
2016ANNUAL
REPORT

BRUMBIES RUGBY



TABLE 
OF 

CONTENTS

UNIVERSITY OF 
CANBERRA VIKINGS

42

CLUB 
RUGBY49

SUPER RUGBY 2016
RESULTS22

President’s Report ................................................................................................. 1

Chairman’s Report ................................................................................................ 2

2016 ACTRU Award Winners ...........................................................................4

Patrons & Honour Roll ......................................................................................... 6

Office Bearers and Officials .............................................................................. 7

General Manager - Commercial Operations Report .............................. 10

Valedictories ..........................................................................................................13

Team Manager’s Report ....................................................................................15

Super Rugby 2016 Results................................................................................16

University of Canberra Vikings ......................................................................34

General Manager - Community Rugby Report ........................................38

Griffins Report ..................................................................................................... 40

Player Development ...........................................................................................41

ACT Club Rugby 2016 .......................................................................................43

Southern Inland Rugby Union ....................................................................... 46

South Coast Rugby Union ...............................................................................47

2015 Monaro Representative Program .......................................................48

Brumbies Provincial Representative Team .............................................. 50

Brumbies Provincial Tournament Winners - Southern Inland ............51

2016 ACTRU Senior Ladders ..........................................................................52

Rugby Development 2016 ...............................................................................53

Pathways Report .................................................................................................56

ACT School’s Rugby ..........................................................................................58

ACT School Coach Report ............................................................................. 60

Coach Education ..................................................................................................61

Referee’s Departent ...........................................................................................62

Judiciary ................................................................................................................ 64

ACT Veteran’s Rugby ........................................................................................65

Financial Statments 2015-2016 ......................................................................67



11

It is no secret that 2016 has been a challenging year for 
ACT and Southern NSW Rugby Union. The Board has had 
to navigate through some difficult issues, including the 
replacement of our CEO. This was painful, but absolutely 
unavoidable. We were extremely fortunate to have had one 
of Canberra’s favourite sons in Phil Thomson, able to step in 
as Interim CEO to steady the ship. He has done a tremendous 
job to steer us through, thank you Phil.

It is also testament to Phil and our staff and supporters, and 
to our solid culture, built up over a number of years. The 
Brumbies staff have remained focussed throughout, and we 
certainly appreciate their loyalty.

The High Performance Unit, coaching staff and players have 
also been able to concentrate on the team’s performance, 
and produced another successful year. We fell short of our 
goal of winning the Super Competition; however, we were 
the most successful of Australia’s Super Rugby teams, going 
down narrowly the Highlanders in the Quarter Final.

We debuted seven new players with the Brumbies this year 
– Argentine international Tomas Cubelli, Aiden Toua, Jordon 
Jackson-Hope, Robbie Abel, Ben Hyne, Leslie Leulua’iali’i-
Makin and Michael Wells. 

Once again we made a major contribution to the Wallabies 
with 10 players in our squad – Stephen Moore, Scott Fardy, 
Christian Lealiifano; Scott Sio, Sam Carter, David Pocock, 
Tevita Kuridrani, Henry Speight, Allan Alaalatoa and Rory 
Arnold. We also produced two Wallaby debutants – Rory 
Arnold and Allan Alaalatoa whilst Joe Powell was part of the 
Wallabies squad. Once again this demonstrates the value of 
coming through the Brumbies programme. Along with coach 
Stephen Larkham they all played a big part in the resurgence 
of the Wallabies during the European tour.

Five Brumbies players were selected for the Wallaroos Camp; 
Violetta Tupuola, Millie Boyle, Georgia O’Neil, Louise Burrows, 
Casey Dragisic with the veteran Louise Burrows selected for 
the Test series against New Zealand and Sharni Williams and 
Alicia Quirk winning the inaugural 7’s gold medal with the 
Pearls in Rio.

Five Under 18 Brumbies Schoolboys were selected to tour 
Fiji and New Zealand from the 18th September to the 8th 
October; Tom Ross, Lachlan Lonergan, Luke Gersekowski, 
Francis Sokai Tai, Ryan Lonergan and Pat Langtry as Head 
Coach.

The following four players were selected in the Australian 
U20’s Faalelei Sione, Tyrel Lomax, Nick Jooste and Jordan 
Jackson-Hope after outstanding performances in the 
inaugural Super Rugby U20’s competition.

The year also saw our community rocked by the news of 
Christian Lealilifano’s illness. However, it has been wonderful 
to see the way the team, staff and Canberra rugby community 
rallied around him, Luga and their family. Once again a 

testament to the respect he has in the Canberra and wider 
community. We look forward to a speedy recovery and his 
continued contribution to the Brumbies in the future whilst 
also congratulating Christian on being named RUPA Player of 
the Year.   

This year a number of our senior players are moving on. Our 
Co–Captain and Wallabies skipper Stephen Moore has given 
eight wonderful years of service to the Brumbies. He will be 
sadly missed and we wish him and Courteney all the best on 
their return to Queensland. We will also miss David Pocock, 
as he expands his horizons on a sabbatical next year. Matt 
Toomua is also leaving after spending all of his Super Rugby 
years with us. We also wish him the best overseas, along 
with Joe Tomane, Michael Wells, Michael Dowsett, Robbie 
Coleman and Ruan Smith

We have recruited a number of promising players and have 
some exciting younger players who have the opportunity to 
shine in 2017.

Our University of Canberra Vikings did not produce the results 
we were hoping for in the National Rugby Championship this 
year. We will redouble our efforts in 2017 to ensure they live 
up to their true potential; and that, along with the successful 
Griffins program, we continue to provide pathways to elite 
rugby. 

Community rugby had another successful year, thanks again 
to the great work of Craig Leseberg and his team. Once again 
our Premier Division competition produced a wonderful, 
high quality final series, with any of the top four teams in 
contention. Ultimately it was Tuggeranong who held off a 
typically dogged and determined Queanbeyan to steal a 
come from behind victory. 

Bateman’s Bay and Bungendore won our revamped First 
and Second Division competitions respectively; and we had 
another successful Brumbies Provincial Championships over 
the June Long Weekend in Batemans Bay against Southern 
Inland and South Coast, with Southern Inland prevailing.

One of the most pleasing aspects this year has been the 
continuing growth of women’s rugby in our union. Player 
numbers continue to grow, and the quality of our women’s 
competition is improving accordingly: with Royals able to end 
Tuggeranong Vikings unbeaten run in the very entertaining 
final. 

The year has finished on a high as we announced our new 
CEO, Michael Thomson; as well as some new and exciting 
sponsorship relationships. So we look forward with great 
optimism to an enjoyable and successful year for rugby in 
ACT and Southern NSW in 2017.

Bob Brown
President, ACT & Southern NSW Rugby Union

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT
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To say it has been a huge year for rugby in our region is an 
understatement. In my second year as Chair I have been 
greatly impressed by the professionalism, commitment, 
resilience and unity shown by all of the organisations that 
work together to make up rugby in the ACT and Southern 
NSW. The strength of rugby in our region is demonstrated 
through our juniors and schools, premier clubs, NSW regional 
clubs, development pathways and representative honours, 
new participation programs, women’s competitions, 
sevens competitions, sponsors, match day attendance and 
government support, not to mention the performance of our 
professional NRC and Brumbies teams on the national and 
international stage.

It is my belief that the successful full integration of our 
community rugby programs, our high performance Brumbies 
and our commercial operations is what sets us apart from the 
rest and will ensure we continue to deliver one of the best 
rugby programs in the world. It should not go unrecorded 
that this success is driven not only by the official Brumbies 
organisation, but a massive number of committed volunteers 
who year in, year out keep our organisation going. 

It has been a huge year for the Brumbies, a year in which we 
secured our fourth finals appearance in a row and became the 
first Australian side, since the introduction of the Melbourne 
Rebels, to stay undefeated against all of our Australian rivals. 
While we went down in a nail-biter in the quarter finals, we 
truly were deserved Australian Conference Champions and 
for that we can be immensely proud.

Before we charge ahead to an ‘Unbreakable’ 2017 campaign it 
is important that we pause for a moment and reflect on some 
of the outstanding milestones achieved throughout 2016.  
• We attracted one of our biggest crowds at our game 

against the Waratahs earlier in the year through the ‘20 
for 20’ campaign, which saw us donate $20,000 to our 
principle charity partner, DVCS.  

• We increased our sponsorship base and have since 
achieved the highest level of jersey sponsorship of any 
Australian franchise. 

• We had over 9,000 loyal Brumbies members join us for 
the 2016 season.  

• Four of our Brumbies Colts players, Nick Jooste, Tyrel 
Lomax, Jordan Jackson-Hope and Faalelei Sione, were 
selected in the Australian U20s squad to compete in the 
World Rugby U20s Championships in Manchester.

• Two of our Brumbies Women, Sharni Williams and Alicia 
Quirk, took home gold in the Rugby Sevens at the 2016 
Rio Olympics. 

• We saw two of our young players, Rory Arnold and Allan 
Alaalatoa, earn their first Wallabies caps. 

• For the first time, we had a three-way tie for the 
MacDougall Medal Most Outstanding Player, between 
Tuggeranong Vikings lock, Ben Hyne, and Queanbeyan 
Whites’ backrowers OJ Noa and Ryan Jones. 

• Five members of the ACT Brumbies Women’s side were 
named in the Wallaroos squad, including ACT Captain 
Louise Burrows, Millie Boyle, Kasey Dragisic, Georgia 
O’Neill and Violeta Tupuola.

• Schools representative honours – five in Australian school 
boys and two in the Australian Barbarians selection. 

• At the national John Eales Medal awards we were awarded 
Coach of the Year, Team of the Year and Royals stalwart 
Dougal Whitton won the Lifetime Volunteer of the Year 
award, while Uni-Norths Owls man Deon Norval was 
named the Volunteer of the Year.

Although a number of off-field matters were a distraction, 
there were many positives that came from this year, and I am 
confident that the road ahead is bright for the Brumbies. The 
way that the Club has carried itself and maintained its values, 
principles and standards this year, is testament to the people 
that make it up.

While our financial result for the year was extremely 
disappointing, it was impacted significantly by abnormal, one-
off expenditure items that will not be repeated. Elimination 
of these would have delivered an underlying surplus for 
the organisation.  It is not sufficient, however, to rest 
there. Management have already implemented some cost 
restructuring for 2017 and with significant recent success 
in signing of major sponsors, we are on a solid footing for 
the year ahead. In addition, the Board has undertaken a 
detailed examination of all aspects of our operations to look 

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT
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at medium to long term changes that will ensure our long 
term viability. 

Credit must go to our Voting Members who, in November, 
unanimously approved a completely new constitution that 
now has us adopting the highest standard of corporate 
governance for sporting organisations in Australia. This 
provides a solid platform for the organisation to build on in 
the years ahead. 

Our major partners, Aquis, SG Fleet, Land Rover, Allhomes, 
ACT Government and University of Canberra, have been 
critical throughout our 2016 campaign and I cannot thank 
them enough for standing by us and supporting us this year.  

Stephen Larkham, together with his coaching and support 
staff, continue to work tirelessly to make the team the best it 
can be. The professionalism and dedication that they carry is 
something we should all be immensely proud of.  

All the Brumbies Community and Commercial staff who work 
non-stop behind the scenes, should be commended for their 
ongoing commitment to Brumbies Rugby. They are invaluable 
members of this organisation and I can’t thank them enough 
for all that they do.  All our staff, along with our dedicated 
volunteers, produce a rugby program that truly is world-class.  

Congratulations to the players that made up the 2016 
Brumbies squad on what was an immensely successful 
season. To all our departing players – Stephen Moore, Joe 
Tomane, Matt Toomua, Michael Dowsett, Michael Wells, Ruan 
Smith, Albert Anae, Tyrel Lomax and Ita Vaea – thank you for 
serving our Club in the best way possible – I wish you all the 
best in whatever life brings you next and remember, once a 
Brumby always a Brumby.  

The extended Brumbies family, including spouses, partners 
and families, also deserve to be recognised and thanked for 
their ongoing support.  

The announcement of Christian’s leukaemia diagnosis came 
as a huge shock to us all.  I know the significant show of 
support from the rugby fraternity was gratefully received by 
Christian and his family. Our thoughts continue to be with 
him and his family, and we wish him well in his continued 

treatment and look forward to getting him back on deck in 
2017.

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge and thank my fellow Board 
of Directors for their service to the Brumbies throughout 
2016. As volunteers they have given much more than we 
could expect and their unity and commitment throughout 
2016 has been unwavering.  

The Board and management have prepared a solid foundation 
for 2017 which includes:
• Stephen Larkham, 2016 coach of the year at the helm
• A team comprising 12 Wallabies and a number of new 

recruits that I am sure will be vying for Wallaby selection 
in the years ahead

• Welcoming our new CEO, Michael Thomson who will bring 
a wealth of international experience to the organisation

• A solid financial position underpinned by strong support 
from our sponsors, University of Canberra and the ACT 
government

• Best practice corporate governance structures
• Strong support from all of our associations and members.

I would like to finish by thanking all our stakeholders for their 
support throughout 2016.  Although there are still significant 
challenges ahead and we need everyone to get on board 
in 2017 in whatever way they can - be that signing up as 
members, taking up corporate hospitality or volunteering to 
help grow and improve the game of rugby in our region - I am 
confident the year ahead is bright.
We are the Brumbies, and we are ‘Unbreakable’ - I look 
forward to a bigger and better 2017.  

Robert Kennedy
Chairman, ACT & Southern NSW Rugby Union
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2016 BRUMBIES AWARDS
Brett Robinson Players’ Player: Christian Lealiifano

Best Forward: Sam Carter

Best Back: Christian Lealiifano

Stallion of the Year, Supporter’s Choice: Scott Fardy

Shawn MacKay Most Outstanding Young Talent: 
Tom Staniforth

Canberra Milk Community Player: Robbie Abel

Garry Quinlivan Award: Deon Norval

PREMIERSHIP TROPHIES
Premier Division First Grade: Tuggeranong Vikings 
Second Grade: Tuggeranong Vikings 
Premier Division Colts: Tuggeranong Vikings

First Division First Grade: Goulburn Dirty Reds 
First Division Second Grade: Tuggeranong Vikings
Women’s: Canberra Royals
The Turner Cup Club Champions: Tuggeranong Vikings
First Division Club Champions: Hall Bushrangers
South Coast-Monaro Second Division Cup Winners: 
Bungendore Mudchooks 
South Coast-Monaro Second Division Plate 
Winners: Batemans Bay Boars

CLUB RUGBY AWARDS
Macdougall Medal Winner: Ben Hyne (Tuggeranong Vikings), 
OJ Noa (Queanbeyan Whites), Ryan Jones (Queanbeyan 
Whites)
(Premier Division Player of the Year)

ACTRU AWARD WINNERS
2016

First Division Best & Fairest – Michael Nichols 
(Gungahlin)

Ander Trophy for Sportsmanship winner Ben McGee 
(Gungahlin) with his dad, Bredan McGee

ACT & SNSW RU president Bob Brown with 
joint Macdougall Medal winner Ben Hyne 

(Tuggeranong)

Michael Hickey Coach of the Year winner Dan Atkins 
(Gungahlin) & presenter Myrene Hickey



5

RW Smethills Trophy: Jordan Jackson-Hope (Tuggeranong 
Vikings) 
(John I Dent Cup Grand Final Player of the Match)

Anderson Trophy for Sportsmanship: Ben McGee 
(Gungahlin Eagles)

Michael Hickey Memorial Trophy: Dan Atkins (Gungahlin 
Eagles)
(Coach of the Year)

HS Quinn Trophy for Services to Rugby: Jason Smith (Uni-
Norths Owls) 

ACT & SNSW Volunteer of the Year: Deon Norval (Uni-
Norths Owls)

Peter Lawler Trophy: James Morris (ACTRRA)
(Referee of the Year)

First Division Best and Fairest: Michael Nicholas (Gungahlin 
Eagles)

Second Division Best and Fairest: Andy Goslett (Bungendore 
Mudchooks)

Graham Gordon Memorial Trophy: Tyrel Lomax 
(Tuggeranong Vikings) 
(ACT Under 20 Player of the Year)

Bill Priest Trophy: Leighton Bates (Cooma Red Devils)
(Monaro Representative Player of the Year)

Helen Taylor Trophy: Georgia O’Neill (Uni-Norths Owls)
(ACT Women’s Representative Player of the Year)

ACT Women’s Sevens Representative Player of the Year: 
Georgia O’Neill (Uni-Norths Owls)

Gus Vallance Memorial Trophy: Pedro Rolando (Canberra 
Royals)
(Highest Points Scorer)

John Hunter Memorial Trophy: Jamie Kotz (Gungahlin 
Eagles)

Interim CEO Phil Thomson with ACT & SNSW RU 
Volunteer of the Year winner Deon Norval 

(Uni Norths)
ACT & SNSW RU president Bob Brown with joint 

Macdougall Medal winner OJ Noa (Queanbeyan)

Gungahlin’s Dan Atkins and Michael Nichols 
with their respective awards

HS Quinn Trophy for Services to Rugby winner 
Jason ‘Plugga’ Smith (Uni Norths) with Brumbies 

Community Rugby General Manager Craig Leseberg
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PATRONS &
HONOUR ROLL

PATRONS
PATRON IN CHIEF

His Excellency General the Hon Sir Peter 
Cosgrove AK MC (Ret’d)
Governor General

PATRONS
Mr P J Lawler OAM
Mr D B Lewis OAM

HONOUR ROLL 2015/16
AUSTRALIAN WALLABIES
Allan ALAALATOA
Ben ALEXANDER
Rory ARNOLD
Sam CARTER
Scott FARDY
Tevita KURIDRANI
Christian LEALIIFANO
Josh MANN-REA

Stephen MOORE
David POCOCK
Scott SIO
Henry SPEIGHT
Matt TOOMUA
Joe TOMANE

AGRENTINEAN INTERNATIONAL
Tomás CUBELLI

AUSTRALIAN UNDER 20’S
Jordan JACKSON-HOPE
Nick JOOSTE
Tyrel LOMAX
Faalelei SIONE

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS
Luke GERSEKOWSKI
Lachlan LONERGAN
Ryan LONERGAN
Thomas ROSS
Francis SOK-TAI

AUSTRALIAN BARBARIAN 
SCHOOLBOYS
Mac HANSEN
Lachlan OSBOURNE

AUSTRALIAN SEVEN’S: MEN
Lewis HOLLAND
Thomas CUSACK

AUSTRALIAN SEVEN’S: WOMEN
Alicia QUIRK
Sharni WILLIAMS

WALLAROOS
Millie BOYLE
Louise BURROWS
Kasey DRAGISIC
Georgia O’NEILL
Violeta TUPUOLA

2015/16 Australian Wallabies Debutants Rory Arnold, Allan Alaalatoa and Scott Sio
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mr Bob Brown
President

Mr Rob Kennedy
Chairman
Mr Phil Thomson
(Interim) Chief Executive Officer 
Mrs Carmel McGregor
Mr David Adamson 
Mr Peter Callaughan
Mr Angus McKerchar
Mr Scott Fardy
Mr Matt Nobbs
Mr Mark Grieb

BRUMBIES EXECUTIVES
Phil Thomson
Interim Chief Executive Officer 

Mark Grieb
Chief Financial Officer

Simon Chester
General Manager – Commercial 
Operations

Craig Leseberg
General Manager – Community Rugby

Stephen Larkham
Head Coach 

HIGH PERFORMANCE UNIT
Stephen Larkham
Head Coach

Dan McKellar
Forwards Coach

Dan Palmer
Scrum Coach

Peter Ryan
Defensive Coach

Ben Gathercole
Team Manager

Sam Rolfe
Assistant Team Manager

Ben Serpell
Athletic Performance Director

Byron Field
Head Physiotherapist

Dr Steven Freeman
Team Doctor

Dan Fasch
Team Physiotherapist 

Ben Serpell
High Performance Coach

Josh Strahorn
Rehabilitation Coach

Christos Argus
Strength and Conditioning Coach

Trent Hopkinson
Performance Analyst

Robin Duff
RUPA Player Development Manager

David McDonald
Team Chaplain 

COMMERCIAL
Simon Chester
General Manager – Commercial 
Operations

Mark Grieb
Chief Financial Offier

Tyron Kentwell
Assistant Accountant

Lauren Nolan
Partnerships (Sponsorship) Manager

Caroline Teague
Partnerships Coordinator

Clare Dahlstrom
Marketing and Communications Manager

Paul Glover
Media Manager

Kate Van Haalen
Business Development Manager

Bojana Simic
Hospitality and Events Sales

Bill Swain
Game Day Operations

Lucy Hillyard
Events Coordinator

Sarah Anning
Membership and Ticketing Manager

Jack Saunders
Membership and Ticketing Coordinator

Erin Gough
Membership and Ticketing Assistant

Eric van den Hurk
Merchandise Manager

Kate Hough
Graphic Designer

Amy McIlrick
Video Content Coordinator

Bill Yole
Social Media Coordinator/Web Master

COMMUNITY RUGBY
Craig Leseberg
General Manager – Community Rugby

Sam Irwin
Competitions and Rugby Services Manager

Russell Ingram
Pathways Head Coach

Daniel Hooper
Coaching and Development Manager

Mick McTaggart
Community Rugby Manager Southern 
Inland

Damien Tyson
Senior Rugby Development Officer

Ben Norcott
Pathways Strength and Conditioning 
Coordinator 

Zac Elliott
Rugby Services Administrator

Seth Stoltenberg
Rugby Development Officer – Southern Inland

Angus Balmaks
Rugby Development Officer – South Coast/
Monaro

Irene McArthur
Rugby Development Officer – Women’s 
Seven’s

Nick Leah
Academy Manager

OFFICE BEARERS &
OFFICIALS
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CORPORATE SUPPORT
Bradley Allen Love Lawyers
Solicitors

Duesburys Nexia
Auditors

ANZ, Commonwealth Bank, Suncorp, 
Bartercard
Bankers

AFFILIATED BODIES
ACT Junior Rugby Union 
President: Martin Sullivan 
Secretary: Greg Baynham

ACT Schools Rugby Union
President: Pat Langtry
Secretary: Michael Pini

ACT Rugby Referees Association
President: Nye Konig 
Secretary: Rob Boyes

Southern Inland Rugby Union
President: David Adamson
Rugby Manager: Mick McTaggart

South Coast Rugby Union
President: Peter Ryan
Secretary: Paddy Penton 

ACT Veteran’s Rugby 
President: John Hillier 

PREMIER DIVISION CLUBS
EASTS
President: Greg Dennis
Coach: John Ross

Gungahlin
President: Peter Johnson
Coach: Dan Atkins

Queanbeyan
President: Ian Darmody 
Coach: Adam Fahey

Royals
President: Darren Goodwin
Coach: Wayne Southwell

Tuggeranong
President: John McGrath
Coach: Tim Sampson

Uni-Norths
President: Jason Smith
Coach: Daniel Hooper 

Wests
President: David Bensley
Coach: Craig Robberds

MONARO 1ST DIVISION CLUBS
ADFA
President: Kurt Raike

Cooma
President: Jimmy Nicholls

Goulburn
President: Matthew Klem 

Hall
President: Nigel Page

RMC
President: Nick Kelly 

SOUTH COAST MONARO 2ND

DIVISION CLUBS
MONARO 
Boorowa 
President: Justin Fleming 

Bungendore
President: Garry Cook

Crookwell
President: Adam Kennedy 

Harden
President: Ged Davis

Jindabyne
President: Mick Swinney

Taralga
President: Dave Rees

Yass
President: Ken Croaker

SOUTH COAST
Batemans Bay
President: Ken Croaker

Broulee
President: John Edmunds

Milton
President: Abby Dowling

REPRESENTATIVE OFFICIALS
ACT Griffins
Head Coach: Dan Atkins 
Backs Coach: Daniel Hooper
Forwards Coach: Anthony Hayes
Manager: Bob Brady
Physiotherapist: Kate Hattley

ACT 20s
Coaches: Russell Ingram and Marco 
Caputo
Manager: Brett Irwin

ACT Women’s XVs
Coaches: Thomas Beinke and Joe Kolo
Manager: Rene Fleming

ACT 7’s Program
Head Coach: David Grimmond 
Head Manager: Deon Norval

ACT Men’s 7s
Coach: Adam Fahey
Manager: Zac Elliott 

ACT Women’s 7
Coach: Damien Tyson 
Manager: Lou McCabe

ACT Boys u18’s 7’s
Coach: Dan Hawke
Manager: Rob Smethills

ACT Girls u18’s 7s
Coach: Stephen Sergeant
Manager: Angus Balmaks 

BRUMBIES LIFE MEMBERS
Mr Dick Cordy (2015)
Mr Keith Hawke OAM (1983)
Mr Robert Hitchcock OAM (1991)
Mr Geoff Larkham (2015)
Mr Peter Lawler OAM (1983)
Mr Bryan Lenthall OAM (2014)
Mr David Lewis OAM (1987)
Mr Shane Madden (2007)
Mr Peter McCann (2007)
Mr Charles Murphy PSM (1997)
Mr Garry Quinlivan (2006)
Ms Lorna Rowland (2004)
Dr Bob Smethills OAM (1987)
Mr David Stafford OAM (1995)

JUDICIARY
Chairman 
Mr. Michael Somes 

Deputy Chairman 
Mrs. Maria Doogan 

Committee 
Mr. Stuart Pilkinton 
Mr. Ken Cush
Mr. Chris Doogan
Mr. Peter McCann
Mr. Henry Kasprzak
Mr. Chris Lord
Mr. Andrew Gillespie 
Dr. Robert Smethills OAM
Mr. Peter Lawler OAM
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GENERAL  MANAGER 
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

2016 was not with it its challenges. We made significant 
changes to our merchandise, hospitality and membership 
offerings. Whilst some were a success many will revert back 
to the way things were in order to ensure that our fans, 
partners, corporates and customers are at the heart of every 
decision we make.

SPONSORSHIP
2016 saw a solid performance from both a revenue and 
servicing perspective in the Sponsorship portfolio.  Sponsor 
satisfaction is at an all-time high, a sentiment that is strongly 
reflected in the highest brand values ever reported by media 
analytics third party, Nielsen Sports. 

A strong focus was channeled toward ensuring the rights 
committed to our partners were beyond fulfilled, an effort 
which will reap long term rewards through consistently 
improving partner satisfaction, reducing attrition and 
increasing loyalty. An overarching commitment to commercial 
operations saw this achieved.

Key Partners such as Aquis Entertainment, Land Rover, 
SG Fleet & Coca-Cola were retained and renewed at higher 
levels of financial commitment. Whilst exciting new Partners 
were brought into the growing family; Austbrokers Canberra, 
Continental Tyres and Beiersdorf, to name a few.

Whilst it is currently the off-season for the playing group, the 
Sponsorship team is hard at work expanding on the Partner 
network, identifying opportunities and available assets and 
marrying with new and exciting business, renewing contracts 
and planning fresh and inspiring partner integration and 
activations for the 2017 season. All in all, a fortunate time to 
be a part of Brumbies Rugby.

MATCHDAY
The 2016 Match Day at Canberra Stadium ran smoothly 
as a whole with no major incidents. A combination of past 
successful activations and new initiatives were employed with 
varying degrees of spectator involvement and satisfaction. 
Some of our activations were extremely popular, like the half-
time ‘J-Prop’ Karaoke Competition at the Sunwolves game 
with the winning singer getting a roar from the crowd rarely 
seen during the half-time break. 

Other successful and interesting activations, both pre, half-
time and post-match throughout the course of the season 
included the ‘Hart Sport’ Halftime Club Challenge where 
local clubs would compete against one another in a series of 
skills based challenges. National U20’s, Primary 10’s, Viva 7’s, 
Women’s Rugby & local U/18’s competition curtain raisers. 
Two helicopter ball deliveries by Canberra Helicopters on 
the ANZAC day game and Snowy Hydro Care Flight when we 
played the Reds.  

The Australian Federation Guard and Catafalque Party on 
our ANZAC DAY game coupled with the Army Rock band at 
half-time. The Taikoz Drums performing before we played 
the Japanese Sunwolves. Patrons on the field after we played 
the Crusaders and Western Force and the highly successful 
Charity Partner promotion ‘$20,000 for 20,000’ for our season 
charity DVCS when we played the Waratah’s. 

The usual activities in the Eastern and Western gate entry 
precincts included face-painting, merchandise tent, the 
Bartercard Bucking Ball, Landrover display and kids play zone 
with a Brumbies jumping castle and blow-up field proved 
popular with patrons both adults and children alike.  

Whilst the public domain food quality and affordability 
improved significantly in 2016, we still received complaints 
and dis-satisfaction in queue line lengths and outlet service 
at varying stages of the season. These issues need to be 
addressed in 2017 as they have a major bearing and effect on 
patron game-day satisfaction experience and ratings. 

In 2017 we are looking at building on what worked well for us 
this season and match-day initiatives that will include greater 
interaction and appreciation with our fan and membership 
base. A big thanks to all the match day staff, interns, volunteers 
and community organisations who make it possible to deliver 
all the different game-day activations no matter how big or 
small.

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY 
2016 saw the Brumbies take over the sales and management 
of all corporate venues at GIO stadium. This included 
renovating existing spaces, and transforming and creating 
new events to broaden the number of offerings. The new 
venues in 2016 included The Stable presented by Bartercard, 
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The Locker Room game day experience and The Lounge 
supported by Synergy and CSC. 

Each of these offerings were developed to appeal to a wider 
market and provide corporate with greater options for their 
business development and client entertainment needs. The 
Lounge was our most innovative approach to corporate 
hospitality on game day, aimed at facilitating connections 
between Government and the Private sector. In this venue 
guests were invited to hear from a nationally recognised 
guest speaker program during a pre-game function before 
taking their seats to watch the game.

This year, the Brumbies welcomed Austbrokers Canberra as 
the presenting partner of the Directors’ Dinner. This premium, 
sit down function continues to attract businesses looking 
to build their network in the Canberra market. In addition, 
we offered our Corporate Suites and newly branded, Tab 
Rewards Terrace (Open Boxes), with our Corporate Suites 
being one of our most popular options on game day. 

Looking to the 2017 season, the Brumbies have employed a 
full-time sales manager to focus on increasing the return on 
venues that have proven to be popular in previous seasons 
and continue cultivating the support of our corporate 
community. 

MEMBERSHIP
The 2016 season presented itself as a challenging time for the 
membership team, finishing the year with 8719 members, 
and a decrease of 6.07% across all categories. The seating 
reclassification of multiple bays within GIO Stadium was the 
main culprit of decline, but was also a necessary change. 

The main changes saw the promotion of some of the inner-
bowl bays from Silver to Gold, as well as the introduction of a 
new premium category for Platinum category seating which 
proved to be a success. To offset some of the anticipated 
disappointment from change, we decided to lower the price 
of all membership categories for the 2016 season. Moving to 
a new supplier in TPF, we were able to restore some reliability 
to the membership pack fulfilment for 2016. Though not 
entirely without issues, the implementation of the tracking 
system with packs was able to ensure a smoother process, 
leaving members generally more satisfied with delivery.

Senior and Junior registered players were again granted a 
free membership in 2016. In previous years we had simply 
given the memberships to clubs which made them harder 
to track. As to limit the number of free memberships given 
away we put the onus onto player (or parent) to register, with 
detailed instruction, through our own database. This gave us 
the ability to crosscheck memberships for players but also 
saw a decline in numbers for players overall, a process to be 
revised for a more streamlined approach for the 2017 season. 

The part payment plan continued in 2016 with an added 
introduction of the auto-rollover initiative. Members were 
given the chance to opt in to the auto-rollover to make their 
renewal effortless between seasons. The beginning of the 
2017 campaign has already proved a seamless transition of 
auto-rollover members from the previous season. 2016 saw 
the steady increase of members renewing themselves online, 
moving up to 47% of the total membership base. Alternate 
renewal channels (via phone, in person, post mail/ email) are 
still very popular but the growth of auto-renewals will assist in 
reversing that trend moving forward. 

MERCHANDISE
The biggest change for our merchandise programme in 2016 
was the drastic change of our home jersey and the change 
of the logo, which was received with very mixed feelings. A 
positive note on the merchandise range was the variety of 
colours that were available. Besides the traditional navy, 
yellow, and white, the grey and pink/purple merchandise 
items were well received.

The set up at the stadium, with the big walk in shop on the 
west, stayed the same, as it has proven to be successful, 
although tricky to keep stock secure. During the course of 
the season, we changed our operating system of our website, 
and with it, our online shop changed from shopify to a CSC 
build shop based on WooCommerce. The total merchandise 
revenue for the last financial year was just over $514,000.

EVENTS
In 2016, Brumbies Events planned and managed four 
signature events, including the annual Meet the Players Day, 
Season Launch, State of the Union and Brumby Ball.  Starting 
the year, Brumbies Events had a large budget to work with, 
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but as the year progressed, this budget was significantly 
reduced, which meant that previously proposed events, such 
as a Ladies’ Event, had to be cut from the calendar. Regardless 
of the significant reduction in funding, Brumbies Events still 
managed to execute and produce premium events. 

Meet the Players Day was held at Brumbies HQ in early 
February, welcoming hundreds of kids and their families. 
There was a live broadcast by 106.3FM, a soft-serve ice cream 
truck, as well as inflatables. Each local Junior Rugby club 
also had a presence, with the day doubling as junior rugby 
registration. Next year, Brumbies Events plans to amend the 
style of this event slightly, perhaps to a twilight event, or to 
be combined with a Brumbies exhibition match, enabling 
the event to tap into an additional market, not just kids and 
families. 

The Season Launch took place at the Boathouse by the Lake, 
the week prior to the commencement of the Super Rugby 
season. The event welcomed in excess of 100 people, as 
well as the entire 2016 Brumbies squad and coaches. The 
Master of Ceremonies was Rod Kafer, who continues to be 
an invaluable member of the Brumbies family, in particular 
when it comes to events.  

The 2016 State of the Union luncheon was once again held 
at QT Canberra. This venue continues to provide the perfect 
backdrop for the lunch, which is building a reputation within 
Canberra as one of the ‘must attend’ business lunches of the 
year. The event was held in mid-April, and welcomed close to 
600 people. Overall, the event was a huge success, with over 
100 prizes in the silent auction and four excellent live auction 
prizes. For this function, Brumbies Events reached its budget 
of a $75,000 profit. Next year, Brumbies Events will aim to 
improve on this profit by sourcing prizes further in advance 
of the event and, in turn, putting the items online for bidding 
further out from the event.  

This year, the Brumby Ball was also hosted at QT Canberra. 
The venue was picked due to its proximity to the city and 
the price. Whilst this event runs at a direct cost to the 
organisation, it continues to be a valuable component of 
the events calendar for staff and players, sponsors and fans. 
This year, the focus for Brumbies Events was on reducing 
formalities and the amount of time spent on stage at the Ball, 
which was successfully achieved.  

MEDIA
The Brumbies media presence continued to be among best 
in Super Rugby and in the world for any professional Rugby 
franchise in 2016. This continued in 2016 due in large to our 
great relationship with organisations such as our commercial 
partners The Canberra Times (Fairfax) and Super Rugby 
Broadcast holders, Fox Sports. Without a doubt, our players 

are some of the most accommodating in the country with 
media requests, which plays a huge role in the great presence 
we have across local, national and international media outlets.

With some of the world’s biggest names on our roster, we 
are inundated with requests, which we most often meet. 
This plays a major role in ensuring we continue to promote 
stories from within this franchise to our fans both here and 
abroad. In 2015 we experienced a surge in terms of our social 
media presence, and this continued throughout 2016. With 
the hiring of a Social Media Coordinator, a Video Production 
Coordinator and a Graphic Designer in late 2015 – our 
output of content for our website and Social Media channels 
increased and was among the best in not only the competition 
but in professional sport.

We experienced huge growth across our social media 
platforms which includes:
• Facebook Likes increasing from 110,805 to 157,650 

(+46,845)
• Instagram Likes increasing from 25,400 to 52, 200 (+26,800)
• Twitter Followers increasing from 34,675 to 45,357 

(+10,672)
As well as game day updates and team announcements, 
the Brumbies social media presence has given fans 
unprecedented access to the team. We are constantly 
engaging with our fans and rivals through our social media 
channels, which has resulted in constant fan engagement and 
meaningful conversation about the Brumbies.

Our new website was a huge success in 2016. With help 
from partners CSC we were able to create an innovative 
and engaging website with incredible features like in game 
statistics and much more. We produced engaging content such 
as photo albums, video content and news articles throughout 
the year, producing one of the best website in the Super 
Rugby competition. 2016 also saw the launch of our brand 
new Brumbies app. The app allowed Brumbies fans globally 
to easily engage with the team from their smart phones. With 
new content appearing daily and exciting features like the live 
match center our app was a big success with fans and created 
a huge amount of engagement.

In 2016 we introduced a free-to-air television program 
Brumbies TV. The show ran weekly 30-minute programs 
containing news about the Brumbies, its players, Super Rugby 
and beyond, in a bid to engage new fans and members. This 
program ran on Southern Cross 10 on Thursday nights.

Simon Chester
General Manager - Commercial Operations
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Evan BRETT 
(1947-2016)

Evan Brett moved to Canberra in 1974 and had an immediate 
impact within the local rugby community, signing with the 
Norths club. Such was his enthusiasm for the game that 
within three seasons he had resurrected the club’s junior 
program, one of a number of initiatives he brought to Norths 
in over a decade of service. 

Upon his retirement as a player in 1984, Evan was quick 
to move into the administrative side of the game and was 
President of the junior Club for five years. His coaching career 
saw him take control of the ACT U17 and U18 representative 
teams in 1989, after a stint as Assistant Coach, a role he held 
until 2006. 

His influence on the game locally stretched to a spell as 
Norths Reserve Grade Coach in 1997-1998 and a stint with 
Queanbeyan Colts at the turn of the Millennium. Voted on 
as Chair of the ACTJRU Judiciary Committee from 2007 until 
2014, Evan was instrumental in the creation of the Judicial 
manual that is still in use today. 

In 2003, Evan was made a Life Member of the ACT Junior 
Rugby Union, an accolade he held alongside Life Membership 
of Norths Rugby Club, and was a member of the ACTJRU 
Mulherin Trust Committee since 2010.

Much admired by his peers in the ACTJRU and at Norths, Evan 
will be missed by many. 

Luke COTTER 
(1986-2016)

One of the Aquis Brumbies biggest all-time fans, Luke Cotter, 
better known as ‘Wheelie’ Luke, and his carers Staci and Kay 
would travel from their home in Harden by car to all Brumbies 
home games as well as many of their away games, often 
driving all the way to Brisbane to cheer on the boys.

Many of the players would take time after matches to talk 
with Luke who, no matter what the result, would give the boys 
helpful tips for the following weeks, as well as sharing plenty 
of laughs about some ‘not-so-good’ plays from the match.

In July, Staci and Kay surprised Luke for his 30th birthday, by 
taking him to Brumbies training, where he was presented 
by the players with a jersey as a token of their appreciation 
for all of his support. Luke was one of the most passionate 
Brumbies supporters, as well as Wallabies and Broncos.

Luke was able to attend the Wallabies Bledisloe Cup match 
in Sydney the night before his passing. In a post on Facebook 
earlier this year, Staci said that “always thinking of others, 
he had organised for mum to shave his head this week to 
support Brumbies Christian Lealiifano, a mate suffering from 
Leukaemia.”

‘Wheelie’ Luke passed away in late August 2016 and will be 
dearly missed by all associated with the Brumbies. 

Michael CRAFT 
(1942-2016)

Michael Craft was a former ACT Rugby Union Representative 
player who was selected for the State Team in four separate 
seasons, playing for the ACT in 1964, 1965, 1966 and 1967. 
That was the pinnacle of an incredible club career that was 
notable for its longevity.

Michael played locally for five clubs, Ainslie, for whom he 
racked up an astonishing 232 matches, Daramalan and Norths 
in First Grade, before playing lower grade rugby at Western 
Districts with his two sons and finishing with Uni-Norths.

Such was the length of his club career that he played his last 
competition game at the age of 60 years, playing fullback at 
Viking Park for Uni-Norths 5th grade against a Tongan touring 
team in the Monaro competition. 

Outside of his club rugby commitments, Michael was one 
of the founders, and an inaugural player, of the ACT Police 
Rugby Club doubling up as a convenor for the team at the 
same time. 

A man who loved his rugby, both playing and watching, 
Michael’s loss is a true detriment to the local rugby community.

VALEDICTORIES 

‘Wheelie’ Luke celebrating his 30th birthday 
with Jarrad Butler and Christian Lealiifano at 
Brumbies HQ
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The High Performance Unit (HPU) 
returned in 2016 with minimal changes 
to key positions, with the exception 
of Ben Serpell and Stephen Freeman. 
Serpell made the move from the 
Rehabilitation Team to head up the 
Athletic Performance Department and 
Freeman joined us as Team Doctor. 

With ten Brumbies abroad for the 
Wallabies Spring Tour, pre-season 
training provided an opportunity to 
draw from our community of solid 
young club players. The pre-season 
dynamic was special, with the influx of 
club players mixed with well-seasoned 
Brumbies, clearly learning from their 
wealth of experience both on and off 
the field. Pre-season training set the 
tone for our 2016 campaign.

In 2016, changes were put in place for 
the continued growth and evolution of 
Super Rugby. Three new teams were 
welcomed to the competition, along 
with an all-new conference structure 
expanding to four Conferences. These 
deviations delivered a highly passionate 
Super Rugby season, driving Super 
Rugby into an exciting new era. A new 

competition point structure was also 
introduced, with an innovative bonus 
point system and changes to penalty 
options after the hooter has sounded.  
The four-try bonus point rule no longer 
applied, instead, teams could gain a 
bonus point by scoring three or more 
tries than their opponents. 

The year had a lot of positives; with a win/
loss ratio of ten to five and never once 
losing a game against a rival Australian 
team – the Brumbies cemented 
themselves as a force to be reckoned 
with.  It was these unwavering victories 
against teams in our own Conference 
that propelled the Brumbies to finish on 
top in the Australian Conference. This 
achievement saw us sitting comfortably 
in fourth position as we embarked into 
the quarter-finals mission. From no lack 
of heart or determination, unfortunately 
the Brumbies fell in a gritty battle 
against the Highlanders at home. 

Mentionable milestones along our 2016 
journey included; our first ever win in 
Bloemfontein against the Cheetahs 
and a victory in Sydney to our rivals, 
the Waratahs, after 11 long years. In 

Mauritius, the Brumbies squad charged 
to the final undefeated in the World 
Cup 10’s Tournament, falling at the last 
hurdle to finish as runners-ups.

A handful of pivotal players celebrated 
individual achievements in 2016. Team 
Captain, Stephen Moore was crowned 
most capped Australian Super Rugby 
player, passing previous title Nathan 
Sharpe, with an impressive total of 163 
caps. Moore racked up his record total in 
the last game of the season against the 
Force. In addition, congratulations must 
be given to Allan Alaalatoa and Rory 
Arnold on their debut for the Australian 
Wallabies, an accomplishment that all 
professional players strive for. 

To all sponsors, staff and supporters - 
thank you for another great season and 
for continuing to run with us. We look 
forward to 2017, a new year and season 
that we hope will be filled with many 
more milestones both on and off the 
field. 

Sam Rolfe, 
(Interim) Team Manager



16

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

17 DEF BY 21

MCDONALDS PARK, WAGGA WAGGA 6 FEBRUARY REFEREE: WILL HOUSTON

TRIAL MATCH WAGGA

The Aquis Brumbies return to Wagga Wagga ended in a tight loss, with a last minute try gifting the NSW Waratahs a 
21-17 victory in front of 7,237 people at McDonalds Park in the first trial of the season.

The Brumbies led for almost the entire match, before giving up a lead to a late Bryce Hegarty try. The Brumbies managed three 
tries through Josh Mann-Rea, Allan Alaalatoa and Michael Wells, whilst Sam Carter was a standout performer for the side.

Following the match, McDonalds Park was flooded with fans from both sides, who were able to get photos and autographs 
from their favourite players for close to an hour.

Aquis Brumbies

1. Alaalatoa, 2. Mann-Rea, 3. Alexander, 4. Staniforth, 5. Carter, 6. Smiler, 7. Butler, 8. Vaea, 9. Cubelli, 10. Toomua, 
11. Ah Wong, 12. Jackson-Hope, 13. A. Smith, 14. Taliauli, 15. Toua, 16. Abel, 17. Anae, 18. Leulua’iaili’i- Makin, 19. Enever, 
20. Tomane, 21. Dowsett, 22. Jooste, 23. Dargaville, 24. R. Smith, 25. Arnold, 26. Hyne, 27. Wells, 28. Powell, 29. Thompson, 
30. Rakic, 31. Kuridrani

BRUMBIES GO DOWN TO WARATAHS IN TRIAL MATCH 
THRILLER IN WAGGA
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17 DEF 21

TRIAL MATCH BRISBANE

BALLYMORE, BRISBANE 12 FEBRUARY REFEREE: NOT RECORDED

The Aquis Brumbies ran out comfortable victors in Brisbane, defeating the Queensland Reds 31-18 at Ballymore in 
their second and final trial match of 2016.

The Brumbies almost led from start to finish, dominating the game with their expansive brand of rugby and aggression at the 
breakdown.

Joe Tomane was the Brumbies best, the Wallabies winger looked threatening every time he touched the ball on the left hand 
side. Tomane created a number of linebreaks for the team and his defence was rock solid, making a plethora of key tackles 
throughout the night.

Ita Vaea was another key player for the Brumbies. The bustling No.8 was dominant in the first half, bulldozing his way through 
Queensland defenders at will and putting his side on the front foot.

Aquis Brumbies

1. Alaalatoa, 2. Mann-Rea, 3. Alexander, 4. Staniforth, 5. Carter, 6. Smiler, 7. Butler, 8. Vaea, 9. Cubelli, 10. Toomua, 11. 
Ah Wong, 12. Jackson-Hope, 13. A. Smith, 14. Taliauli, 15. Toua, 16. Abel, 17. Anae, 18. Leulua’iaili’i- Makin, 19. Enever, 20. 
Tomane, 21. Dowsett, 22. Jooste, 23. Dargaville, 24. R. Smith, 25. Arnold, 26. Hyne, 27. Wells, 28. Powell, 29. Thompson, 30. 
Rakic, 31. Kuridrani

BRUMBIES TAKE DOWN REDS AT BALLYMORE
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52 DEF 10

ROUND 1

The Aquis Brumbies put the rest of the Super Rugby competition on notice, comprehensively defeating the Hurricanes 
52-10 at GIO Stadium.

The home side started the opening game of the season slowly, going behind 3-0 following a penalty goal to Beauden Barrett, 
but after nine minutes the home side kicked into a higher gear and never looked back, their new attacking brand of rugby 
shining throughout the encounter, resulting in seven tries.

Brumbies Co-Captain Stephen Moore marked his 150th Super Rugby match with a stellar performance, scoring a try and 
carrying well all night. Moore’s work on defence was immense also. He was dominant across the park and a deserving winner 
of Man of the Match.

The win was the Brumbies biggest ever over the Hurricanes, who would go on to claim the Super Rugby title.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 52 (T: Kuridrani, Cubelli, Pocock, Fardy, Moore, Mann-Rea, Carter. C: Lealiifano (6), P: Lealiifano) def 
HURRICANES 10 (T: Laumape. C: Barrett, P: Barrett).

1. Allan Alaalatoa
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Ita Vaea

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Henry Speight
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Scott Sio
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Jordan Smiler

20. Jarrad Butler
21. Michael Dowsett
22. Andrew Smith
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

26 FEBRUARY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 13,467 REFEREE: ANDREW LEES

BRUMBIES START SEASON IN STYLE
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4 MARCH

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 20,142 REFEREE: MARIUS VAN DER WESTHUIZEN

32 DEF 15

ROUND 2

A strong home crowd of 20,142 watched on as the Aquis Brumbies ended their losing streak against the NSW Waratahs 
with an intense 32-15 win at GIO Stadium in the second round of the 2016 Super Rugby season.

The long-awaited win over the ‘Tahs was the Brumbies’ first in the last five meetings between the two competitive sides.

The home side pulled off some aggressive scrums and dazzling footwork that earned the team a total of four tries, while 
Christian Lealiifano finished with two conversions and two penalty goals to add to his try for a tally of 15 points. Matt Toomua 
also kicked a conversion.

Canberrans and travelling Waratahs fans did their part to help the celebrations by beating the Brumbies goal of 20,000 fans 
meaning the club was able to donate $20,000 to the Domestic Violence Crisis Service.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 32 (T: Lealiifano, Toomua, Ah Wong, Penalty Try, C: Lealiifano (2), Tomua, P: Lealiifano (3)) def NSW 
WARATAHS 15 (T: Folau, Phipps. C: Beale, P: Beale)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Blake Enever
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Ita Vaea

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Henry Speight
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Jordan Smiler

20. Jarrad Butler
21. Michael Dowsett
22. Andrew Smith
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES TOO GOOD FOR TAHS
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11 MARCH

NIB STADIUM, PERTH CROWD: 10,994 REFEREE: ANDREW LEES

14 DEF BY 31

ROUND 3

The Aquis Brumbies continued their perfect start to the season, defeating the Western Force 31-14 at nib Stadium in 
Perth.

The Brumbies crossed for four tries and defended well throughout the match, outclassing their opponents for the duration of 
the game and thoroughly deserving the victory.

Christian Lealiifano was the star for the Brumbies, creating plenty of opportunities with his attacking style and pace around the 
fringes to go with his perfect five from five night with the boot.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 31 (T: Moore, Toomua, Tomane, Mann-Rea. C: Lealiifano (4), P: Lealiifano) def FORCE 14 (T: Morahan, Tapuai, 
C: Grant, Lance)

1. Allan Alaalatoa
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Ita Vaea

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Henry Speight
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Scott Sio
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Jordan Smiler

20. Jarrad Butler
21. Michael Dowsett
22. Andrew Smith
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES DOWN FORCE IN PERTH
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19 MARCH

DHL NEWLANDS, CAPE TOWN CROWD: 29,037 REFEREE: JACO PEYPER

31 DEF BY 11

ROUND 4

The Aquis Brumbies lost their first game of 2016, falling to a dominant Stormers side 31-11 in Cape Town. It was the 
Brumbies first loss of 2016 after opening the season with three consecutive wins in Australia.

The home side proved too good for the Brumbies for whom winger Henry Speight crossed for their only try of the encounter. 

In a fiery match, Brumbies hooker Josh Mann-Rea was given a red card for punching, while there were a number of close 
encounters between players that almost resulted in other cards.

STORMERS 31 (T: Kolisi, Leyds, Koch, C: Coleman, du Plessis, P: Coleman (4)) bt AQUIS BRUMBIES 11 (T: Speight, P: Lealiifano 
(2))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Jordan Smiler
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Henry Speight
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Michael Wells 
21. Michael Dowsett
22. Robbie Coleman
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES WINNING STREAK ENDS IN CAPE TOWN
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18 DEF BY 25

ROUND 5

FREE STATE STADIUM, SOUTH AFRICA CROWD: 5,454 REFEREE: GLEN JACKSON

26 MARCH

The Aquis Brumbies completed their three-week road trip with a hard fought 25-18 victory over the Cheetahs in 
Bloemfontein.

It was the first time the Brumbies have won in Bloemfontein since 2009, and the first victory there that Head Coach Stephen 
Larkham had ever been a part of in his 21 years of professional Rugby as either a player or coach.

Matt Toomua, Sam Carter and David Pocock were among the stars for the Brumbies, while Ita Vaea marked his return from 
injury with a strong performance crossing for one of the Brumbies two scores.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 25 (T: Vaea, Toua, Alexander, C: Lealiifano, Tomua, P: Lealiifano (2)) def CHEETAHS 18 (T: Cassiem, Petersen, 
C: Marais, P: Marais (2))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Robbie Coleman
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Joe Tomane
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ruan Smith
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Jordan Smiler
21. Michael Dowsett
22. James Dargaville
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES FINISH SOUTH AFRICA TRIP WITH VICTORY 
OVER CHEETAHS
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23 DEF BY 48

ROUND 6

2 APRIL

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 12,896 REFEREE: ANGUS GARDNER

The Aquis Brumbies were defeated 48-23 by the top-of-the-table Chiefs at GIO Stadium.

The Chiefs ran in five tries to two in a 25-point win. A last minute try from Damian McKenzie guaranteed a bonus point win for 
the visitors, and meant the Brumbies headed into their first bye of 2016 with four wins and two losses from the opening six 
rounds.

The Brumbies started well in front of 12,896 people at GIO Stadium, but the Kiwi side proved too strong in the end, showing 
just why they led the pack.

CHIEFS 48 (T: Pulu, Lowe (2), Sanders, Weber, C: McKenzie (2), P: McKenzie (4)) bt AQUIS BRUMBIES 23 (T: Sio, Fardy. C: 
Lealiifano (2), P: Lealiifano (3))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Ita Vaea

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Robbie Coleman
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Joe Tomane
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Jordan Smiler
21. Joe Powell
22. James Dargaville
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES FALL TO CHIEFS IN CANBERRA
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20 DEF BY 26

ROUND 8

ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY CROWD: 25,319 REFEREE: NICK BRIANT

16 APRIL

The Aquis Brumbies broke a fourteen-year drought at Allianz Stadium thanks to a stellar 26-20 triumph over the NSW 
Waratahs.

Joe Tomane became the first ever Brumbies player to score a hat-trick against the Waratahs in the historic win, which increased 
the side’s lead on top of the Australian Super Rugby conference.

Following the match, Brumbies Head Coach Stephen Larkham singled out the work of his reserves who took to the field, in 
particular youngsters Tom Staniforth and Michael Wells, who came up with some crucial plays in defence late in the match.

It was the second time the Brumbies had beaten their arch-rivals in 2016, having beaten the Tahs 32-15 in their Round Two 
clash at GIO Stadium.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 26 (T: Tomane (3), Moore, C: Lealiifano (3)) def NSW WARATAHS 20 (T: Robinson, Folau, C: Foley (2), P: Foley 
(2))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. Jarrad Butler
8. Jordan Smiler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Robbie Coleman
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Michael Wells
21. Joe Powell*
22. James Dargaville*
23. Nigel Ah Wong*

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES BREAK 14-YEAR DROUGHT WITH 26-20 WIN 
OVER WARATAHS

*Did not take part in the match
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14 DEF BY 40

ROUND 9

24 APRIL

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 16,418 REFEREE: JACO PEYPER

The Aquis Brumbies went down 40-14 to the Crusaders in their Round 9 Super Rugby clash at GIO Stadium.

In front of 16,418 fans, who turned out for the Brumbies annual ANZAC fixture, the home side was made to pay by a Crusaders 
team that pounced on any loose chances.

Joe Tomane was the standout for the Brumbies before he unfortunately left the field with a knee injury.

The 26-point defeat was the ACT club’s biggest-ever at GIO Stadium, surpassing by one point their previous worst loss to the 
Chiefs in 2016.

CRUSADERS 40 (T: Taylor (2), Nadolo, Macilai, Dagg, McKenzie, C: Mo’unga (3), McKenzie (2)) bt AQUIS BRUMBIES 14 (T: 
Coleman, Tomane, C: Lealiifano (2))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. Jarrad Butler
8. Jordan Smiler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Joe Tomane
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Robbie Coleman
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Michael Wells
21. Michael Dowsett
22. James Dargaville
23. Nigel Ah Wong

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES SUFFER 40-14 LOSS TO CRUSADERS AT 
HOME
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23 DEF 10

ROUND 10

30 APRIL

RUGBY PARK STADIUM, NEW ZEALAND CROWD: NOT RECORDED REFEREE: NICK BRIANT

The Aquis Brumbies fell 23-10 to the Highlanders in wet and cold conditions in Invercargill, suffering their first back-
to-back losses for the 2016 season.

The Highlanders came into the clash having lost seven of their last eight matches against the Brumbies, as well as also 
sufferingthe agony of losing their last two games by a single point.

The win was attributed to solid defence from the home side, coupled with a number of missed opportunities for the Brumbies. 
The Highlanders were forced to make 160 tackles compared to the Brumbies’ 37, while missing just ten compared to twelve 
from the visitors.

HIGHLANDERS 23 (T: Sopoaga, Smith. C: Sopoaga (2), P: Sopoaga (3)) bt AQUIS BRUMBIES 10 (T: Josh Mann-Rea, C: Lealiifano. 
P: Lealiifano)

1. Allan Alaalatoa
2. Josh Mann-Rea
3. Ruan Smith
4. Tom Staniforth
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Robbie Coleman
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Robbie Abel
17. Scott Sio
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Lausii Taliauli

20. Rory Arnold
21. Jordan Smiler
22. Joe Powell
23. James Dargaville

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES SUFFER 23-10 LOSS TO HIGHLANDERS IN 
INVERCARGILL
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23 DEF 6

ROUND 11

6 MAY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 10,024 REFEREE: BEN O’KEEFFE

The Aquis Brumbies defeated the Bulls 23-6 at GIO Stadium in a tough encounter, to move back to the top of the 
Australian Super Rugby conference.

A defensive line that did not allow any tries, coupled with scores from Nigel Ah Wong and Tomás Cubelli, as well as the accurate 
boot of Christian Lealiifano, were enough for the home side to earn a 17-point victory.

The Brumbies were dominant against the visitors, enjoying 64 per cent of possession during the game and consistently 
preventing the Bulls from entering their defensive 22.

10,024 supporters saw the Brumbies score two tries in their specially designed Ladies Round jerseys. Following the match 
Canberra Milk donated $20,000 to the Domestic Violence Crisis Service (DVCS) ACT, after running the #GoFor5 campaign all 
week.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 23 (T: Ah Wong, Cubelli. C: Lealiifano (2), P: Lealiifano (3)) def BULLS 6 (P: Brummer (2))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. James Dargaville
12. Robbie Coleman
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ruan Smith
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Blake Enever
21. Jordan Smiler
22. Joe Powell
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES GRAB BULLS BY THE HORNS AND 
WRESTLE TO VICTORY
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13 MAY

AAMI PARK, MELBOURNE CROWD: 12,273 REFEREE: ROHAN HOFFMAN

22 DEF BY 30

ROUND 12

The Aquis Brumbies jumped four points clear atop the Australian Super Rugby conference following a hard-fought 30-
22 win over the Melbourne Rebels at AAMI Park in Melbourne.

Brumbies replacements almost stole the show with impressive performances in the second half, led by Ruan Smith and 20-
year old debutant Jordan Jackson-Hope, who set up the match-sealing try with his first touch in Super Rugby.

Both teams were up for it from the start, but endless penalties turned this match into a stop-start encounter. That, however, 
didn’t prevent the teams from scoring a combined eight tries as the momentum swung back and forth, and back again.

The success put the Brumbies four points ahead of the NSW Waratahs on top of the Australian Conference heading into a bye 
week.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 30 (T: Pocock, Arnold, Lealiifano, Fardy, Ah Wong, C: Lealiifano. P: Lealiifano) def REBELS 22 (T: Crawford, 
Hodge, Naivalu, Cs: Jack Debreczeni (2), P: Debreczeni)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. James Dargaville
12. Robbie Coleman
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ruan Smith
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Blake Enever
21. Jordan Smiler
22. Joe Powell
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES DOWN REBELS 30-22
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28 MAY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 10,479 REFEREE: JACO VAN HEERDEN

66 DEF 5

ROUND 14

The Aquis Brumbies went back to the top of the Australian Conference following a 61-point win over the Sunwolves 
and secured a vital bonus point in the process at GIO Stadium.

10,479 supporters braved the cold and witnessed the Brumbies score 10 tries to one in the first ever clash between the 
Brumbies and their visitors from Japan.

A small but passionate Japanese contingent attended the clash but it was the locals that had the most to cheer about in the 
Brumbies largest win of the season.

Nigel Ah Wong and Aidan Toua were the stars for the Brumbies, putting on a scintillating attacking performance for spectators 
and fans. Stephen Moore helped himself to a brace of tries as the Brumbies ran riot.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 66 (T: Fardy, Moore (2), Dowsett, Ah Wong (2), Toua, Jackson-Hope, Dargaville, Taliauli, C: Lealiifano (8)) def  
SUNWOLVES 5 (T: Yamada)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ruan Smith
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Michael Dowsett
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Robbie Coleman
12. James Dargaville
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Jordan Smiler
21. Joe Powell
22. Jordan Jackson-Hope
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES RETURN TO TOP OF CONFERENCE WITH 
66-5 WIN OVER SUNWOLVES
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43 DEF 24

ROUND 15

1 JULY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 9,830 REFEREE: NICK BRIANT

Standout performances from the Aquis Brumbies co-captains Stephen Moore and Christian Lealiifano helped the side 
to a grinding 43-24 win over the Reds at GIO Stadium.

Two tries from Moore, his second double in successive weeks, added to two from Christian Lealiifano highlighted the pair’s 
inspiring performance over the visitors and ensured a crucial bonus point.

The 19-point victory gave the Brumbies a five-point lead on the top of the Australian conference with just two rounds to play.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 43 (T: Moore (2), Alexander, Lealiifano, Cubelli, Taliauli, C: Lealiifano (5), P: Lealiifano) def REDS 24 (T Ready, 
Paia’aua, Tupou. C: Taefu (3), P: Taefu)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. Jarrad Butler
8. Ben Hyne

9. Joe Powell
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. James Dargaville
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ruan Smith
19. Blake Enever

20. Michael Wells
21. Tomás Cubelli
22. Andrew Smith
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES RECORD CRUCIAL BONUS POINT WIN 
OVER REDS
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40 DEF 15

ROUND 16

8 JULY

EDEN PARK, NEW ZEALAND CROWD: NOT RECORDED REFEREE: BEN O’KEEFFE

The Aquis Brumbies suffered their first loss since Round 10, falling to the Blues 40-15 at Eden Park in Auckland.

The Blues got off to a quick start and never looked back, scoring four tries in the first 30 minutes to get out to an unassailable 
lead, setting a tempo that the visiting Brumbies could not match.

Despite the result, the Brumbies set piece again showed why it is amongst the best in the competition, winning a number of 
penalties and setting up a number of chances for the visitors, but ultimately falling short.

BLUES 40 (T: Prattley, Parsons, Kaino (2), Duffie (2), C: Francis (5)) def AQUIS BRUMBIES 15 (T: Toomua, penalty try, C: Lealiifano, 
P: Lealiifano)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ben Alexander
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. Jarrad Butler
8. Michael Wells

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Nigel Ah Wong
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. James Dargaville
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ruan Smith
19. Blake Enever

20. Tom Staniforth
21. Joe Powell
22. Andrew Smith
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES FALL TO BLUES AT EDEN PARK
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24 DEF 10

ROUND 17

16 JULY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 9,387 REFEREE: PAUL WILLIAMS

The Aquis Brumbies sealed a place in the Super Rugby Quarter-Finals with a 24-10 win over the Western Force at GIO 
Stadium.

Needing a bonus point to finish top of the Australian Conference, the Brumbies held on against a determined Force outfit to 
ensure they took some momentum heading into the finals.

The win was a monumental one for the Brumbies, with two of their players earning milestones. Stephen Moore earned his 
163rd cap, becoming the most capped Australian in Super Rugby history and Ruan Smith notched up his 50th Brumbies 
appearance.

AQUIS BRUMBIES 24 (T: Toomua, Kuridrani, C: Lealiifano (2), Toomu, P: Lealiifano) def FORCE 10 (T: Tapuai, C: Prior, P: Prior)
C: Grant, Lance)

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ruan Smith
4. Rory Arnold
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. Jarrad Butler
8. Ben Hyne

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. James Dargaville
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Ben Alexander
19. Blake Enever

20. Michael Wells
21. Joe Powell
22. Andrew Smith
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES CLAIM AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE TITLE 
WITH WIN OVER FORCE
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9 DEF BY 15

QUALIFYING FINAL

22 JULY

GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA CROWD: 00,000 REFEREE: ANGUS GARDNER

A painful six-point loss to the Highlanders ended the Aquis Brumbies’ Super Rugby season.

A late and determined effort after the siren wasn’t enough for the home side who went down 15-9 to the reigning champions.

With foul weather a consistent factor prior to and during the game, it was never going to be a particularly open affair.

The Brumbies pushed right up until the final whistle, spending the majority of the last 10 minutes camped on the Highlanders 
try line but unable to score.

HIGHLANDERS 15 (T: Naholo. Squire, C: Sopoaga. P: Sopoaga) (2)) bt AQUIS BRUMBIES 9 (P: Lealiifano (3))

1. Scott Sio
2. Stephen Moore
3. Ruan Smith
4. Blake Enever
5. Sam Carter
6. Scott Fardy
7. David Pocock
8. Jarrad Butler

9. Tomás Cubelli
10. Christian Lealiifano
11. Robbie Coleman
12. Matt Toomua
13. Tevita Kuridrani
14. Nigel Ah Wong
15. Aidan Toua

16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Allan Alaalatoa
18. Leslie Leulua’iali’i-Makin
19. Tom Staniforth

20. Michael Wells
21. Joe Powell
22. Andrew Smith
23. Lausii Taliauli

Starting Lineup Replacements

BRUMBIES LOSE HEARTBREAKER TO HIGHLANDERS
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UNIVERSITY OF 
CANBERRA VIKINGS

The Buildcorp NRC was established to showcase some of the 
best emerging talent in Australian Rugby. It also provides 
amateur rugby players with the opportunity to engage with 
an elite rugby program. The University of Canberra Vikings 
was born out of a partnership between Brumbies Rugby, 
Vikings Group and the University of Canberra. These three 
organisations saw the enormous opportunity for ACT rugby 
and the development of local players through a national 
competition.

Whilst the team fell short of expectation in 2016 some 
highlights of the season included: 

• 14 players made their NRC debut for the UC Vikings in 2016 
(12 of those players played in the 2016 John I Dent Cup).

• 35 players from the playing squad were used across the 
season.

• 34 tries scored for the season.
• 254 points scored, 256 conceded. 
• 19 different players scored tries.
• Brumbies 2016 Extended Playing Squad contracts for UC 

Vikings players Jordan Jackson-Hope, Faalelei Sione.

The 2016 UC Vikings couldn’t have taken the field to without 
the generous support shown from our other partners which 
included Continental Tyres (Jersey sponsor), Lennock Motors 
(Sleeve Sponsor) and Club Lime (Shorts Sponsor) as well as 
Coates Hire and NCDI. 

As in 2015, players from all seven John I Dent Cup clubs 
represented the UC Vikings. Viking Park hosted four matches. 
The biggest home crowd of the season was the Sunday 
afternoon matchup against the NSW Country Eagles where 
over 2,000 local fans turned out to cheer the UC Vikings on. 
This was tied in with the ACTJRU Grand Finals and made for 
a fantastic weekend of rugby at all levels and something we 
are looking at working with the ARU and ACTJRU to repeat in 
the future. 

A lot of work was done behind-the-scenes to ensure the UC 
Vikings program ran smoothly in 2016 and the following 
people played a major role in ensuring this side will continue 
to provide a pathway for local players to elite rugby in 
Australia.

The third season of the Buildcorp National Rugby Championship (NRC) kicked off in late August and the 
University of Canberra Vikings had high hopes given their success in making the Grand Final in 2015. The team 
had a mixed season and finished one point short of making the finals in fifth position. 

The UC Vikings team won the Horan-Little Shield in Round 3
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COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Wayne Southwell

Director of Rugby: Dan McKellar

Backs Coach: Tim Sampson

Forwards Coach: Adam Fahey

TEAM MANAGEMENT
Sam Rolfe
Hugh Alexander

TEAM MEDICAL STAFF
Dr Steve Freeman
Byron Field
Kristian Waller
Kate Hattley
Dr Karen Bisley
Megan Dennis
Pip Bush
Ben Flaherty

TEAM STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING STAFF 
Christos Argus
Lee Boswell
David Slater

TEAM ANALYSIS STAFF 
Trent Hopkinson
Tim Johnston

UC VIKINGS GAME DAY OPERATIONS 
UC Vikings Operations Manager supported by Brumbies 
Commercial & Community Rugby Staff

AWARD WINNERS
2016 Team Man of the Year: Brent Hamlin
2016 Best Forward: Sione Taula
2016 Best Back: Jordan Jackson-Hope
2016 Player’s Player: Tom Staniforth

2016 UC VIKINGS ROSTER

PLAYER CLUB
Robbie Abel Easts
Allan Alaalatoa Uni-Norths
Rory Arnold Gungahlin
Ben Alexander Uni-Norths
Jarrad Butler Tuggeranong
Edan Campbell-O’Brien Uni-Norths
Sam Carter Royals
Robbie Coleman Queanbeyan
James Dargaville Gungahlin
Nick Dobson Gungahlin
Ray Dobson Gungahlin
Blake Enever Easts
Brent Hamlin Royals
Alex Horan Queensland
Jordan Jackson-Hope Tuggeranong
Nick Jooste Tuggeranong
Jamie Kotz Gungahlin
Tevita Kuridrani Queanbeyan
Les Leulua’iali’i-Makin Queanbeyan
Josh Mann-Rea Gungahlin
Connal McInerney Royals
OJ Noa Queanbeyan
Dean Oakman-Hunt Tuggeranong
Daniel Penca Queanbeyan
Joe Powell Tuggeranong
Jake Rakic Tuggeranong
Andrew Robinson Tuggeranong
Eli Sinoti Wests
Scott Sio Tuggeranong
Faalelei Sione Royals
Jordan Smiler Easts
Andrew Smith Queanbeyan
Henry Speight Gungahlin
Tom Staniforth Royals
Darcy Swain Tuggeranong
Lausii Taliauli Royals
Sione Taula Tuggeranong

Isaac Thompson Tuggeranong

Dean Oakman-Hunt scores a try 
against Brisbane City in Round 3
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Team huddle Round 7

ROUND 4

22
DEF
16

T: Lausii Taliauli, Sione Taula, Connal McInerney; 
C: Nick Jooste (2)
ROUND 5

44
DEF BY

60

T: Josh Mann-Rea (3), Sam Carter, Isaac Thompson, 
Tom Staniforth; C: Isaac Thompson (4)
ROUND 6

14
DEF BY

58

T: Jordan Smiler, Connal McInerney; C: Nick Jooste 
conversion
ROUND 7

36
DEF BY

42

T: Josh Mann-Rea (2), Lausii Taliauli, Eli Sinoti, Isaac 
Thompson; C: Isaac Thompson (3)

ROUND 1

50
DEF
28

T: James Dargaville (2), Rory Arnold (2), Henry Speight 
(2), Robbie Abel, Jordan Jackson-Hope; C: Nick Jooste 
(5)
ROUND 2

28
DEF BY

60

T: Andrew Robinson (2), Andrew Smith, Rory Arnold; 
C: Nick Jooste (2)
ROUND 3

52
DEF
20

T: Robbie Abel (2), OJ Noa, Andrew Robinson, 
Jarrad Butler, Sam Carter, Henry Speight; C: Isaac 
Thompson (3), Nick Jooste, Henry Speight

SEASON RESULTS

Josh Mann-Rea throwing the line-out 
at Viking Park in Round 5
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FRONT ROW: Dan Penca, Jordan Jackson-Hope, Jordan Smiler, Robbie Coleman (Vice-Captain), Jarrad Butler 
(Captain), Blake Enever (Vice-Captain), Isaac Thompson, Joe Powell, Ray Dobson 

SECOND ROW: Lee Boswell, Hugh Alexander, Christos Argus, Stephen Freeman, Kristian Waller, Sam Rolfe, 
Connal McInerney, Sione Taula, Andrew Smith, Tom Staniforth, Darcy Swain, Sam Carter, OJ Noa, Nick Jooste, 
Jake Rakic, Faalelei Sione, Nick Dobson, Wayne Southwell (Head Coach), Adam Fahey, Josh Strahorn, Tim 
Sampson, Byron Field, Tim Johnston

BACK ROW: Pip Bush, Brodie Leber, Jamie Kotz, Eli Sinoti, Brent Hamlin, Andrew Robinson, Edan Campbell-
O’Brien, Lausii Taliauli, Dean Oakman-Hunt, Robbie Abel, Alex Horan, Josh Mann-Rea, Ben Alexander.

TEAM PHOTO

Robbie Abel Eli Sinoti Lausii Taliauli

Joe Powell Blake Enever Andrew Robinson
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GENERAL MANAGER - COMMUNITY  RUGBY 
REPORT

Prior to the commencement of the 
season, nominations were sought from 
our Clubs and Affiliates to establish 
a Community Rugby Strategy Group, 
tasked with conducting a ‘whole of 
game’ review. The distinct role of the 
group was to provide input into our 
local strategy, through identifying 
the key issues and the processes to 
address them, integrating participation 
into the broader business strategy. 
Threads of the game included as 
part of the strategic planning work 
included governance, competitions and 
pathways, participation (recruitment 
and retention) and community 
engagement.

The aim of this process was to develop 
a strategic plan from 2016-2020 
that ensures growth in participation 
and sustainability into the future, 
ultimately aligning a shared vision 
across Community Rugby in our region. 
Critically, consideration was also given 
to the Australian Rugby Union strategic 
direction ensuring alignment of strategy 
relevant to the local landscape.

Importantly this Strategy saw Brumbies 
Rugby, our clubs and affiliates:
• Operating under a single and unified 

direction, with all parts across junior 
and senior rugby working towards 
achieving common targets. 

• Implementing a whole-of-game 
strategic planning process at the 
community participation level across 
the ACT & Southern NSW.

• Promoting participation across 
three distinct formats of the game 
– traditional 15’s (our core product), 
Sevens Rugby and non-contact 
VIVA7’s.

The Strategy was created through a 
process of:
• Consultation with all clubs and 

affiliates in the ACT & Southern NSW 

ensuring vital input into establishing 
the strategy group and influencing 
our direction.

• Engaging with participants through 
survey questionnaires and face to 
face discussion forums designed to 
identify key issues and formulate 
solutions collectively.

• Direct input from the Community 
Rugby Strategy Group established 
to contribute to our local strategy 
through identifying key issues to 
consider, create and drive strategy to 
revitalise and expand participation. 

The 2016 season has seen a total of 
2,403 senior and 4,005 junior rugby 
players participate in regular rugby 
competitions throughout the ACT & 
Southern NSW, representing an increase 
on the 2015 figure combined across 
junior and senior regular competition 
numbers. This data does not include 
the continuing growth in our inaugural 
VIVA7’s programs with an additional 
331 participants registered for 5-week 
summer competitions at the time of this 
report.

Final junior registered player numbers 
in our respective regions are:
• ACTJRU; 2,995 registered players 

(total numbers in 2015 were 2,957)
• Southern Inland JRU; 841 registered 

players (total numbers in 2015 were 
834)

• South Coast JRU; 169 registered 
players (total numbers in 2015 were 
150).

Final senior registered player numbers 
in our respective regions are:
• ACTRU – 1,525 registered players 

(total numbers in 2015 were 1,464)
• Southern Inland RU; 786 registered 

players (total numbers in 2015 were 
916) however lost Cootamundra & 
Temora to Central West in 2016.

• South Coast RU; 92 registered 
players (total numbers in 2015 were 
129) however lost Braidwood in 
2016, re-establishing for 2017.

Quite significantly the data shows a 
reversal of the declining participation 
trends experienced in junior numbers in 
recent years. An increase in our resource 
capability has enabled a sharpened 
focus on delivering our new programs 
‘Game On’, VIVA7’s and Sevens to attract 
new audiences in addition to greater 
targeted activity in the entry level school 
environment, with a vigorous focus on 
the critical 5-8 years’ age bracket. This 
occurred in conjunction with the existing 
Brumby Jack Attack while crucially 
creating linkages to Budding Brumbies 
and Junior Clubs to increase exposure, 
connect and drive participation growth 
in Canberra and regional NSW.

The table below illustrates that our senior 
competition player numbers across the 
ACT&SNSW region have decreased by 
106 players (-4.22%) while our junior 
competition player numbers increased 
by 64 players (+1.62%). The reduction 
of team numbers in senior rugby from 
102 to 93 is a direct consequence of the 
transfer of Cootamundra and Temora 
to the Central West competition in 
regional NSW. Junior rugby teams are 
274, indicating an increase of three (3) 
across the region and six (6) in the ACT/
Monaro. This is in contrast with national 
trends where traditional sport continues 
to face pressure surrounding the rise 
in popularity of lifestyle, adventure 
and alternative sports among young 
Australians.

The Women’s 7’s program continues to 
flourish in the form of the Super 7’s Series. 
This competition has been vital to the 
enhancement of 7’s Rugby in promoting 
a captivating female offering and has 
capitalised on the momentum created 
from the recent Olympic success of the 

TOTAL ACT & SOUTHERN NSW PARTICIPATION NUMBERS

 

 

ACT/Monaro SIRU SCRU TOTAL TOTALS

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015  2016 2015 2016 % Diff

Senior Players 1464 1525 916 786 129 92 2509 2403 -4.22 -106

Junior Players 2957 2995 834 841 150 169 3941 4005 +1.62 +64

School Regular, Irregular 
& Rugby Sampling 39609 27286 4181 7539 13371 12534 57161 47359 -17.14 -9802

Total Participants 44030 31806 5931 9166 13650 12795 63611 53767 -15.47 -9844
 

Senior Teams 55 57 42 33 5 3 102 93 -8.82 -9

Junior Teams 201 207 62 63 8 4 271 274 +1.11 +3

Total Teams 256 264 104 13 7 373 367 -1.61 -6
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SENIOR TEAM NUMBERS

ACT/Monaro
Premier Division 1 Div 2 Div W Total SIRU 1st 2nd 3rd W

1st 2nd C 1st 2nd Albury 1 1 1

Easts 1 1 1 1   4 Deniliquin  1 

Gungahlin 1 1 1 1 1   1 6 Griffith 1 1 1 1

Queanbeyan 1 1 1 1 1  5 Hay  1  

Royals 1 1 1 1 1  1 6 Junee   1  

Tuggeranong 1 1 1 1 1   1 6 Leeton 1 1  1

Uni/Norths 1 1 1 1 1  1 6 Charles Sturt Uni 1 1 1 1

Wests 1 1 1 1 1   5 Tumut 1 1  1  1

38 Wagga Ag 1 1 1 1

ADFA    1 1  1 3 Wagga City 1 1 1 1

Cooma    1 1   2 Waratahs 1 1 1  1

Goulburn    1 1   2 Sub-Total 8 8 9 8

Hall    1 1   2 Total  33

RMC    1   1 South Coast 1st

Young    1 1   2 Batemans Bay 1

12 Bombala 0

Boorowa      1  1 Broulee 1

Bungendore      1  1 Narooma 0

Crookwell      1  1 Milton 1

Jindabyne      1 1 Braidwood  0

Taralga      1  1 Total 3

Yass 1 1

Harden 1 1

7

Total 7 7 7 12 12 7 5 57

TOTAL ACT&SNSWRU SENIOR TEAMS - 93

Pearls. 24 teams and 254 participants 
have contested the women’s, U16 and 
U14 girl’s competitions highlighting the 
significant opportunity for growth in this 
exciting version of the game. The final 
leg combined the U16 and U18 boy’s 
competitions in a superb day involving 
an additional 129 players.

MID-WEEK SCHOOL RUGBY & 
PARTICIPATION PROGRAMS

There is a continued focus on driving 
sampling opportunities including 
Brumby Jack Attack involving 
approximately 20,020 students aged 
5 to 8 years to promote the Budding 
Brumbies recruitment program and 
‘Game On’ which saw an additional 
3,831 students exposed to rugby over 
five (5) consecutive weeks. A clear 
strategy to offer the more unique and 
compelling ‘Game On’ program, rather 
than one-off experiences, has resulted 
in a decline in the total sampling figure 
but a vastly more positive experience 
for primary school students involving 
multiple sessions. This more resource 
demanding direction resulted in a 
decrease of approximately -17.14% in 
our ‘Regular Rugby’, ‘Irregular Rugby’ 
and ‘sampling’ participation numbers 
but a significantly more targeted and 
productive approach.

JUNIOR COMPETITIONS

The total number of players participating 
in junior weekend competitions across 
the Brumbies region increased by 
+1.62% (64 players) in 2016, reflecting 
a reversal of recent declining national 
trends. The Southern Inland Rugby 
Union (SIRU) Junior Competition also 
saw an increase in player numbers (7) in 
2016. The implementation of a VIVA7’s 
competition involving 108 registered 
players illustrates an immense area of 
opportunity for growth. While the South 
Coast Junior Competition continued 
in 2016 with strong support from the 
South Coast Rugby Union in conjunction 
with the Batemans Bay and Broulee 
Clubs and Brumbies Development staff. 

SENIOR COMPETITIONS

In 2016 the number of senior teams 
(male and female) participating in the 
ACT/Monaro competitions increased 
by three and 61 registered players, 
however the total number of senior 
registered players across the ACT & 
Southern NSW decreased by 106. This 
reduction was due to the departure 
of Temora and Cootamundra from 
the Southern Inland Competition 
into Central West in addition to the 
withdrawal of Bungendore from the 
Monaro Second Division Competition 
who are confirmed to return next year. 

The ACT Premier Division competition 
saw seven (7) Premier Club’s fielding 
teams in the 1st, 2nd & 3rd grades for the 
duration of the season. Unfortunately, 
Easts withdrew Colts grade during the 
latter stages of the season due to a 
mass departure of players overseas.

The First Division Competition involving 
regional teams from across the Monaro 
combined with the Premier Club 3rd & 
4th Grade competition in a revitalised 
format involving thirteen (13) clubs and 
twenty-four (24) teams, while the Second 
Division Competition continued in its 
combined format with the South Coast 
creating a ten (10) team competition for 
our smaller regional clubs.

The Women’s Competition team 
numbers remained static at five (5) 
teams in 2016 with the continuation of 
Gungahlin, Tuggeranong, Royals, ADFA 
and Uni-Norths.

Southern Inland Rugby Union (SIRU) 
saw a decrease of 130 players in their 
senior participation numbers which 
can be directly attributed to the shift of 
Temora and Cootamundra Rugby Clubs 
into the Central West Competition. The 
continuation of an 11 team Women’s 7’s 
competition with 107 registered players 
in the region remains positive. 

Craig Leseberg
General Manager, Community Rugby
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As in 2015, the 2016 Griffins Program played an important 
role in underpinning and supporting the UC Vikings in the 
NRC. It provided valuable game time for contracted UC Vikings 
players not selected in the game-day squad of 23 whilst at the 
same time offering opportunities for the best local club talent 
to challenge themselves against quality opposition from 
outside Canberra.  

The Griffins maintained their unbeaten record for the past 
two seasons with solid wins against NSW Country B’s (38-24), 
NSW Pacific Barbarians (55-7) and the Brumbies U20 squad 
(35-24). 

Over 35 local players had opportunities within the Griffins 
program in 2016. The schedule of matches not only aligned 
with playing entertaining curtain raisers for the UC Vikings 
home games, but it also tied into the Brumbies pathway and 
in particular the ACT U20 and ACT 7’s men’s programs. 

The Griffins also provides an important opportunity for 
the best local club coaches to be exposed to the next level 
and work with the UC Vikings coaching staff in their own 
development.  This year was no exception with Gungahlin’s 
Dan Atkins named Griffins Head Coach.  

Dan was ably assisted by Anthony Hayes (Gungahlin) 
as forwards Coach and Dan Hooper (Uni-Norths) taking 
the backs. Once again the program was managed by the 
experienced and thorough hands of Bob Brady (Queanbeyan). 
Kate Hattley (Tuggeranong) was the team physio while Angus 
Teece was the game-day trainer.  

Thanks to all players, coaches and staff for your excellent 
commitment and involvement in the Griffins program for 
2016.

GRIFFINS 
REPORT

Alex Horan Queensland

Alex Small Gungahlin Eagles 

Andrew Robinson Tuggeranong Vikings 

Angus Le Leivre Wagga Waratahs

Angus Wagner Tuggeranong Vikings

Ben Katuke Gungahlin Eagles

Ben McGee Gungahlin Eagles

Brendan Woodward Canberra Royals   

Brodie Leber Western Districts

Carl Elliott Queanbeyan Whites

Chris Coyle Gungahlin Eagles 

Connal McInerney Canberra Royals

Cuan Hablutzel Uni Norths Owls

Dan Penca Queanbeyan Whites    

Darcy Swain Tuggeranong Vikings

Edan Campbell-O’Brien Uni-Norths Owls

Eli Sinotti Western Districts

Harry Lloyd Western Districts

Isileli Fa Uni-Norths Owls

Jake Rakic Tuggeranong Vikings

Jamie Bodman Canberra Royals 

Jamie Kotz Gungahlin Eagles

Josh Hitchens Tuggeranong Vikings

Liam McGrath Tuggeranong Vikings

Luke Duffey Gungahlin Eagles

Marcus Cutler Canberra Royals    

Matt Cole Canberra Royals    

Max Bode Uni-Norths Owls  

Mitch Connolly Gungahlin Eagles

Mitch Ward Gungahlin Eagles

Nick Dobson Gungahlin Eagles 

Ray Dobson Canberra Royals

Rocky Ilolhia Gungahlin Eagles 

Seth Going Canberra Royals  

Soakai Tai Queanbeyan Whites

Steve Sione Canberra Royals  

Toby Wilson Queanbeyan Whites

Tom Gilmore Uni-Norths Owls

Vitilai Tuidraki Gungahlin Eagles

September 4TH

V NSW Country ‘Beagles’
Won 36-24

September 18TH

V NSW Pacific Barbarians
Won 55-7

September 25TH

V Brumbies U20’s
Won 36-24

Members of the 2016 Griffins Squad
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PLAYER 
DEVELOPMENT

The Player Development Program (PDP) at the Brumbies is 
supported by the Rugby Union Players Association (RUPA) 
through the employment of a fulltime Player Development 
Manager (PDM). The PDP provides ‘off-field’ assistance to 
players under the following pillars established by RUPA: 
• Career and Education
• Wellbeing
• Financial Management
• Personal Toolkit
• Cultural Diversity
• Integrity Obligations.

The following highlights the achievements under each of 
these pillars during 2016.

CAREER AND EDUCATION
• 19 players have been engaged in university study. Business/

Commerce degrees are most popular however players 
are also studying in the following areas: Criminology, 
Ecological Agricultural Systems, Civil Engineering, Building 
and Construction, Law, Architecture, PE Teaching and 
Exercise Science. Two senior players commenced an MBA, 
three younger players commenced business degrees and 
one player started a secondary PE teaching degree.

• 10 players completed their Certificate IV New Small 
Business and Diploma of Business. A further four players 
continued working towards either a Cert IV Youth Work 
or Cert III/IV Fitness. Two players commenced real estate 
licence courses.

• Other players engaged in the career exploration process 
with a view to future study and activities including in 
such diverse areas as garment production, company 
directorship, carpentry and agriculture.

• In general, the majority of the Brumbies players are keen 
to pursue interests outside rugby and there is no doubt 
this culture encourages all players to consider their future 
more proactively.

WELLBEING
• There has been a number of challenging issues affecting 

the players in 2016, both as a group and individually. They 
have been supported by the PDM in conjunction with 
other appropriate high performance staff most notably 
Stephen Freeman, the Team Doctor.  

• A mental health awareness session was delivered to 
players by the PDM which gave them skills, and resources 
to use where required, either personally or with family/
friends/teammates.  

• Assisting players’ partners and families to feel part of 
the Brumbies family is an important part of the PDM 
role. In 2016 there have been a number of activities 
in this area including production of a partner/family 
handbook, hosting of a game day partner/family box, pre-
game functions involving parents, a post training ‘family’ 
breakfast, partners’ rugby training and self defence 
sessions, assistance with career issues, flu vaccinations, 
mothers’ names on jerseys during Ladies Round, 

introductions to the partner group and assistance with 
settling in to Canberra including childcare options.

• The PDM also produced a team critical incident protocol 
for use in emergency, unexpected and/or traumatic 
events involving the team.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
• Three one-hour financial management sessions were 

delivered by a financial planning business over the course 
of a morning. The sessions were pitched at different levels 
of financial literacy with 20 players attending at least one 
session and some attending all. Feedback was excellent 
and encouraged a number to seek further individual 
assistance.

• Individual appointments regarding financial matters were 
arranged for interested players with NAB Private Wealth 
(NPW) through its association with RUPA. Through this 
association, two players also elected to use NPW for will/
power of attorney services. 

PERSONAL TOOLKIT
• The PDM conducted a public speaking session for eight of 

the less experienced players, while ex-Brumby Rod Kafer 
generously gave his time to put a similar group through 
some media training. Eight players also attended a barista 
course, two completed first aid and four completed 
their Level 2 coaching certificates. Players also received 
individual assistance in areas such as citizenship and visa 
issues, and resume preparation.

• With the assistance of the PDM, players contribute to the 
wider community and develop skills and valuable networks 
by attending compulsory Brumbies player appearances 
and voluntarily undertaking charity/community work. In 
2016,  approximately 500 player appearances were made 
at nearly 100 events covering  a diverse range of sponsor, 
media, rugby development and charity/community 
activities.  

• Five players were ambassadors for a charity or community 
cause, these being Australia Day, Lifeline Canberra, Motor 
Neurone Disease Australia, the Jodie Lee Foundation Kay-
a-Day initiative, the Leukemia Australia Light the Night 
Walk and the Canberra Hospital Foundation’s Newborn 
Intensive Care Unit Fun Day. Players were also assisted 
with briefing or speech notes associated with player 
appearances/promotions involving topics such as racism, 
respect for women and healthy eating.

• The player group was instrumental in the Domestic 
Violence Crisis Service (DVCS) being chosen as the 
Brumbies No. 1 charity for 2016. As part of this initiative 
the players attended an education session on domestic 
violence and assisted with DVCS school holiday activities. 
In addition,  one of our co-captains, Christian Lealiifano, 
continued in his role as a DVCS Champion. Christian, 
together with the Brumbies, received the ‘sport’ category 
award at the ACT Government’s 2016 Violence Prevention 
Awards.
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• Players also contributed their time to the community 
in a private capacity including in such roles as board 
membership and youth mentoring.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY
• The Brumbies player group represent a variety of 

cultures all of which are embraced and respected equally. 
Approximately 50% of players are of Pasifika background 
and this group relished the opportunity early in the 
season to attend a bespoke program, conducted by Eddie 
Lealiifano from the Niu Movement, which assisted them 
to have a greater understanding of their culture and 
backgrounds. The program, which was strongly supported 
by the Head Coach, Stephen Larkham, resulted in a 
noticeable increase in confidence and team contribution 
by Pasifika players which significantly enhanced the team 
environment.

INTEGRITY OBLIGATIONS
• Players are required by the Australian Rugby Union to 

complete education in the following areas in order to 
be eligible to play in the Super Rugby competition – anti-
doping, anti-corruption and betting, concussion, member 
protection (including racism and inclusion), illicit drugs 
and sports supplements.

• In 2016 all Brumbies players completed the required 
education and met their integrity obligations as contracted 
Super Rugby players. 

In summary, 2016 has been a busy year in the player 
development area with all players undertaking meaningful 
activities which enhance their skills and knowledge and will 
be of significant assistance to them both in the current stage 
of their lives and their future endeavours. 

Robin Duff
Player Development Manager

Christian Lealiifano, DVCS Champion

Nigel Ah Wong took part in the First Aid 
refresher course in Februar

Allan Alaalatoa putting his first aid 
skills to the test
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Tuggeranong 1st Grade

Tuggeranong V QBN 2nd Grade

the dramatics of the regular season 
ending, record rain levels in Canberra 
threatened to prevent all games from 
being played, however a number of 
games that had a direct impact on 
the finals still went on. As the final 
whistle blew for all fixtures on that day, 
Gungahlin scored on full-time to break 
the deadlock against Uni-Norths and 
end their hopes of a finals birth. The 
Owls needed to win that game and hope 
Royals lost to Vikings, however in typical 
Royals style they were able to mount a 
second half comeback to defeat Vikings 
to take the valuable competition points 
and secure a spot on the top four.

Come finals times, Royals were unable 
to reproduce another Cinderella run, 
bowing out in the Minor Semi-Final to 
Gungahlin. That was as good as it got 
for Gungahlin though as Tuggeranong 
and Queanbeyan won their respective 
Finals matches to earn a place in the 
Grand Final. These two sides have a 
fierce rivalry and for these two to meet 
in the Grand Final generated even more 
hype. As the whistle blew to get things 
underway both teams went toe-to-
toe exchanging the lead on numerous 
occasions. As the clock wound down 
Queanbeyan looked to have created 
a chance to steal a victory after being 
inside Tuggeranong’s 22m line for the 
last five minutes of the match. With the 

score 26-22 in favour of Tuggeranong, 
Queanbeyan threw one last attacking 
raid only to be penalised for holding on 
to the ball less than two metres from 
the try line. Vikings inside centre Jordan 
Jackson-Hope was awarded the Player 
of the Match as Tuggeranong lifted the 
John I Dent Cup for the sixth time in 
eight years.

The Second Grade competition 
also followed the same path as 1st 
Grade, as finals spots were still up for 
grabs in the last round. As the final 
series played out, it was between 
Queanbeyan, Tuggeranong, Gungahlin 
and Uni-Norths, with Queanbeyan and 
Tuggeranong again meeting in the 
Grand Final. This time though, Vikings 
would lift the trophy thanks to a 27-17 
victory. The defeat was only the second 
loss of the year for the Whites.

ACT CLUB RUGBY 

The 2016 club rugby season certainly 
lived up to the hype across all 
competitions. Competitions were 
closer than ever, the changes and new 
initiatives that took places worked in a 
positive manner and individual playing 
numbers increased from 2015.  Team 
number’s stayed at 60 for the season, 
while there was an increase in club 
numbers to 23. Of those 23 clubs, 
ACT rugby welcomed back the Harden 
Devils, while embracing the inclusion 
of the Young Yabbies who had moved 
from the SIRU competition to tie in with 
their U16 and U18 teams that play in 
the ACT JRU competitions. 

Of the new initiatives in 2016, the 
most successful was the live streaming 
of all Premier Division 1st Grade 
‘match of the round’ fixtures. Such an 
opportunity came about on the back 
of streaming the 2015 1st Grade Grand 
Final. The addition of live streaming 
helped increase exposure of the local 
competition and the clubs involved. 
During the final series, all Grand Final 
matches (Premier 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, 
Colts, 1st Division 1st Grade, 2nd Grade 
and Women’s) were all streamed live. 
This was a great chance to showcase 
all levels of senior club rugby and as a 
result, for that day alone, there was a 
total of 25,000 views of all the games.

PREMIER DIVISION 

The 2016 season was officially launched 
on Wednesday 30 March at Brumbies 
Headquarters with all Clubs present to 
discuss their desire to be crowned 2016 
John I Dent Cup Champions. Premier 
Division this season would only feature 
three grades, as 3rd and 4th grade sides 
would combine with 1st Division for the 
first time in a number of years.

It didn’t take long for clubs to stake their 
claim with Queanbeyan toppling the 
defending champions Royals in Round 
1. For 17 rounds, the competition 
constantly saw teams to and fro for 
position in the top four, the make-up 
of which wasn’t decided until the last 
round. In the end, it came down to 
Tuggeranong, Queanbeyan, Gungahlin, 
Royals and Uni-Norths. To add to 

ACT CLUB RUGBY



44

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

The Colts competition was again 
dominated by Royals who went through 
the regular season undefeated. Their 
nearest rival was Tuggeranong, followed 
by Gungahlin and Queanbeyan. In the 
end it was a two horse race as, come 
Grand Final day, Royals and Vikings 
battled again, with Royals heavily backed 
favourites to go back-to-back. However, 
Tuggeranong were able to pull off a last 
minute try to steal the victory 27-26 and 
end Royals’ impressive run. Ironically, 
Royals scored in the final play of the 
game in 2015 to win the title against 
Tuggeranong.

FIRST DIVISION 

This season’s combining of both Premier 
Division clubs and Monaro clubs was the 
most successful combination of these 
two competitions in some time. With 
Monaro clubs wanting more games 
and Premier clubs understanding the 
importance of the Monaro First Division 
clubs, competition was forged over 
17 rounds. The major factor for the 
Premier clubs was ensuring that their 
whole club played together as much as 
possible, in particular when scheduled 
with home fixtures. 

As the Union welcomed the 
reconstructed 1st Division competition, 
the union and clubs also embraced the 
Young Yabbies into the competition 
for the first time. The 1st Division 1st 
Grade competition was evenly matched 

across the board with all teams tasting 
victory at one stage or another. During 
the season, clubs enjoyed bus trips or 
overnight stays at regional venues, 
while the country teams enjoyed tying 
in a Brumbies game with their visit to 
Canberra to play. 

In a 12 team competition, where only 
four clubs make the finals, it was always 
difficult to judge which teams would 
prevail, but after the 1st Grade regular 
season the finals featured two teams 
from Monaro (Hall and Goulburn) and 
two from the Premier clubs (Gungahlin 
and Queanbeyan). The Eagles stormed 
through to the Grand Final, while 
Goulburn and Hall clashed for a spot 
in the big dance. It was the Dirty Reds 
who emerged triumphant to end Hall’s 
impressive campaign. The celebrations 
for Goulburn didn’t end there as 
they were able to hang on and defeat 
Gungahlin 18-17 in what was arguable 
the match of the day. Goulburn’s 
desperate defence held on in the dying 
moments to prevent the Eagles from 
scoring or securing a penalty to give 
them a shot at winning the game. To 
add to the success of this fixture, 6,000 
people viewed the live stream of this 
game.

In 1st Division 2nd grade, Tuggeranong, 
Wests and Queanbeyan were the 
standout teams, however the surprise 
packet was the Yabbies side who, after 
a slow start to the season, put together 

an impressive run to finish fourth in the 
regular season and fly the flag for the 
Monaro teams in the finals. While Young 
were the only Monaro side to feature, 
RMC, despite their unavailability, were 
quite a handy side and finished the 
season with seven wins. 

During the finals, Young continued 
their Cinderella run, knocking off 
Queanbeyan in the Minor Semi Final, 
however it came to a crashing end in 
the Preliminary Final at the hand of 
Wests. Defending champions Wests 
then clashed with Tuggeranong Vikings 
for back-to-back Grand Finals. Wests 
showed their dominant intentions early 
to lead, however the hurt of losing 
last year’s Grand Final proved to be a 
massive drive for Vikings who mounted 
a comeback to win the title 25-13.

WOMEN’S DIVISION 

The Women’s Division continued 
the format of having pre-season 7’s 
and 10’s carnivals to introduce new 
players to the game of rugby prior to 
the 15-a-side competition. The Young 
Yabbies women’s side entered a team 
to compete in the pre-season carnivals 
in hope of forming a 15’s side at the end 
of it, unfortunately however that didn’t 
eventuate.

Again it was Tuggeranong, Royals and 
Uni-Norths as the top three teams who 
battled it out all year. For Gungahlin, 
they again competed and were no walk 
overs as they went from strength to 
strength this season. The Eagles tasted 
their first win when they took on ADFA 
who also continued their involvement 
despite their lack of availability, similar 
to their men’s sides.

As the regular season came to an end, 
the top three teams were left fighting 
for a top two spot, which ensured they 
got two bites of the cherry in order 
to get into the Grand Final. In the 
end, Tuggeranong claimed the Minor 
Premiership to meet Uni-Norths in the 
major semi. The Owls led for most of the 
game but their hearts were broken on 
full-time when a Tuggeranong penalty 
sailed over the black dot to break the 
dead lock. They had to back-up the 
following weekend against defending 
Premiers Royals, who were coming Monaro 2nd Division winners Goulburn
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Sioni Taula celebrating Tuggeranong 1st Grade 
John I Dent Cup title

Royals Womens celebrate their victory

off an impressive win over Gungahlin. 
For the Owls, after putting in so much 
effort in the Major Semi-Final, they were 
unable to match it with Royals for the 
full game, going down 17-12. 

The Grand Final was streamed live for 
first time and also had commentators. 
Uni-Norths and ACT Representative 
Bridget McNee was the voice for the 
game which provided the public with 
an understanding of the women’s 
competition and what it is like to play 
Rugby. The game demonstrated how 
far the women’s game has come with a 
number of Wallaroos players on display 
as Tuggeranong looked to end their 
drought. The game was end-to-end 
rugby with points very hard to come by 
thanks to scrambling defence from both 
teams. As the full-time whistle blew, it 
was Royals who prevailed, edging out 
Tuggeranong again, this time 17-12.

SOUTH COAST MONARO – 2ND DIVISION 

The second instalment of the combined 
South Coast Monaro competition 
welcomed two new teams in Harden 
and Yass. The competition saw a 
slight change in the structure with 
no more zones incorporated into the 
draw resulting in teams playing each 
other once, followed by an additional 
four games to complete the 16 round 
regular season. The Cup and Plate Finals 
split still continued on the back of the 
success of this implementation in 2015. 

Bungendore continued their strong 
form from the 2015 season into 2016 
going through undefeated. Their 
biggest test came against rivals Taralga 
who finished the regular season in 2nd 
place. Defending champions Jindabyne 
had a sound season, managing to finish 
in the Cup part of the draw, however a 
big turnover of players meant that the 
Bushpigs weren’t as strong as recent 
years.  

Batemans Bay were the standout team 
from the South Coast, however they 
were unable to secure a spot in the 
Cup Final, but did enough to secure 
fifth place which meant they were 
ranked number one in the Plate Finals. 
Going into the Cup Finals, Bungendore, 

Taralga, Crookwell and Jindabyne all 
represented their respective towns, 
while in the Plate Finals, Batemans Bay, 
Boorowa, Harden and Yass rounded out 
the top eight teams. 

On Grand Final Day it was the top two 
placed teams of the respective finals 
series that slugged it out to lift the 
trophy for 2016. Bungendore edged out 
Taralga to go one better, winning 21-
15 after the match was locked at 15-all 
with 15 minutes to go. The result meant 
that Bungendore went through the 
season undefeated, an amazing effort 
by the club. The Plate Final featured 
Boorowa for the second year in a row, 
this time against Batemans Bay, who 
they stunned in the Major Semi-Final, 
in order to host the final. Despite the 
home town advantage, Batemans Bay 
were too good, winning the match 28-
15 to come away with some silverware 
for the South Coast zone. 

On behalf of the Union, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all clubs, 
players, coaches and volunteers for 
your assistance over the past twelve 
months. In particular, I would like to 
acknowledge the effort and voluntary 
contribution by the ACTRU Judiciary 
as well as the ACT Rugby Referees 
Association for their officiating of all 
club rugby games.

Sam Irwin
Competition and Rugby Services Manager, 
Brumbies Rugby
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2016 has been another successful season culminating in a 
keenly contested Seniors Finals series. Wagga Waratahs went 
into the Grand Final against their traditional rivals Wagga City 
after going through the season undefeated but were forced 
into a titanic battle with the brave City team eventually going 
down 22-25.

Victories to Waratahs in the 2nd and 3rd Grade Grand Finals 
against Griffith and CSU respectively made it a big day out for 
the Wagga Club.

The Leeton ‘Diana’s’ were again successful in winning the SIRU 
Women’s 7-A-Side  premiership. They were also undefeated 
all season and were too strong for a gallant Wagga City outfit 
who fought back well in the second half before going down 
21-12.

The SIRU Seniors Representative Team was again triumphant 
at the Brumbies Provincial Tournament that was held in 
Batemans Bay on the June long weekend. A large number of 
players from this squad were then selected in the Brumbies 
Provincial Representative Team which played the NSW 
Country ‘Cockatoos’ in a match at Bathurst on 18 June. 

Our Junior Representative teams played Trial matches against 
Daramalan, Uni-Norths, Wests, South Coast-Monaro, Central 
West and ACT Juniors earlier in the year, while our SIRU 
under-15s competed at the State Championships in June and 
had some very encouraging results against extremely strong 
opposition.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Rugby 
Manager Mick McTaggart for his efforts throughout what 
was another busy year. Our Development Officer, Seth 
Stoltenberg has made a significant contribution to both our 
junior clubs and our school programs. I would also like to 
thank Craig Leseberg, who is a source of great information 
and support. All three mentioned above are certainly great 
assets to Brumbies Rugby.

Finally, I would like to thank all those who have served on 
the Board with me, the Clubs and the Referees’ Association 
(SIRRA) for their input and dedication to Rugby. As a Zone 
we still face great competition from other sporting codes to 
maintain and improve our participation rates and I believe we 
are up to those challenges at the moment.

Our Zone was again fortunate to host the Brumbies v NSW 
Waratahs Super Rugby Trial match earlier in the year in 
Wagga, an event which was another outstanding success on 
many fronts.

The Trial match followed the now traditional ‘Brumbies in 
the Bush’ Dinner which featured special guests such as Alan 
Jones, Michael Cheika and Samantha Armytage and a great 
time was enjoyed by all who attended.

Dave Adamson
President Southern Inland Rugby Union

SOUTHERN INLAND 
RUGBY UNION (SIRU)

Albury Steamers v Tumut Bulls 2016 Women’s Champions - Leeton Phantoms

2016 Men’s 2nd Grade Champions 
- Wagga Wagga Waratahs

2016 Men’s 1st Grade Champions - 
Wagga Wagga Waratahs
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Batemans Bay V Bugendore 2016 South Coast Representative players

South Coast Rugby Union once again participated in the newly formed South Coast Monaro Division 2 competition. Despite the 
late withdrawal of Braidwood, a successful 11 team competition was conducted with the introduction of both Harden and Yass.

As in the previous season, Clubs reported that it was a very enjoyable competition despite the challenge of some long trips.

Batemans Bay was the most successful South Coast team in 2016, with the team winning seven of their last eight fixtures 
including the Plate Grand Final win over Boorowa. Congratulations to Batemans Bay ‘Boars’ on winning both the South Coast 
Minor Premiership and on being awarded the ‘Ted Eager Shield’. 

Congratulations also to the following South Coast Zone Award winners:

• Zone Representative Player of the Year: Tom Bollard (Broulee)
• Highest Try scorer: Will Thomas (Batemans Bay)
• Highest Points scorer: James Thomas (Batemans Bay) 
• Zone Best & Fairest: Tom Bollard (Broulee)

Congratulations to the South Coast Monaro Cup competition Premiers Bungendore ‘Mudchooks’ who went through the season 
undefeated. All reports confirm the Grand Final win over Taralga was a game of very high quality. 

Our Zone representative team, the South Coast Marlins, competed in the ACT Provincial Rugby Championships held in 
Batemans Bay and came away with their best result for many seasons. The inclusion of Bungendore players into our squad 
strengthened us, with favourable results including a strong win over Monaro plus a team that pushed hard against Southern 
Inland. 

The selection of seven players into the Brumbies Provincial team was a true reflection of the improvement in our team. 
Thank you to our Zone Coach Matthew Ryan for his commitment in getting the team prepared and also Brumbies for their 
encouragement and support. 

Broulee Dolphins and Batemans Bay entered Junior Rugby teams in the ACT competition for ages 10 through to 18. 
Congratulations to Batemans Bay U10’s on winning their division Grand Final. Batemans Bay girls Rugby teams U14 and U16s 
both trained all season with limited games but no one could question their enthusiasm and it is great to see them getting 
plenty of game time recently. Braidwood Juniors competed in the Goulburn Friday evening competition. 

Thank you to all the volunteers from each participating Club who contributed at any level to getting each team on the paddock. 
I especially thank the Zone Executive, Referees, Club Officials for both our Senior and Junior Rugby teams, our Representative 
Coach and assistants plus all the players and supporters.

Brumbies Rugby has again shown great support for our Zone and I thank everyone who has contributed and supported us to 
continue Rugby on the South Coast.

SOUTH COAST RUGBY UNION
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Thank you Brumbies Rugby for conducting the 2016 
tournament and thank you to South Coast Rugby and your 
volunteers for hosting the tournament. A special thank you 
to the Queanbeyan Whites for the use of their facilities once 
again this year. Coaching and support staff included, manager 
Gary Stephens, trainer Anthony White, and when available, 
Mik Webber was able to assist in a coaching role.

After a three-year tenure I was contemplating not nominating 
to allow a changing of the guard as such, but due to the lack 
of applicants for the Head Coach and all other positions, I 
accepted the role once again and was lucky enough to have 
the other support staff agree to be part of this year’s program 
at reasonably short notice. Due to the fact that I was not 
expecting to coach this year, notifications to clubs and players 
may not have been as early as I would have liked, however we 
still had four weeks to prepare for the tournament.

This year saw a big turnover of players from the previous 
year’s squad, which may end up a positive thing in the 
long term, with some new blood who hopefully found the 
experience worthwhile. Only four players had experience 
in this tournament previously with just two returning from 
2015.

Numbers were poor throughout each training session with, 
at best 10 -12 at each run, with exception of the final session 
on the Wednesday before the matches. 

As you can appreciate preparation was not ideal. Sam Irwin 
(Brumbies) was tireless in his efforts to drum up some 
support from clubs to the eleventh hour, even opening up the 
lower grades of the premier clubs to garner some support 

in some key positions. Manager Gary Stephens, I know, both 
emailed and rang representatives of all clubs eligible for 
selection. He was assured that information provided would 
be passed onto all players. I would guarantee that it does 
not, or certain individuals assert their negative opinions to 
prospective players. Due to these efforts a full and reasonably 
well balanced squad was able to represent Monaro.

Second Division clubs represented were Yass (x4) and 
Jindabyne (x3), First Division clubs ADFA (x3), Hall (x1), 
Goulburn (x4), Young (x5), Cooma (x3) and Uni Norths (x2). 
As previous years there are clubs who support this program 
regularly and clubs that do not.

Despite the results on the score board, I think the side 
improved through the weekend. The communication, on field 
problem solving and adjustments, and never give in attitude 
was excellent, as was the behaviour all through the weekend. 
I enjoyed working with this group. Obviously SIRU are the 
bench mark and we competed strongly for parts of that 
match. Congratulations to South Coast on their tournament. 
I think they benefited from the inclusion of the Bungendore 
players in particular their combinations and familiarity, and 
were complimented with some very good performances from 
the players from other South Coast clubs. Monaro players 
featured in discussions for consideration to be selected 
the Provincial side with one selection and a couple of near 
misses. Unfortunately, not as strong as a representation as 
previous years. 

I know there has been discussions on whether this program 
requires some tweaking. Below are a couple of points for 
consideration and discussion.

MONARO 
REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAM
BRUMBIES PROVINCIAL TOURNAMENT 11-13 JUNE 2016
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Coaching – High Profile and/or Neutral Coach? – A high profile 
coach may create some interest. Also there seems to be a 
stigma attached with some clubs playing under coaches with 
strong contacts to other clubs. Whilst I am passionate about 
developing my coaching by taking on roles such as Monaro 
perspective players may look to play under someone not 
from the “same stock” as themselves?    

Player Quality & Commitment – If the best players in the 
Monaro competition were available and committed no doubt 
the team would be more competitive. Training Wednesday 
nights in a neutral, central location was not a great success 
this year. But alternative Sunday sessions are not popular 
either. I don’t see an alternative outside of this. However 
please note that the club with the best representation (Young) 
had a near perfect attendance to all sessions and the longest 
distance to travel.    

Selections – Personally it has been difficult to perform as a 
basically sole selector for Monaro due to my week to week 
coaching commitments and personal restraints, thus not 
being able to attend matches/club training etc.  In my time 
as coach, players have expressed their interest, attended 
training sessions and been selected. Generally there has been 
a good spread of representation from clubs. Obviously players 
from Goulburn have represented well for reasons such as 
the club has always supported Monaro and they have been 
dominant in their competition for a while now. Other clubs 
in the First Division have generally supported the concept 
well whilst clubs in the Second Division, with the exception of 
Jindabyne, have generally not. I am not sure if I support the 

inclusion of Premier 3rd and 4th grade sides in the selection 
process. I have seen some responses from Premier clubs and 
the general tone seems to be non-supportive as players have 
other avenues within their clubs to gain higher honours.   

Format of Future Provincial Tournaments –Whilst the current 
format is OK, I have no doubt the long weekend time slot 
does not help with availability. The idea of a match between 
Monaro and South Coast (Midweek/Sunday), and a section of 
those to play SIRU on a standalone weekend, hold some merit 
especially with logistics/budgets considered. Maybe throw it 
back onto the clubs to play on the long weekend as a club 
round thus freeing up a weekend? Or play matches as curtain 
raisers to Brumbies or NRC as another inducement? 

In closing, whilst there seems to be a negative tone to this 
report, please take it as some feedback to improve/tweak the 
tournament. I fully support the Monaro program, and have 
done when able since my first selection in the early 1990s. It 
needs to survive and thrive as not all players are able to try 
their hand in bigger a better competitions due to work and 
personal circumstances. It’s fantastic to be able to play with 
the guys you are frequently facing against a quality opposition.

I understand there may be some future discussions on this 
program and would like to be part of this. I am also happy to 
discuss any of the matters put forward in this report.

Thanks again for the opportunity.

David Anable
Head Coach

2016 Monaro Representative Program
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The 2016 Brumbies Provincial team were defeated by the 
NSW Country Cockatoos 48-5 at Bathurst on Saturday 16 June 
2016. 

Country led 15-0 early in the game through strong forward 
play and speed.  Battling to contain the set piece of the 
Cockatoos, the Provincial team were conceding points at 
regular intervals with the half time scoreboard reading 22-0.

With some changes to the pack, the Provincial side were able 
to work their way into the second half and, after a series of 
strong scrum efforts, crossed in the left corner with a try to 
Wagga Ag College winger Riley Brennan. 

That was the last time Provincial would trouble the scorers, 
however as the Cockatoos took it up a level defensively and 
off the back of sustained pressure piled on 19 unanswered 
points in the last 20 minutes of the match.

Our best for the evening were props James Daley and Wes 
Malton, blindside flanker Tanian Naude and outside backs 
Angus Le Lievre and Riley Brennan. While disappointed with 
the outcome, the provincial boys gallantly played the match 
out in good spirits.

Brumbies Provincial 5 defeated by NSW Country Cockatoos 
48 .

2016 BRUMBIES PROVINCIAL TEAM 

Dan Patu (Leeton Phantoms), Tom Dunstan (Wagga 
Waratahs), James Daley (Wagga Waratahs), Matt Meggison 
(Wagga Waratahs), Dan Dowson (Tumut Bulls), Tanian Naude 
(Wagga Ag College), Sam Bunny (Wagga Waratahs), Andy 
Goslett (Bungendore), Stu Dyer (Leeton Phantoms), Steven 
Prail (Bungendore), Tom Bollard (Broulee), Tino Manuolevao 
(Tumut Bulls), Angue Le Lievre (Wagga Waratahs), Riley 
Brennan (Wagga Ag College), Steve Tracey (Wagga Waratahs), 
James Bell (Batemans Bay), Wes Malton (Uni-Norths), Soli 
Fili (Leeton Phantoms), Ash Kenny (Batemans Bay), Simon 
Vulilagi (Leeton Phantoms), Siti Watkins (Leeton Phantoms), 
John Steele (Bungendore), Bart Whiteley (Wagga Waratahs)

Coach: Richard Skellem (SIRU)

Assistant Coach: Seru Rogo (SIRU)

Manager: Nick McCarthy (SIRU)

BRUMBIES PROVINCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE TEAM

Brumbies Provincial Tournament Winners - Southern Inland 
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PREMIER DIVISION

First Grade
Tuggeranong 26 def. Queanbeyan 22

Second Grade
Tuggeranong 27 def. Queanbeyan 17 

Colts Grade
Tuggeranong 27 def. Royals 26

FIRST DIVISION

First Grade
Goulburn 18 def. Gungahlin 17

Second Grade
Tuggeranong 25 def. Wests 13

SOUTH COAST MONARO - SECOND DIVISION

Cup Final
Bungendore 21 def. Taralga 15

Plate Final
Batemans Bay 28 def. Boorowa 15

WOMEN’S DIVISION

Royals 27 def. Tuggeranong 12

MONARO REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAM RESULTS

2016 Brumbies Provincial Championships Winners - Southern 
Inland
• Southern Inland 72 def. Monaro 0
• South Coast 50 def. Monaro 12
• Southern Inland 59 def. South Coast 17

BRUMBIES PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVE RESULTS

NSW Country Cockatoos 48 defeated Brumbies Provincial 5

ACT WOMEN’S REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAM RESULTS

Game 1 – ACT 24 def. South Australia 0
Game 2 – ACT 22 def. NSW Country 0
Game 3 – QLD 19 def. ACT 10
National Championship Final – Sydney 35 def. ACT 3

PREMIER DIVISION – HIGHEST TRY SCORERS 
1. Jamie Kotz (Gungahlin) 13

2. Jake Knight (Tuggeranong) 9

3. Phil Ferreria (Uni Norths) 9

4. Frankie Fainifo (Tuggeranong) 9

5. Gareth Bautz (Wests) 8

PREMIER DIVISION – HIGHEST POINT SCORERS
1. Pedro Rolando (Royals) 107

2. Andrew Robinson (Tuggeranong) 85

3. Sam Irwin (Uni-Norths) 84

4. Jamie Kotz (Gungahlin) 83

5. Luke Duffey (Gungahlin) 72

BRUMBIES PROVINCIAL TOURNAMENT 
WINNERS - SOUTHERN INLAND

Premier Division’s Highest Point Scorer 
Pedro Rolando (Royals)

Bungendore’s Captain Andy Goslett lifting the 
South Coast Monaro – 2nd Division Cup
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PREMIER DIVISION COMPETITION

Team - 1st W L D DF BP Pts

Tuggeranong 11 3 0 313 14 70

Queanbeyan 12 2 0 187 8 68

Gungahlin 10 4 0 82 11 63

Royals 7 6 1 31 8 50

Uni-Norths 5 8 1 -35 10 44

Wests 3 11 0 -140 8 32

Easts 0 14 0 -438 7 19

Team - 2nd W L D DF BP Pts

Queanbeyan 13 1 0 332 9 73

Tuggeranong 10 4 0 262 11 63

Gungahlin 9 5 0 243 13 61

Uni-Norths 7 7 0 -20 8 48

Royals 7 7 0 -79 3 43

Wests 2 11 1 -284 4 26

Easts 0 13 1 -454 0 15

Team - Colts W L D DF BP Pts

Royals 14 0 0 508 13 82

Tuggeranong 11 3 0 306 12 68

Gungahlin 7 5 2 53 7 51

Queanbeyan 7 7 0 138 10 50

Wests 5 8 1 -111 5 39

Uni-Norths 3 10 1 -361 6 32

Easts 0 14 0 -533 1 13

SOUTH COAST MONARO - 2ND DIVISION

Team W L Df BP Pts

Bungendore 13 0 451 9 70

Taralga 12 1 369 12 68

Crookwell 9 4 230 8 52

Jindabyne 7 6 140 9 45

Batemans Bay 6 7 97 10 42

Boorowa 6 7 -73 7 39

Yass 5 8 -185 7 35

Harden 4 9 -191 4 28

Broulee 2 11 -301 5 21

Milton 1 12 -537 1 13

1st DIVISION COMPETITION

Team - 1st W L D Df BP Pts

Gungahlin 14 3 0 368 13 69

Hall 13 4 0 238 14 66

Goulburn 12 4 1 302 12 62

Queanbeyan 11 5 1 156 12 58

Tuggeranong 10 7 0 181 15 55

Uni-Norths 10 6 1 93 9 51

Royals 8 7 2 99 10 46

Young 4 11 2 -123 8 28

ADFA 5 11 1 -93 4 26

Cooma 4 12 1 -144 3 21

Wests 3 12 2 -399 4 20

Easts 2 14 1 -678 0 10

Team - 2nd W L D Df BP Pts

Tuggeranong 15 1 1 568 15 79

Wests 13 1 3 412 14 72

Queanbeyan 14 3 0 185 10 66

Young 11 6 0 125 12 56

Royals 9 7 1 12 10 48

RMC 7 8 2 26 6 38

Hall 7 10 0 -141 9 37

Cooma 6 11 0 -136 8 32

Gungahlin 4 11 2 -244 6 26

Uni-Norths 4 12 1 -255 6 24

Goulburn 4 13 0 -304 5 21

ADFA 3 14 0 -248 5 17

WOMEN’S DIVISION COMPETITION

Team - Colts B W L D Df Pts

Tuggeranong 7 0 1 293 4 34

Uni-Norths 5 2 1 203 4 26

Royals 5 3 0 271 5 25

Gungahlin 2 6 0 -433 2 10

ADFA 0 8 0 -334 0 0

2016 ACTRU SENIOR LADDERS
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RUGBY DEVELOPMENT 2016
In 2016, we have again experienced 
expansion in our Rugby Development 
Team. For the first time we have two 
fulltime Development Officers based 
in Canberra (looking after the ACT and 
South Coast-Monaro regions), along 
with a third fulltime Development 
Officer based in Wagga Wagga (looking 
after the Southern Inland region). We 
also grew the number of part-time 
Development Officers to three this year, 
with one of these staff members having 
a clear focus on our female space. 

Over the past 12 month’s programs 
such as the ‘GAME ON’ Program, an 
Australian Rugby Union incentivised 
program, along with ‘VIVA7s’, have 
shown significant growth throughout 
our catchment areas. Our school based 
Gala Days and school based clinics, 
along with increased interest in Sevens 
Rugby, especially within our younger 
female demographic after our Aussie 
Pearls won Gold at RIO has resulted 
in large growth across the board. This 
was reflected in the strong participation 
numbers we recorded in the secondary 
school Sevens competitions, and in our 
newly formatted female 7’s Tournament, 
the SUPER 7’s which focuses on females 
from the U14, U16 and Open Women’s 
divisions.

This year’s Matt Giteau Cup, a primary 
school 10-a-side knockout competition 
in terms one and two, saw over 120 
teams sign up to play, with the finalists 
eventually playing at GIO (Canberra) 
Stadium as a Super Rugby curtain raiser. 
Our development camps were another 
highlight of the year, with stronger 
numbers across the two separate boys’ 
camps, and for the second year, the 
Girls Emerging Talent Camp saw 50 
teenage girls signed up for the two-day 
camp at Brumbies Headquarters. 

The involvement of the elite squad 
was again welcomed this year, with 
the Brumbies players joining a number 
of our programs. Players performed 
the role of supporters, presenters, 
role models, recruiters, and of course 
coaches in a number of our offerings 
throughout the year and we thank the 
team for their continued support.

RUGBY CAMPS
Emerging Talent Week – Boys
The Emerging Talent Camps entered 
their third year, with camps held at 

both the Australian Institute of Sport 
and Brumbies Headquarters. This camp 
successfully allowed us to use world 
class facilities for all camps. Two boys 
Emerging Talent Camps were held 
over the week long period during the 
October school holidays. Players came 
from as far as Queensland to attend 
the camp which shows the quality that 
the camp provides attracting players 
from all over the country. The first camp 
featured U13 and U14 players, with 
the second camp featuring U15, U16 
and U17 players. The camps provided 
the players with the opportunity to live 
and train as a professional athlete, as 
well as offering quality coaching from 
both Brumbies community staff, and 
Brumbies elite team players. There 
were 140 boys involved in the training 
camps throughout the week, which 
provided a great opportunity for players 
to be identified by both Brumbies Youth 
7’s and ACT Schoolboys Coaches.

Emerging Talent Week – Girls

The Emerging Talent Camp program 
was expanded to girls in 2015, with 
high hopes for its second year with 
the growth of rugby amongst females 
growing rapidly. This year’s event 
saw the camp move to the Australian 
Institute of Sport and gave the girls the 
opportunity to use world class facilities. 
Teenage girls from U13 to U17 age 
groups were given the opportunity to 
apply to attend. The camp allowed the 
girls to train intensively over two days, 
and take part in both 12-a-side and 
7-a-side matches during the July school 
holidays. We expect to get continued 
growth in our Girls Camp after the 
historical victory our Aussie Pearls had 
at the RIO Olympic Games, and young 
girls have been flocking to the game 
with dreams of Gold Medals and World 
travel. 

HOLIDAY CLINICS
The School Holiday Program allows 
children from ages 7-12 to participate in 
rugby clinics across the ACT & Southern 
NSW. 2016 saw the first January Holiday 
clinics held at Brumbies Headquarters 
over the course of three days during 
the last week of the school holidays. 
165 children attended the camp across 
the three days and with the Brumbies 
Squad in the middle of pre-season 
training the attendees got the chance to 

meet and greet their Brumbies heroes, 
whilst also having the chance to sit 
and watch the squad train. July school 
holiday clinics were also held across the 
Brumbies region. In total, 10 clinics were 
held across Brumbies territory, with 
approximately 350 children signing up 
and taking part. Overall, these numbers 
have dropped across our regions. 
Unfortunately, bad weather (rain and 
low temperatures) during the three 
days of Canberra clinics and also across 
the Southern Inland region certainly 
affected numbers for those particular 
clinics. 

BUDDING BRUMBIES
Previously, Budding Brumbies was 
only held in November. Some clubs are 
now looking at holding their Budding 
Brumbies programs in term one of 
the school year to try and improve the 
transfer of kids from Budding Brumbies 
into their U7-U9 Saturday club rugby 
numbers. 2016 saw six venues run 
Budding Brumbies; three in Canberra 
and three in our South Coast/Monaro 
region. Numbers at each of the six 
venues were similar to 2015, however 
we have experienced a drop in numbers 
with SIRU clubs not running the program 
in 2016 but aiming to hold programs 
early in 2017. 

SCHOOLS RUGBY
In 2016 our Schools Rugby offerings 
have again been well supported across 
our zones. Participation rates have 
continued to grow amongst our various 
gala day events, especially in our female 
space with girls under 16 years of age. 
The number of clinics we are delivering 
in schools has continued its strong 
increase over recent years. 2016 also 
saw all our High School and College 
Gala Days being held at Southwell Park, 
Lyneham. 

The Brumbies College Sevens 
Tournament for Year 11/12 boys and 
girls was again held in term one, with 
65 teams participating in the College 
Sevens, which is up one team from last 
year. With the growth of the game in the 
year 10 age group, we look forward to 
a higher number for 2017. This year’s 
College Finals was taken out by Erindale 
College in both the boys and girls 
competition.

The third year of the Brumbies High 
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Brumby Jack at St Gregory’s Primary School, Queanbeyan

School Sevens competitions for boys 
and girls in Year 7/8 and Year 9/10 age 
groups also saw an increase in team 
numbers. In total we had 170 teams 
participating in all competitions, up by 20 
teams from last year. At the conclusion 
of all district and regional qualifiers, the 
winning schools are invited to attend the 
finals day held in Canberra.  2016 saw 
both the College 7’s and the High School 
7’s Finals day combined with almost 
47 teams qualifying for the hugely 
successful Grand Finals day, which was 
held at Southwell Park, Lyneham. 

The Matt Giteau Cup, developed in 2010 
to promote rugby in Primary Schools 
across Canberra and the surrounding 
region, was held at Campese Oval 
hosted by the Queanbeyan Whites 
Juniors. The competition saw a massive 
increase with an additional 16 teams in 
2016, taking the total number of teams 
to 40 in this year’s event. Canberra 
Grammar won the Year 5/6 division and 
Kaleen Primary School for the second 
year running won the Year 3/4 division 
meaning both schools qualified for 
the Primary School Finals which were 
played as curtain raisers to a Brumbies 
game at GIO Stadium. (see below).

In 2016 the Primary School 
Championships featured two divisions – 
Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 and this resulted 
in a very pleasing amount of teams 
entering the competition across the 
three regions. 120 teams across all 
the regional qualifiers and the finals 
series participated. Most importantly, 
the finals were played as a curtain 
raiser to the Brumbies v Queensland 
Reds Super Rugby match. The Primary 
School Finals at GIO Stadium featured 
10 teams across the two age divisions. 
These teams were made up of the best 
Southern Inland teams, the best South 
Coast teams and the best ACT teams 
(from the Matt Giteau Cup). All players 
at the event received Brumbies scarves 
with the winners of each division getting 
medals and a trophy for the school’s 
trophy cabinet. Also, this year each 
team in the finals had professional 
photos taken then framed so that they 
could display it at their schools.  

National Rugby Week was again very 
successful for our regions, with just 
under 14,000 students (5000 up on 
last year) from over 50 schools signing 
up. The South Coast/Monaro region 
featured 21 of those schools with just 
under 4000 kids participating. Students 
involved in National Rugby Week 
participated in rugby activities with 
either development staff or teaching 
staff for at least 30 minutes during the 
promotion. With 800 schools across 

the country participating in National 
Rugby Week, it was our very own St 
Bede’s Primary School, Braidwood that 
took home the National Rugby Week 
Winning School, collecting a signed 
Wallabies Jumper for all their hard work 
and commitment to promoting the 
game within their school community. 

With Sevens taking off in 2016 our 
15-a-side Gala Day numbers have 
declined this year, especially in the 
College area, with the Stephen Larkham 
Shield not being held in 2016 with 
schools not available in the period we 
had to run the event. What is promising 
moving forward is in 2016 our Brumbies 
Rugby Shield (High School 15-a-side) 
saw an uplift in teams.

BRUMBY JACK ATTACK
Our Brumby Jack Attack one-day clinic 
has taken a different direction in 2016, 
with the focus turned towards children 
from kindergarten to year two. With 
GAME ON (see below) becoming a 
driving force for our development staff 
for the older age group, Brumby Jack 
Attack is still a huge focus for those that 
haven’t yet experienced rugby.  

GAME ON
The GAME ON program has gone from 
only 10 schools in 2015 to 46 schools in 
2016. The program is supported by the 
Australian Sports Commission and the 
Sporting Schools organisation, which 
allows schools access to grants to help 
run the program. Run over a 5-week 
period it gives our development officers 
a great opportunity to have more visits 
with the one school, which in turn 
sees the kids get more unique rugby 
experiences. 

With over 4000 kids active in the GAME 
ON program for 2016, we can only see 
larger growth for this program for the 
coming years. 

REPRESENTATIVE RUGBY
The Associated Southern Colleges (ASC) 
v Combined Secondary Colleges (CSC) 
match again took place during term 
two. This annual match acts as an ACT 
Schoolboys selection trial. In 2016, 46 
boys were selected to represent their 
respective teams. From this game, a 
30-man squad was named to travel 
to Albury to play a trial game against 
Victoria.  The ASC Team was able to 
claim back the Brother Wayne Duncan 
Memorial Shield for 2016, winning 
15-10 at Brumbies Headquarters. In 
the weeks following the trial, the ACT 
Schoolboys team was selected and 
competed at the Australian National 
Schoolboy Championships at St Ignatius 
College, Sydney. Following some strong 
performances, the team finished 
seventh, though with just one more 
win in pool play would have made the 
final. Encouragingly the ACT Schoolboys 
dominated the selection table, with five 
boys being selected for the Australian 
Schoolboys Team and two boys for the 
Australian Barbarians Team. 
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ACT Schoolgirls Team v NSW CHS Schoolgirls

PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Primary School (PSSA) Inter-District 
Carnival was held at Southwell Park, 
Lyneham. With five teams locked in for 
the day, each team played four games, 
with South Weston Black winning the 
Kookaburra Cup with four victories. The 
championship also acts as a trial for 
the ACT Schools U12’s representative 
side. 2016 saw the ACT Schools U12’s 
representative team travel to Adelaide, 
South Australia for the National PSSA 
Exchange. 

The ACT team defeated only Northern 
Territory, however losses to Victoria, 
NSW and South Australia meant the ACT 
finished in fourth position.

SCHOOLGIRLS RUGBY
2016 has been a year of growth for rugby 
in the female space with girls flocking 
to the game, especially in the Sevens 
space. For the third year running, a 
part-time Women’s Rugby Development 
Officer (Irene MacArthur) was employed 
to focus on female participation across 
our territory. This position allowed us to 
deliver some strong results in the girl’s 
game, which continues to be one of the 
real areas of growth for rugby in our 
region. But it has been our South Coast/
Monaro region showing the real growth 
with Bega, Eden, Batemans Bay and 
Narooma attending nearly all Gala Days 
held from 7’s to 10’s. The Schoolgirl’s 10’s 
was originally set to run on 8 June and 
had 24 teams registered to participate 
with 14 teams coming from year’s 7/8 
division. Due to bad weather, the day 
was postponed three times and didn’t 
get underway until 19 October causing 
a drop in team numbers, with just 15 
available for the rescheduled date. 

The ACT Schoolgirls 15-a-side 
representative team played three 
fixtures in 2016, with one match against 
a touring New Zealand schoolgirl team, 
Aotea College. The Schoolgirls lost all 
three games but showed improvement 
throughout every fixture. In the first 
match against Western Sydney at 
Canberra Grammar, the local girls went 
down 17-5. This game saw the girls 
dominate scrums, lineouts and restarts, 
something that showed throughout 
the three games. The girls lost their 
second match to a very strong NSW CHS 
Schoolgirl Representative side, played 
at Merrylands High School 60-0. Though 
the score line wasn’t great the team 
showed fight and resilience through the 
entire game.  Game three saw the ACT 
Schoolgirls host a touring NZ Schoolgirls 
team, played at RMC Duntroon. By far the 
strongest game our girls played, scoring 
some well-structured tries and starting 
to show some game understanding, 
unfortunately the girls went down 39-
10 to a well organised NZ Schoolgirls 
but the improvement shown has given 
our coaches a lot to be excited about 
for 2017. Thank you to Josh Vaughan, 
David Boyle and Kym Darmody for their 
coaching and organisation of this team, 
and for their ongoing commitment to 
girl’s rugby in our region.

SUPER 7’S SERIES
After the success of our Australian 
Women’s 7’s team the revived spring 
program, now known as the Super 
7’s Series, was launched on the 24 
September and ran over four different 
weekends targeting aspiring female 
rugby players.  The four tournament 7’s 
circuit encouraged all clubs/ schools to 
compete at each individual tournament 

to win series points, which were then 
used to determine the finals day draw 
and ultimately the series winners. 
The major emphasis was on female 
participation with divisions in Girls U14, 
U16 and Open Women. Come finals day 
we welcomed Boys in the U14, U16 and 
U18 divisions.

Events were held in Jindabyne, Goulburn 
and Braidwood, with the Finals day being 
hosted by the Brumbies Development 
staff in Canberra. Across the four 
tournaments, 12 women’s teams, seven 
U16 teams and seven U14’s teams 
competed with an average of 15 players 
in each squad, seeing 390 females play 
7’s rugby across the four events. Finals 
series winners were Far South Coast in 
the U14’s, Batemans Bay won the U16’s 
division and Southern Inland (SIRU) 
took out the women’s division, going 
through the 7’s series without losing a 
game, showing their dominance at each 
event they competed in. With 7’s rugby 
on the rise amongst females, numbers 
can only grow with our Super 7’s Series 
in 2017, with the South Coast, Tumut 
and Southern Inland clubs all showing 
interest in hosting events. 

A big thank you to Irene MacArthur for 
all her work in running such a successful 
program, the support of the clubs who 
hosted and the development staff who 
assisted at each event. 

CONCLUSION
2016 has again produced strong growth 
and interest in all our development 
offerings especially within the female 
space. We have seen strong growth in 
the vast majority of our school based 
offerings, as well as high interest in 
our GAME ON program. This has been 
the trend for a number of years now. 
The challenge we face is ensuring this 
growth continues, and importantly that 
we continue to develop offerings that 
facilitate the growth of Junior club rugby 
numbers, which in 2016 saw a good 
increase. Much credit must go to the 
hard-working development staff this 
year. It’s no secret that as a sport, our 
level of funding is far smaller than our 
rivals, however our staff, through hard 
work, have achieved excellent results 
in a challenging environment. We look 
forward to 2017 with a renewed focus 
on increasing our rugby participation 
across all aspects of community rugby 
in the ACT & Southern NSW.

Damien Tyson
Senior Rugby Development Officer



56

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

PATHWAYS
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2016 UNDER 20’S
The new Under 20 format, developed 
by the ARU in consultation with the 
five major franchises, was a successful 
tournament. Queensland took out 
the championship with NSW, Victoria 
and ourselves winning two and losing 
two games each. The enormity and 
detail that goes into a program of this 
magnitude cannot be underestimated. I 
would like to thank the entire coaching 
and management staff as well as all 
the players for their work ethic, energy 
and professionalism in making the 
Brumbies Under-20 Colts program such 
an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

MANAGEMENT/STAFF
• Head Coach – Russell Ingram
• Assistant Coach – Marco Caputo
• Assistant Coach – Paul Simonsson
• Manager – Brett Irwin
• Athletic Performance Coach – 

Ben Norcott
• Athletic Performance Assistant – 

Angus Teece
• Assistant Manager – Deon Norval
• Medical – Dr Peter Cole and 

Dr Samantha Pomroy
• Physiotherapist – Dan Mannix
• Assistant Physio (Intern) – Will Yates
• Performance Analyst – Vy Vu.

SQUAD MEMBERS
Forwards; Sione Faalelie, Angus Wagner, 
Tyrel Lomax, Marcus Cutler, Thomas 
Ross, Siuta Tai, Samuel Samuelu, Tevita 
Unga Wolske, Darcy Swain, Cameron 
Holt, Oliver Adams, Zac Shepherd, Levi 
Goodwin-Shaw, Fualolo Sione, Bruce 
Junior Monu, Lewis Bozatto, Angus 
Allen, Dean Paragalli, Brodie Leber, 

Backs; Mitchell Douch, Ryan Lonergan, 
Nick Jooste, Harry Tyson, Jordan Jackson-
Hope, Isiah Tittor, Trai Henderson, Kuti 
Tahau, Thomas Hall, Sam Ross, Cole 
Davis, Jamie Kotz, Geoffrey Robertson

COMPETITION RESULTS
Defeated by NSW U20 19-31 (T: Sione, 

Tyson, Kotz, C: Tyson (2))

Defeated Force U20, 21-13 (T: Douch, S 
Ross, C: Jooste, P: Jooste (3))

Defeated by Reds U20, 20-34 (T: Tittor, 
Sione, Allen, C: Jooste, P: Jooste)

Defeated Rebels U20, 44-21. (T: Sione, 
Kotz, Samuelu, Lonergan, Jackson-Hope, 
C: Jooste (5), P: Jooste (3))

For and against Points 104 – 99, Tries 
13 – 11

AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
SELECTIONS
Four players from the Brumbies U20’s 
gained further honours being selected 
for National U20 sides. Congratulations 
to the following four players for their 
wonderful achievements:
• Jordan Jackson-Hope
• Nick Jooste
• Tyrel Lomax
• Faalalie Sione

2016 WOMEN
The Brumbies Women’s Squad 
comprised of players in the Women’s 
Competition including ACT and Southern 
NSW regions. The squad was made up of 
players from five clubs in the Brumbies 
region. Overall the squad performed 
well throughout the program securing 
2nd place at nationals for a second year 
running.

MANAGEMENT
• Coach – Tom Beinke
• Assistant Coach – Jo Kolo
• Manager – Renee Fleming
• Trainers – Liam Slater
• Physiotherapist - Kristian Waller.

TRIALS
15 May – Camden - ACT 12 defeated by 
Sydney 25
12 June - SOUTHERN STATES 
CHAMPIONSHIP – Wagga Wagga
ACT v Victoria ACT Won – 46 – 0
ACT v NSW Country – ACT Won – 15-7

WOMEN’S XV NATIONALS
Game 1 Defeated South Australia 26 – 0
Game 2 defeated NSW Country 24 – 0
Game 3 defeated by Queensland 10 – 19
Championship Final - defeated by 
Sydney 3 – 35

COMPETITION AND RESULTS
The women’s side were runners up again 
for the second year running and were 
quite competitive against the Sydney 
side (who are very experienced and 
have many Wallaroos representative). 
The side is a relatively young side and 
will hopefully go one better next year 
with some continuity of teammates 
and coaching. The goal is to no longer 
accept 2nd place as we believe we have 
the players and support in place to win 
in 2017.

GRAND FINAL
The ACT Brumbies Women’s Team 
finished runners up at the Buildcorp 
National Championships following a 
35-3 defeat to Sydney in the Grand 
Final. The ACT girls fought valiantly 
until the end, giving a great account 
for themselves despite being the 
much younger side in the contest. 
Veterans Louise Burrows and Shellie 
Millward led from the front, providing 
good go forward and strong defence 
in the trenches for the Brumbies side. 
Paremo Marsh was also impressive for 
the Brumbies, showing great pace and 
footwork on the wing including making 
a number of big runs.

The match started off well for the 
Brumbies, the team putting in big 
tackles and putting their fancied 
opponents on the back foot early. The 
Brumbies utilised a strong set piece to 
create scoring chances but were unable 
to take advantage early in the game. 
After 15 minutes Sydney finally broke 
the deadlock, inside centre Hannah Sio 
breaking through a number of would-
be tacklers to score next to the posts. 
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Ashleigh Hewson converted the try and 
Sydney took a 7-0 lead.

The try started a roll on for Sydney, 
the defending champions putting the 
Brumbies under immense pressure for 
the next 10 minutes. Sydney No.8 and 
player of the tournament Victoria Latu 
continued to break the line, giving her 
team front foot ball and gaining metres 
for her side. The Brumbies team held 
strong though, not conceding another 
point in the first half before earning 
a penalty right on halftime. Taylor 
Stanford converted the opportunity 
and the Brumbies went in to the break 
trailing 7-3.

The second half started well for Sydney, 
Hewson being put over the try line 
under the posts almost immediately. 
After converting her own try they 
extended the lead to 14-3. Only minutes 
later Sydney extended their lead again, 
Hewson kicking two quick successive 
penalties to give them a 20-3 lead. The 
defending champions continued to push 
and were rewarded again, replacement 
Alexandra Sulusi scoring in the corner 
and giving Sydney a 25-3 lead.

A few minutes later Sydney were 
over for their fourth, Evelyn Horomia 
barging over from close range to push 
the lead out to 30-3. With only minutes 
remaining Sydney put the icing on the 
cake, replacement winger Kim Davey 
showing exceptional pace to score in 
the corner and bring the final score to 
35-3.

The Brumbies Women’s team were 
rewarded with a second place finish, a 
great effort for the young side.

SYDNEY 35 (T: Sio, Hewson, Sulusi, 
Horomia, Davey< C: Hewson (3), P: 
Hewson (2)) defeated BRUMBIES 3 (P: 
Stanford)

Forwards: Meagan Ayers, Brittney 
Bedford, Millie Boyle, Kate Brown, 
Louise Burrows, Peta Cox, Sammy 
Maxwell, Bridget McNee, Shellie 
Millward, Georgia O’Neil, Simone Tate, 
Violeta Tupuola, Kim Wilson

Backs: Sarah Carter, Nikki D’ Aquino, 
Kasey Dragisic, Narelle Johnson, Irene 
Macarthur, Paremo Marsh, Kiara 
Meredith-Brown, Darcy Read, Taylor 
Stanford, Remi Wilson

Wallaroo Squad Members: Millie Boyle, 
Louise Burrows, Georgia O’Neil, Violeta 
Tupuola, Kasey Dragisic

Two Caps to Louse Burrows in Tests v 
NZ Black Ferns 

NATIONAL 7’S SELECTIONS

Boys Australian U18 Sevens Squad
Caleb Malisauskas
Tayn Atkins

Girls Australian U18 Sevens Squad
Millie Boyle
Claudia Obst

Men’s Australian Sevens Squad
Thomas Cusack 
Lewis Holland

Women’s Australian Sevens Squad
Alicia Quirk
Sharnie Williams

JUNIOR GOLD CUP 2016
The 2016 Junior Gold Cup program 
allowed Brumbies teams selected in the 
U17 and U15 age groups to compete in 
the National Gold Cup Championships. 
Each age group had 16 or 24 teams 
respectively across the country, and the 
ACT performed exceptionally with the 
U15’s again playing in the Grand Final 
against Western Australia and the U17 
team going down to Metropolitan West 
(Sydney) after the bell in the semi-final 
at TG Milner Field.  

UNDER 17 MANAGEMENT
• Head Coach – Anthony Doherty
• Assistant Coach – Rodney Hayes
• Manager – Kelvin Armstrong
• Trainers – Angus Teece
• Physiotherapist – James Pearce 

UNDER 17 SQUAD
James Bundy, Joseph Caputo, Oliver 
Efkarpidis, Sterling Doyle, Tauati  Chan-
Tung, Jack Mann, Nick Katsogiannis, 
Jack Gilmour, Liam Bashford, Joel 
Atkins, Lachlan Osbourne, Brendan 
Jimenez, Connor Smith, Seamus 
Smith, Apenisa Driti, Ali Ngahe, Zac 
Perrin, Thomas Haddad, Will Holland, 
Ignacio Bonsembiante, Ben Love, 
William Goddard, Corey Meredith, Neil 
Matthieson , Junior Soli, Marc Szabo.

UNDER 15 MANAGEMENT
• Head Coach – Andrew Fleming
• Assistant Coach – Adam Hall
• Manager – Fiona Austine
• Trainers – Angus Teece
• Physiotherapist – James Pearce 

UNDER 15 SQUAD
Aidan Tolich, Alex Prail, Anthony 
Macarlino , Anthony Sloane, Chris 
Dennis, Damon Stamatis, Daryl Bailey, 
David Kirk, Eamon McCoola , Edward 
Nketia, Emmauel Posantels, Harrison 
Newby, Isimeli Vaili, Jake Herse, Joshua 
Tape, Matt Parisotto, Neueli Mariner, 
Riley Coleman, Ruan Rensburg, Samuel 
Mickelson, Ted Pearson, Thomas 
Mclean, Tyson Kelly, Wezley Alexander, 
Zac Patterson, Zac Ross.

JUNIOR GOLD CUP RESULTS - U15

14 Feb 
Sydney 
South 

Harbour

 15 
drew 

15 
ACT

20 Feb South 
Australia

 0 
def by 

56 
ACT

5 Mar  ACT
 87 
def 
5 

Hunter

6 Mar ACT
 45 
def 
27 

Sydney 
North 

Harbour

12 Mar ACT
 53 
def 
0 

Northern 
Inland

SF20 
Mar

Western 
NSW

 17 
def by 

22 
ACT

GF26 
Mar 

Western 
Australia

 24 
def 
14 

ACT

JUNIOR GOLD CUP RESULTS - U17

14 Feb Met. West  12 def 
0 ACT

20 Feb South 
Australia

 0 def 
by 59 ACT

5 Mar ACT  33 def 
22 

Eastern 
Province

6 Mar ACT  38 def 
14 Met. East

12 Mar Southern 
Province

 0 def 
by 32 ACT

SF20 
Mar Met. West  19 def 

18 ACT



58

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

 Lachlan Lonergan was selected for Australian Schoolboys 
representative honours in 2016

ACT SCHOOLS RUGBY
Following on from the 2015 campaign, the Executive and 
Management Team (Coaching Staff) met in November to 
review the current program. Feedback from this review 
provided the opportunity to make some minor changes to 
the 2016 program to better meet the needs of the team and 
players. Unfortunately in late November the Executive had to 
act quickly to address the loss of head coach Tim Sedgwick 
(St Edmund’s College) to sunny Queensland (Marist Brothers 
Ashgrove) and Assistant Coach Adam Fahey (Queanbeyan 
Rugby) due to increasing work commitments. The Executive 
would like to thank both Tim and Adam for their commitment 
and support of ACT Schools Rugby over the past years and 
wish them well in their new endeavours. 

The task to find a replacement was made easier by one of ACT 
Schools Rugby’s recent initiatives to allow a teacher / coach to 
shadow the program, be involved and be mentored by the 
management team. Daniel Hawke (Erindale College) fulfilled 
this role during the 2015 program and was promoted to Head 
Coach for the 2016 campaign. His exposure to the program 
during 2015 allowed an easier transition into the role. After 
a number of discussions and telephone calls Daniel put 
forward Ben McGee (Daramalan College) as his assistant and 
was accepted by the Executive. After this minor setback all 
things were in place for the 2016 program. 

The program commenced in early April, with two open training 
days scheduled to be facilitated by Brumbies Emerging 
Coaches under the direction of ACT Schoolboys coaching 
staff.  Unfortunately inclement weather forced the first 
training session to be cancelled. With the emerging coaches 
running drills and implementing game day policies during the 

second training, ACT schoolboy staff were free to watch and 
review all boys during the day. This opportunity, plus constant 
communication between all programs and groups, (Brumbies 
U18  emerging talent, Junior Gold U17’s, ACT U16’s, ACT Sevens, 
Club/School Coaches and knowledgeable rugby persons 
within the ACT rugby community involved with schools rugby) 
allowed the management team to have excellent knowledge 
and coverage of all players. Approximately 70 boys attended 
the training. 

This group was reduced to two selected teams which trained 
together in preparation for the annual ACS v CSC fixture. The 
ASC v CSC fixture is one of the final selection opportunities for 
boys to claim their spot. ASC defeated CSC to win the Shield. A 
squad of 30 boys was then selected to play the final trial game 
against a Victorian Schoolboys team in Albury on the Saturday 
of the June long weekend. The management team then met 
and selected the final 23 boys to contest the Australian 
Schoolboys Championships. At this time, the management 
team had to find a replacement Physiotherapist as Kylie 
Jannsen became unavailable due to family commitments.  
We were very lucky to secure the services of Ben Mortimer at 
short notice and he quickly settled into the role.  

The coaching staff pushed the selected 23 over the final 
six training sessions. The team was developing excellent 
combinations and mateship and there was a great feeling 
within the group with all quietly confident we would make 
an impression during the week with the group possessing 
great understanding of each other and the teams policies 
and goals.
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The ACT Schoolboys provide a talented player 
pathway for aspiring Super Rugby players

The team left for the Australian Schools Championships on 
3 July. Over the week, the boys were continually asked to 
move out of their comfort zones as they gained a small taste 
as to what is required at the next level. The opportunity to 
experience playing against the best players at Schoolboy level 
from across Australia, the opportunity to meet and interact 
with these players during the week, personal development 
opportunities, committing to strict schedules and making 
small personal sacrifices to achieve the end goal, has been 
invaluable. Unfortunately some results did not go our way 
during the week, but the ACT Schools Team made a distinct 
impression on the championships with seven boys being 
recognised for higher honours.

The group enjoyed a very intensive week with great 
experiences, both highs and lows, all being character 
building.  This group will take away life long memories and 
friendships and be better rugby players and young men for 
the experience and opportunity.

RESULTS

Game 1 v NSW 1 lost
Game 2 v QLD 2 lost
Game 3 v Combined States won
Game 4 v Western Australia won 

ACT SCHOOLBOYS SELECTED FOR HIGHER HONOURS IN 2016

Australian Barbarians
Lachlan Osborne (Canberra Grammar School), Mackenzie 
Hansen (Daramalan College), Siaosi Pulefale (St Edmund’s 
College)

Australian Schools
Luke Gersekowski (St Edmund’s College - Captain), Tom Ross 
(Daramalan College), Lachlan Lonergan (Trinity Christian 
School), Ryan Lonegran (Trinity Christian School), Franics Sok 
Tai (Erindale College)

ACT Schoolboys 2016
Fred Kaihea, Lachlan Lonergan, Thomas Ross, Lachlan 
Osborne, Jayme Field, Tayn Atkins, Luke Gersekowski, 
Francis-Soakai Tai, Rya Lonergan, Mackenzie Hansen, Caleb 
Malisauskas, Siaosi Pulefale, William Stokoe, Nicolas Marshall, 
Riley Hughes, Nicholas Katsogiannis, Charles Hancock, Tauati 

Chan Tung, Dominic Monu, Ben Love, Seamus Smith, Riley 
Turner, Jordan Nicholls

Special mention must be made to the departing Tim Sedgwick, 
Adam Fahey and Kylie Jannsen for their support, commitment 
and professionalism over the past years and the start of the 
2016 program. They were all very disappointed in not being 
able to follow this year’s program through but have left a 
lasting impression on ACT Schools Rugby.

Daniel Hawke, Ben McGee and Ben Mortimer jumped in with 
eyes wide open and their enthusiasm and commitment to the 
program was infectious. They left no stone unturned in their 
preparation continually questioning all they did to ensure the 
team came first.  Ben’s support of the players was invaluable. 
ACT Schools’ rugby is better for their involvement.

Thanks also to Pat Langtry for his unwavering commitment, 
support and direction to the team, the program, ACT Schools 
and Australian Schools, His support is immeasurable.

ACT Schools Rugby would like to acknowledge and thank the 
following for their contribution:
• Victorian Schools – trial fixture
• Albury City Council – trial fixture oval
• Albury Steamers – hosting trial fixture
• Victorian Rugby Referees Association
• ACT Rugby Referees Association
• NSW Country trial fixture
• Daramalan College, St Edmund’s College & Queanbeyan 

Rugby – training grounds and facilities
• Brumbies Community Rugby for bus hire and team kit for 

2016
• Brumbies HQ for hosting the ASC v CSC fixture
• Brumbies Development for the emerging coaches training 

days
• Brumbies Development – Damian Tyson
• Daramalan College – Sean McConachie, Tim Hawke, Glen 

Stumbles – for assistance in training.

Mick Pini
Manager, ACT Schools Rugby
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On the back of feedback from 2015 coaches Tim Sedgewick and Adam Fahey, the 2016 ACT Schoolboys restructured its 
preparation for the national’s tournament. 

Initially there were two open training days where the Brumbies Emerging Coaches all ran specific components of the game 
dictated by the Schoolboys coaching team. This allowed players to all learn the policies being put in place before being picked 
in the final team, thus saving time in the long run. Another priority this year was to ensure the ASC vs CSC trial match was on a 
weekend where no club matches were played. This ensured that the best 46 players were available for selection. 

At the conclusion of the trial, 27 players were selected to travel to Albury to play against Victoria. This trial proved invaluable as 
it allowed coaching staff to witness which boys would make the final team and provide feedback for everyone. It also allowed 
the coaching staff to make adjustments to game plans and set piece, knowing what players would be selected.

Training this year was once again held at Queanbeyan. It was convenient for the coaches as it allowed us to have access to a 
field with lights, a room with video access to give feedback and we knew where all equipment was kept. Despite wet weather 
we were able to vary training sessions to maximise feedback and demonstrate to the group what we were trying to achieve.

Depending on how you measure success would determine your thoughts on the program. We finished lower than last year but 
won more games and proved much more competitive. We were one minute away from beating NSW 1 and beat both teams 
which finished third and fourth.

Having seven players selected in the Australian Schools programs highlighted the amazing individual performances on display 
but also the hard work those players have put in in previous years. The way the team played for each other and regrouped 
after heart breaking losses was the key indicator on what a real team is. Everyone contributed and everyone supported each 
other.

I have had feedback from several parents and players stating the enjoyment they had during the program and that they all 
learnt a lot, not only about Rugby, but themselves. This year’s group was the most balanced it has been in years and reflects 
the current ACT U18’s competition. The group of young men were all very well-mannered and keen to learn. My observation of 
the week would suggest that we were the most well-organised as we were never late to an appointment and always cleaned 
our tables and common areas. This reflected the diligent work of Mick and the respect the boys have for him.

Both Ben and I both learnt many lessons this year and would like to thank all the ACT Schools stakeholders and the Brumbies 
whom supported us. Thank you to the people who provided us guidance and mentoring and to most importantly Mick and Ben 
for keeping the team on the field and keeping all of us on time. Finally, we would like to thank all the parents and players for 
their sacrifices they have made to be part of this program. All the young men were a pleasure to work with.

ACT JUNIOR RUGBY UNION AND ACT SCHOOLS

ACT School teams play in the ACTJRU junior competition over a 12 round season.

There are 22 clubs / schools that make up the ACTJRU of which there are eight schools represented. The following chart lists 
the schools and number of teams per age group.

U9 U10 U11 U12 U13 U14 U15 U16 U18
Burgmann College 1 1 1 1 4

Canberra Grammar School 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 3 13

Daramalan College 2 1 1 1 2 17

Marist College 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 18

Radford College 1 1 2

Rosary Primary 1 1

St Edmund’s College 3 3 3 1 2 2 2 3 19

Trinity College 1 1 1 3

St Edmund’s College defeated Darmalan College in the Division 1 U18 Grand Final.

Daniel Hawke
ACT Schoolboys Head Coach

ACT SCHOOLS 
COACH REPORT
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Daniel Hooper delivering the course to budding coaches

COACH EDUCATION
Coach Education delivered a vast array of 
course and accreditation opportunities 
to coaches across Brumbies Rugby 
territory in 2016. This included the 
annual delivery of traditional programs 
such as the Coaching Kids Rugby 
Course, and the Foundation Coaching 
Course across our region. 

Other traditional programs held in 
Canberra again in 2016 included the 
Advanced Coaching Seminar and the 
Level 2 coaching course. Excitingly, 
we added two new Coach Education 
programs this year. First of all, we 
held our first ever Accredited Sevens 
Coaching courses (World Rugby Level 1 
Sevens Coaching Course), to recognise 
the quick growth in this format of the 
game. Secondly, in partnership with the 
ARU, we also established the Emerging 
Coaches Course, a program to fill the 
gap between the current ARU Level 
2 and 3 courses. Coaches within the 
Emerging Coach Program were able 
to acquire their World Rugby Level 3 
Coaching Accreditation.

A major new development from the 
Australian Rugby Union this year, was 
to establish an Online Learning Portal. 
All coach education programs can be 
viewed on this online portal, and it 
allows coaches to check where their own 
accreditation is at, as well as complete 
generic online coaching courses from 
the Australian Sports Commission, and 
via World Rugby. 

Most notably, the mandatory 
SmartRugby coaching course was placed 
onto the online portal, meaning coaches 
can now complete SmartRugby in their 

own time, without having to attend a 
face to face course. This saw 176 ACT 
based coaches complete the online 
SmartRugby course. Unfortunately, the 
system is yet to be able to determine 
between Southern NSW, and NSW 
based coaches, so those figures are 
unavailable.

The Coaching Kids Rugby Course (CKR) 
focuses on developing coaches who 
work with players in the junior player 
pathway from U6’s though to U12’s. 
This course was conducted at 12 venues 
in the Brumbies region (10 venues in 
2015), with 146 coaches involved (up 
from 100 coaches in 2015). 

Foundation Courses were conducted 
four times throughout 2016, with one 
held at Griffith NSW, and the other three 
in Canberra at Brumbies HQ. 2016 saw 
another year of strong participation with 
approximately 80 coaches attending 
again this year.  

After no ARU Level 2 courses were 
held in 2015, we were able to hold a 
record three courses in 2016. The first 
course was held in March, alongside 
the Brumbies v Waratahs Super Rugby 
match. Two further courses were held 
in September, the first of which was 
offered specifically to Brumbies Players, 
and the second course was a combined 
course held with both Brumbies 
Community coaches and Australian 
Defence Force Rugby Union coaches. 39 
coaches sat the Level 2 course this year.

One Advanced Coaching Seminar was 
held in 2016. The course was hosted 
at both Brumbies HQ and the AIS. 

Close to 60 coaches attended and were 
able to observe elite team training in 
the morning, followed by lunch and 
presentations from the Brumbies elite 
coaches including Head Coach Stephen 
Larkham, Forwards Coach Dan McKellar 
and Brumbies Defence Coach Peter 
Ryan. Ben Whitaker (ARU Pathways 
General Manager) also presented to the 
group in the morning.

The new Emerging Coaches Program 
(ECP) was run with 11 coaches’ in 
2016. This program is a 12-month 
commitment, and saw coaches 
attending two face to face weekends, 
as well as conducting a number of 
assignments and coach assessments. 
This program has been created to 
offer the large number of ARU Level 2 
coaches (who don’t get accepted onto 
the ARU Level 3 program) with another 
level of additional development.

Coaches sitting this program attain 
World Rugby Level 3 accreditation, 
and the ARU are looking to give this 
course full ARU Level 3 accreditation, 
whilst awarding the current ARU Level 
3 program, with a new ARU Level 4 
accreditation status. The current ARU 
Level 3 Course itself, was offered again 
in 2016 with three successful applicants 
(up from 1 in 2015). 

Lastly, this year saw the offering of two 
World Rugby Level 1 Sevens Coaching 
courses, one at Brumbies HQ, and one 
at Wagga Wagga. Demand was very 
high, and approximately 50 coaches 
sat the course, and attained the formal 
accreditation.
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Matt Hogan being presented with 
an award at the ACT Rugby Referee 
Association Presentation Night

INTRODUCTION

Even before the first match of 2016 
was played, the Brumbies Rugby 
Referees Department and ACT Rugby 
Referees Association (ACTRRA) had a 
few changes of personnel. Amy Allpress 
moved on in late March, with Zac Elliott 
taking over the role of Rugby Services 
Administrator. 

Furthermore, the discussions with the 
ARU around a jointly funded Referee 
Development Officer that would look 
after NSW and the ACT was finally given 
the green light and Mark DeBrincat was 
appointed into the role in late August. 
For personal reasons Mark resigned 
after only a few weeks and the ARU 
are now considering options. Brodie 
Ingram has continued his part time role 
within the Brumbies running the Junior 
Education courses over the year.

In 2016, ACTRRA, ACTJRU and Brumbies 
Rugby identified early that we needed 
to develop and bolster the Junior Rugby 
Referees. We ran extensive social 
media campaigns to try and attract as 
many new referees as possible, as well 
as targeting the big four schools within 
ACT (Marist, Canberra Grammar, St 
Edmunds and Daramalan). This was 
highly successful with our junior referee 
cohort, increasing their numbers by 
around forty percent. The main aim of 
starting in the junior Refereeing Kids 
Rugby level was to grow our numbers 
from the bottom up.

We also ran a couple of different 
development opportunities with a 
great turnout across all of these. In 
addition, we also had five School 
Student Scholarship Referees over the 
past year, the most we have had in a 
long time.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION

This year ACTRRA had a total of 146 
registered referee members, with eight 
of these being Life Members, down 
slightly from last year where we had 
153 registered referee members, of 
whom 12 were life members. 

On the recruitment side 
of things, Brodie Ingram 
ran Refereeing Kids 
Courses at Brumbies 
HQ, Marist College, 
Vikings Rugby Club in 
Erindale, Queanbeyan 
(which captured both 
Queanbeyan and Easts participants), 
Canberra Grammar and one in Griffith, 
NSW. From this we had 60 new 
individuals attend the Refereeing Kids 
Course of which 32 have completed all 
online accreditation and have taken the 
field to referee at least one game this 
year. 

The conversion rate of those attending 
the course to those who actually take 
the field is only around fifty percent as 
many of the older individuals who did 
the Refereeing Kids Course did it to 
gain their Smart Rugby accreditation 
after missing out on the Coaching 
Kids Courses run by Daniel Hooper at 
the Brumbies. However, those who 
attended the Refereeing Kids Course 
to gain their Smart Rugby, gained a 
better understanding of the junior 
law variations, therefore helping their 
coaching. From this 32 who officiated 
at least one game, three were females 
which is pleasing to see. This gives 
ACTRRA ten female referees out of 146 
registered members.

This year, Brumbies Rugby ran five 
Foundation Courses, with one being 
solely for Referees, as the priority has 
been on developing the kids from 
Refereeing Kids Rugby stage. However, 
this course was attended by 11 people, 
of which one had completed the 
Refereeing Kids Rugby Course prior. 
From these 11 who took part, only one 
has so far completed the online exams 
and taken to the field, but is yet to be 
field tested.

In 2017 the big push will be to increase 
the graduation of those who have 
completed the Refereeing Kids Rugby 
course and are 15 years of age into the 
Foundation/Level 1 course, as well as 
aiming for an uplift in transition from 

the Refereeing Kids Rugby Course 
into refereeing practically.

APPOINTMENTS

In 2016 the Senior appointments were 
run by Geoff Palmer and the Junior 
appointments by Owen Keane. The 
appointments process is far from an 
easy one each week with Geoff and 
Owen doing a wonderful job over the 
year. The senior appointments basically 
ran smoothly all year, and as with the 
juniors there is always last minute 
changes. Brumbies Rugby Referee 
Department would like to thank both 
Geoff and Owen for all their tireless 
hard work throughout the year. We 
would like to also thank any referees 
who filled in at the last minute to cover 
games.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Education and training wise for 2016, 
Brumbies Rugby and the ARU worked 
together with ACTRRA to identify the 
main areas that were needed around 
education and training in 2016. From 
this, the main focus was on Referee 
Coaches and Assistant Referees. We ran 
the one dedicated Foundation Course 
for the year on 3 July, with 11 attendees 
taking part in the course. We found that 
a lot of the younger referees coming 
through were still too young to take 
part in foundation courses and it will be 
something that we will be addressing 
moving forward.

On 28 May a Level 1 Referee Coaching 
Course was run for eight participants 
along with a Referee Coaching Seminar. 
This incorporated the Brumbies v 
Sunwolves game for them to analyse 
and prepare a report for the day. Jamie 
McGregor from the ARU came down 
and presented these courses for us. 

REFEREES 
DEPARTMENT
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Jamie also came down on 19 May to 
present an Assistant Referee Level 2 
Course, this was also a very successful 
night with over 20 participants taking 
part in the course, allowing us to have 
Assistant Referees at major games all 
year. Brumbies Rugby would like to 
thank Jamie McGregor and ARU for their 
continued support in development and 
training over the year. 

We also had two members of the 
association travel to Sydney to complete 
their Level 2 Referee Coach qualifications 
with support from the ACTRRA and the 
Brumbies. From all reports this was a 
great opportunity, and we would like to 
thank the ARU, Rugby NSW and Jamie 
McGregor for facilitating this.

Brodie Ingram ran the Refereeing Kids 
Courses this year, with great success. 
He will continue in the role next year 
and will look to expand into running the 
Foundation Courses and get more of 
the Refereeing Kids Rugby participants 
moving through to take part in these 
courses. Brodie will have targets to hit 
in 2017 around participants completing 
the courses and taking to the field.

As mentioned above, our big push for 
2017 will be to graduate those who 
are the right age into the Foundation 
Course and then completing their Level 
1 Referee Graduation. We will also look 
to get into schools and clubs to grow 
this area, as this is where we need to 
boost numbers.

DEVELOPMENT

This year ACTRRA continued to run 
training nights each Tuesday at 
Canberra Grammar School, overseen 
by Brett Bowden. These development 
nights were primarily attended by the 
A/B Panel Referees, where they would 
do reviews on their games from the 
weekend and allow discussion between 
the other referees on the footage. 

Once a month they would run 
development nights to focus solely 
on one area of the game, and go over 
different footage. These areas included 
ruck and maul, lineouts, and restarts 
amongst many others. These specialised 
nights allowed the referees to develop 
their skills in certain areas and support 
individual improvement. This was a 
great way for the referees to learn, and 
get feedback from their peers. Brumbies 
Rugby would like to thank Brett Bowden 
for his hard work over the year running 
these development nights. 

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

Acknowledgement and congratulations 
are extended to the following individuals 
who were selected by the ARU to exhibit 
their refereeing abilities and knowledge 
at the representative level:
• James Morris - National Schoolboys 

Championships Referee & Television 
Match Official for National Rugby 
Championships

• Ben Gillespie - School Student 
Scholarship Referee 2016

• Reuben Keane - School Student 
Scholarship Referee 2016

• Lily Pearson - School Student 
Scholarship Referee 2016

• Adam Onus - School Student 
Scholarship Referee 2016

• Mitchell Beissner - School Student 
Scholarship Referee 2016

• Brodie Ingram – Assistant Referee 
for National Rugby Championships

• Matthew Hogan – Assistant Referee 
for National Rugby Championships 

CONCLUSION

I would like to acknowledge the hard 
work of the ACTRRA Executive; Nye 
Konig, Dennis Beissner, Rob Boyes, 
Dave Trill and Robin Peterson over the 
past year and the seven months I have 
been in this job. A big thank you must 
go to Nye Konig who has been patient 
and understanding as I found my way 
in this job. To those from ACTRRA who 
do a lot of the behind the scenes work 
that keeps the association running, 
Brumbies Rugby thanks you.

Finally, to all the referee’s, referee 
coaches and mentors who volunteer 
their time through the cold winter 
months to officiate games and develop 
referees, I would like to thank you. As 
we look ahead into 2017, I look forward 
to working with you all in the years to 
come.

Zac Elliott
Rugby Services Administrator

School Student Scholarship Referees 2016 being presented 
there apparel by ARU Referee Angus Gardner at the 

Brumbies v Highlanders Elimination Final

Lily Pearson with ARU 
Referee Angus Gardner, 
being presented with her 
referee apparel
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This year saw the introduction and implementation Australia wide of the ARU Disciplinary Rules. The rules, based largely upon 
the existing World Rugby Regulation 17, have been developed by a Committee set up by the ARU of which one of our Judiciary 
Committee, Stuart Pilkinton S.C was a member. 

A number of significant changes were introduced by these rules, especially in relation to the acceptance of the referee report 
relating to the facts. There are also a considerable number of factors which must be taken into consideration by the Committee 
in reaching a decision upon the appropriate sanction. As a result of these changes, as well as the requirement to record all the 
proceedings, hearings have become quite lengthy and involved all Committee members having greater demands placed upon 
their time. 

Another new feature was the capacity of the Chairman of the Committee to indicate a sanction in circumstances where there 
was a low end offence and if this indication is accepted by the player there is no need for a hearing. This procedure was 
adopted on seven occasions and in each case, where there was no hearing, a suspension of one match resulted. There was a 
least one occasion where a hearing proceeded following a review by the Chairman.

There were 33 cases dealt with by the Committee, up from 29 last year. However three of them involved two yellow cards 
which attract an automatic suspension of one match. The Committee sat on 13 occasions, a reduction from 15 in 2015, but 
as mentioned above hearings tend to take longer under the new rules. The length of hearings has increased by at least 15 
minutes following the introduction of and the implementation of the new rules. The introduction of the new rules frequently 
require the committee to explain, in detail, to players and their representatives the procedure which was to be followed, 
especially the provisions relating to the acceptance of the referee’s report.

All Premier Division clubs were represented before the committee, some unfortunately far too often, and in many cases a 
significant increase on last year. All clubs will need to refocus on the issue of player discipline for next season. There was only 
one citing compared to two last year and no appeals compared to two last year. There were however two hearings involving a 
challenge to a yellow card another new feature from the new rules.

The most common offence was once again striking, of which there were twelve offences, the same as 2015. Dangerous tackles 
and acts contrary to good sportsmanship were the next most common offence having six and five cases respectively. There 
were unfortunately two cases of referee abuse after there had been none in 2015. Four of these cases were not proved but 
in all other cases a sanction was imposed. These ranged from an order that the sendoff was sufficient to a suspension for 24 
matches. Most offences were found to be low or mid-range. There remain three matters unresolved, one going back to 2012, 
but all three remain suspended until the matters are finalised.

While there was a slight increase in the number of players appearing before the committee, the fact that most offences were 
held to be low range does reflect upon the minor nature of many offences and while it is not good that players continue to 
offend and have to appear before the committee it is a fact that the bulk of offending does not fall into a more serious category.

I wish to acknowledge and thank all those who have served on the committee this year. The introduction of the new rules has 
raised a number of challenges but everything appears to have proceeded smoothly. The hearings this year have been more 
time consuming than in the past and all those involved have given generously of their time and expertise.

I would particularly like to thank Chris Doogan who is leaving the committee to take up a position on the Brumbies Board. Chris 
has made a significant contribution over many years and he will be missed. I would also thank Craig Leseberg for his support 
and assistance during the year and also Sam Irwin whose assistance has been invaluable. Sam is present at all committee 
hearings and this year has been responsible for recording the proceedings. He has once again produced comprehensive 
statistics upon which this report is based.

Michael A. Somes
Chairman

JUDICIARY
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Firstly, a huge thank you must go to our major sponsor, 
Paladin Risk Management Services, for their ongoing support 
and commitment to the ACT Veterans Rugby Club. The ACT 
Veterans Rugby Club exists to play rugby, raise much needed 
money for charities within our community, and to have a 
great time with a great bunch of people. It is an environment 
where fun and friendship is the key to success and skills or 
experience aren’t necessary. 

We kicked off the 22nd season on 14th February with the Clare 
Holland House Cup game in memory of our good mate Tony 
Ryan. Thanks to the generous support of Molonglo Financial 
Services (the Calwell, Curtin, Jerrabomberra and Wanniassa 
Community Banks) we were able to once again make a quite 
sizable donation the Clare Holland House. Unfortunately this 
match would also be the last game with our mate Ian “Wellsy” 
Wells, who sadly passed away aged 81. Wellsy will always be 
remembered as our leading try scorer and club character 
who is sorely missed by all that knew him. Vale Wellsy.

Following on in March, we played one of our regular intra-
club games to recognise the support of the amazing women 
in our lives that allow us to play this great game. The Ladies 
were treated to a special day of pampering whilst the lads put 
on an amazing display of rugby. The next major event on our 
calendar was our annual Fool’s Day Festival, where we were 
joined by representatives from eight or so sides from NSW, 
the South Coast, the mountains and everywhere in between. 
This also included a number of players that flew in from as 
far as London and Dubai. From fundraising on the day, we 
made donations to the George Gregan Foundation (GGF) 
and a couple of other very worthwhile causes.  See the ‘Fools’ 
pictured above.

We were privileged to play the annual Paladin Risk 
Management Services Cup against the might of the Royal 
Australian Navy Old Salts in a history making curtain raiser 
before the Brumbies took on the Sunwolves on a very cold 
night at GIO Stadium. As usual, the final score was 9-all in 
a tightly contested match, where our late mate Wellsy was 
named Man of the Match. This award has been, and will 
continue to be, the tradition. We were able to support both 
Legacy and the GGF.  

Our next special game was against the touring Box Hill Old 
Boys ‘The Unquenchables’, who were in town for the Brumbies 
v Rebels game. We welcomed them to Kapyong Field RMC 
and all involved had a great time. Following our annual return 
game against the Unquenchables in Melbourne, we took on 
the RAAF Mirages playing for the Northrop Grumman Cup. 
We also warmly welcomed Soldier On as another supported 
charity. 

We headed to the mountains to play for the Snowy Hydro 
SouthCare Cup, which is generously supported by Genlec. 
This support not only includes a large cash donation, but also 
some much needed services to keep the helicopter in the air, 
which in turn keeps the community safe.  

In what seemed to be a very busy month, we were honoured 
to be asked to play a touring British Army team in a midweek 
fixture. It would definitely end up being the coldest night of 
the year, but also one of the most enjoyable. Whilst the Poms 
were young, big and strong, they played with an amazing 
spirit where mateship shone through. We then joined the Hall 
Bushrangers to help celebrate their 25th year of rugby. This 
game was played as part of the Family Day, and we were able 
to raise money for one of their legends, David Campion, who 
is off to represent Australia at the Special Olympics in Austria 
in 2017. We wish David the best of luck and hopefully he can 
bring home the gold. Father’s Day saw lots of kids of all ages 
join their Dads in a game of rugby. 

In October, we played for the Commissioner’s Cup, which is 
proudly sponsored by Crestron. This game is played against 
the AFP Old Boys, who always bring a physical game. The 
game was played in the lead up to a very busy week of rugby 
at RMC, with the Australian Police Rugby Championships, 
where unfortunately the AFP went down to the NSW team 
once again. Our season continued on with our game against 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Rugby XV, who are current 
world champions from the 2016 Parliamentary Rugby World 
Cup in England. This game was supported by our new 
sponsor the ASG Group, and thanks to them we were able to 
donate some cash to the Centenary Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital.   

ACT VETERANS RUGBY
Fool’s Day Festival
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Before the season ended we also sent a team to the Pan-
Pacific Games on the Gold Coast and played the crew from 
HMAS  Canberra in a twilight game. The latter event was 
supported by Ben Alexander and the team from The Dock, 
Kingston with funds donated to the Canberra Hospital. This 
year doubled our support for this event by also playing the 
recently created Heart Foundation Cup, which is proudly 
supported by Bruce Henry and the team from Xact Project 
Consultants. 

As well as the sponsors mentioned above we would like 
to thank DHL; Mercure Canberra (Olims Hotel); Lambert’s 
Vineyards; Sadil Quinlan Real Estate; Michael Thompson 
Photography and Trophylink. Their sponsorship enables us to 
support local charities to the tune of $280,000.

ACT Vets would also like to make special mention of the 
support provided by the following organisations: Xact Project 
Consultants, who have enabled us to continue our support 
of the ACTJRU by donating the George Gregan Cup to the 
winner of the U18’s Grand Final and Genlec, who provide the 
ACT Vets members with player of the day jackets each game. 

These jackets are designed to recognise the contribution, 
sportsmanship and ethos that is expected within the ACT 
Veterans rugby community and not necessarily for on field 
performance/ability.

Also thanks to the Brumbies, without your ongoing support 
and commitment to Community rugby, we wouldn’t be able 
to achieve as much as we do. The friendship, specialist team 
support and generosity is greatly appreciated. We hope 
the Brumbies continue as the breeding ground for many 
generations of ACT Vets for years to come. 

If you think that the ACT Veterans Rugby Club is for you, please 
come along to any of our fixtures, details can be found on our 
website www.actvetsrugby.org.au. You can also find us on 
Facebook at ACT Veterans Rugby, or email us at enquiries@
actvetsrugby.org.au

Rod Eade
President, ACT Veterans Rugby

Navy Old Salts V ACT Vets curtain raiser 
for Round 14 - Brumbies V Sunwolves
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