culture in a team. 

Coach Education Report
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Pilot Programs and Education Courses 

In 2025 we assisted Rugby Australia in piloting 2 projects. 
The new mentor course will be a great addition to the suite of
education offerings. We conducted a pilot course that is aimed at
giving experienced coaches the tools to assist in developing and
mentor other coaches in their clubs and state. 
We assist in the development of the SLOCOACH project that will
see all clubs have their own coaching platforms that will assist in
development and communication amongst coaches in their
clubs. This will be an amazing resource going forward. 

The new learning system had more online coaching resources and
courses which gives coaches opportunities to learn and upskill. There
were some issues with the system as is common with new rollouts
and Rugby Australia will continue to work with the provider to ensure
our coaches have easy access and a great user experience. 

Rugby Australia continues to support and innovate in the coaching
space and special mention to Rugby Australia’s Head of Community
Coaching Michael Magriplis for his unwavering support and the
mentoring he provides.

We had 3 new coaches gain their World Rugby educators license
which will add to our current group that continues to present and
mentor in our community. 
We also had 8 coaches commence the Emerging coach program in
conjunction with the ACT and attend the Brumbies HQ for a great
weekend with their coaches and professional staff. This program will
continue through 2026.
 
A big thank you to all the clubs that offered their facilities for coaching
and PD courses. We could not conduct all the course we run without
club support
Thanks also to our amazing coaches, who continue to volunteer their
time and energy to provide players at all levels in Victoria with the
skills and tools to develop and enjoy their rugby.

Cheers,
Greg  
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Elite Pathways 2025
Annual Report
2025 marked continued progress in strengthening Rugby Victoria’s
elite pathways, with an expanded program offering across key age
groups and improved alignment to national programs. Programs
provided high-quality development experiences and increased
visibility for Victorian athletes on the national stage, resulting in a
number of milestone selections and progression opportunities for
players across the state. 

The pathway structure continued to evolve throughout 2025, creating
clearer progression opportunities from club and school rugby into
regional programs, state representation, elite academy environments
and national squads. This has not only improved outcomes at the top
end of the pathway but has also broadened the development base
and raised standards across the Victorian playing and coaching
landscape.
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Key Outcomes

Victorian athletes continued to progress onto the national and
professional stage in 2025, highlighting the ongoing growth and
effectiveness of Rugby Victoria’s pathway system.

Key progression outcomes included:
3 players securing Rugby Australia development contracts
1 player selected in the Australia U16 Boys program
1 player selected in the Australia U18 Boys Sevens squad, with an
additional player selected in the wider squad
1 player selected in the wider Australia U18 Girls Sevens squad
4 players selected in Super Rugby U19 squads across the
Brumbies, Reds, Western Force and Waratahs
1 player selected in the Brumbies Next Gen Sevens squad
2 players selected in the Australian Schoolgirls Sevens
Tournament Merit Team
1 Victorian pathway athlete making their professional debut in the
French Top 14 competition

These outcomes reinforce the increasing ability of Victorian pathways
to identify, develop and progress talented athletes into national and
professional environments.

Program Overview
Regional Programs

The introduction and expansion of regional pathway programs
continued to increase the reach of Rugby Victoria’s talent
identification and development system.

The U13 Regional Program was successfully delivered at Northern
Panthers Rugby Club, featuring four boys teams and two girls teams.
The Beek region claimed both the boys and girls titles.

The U15 Regional Program was also hosted at Northern Panthers
Rugby Club, featuring four boys teams, with Beek again emerging as
tournament winners.

These programs provided athletes with their first exposure to
representative rugby environments and created an important entry
point into the Victorian performance pathway.
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Victoria U13 Boys Team
Following regional selection, the Victorian U13 Boys squad completed
a three-week preparation and development block based at Power
House Juniors Rugby Club before competing against ACT in Albury.
The side showed strong competitiveness in a 36–22 loss.

Victoria U15 Boys Team
The Victorian U15 Boys program also completed a preparation block
at Power House Juniors Rugby Club before competing in the NSW Next
Gen Cup in Sydney and a subsequent fixture against ACT in Albury.

Results included:
22–12 loss to Waratahs U14
38–7 loss to Team Waugh
29–28 loss to Team Gavin
33–15 win over ACT

The program provided valuable exposure to interstate competition
and national-level playing standards.

Victoria U16 Boys Super Rugby Team
The Victorian U16 Boys Super Rugby team enjoyed a competitive
campaign against strong interstate opposition, highlighted by a
victory over the ACT Brumbies and competitive periods against
leading sides.

Results included:
24–5 loss to Western Force
69–6 loss to Queensland Reds
31–20 win over ACT Brumbies
79–7 loss to NSW Waratahs

Hamish Ward (halfback) was subsequently selected in the Australia
U16 squad following strong performances throughout the Super
Rugby program.
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Victoria U17 Boys Team
The Victorian U17 Boys team competed in the Australian Schools and
Junior Rugby Union Championships in the U18 division, finishing third
overall following dominant performances against Tasmania and The
Associated Schools (TAS).
Results included:

76–5 win over Tasmania
36–17 loss to NSWJRU B
46–17 win over TAS

VSRU U18 Schoolboys
The Victorian Schoolboys program competed in the Australian
Schools and Junior Rugby Union Championships against strong
national opposition.

Results included:
55–13 loss to NSW Juniors
67–12 loss to Queensland II
46–12 loss to ACTJRU

While results were challenging, the program continued to provide
Victorian athletes exposure to the highest level of schoolboy rugby in
Australia.

Victoria U20 Men
The Victorian U20 program selected players from Colts and senior
club rugby competitions. Preparation included fixtures against East
and West senior representative teams and Victoria Country prior to a
competitive fixture against ACT U20s.

Result:
26–17 loss to ACT

The fixture provided emerging players with valuable exposure in front
of ACT Brumbies staff.
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Victoria Men
The Victorian Men’s program selected players from senior club rugby
and completed a preparation series involving East and West
representative teams, Victoria U20 and Victoria Country.
The team competed strongly across two fixtures against ACT:

34–5 loss to ACT
38–25 loss to ACT

These fixtures continued to provide a valuable platform for Victorian
players to perform in front of professional program staff.

Female Pathway
Despite ongoing challenges surrounding player depth and
competition from other sports, Rugby Victoria continued to invest in
the growth and development of the female pathway throughout 2025.

Victoria Schoolgirls Sevens
Victorian U16 and U18 schoolgirls teams competed at the Australian
Schoolgirls National Sevens Tournament. Despite limited depth across
both age groups, both teams delivered competitive performances
and provided several athletes with the opportunity to perform at
national level.

Importantly, two Victorian players were selected in the U18
tournament Merit Team and one player earned selection in the wider
Australia U18 Girls Sevens squad.

Victoria U15 Girls Team
Preparation commenced through open development sessions held
throughout the club season, assisting with talent identification and
foundational skill development. The team competed at a two-day
tournament in Borambola against NSW opposition.

Results included:
64–0 loss to NSW
62–0 loss to NSW

Low playing numbers and difficulties fielding full squads impacted
competitiveness, however the program provided important
development opportunities for emerging players.
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Victoria U18 Girls Team
The U18 Girls program followed a similar model, with open
development sessions held throughout the season before competing
against ACT Brumbies and NSW opposition in Borambola.

Results included:
21–5 loss to ACT Brumbies      
50–0 loss to NSW
38–7 loss to ACT Brumbies
43–5 loss to NSW

While results were challenging, the program continued to expose
players to representative rugby and strengthen the long-term female
pathway.

Victoria Women
The Victorian Women’s program completed preparation through
open development sessions before competing in two representative
fixtures against ACT.

Results included:
19–14 loss to ACT
60–7 loss to ACT

These fixtures provided talented players with valuable exposure in
front of ACT Brumbies staff and continued to strengthen connections
between Victorian athletes and professional pathways.
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Boys Elite Academy
A new Boys Elite Academy program was launched in 2025, bringing
together the state’s leading U16–U18 athletes for additional high-
performance training and support.

The program focused on:
Strength and conditioning
Skill execution
Tactical awareness
Nutrition education
Performance psychology
High-performance standards and behaviours

The academy contributed to improved individual performances and
stronger competitiveness across Victorian representative teams,
while also laying important foundations for the long-term
development of high-potential athletes.

System Development
The Rugby Victoria pathway system continued to mature throughout
2025 through improved alignment, broader reach and stronger
collaboration across the Victorian rugby landscape.

Key developments included:
Increased alignment with Rugby Australia core skills frameworks
and national selection criteria
Improved collaboration with stakeholders including VSRU, WRDA,
clubs and schools
Expanded regional pathway programs providing greater access to
development opportunities and talent identification
Continued integration between pathway programs to support
clearer progression opportunities for athletes and coaches

These improvements have strengthened the overall pathway
ecosystem and increased consistency across programs.
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Looking Ahead
In 2026, Rugby Victoria will continue to focus on strengthening
pathway clarity, expanding access to development opportunities and
improving sustainability across all programs.

Key priorities include:
Continuing to grow and develop the pathway workforce of
coaches, managers and support staff
Expanding the reach and visibility of pathway programs through
digital and social media platforms
Building stronger commercial partnerships to support program
growth and reduce financial barriers for athletes
Continuing alignment with national programs and selection
standards
Expanding development opportunities at younger age groups to
further strengthen the long-term talent pipeline

Rugby Victoria remains committed to providing Victorian athletes
with clear, credible and aspirational pathways into national and
professional rugby environments.

Braydon Peterson
Head of Elite Pathways
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	U13 Girls
	Along side the introduction of the U16's Youth Girls, Brimbank and a Barbarians team faced off in the U13's.
	Whist no scores were recorded, each game showed great skills and promise. Over the course of the season, games were played in multiple formats to assist in the development of all skills that our game offers.
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	Senior Club Competition Dewar Shield
	The 2025 Dewar Shield season welcomed Kiwi Hawthorn to the competition. Creating an 18 round season, the extended Dewar Shield saw each team play 16 matches.
	Footscray had a fantastic Home and Away season across all three grades, only losing a combined 4 games. However in the highly competitive top 4, they weren’t able to continue that form into the finals only picking up the one premiership in third grade, losing to Power House in the Reserves Grand Final, and getting knocked out by Harlequins in the First Grade semi-final.
	After knocking out the minor premiers in the semi-final, Harlequins were no match for the defending champions Power House, who jumped out of the blocks quickly in the first half, and ran away with the Grand Final winning 45-29 to claim back-to-back premierships.
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	Senior Club Competition Lindroth Cup
	After a successful launch of their women’s program in 2024 in the Lindroth 10s, Footscray joined the Lindroth Cup competition in 2025 creating a five team competition, with the Unicorns also joining the Lindroth Cup merging with Melbourne University.
	In a hotly contested race for the minor premiership where in their three meetings they went 1 win each and a draw, Endeavour Hills ended up claiming it by 1 bonus point over Power House, earning their spot directly into the Grand Final.
	After defeating Footscray in the Semi, it was another Endeavour Hills vs Power House match up in the Grand Final where Endeavour ran away winning 38-10 for their third premiership in four years and to deny Power House back-to-back premierships.
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	Senior Club Competition Championship
	2025 saw the reintroduction of a “2 Team” second tier of Victorian Rugby, with the Championship returning to a 1st Grade and Reserves competition set up. Three clubs (Brimbank, Shepparton and Southern Districts) participated with a traditional 1st Grade and reserves, with two unofficial merges (Melton/Power House + Geelong/Footscray) across both competitions creating two, five team competitions.
	Southern Districts ran away with the Minor Premiership only losing 1 match for the season and earning direct entry into the Grand Final, but it was 3rd place Shepparton with the form in finals, getting over Brimbank in the Semis before defeating Southern in the Grand Final 17-13 to become premiers for the third consecutive year.
	The Championship Reserves were a similar story with Shepparton winning the Minor Premiership, but 2nd Place Brimbank with the finals form, winning the Championship Reserves Grand Final 31-22 for the first senior premiership in club history.
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	Championship Ladder
	Championship Results
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	Championship Reserves Ladder
	Championship Results
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	Senior Club Competition Bolton Cup Colts
	The Bolton Cup Colts reduced to four teams with Power House re-joining and with Melbourne University withdrawing after round 5 and Endeavour Hills not able to enter a team. The ten-round home/away season saw Harlequins claiming the minor premiership for the third year on the trot, with 3rd place Melbourne Unicorns joining them in the Grand Final.
	Harlequins ended up running away with the Grand Final, winning 31-15 and claiming their second consecutive premiership after the extra time thriller in 2024.
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	Senior Club Competition Conference
	The 2025 Conference season played host to the single team clubs. Eltham had an excellent season only being beaten twice (Monash in Round 1 and Casey in Round 13) on their way to winning the premiership, their first since 2019.
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	Senior Club Competition Under 85kg
	In 2025, Rugby Victoria introduced a weight restricted competition off the back of the success in New Zealand. Four teams participated in the inaugural which was played on a Wednesday night over an eight week season.
	From pre-game weigh  ins to traditional backs  playing in the front row, the inaugural U85kg competition was a huge success, with Power House taking out the Premiership.
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	Senior Club Competition Cowper Shield
	The object of the Club Championship – the Cowper Shield – is to encourage Clubs to recruit and field as many teams as possible, to foster the development of junior rugby, to increase participation numbers at all levels and to improve the standard of play.
	Club Championship points are awarded based on team participation and performance and deducted for undisciplined actions. The award is decided at the end of the home and away season and is awarded to the Club that has received the most Club Championship points.
	Congratulations to Harlequins Rugby Club who claimed their 9th consecutive Cowper Shield in 2025 ahead of runners up Power House and third-placed Endeavour Hills.
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	Judiciary Report
	2025 saw an increase in judiciary cases to 68 this year. This is a 13% year-on-year increase compared with a participant uplift of 7%.
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	Offence Type Comparison 2022 - 2025*
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	Victorian Schools Rugby Union Schools Representative Program
	The VSRU was honoured to have its Patron, The Hon. Ted Baillieu, present the Premiership Trophy to St Kevin’s College on this special occasion. His presence again added great significance to an already memorable day for school rugby.
	We extend our heartfelt thanks to Philippe McConnell, Teacher in Charge of Rugby at Xavier College, and the dedicated Rugby Parent Support Group for their outstanding efforts in hosting an event that truly celebrated the game. Their commitment ensured the Finals          were a showcase of excellence and community spirit.
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	In closing, it is very important to acknowledge the support for this year’s Victorian Schoolboys Under 18 Squad from the VRSU, in particular Michael Wilson. Michael provided much needed administrative support, and his personal support of the coaching and management staff was very much appreciated. Michael brings years of sporting administration experience to his role and I am extremely grateful to him for his availability, advice and calm presence in the background.
	The financial support of the VSRU again made an incredible difference in 2025, ensuring that the cost to players and families was manageable. The Tournament Cost is becoming somewhat prohibitive I fear for some players – in 2025, even with the financial support of the VSRU, the cost to players and their families was $2000 to participate. In the lead up to next year’s tournament it would be appropriate to consider how we can support players and keep costs as low as possible.
	Finally, I would also like to acknowledge the work and input of Brayden Peterson from Rugby Victoria. As Pathways Manager Brayden was heavily involved in the Under 17’s Program and he also supported the Under 18 VSRU Program throughout the selection process and preparation program
	Tony Hollamby (Team Manager, 2025)


	National Championships Statistics:
	Game Three: Thursday July 10z ACT 46 def Victorian Schoolboys 12 Tries: F.Lauofo, R.Sefo
	Championship Awards:  Sugarman-McLean Award: Angus Hay Brian Peace Award: Ian Tunufa’i
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	Victor Sports Medical
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	Recognition of Volunteers and Coaches
	To celebrate the outstanding contribution of volunteers and coaches, Rugby Victoria introduced the Coach and Volunteer of the Month Awards in 2025. Over the three-month program period, more than 100 nominations were received, highlighting the extraordinary dedication and impact of individuals across the Rugby Victoria community.

	Monthly Award Winners
	June
	Barry Te Hiko – Volunteer (Endeavour Hills Rugby Club)

	July
	Jo Tevaga – Volunteer (Northern Panthers Rugby Club)
	Jarrod Eberhart – Coach (Moorabbin Rams Rugby Club)

	August
	Moronae Silaga – Coach (Shepparton Rugby Union Club)
	Milanetta Fuimaono – Volunteer (Endeavour Hills Rugby Club)


	Annual Award Winners
	Volunteer of the Year – Senior Club
	Junior Faatoese (Melbourne University Rugby Club)

	Volunteer of the Year – Junior Club
	Cindy Passmore (Wyndham City Rhinos Rugby Club)


	Looking Ahead to 2026
	I would like to thank all clubs for their continued commitment to strengthening both their on-field and off-field operations. The progress made in 2025 demonstrates the passion and dedication that exists throughout the Rugby Victoria community.
	I look forward to continuing to work closely with clubs in 2026 to deliver key initiatives aligned with both the Rugby Victoria Strategic Plan and the Rugby Australia Strategic Plan.
	Sean Walker Senior Club Development Manager (Victoria and Tasmania) Rugby Australia
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	The team competed strongly across two fixtures against ACT:
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