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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Tom Cusack kicks off the Getting 
to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus Matt 
Lucas tells us his favourite things and Lausii Taliauli reveals 
his first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Take a look back at the runners match with the Japan A Wolf 
Pack, the latest news from the Community Department, 
plus Super W and Academy updates. 

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Bulls to GIO Stadium 
today and take a look ahead at the action on the field as 
well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Bulls? Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper Stephen Hoiles, take a trip back in time 
to 2010 and recall the day that the 1979 Ireland touring 
side visited the capital. 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings.

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS
Good evening and welcome to GIO 
Stadium for our penultimate home 
fixture of the season as we face the Bulls 
from South Africa. The team is back, 
rejuvenated and refreshed, after the bye 
week, and determined to continue our 
recent run of good form that has seen us 
win five in a row here.

Our last outing was particularly pleasing 
as we defeated the Sunwolves 33-0. As 
happy as I was to see some sparkling tries 
scored by our backs, with Tevita Kuridrani 
and Henry Speight in excellent form, the 
defensive effort was equally good as 
we recorded only the fourth shut-out in 
Brumbies Super Rugby history.

To defend as we did, up until the eightieth 
minute, was exemplary and showed just 
how much it means to the players to not 
let their standards drop, even when we 

are winning by a large margin. The 
win keeps us in Australian Conference 
contention, but our focus is on winning 
matches here and now. If we do that, 
the ladder will take care of itself.

It was great to see the support the 
players received on Mother’s Day and 
all the families at the Stadium enjoying 
the match. I mentioned in the post-
match media conference that it would 
be great to see more supporters coming 
to cheer on the team as, despite it 
sounding clichéd, your backing really 
does make a difference to the players.

The lift it gives the team is immeasurable 
and I am sure that those of you here 
this evening will be right behind the 
boys as they look to continue our fine 
recent form. Thanks for your support.

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with Tom Cusack. Find out 
about our backrower’s rugby journey, 
his time at the Plus500 Brumbies and 
how Sevens helped shape his rugby 
career. 

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us there’s. Today we find out all 
about scrumhalf Matt Lucas. 

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and Last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill the 
beans. This week we chat to winger 
Lausii Taliauli. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Find out what some of our stars have 
being doing off the field as we bring 
you up to date with the best of their 
Social Media. 
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DYNAMIC CUSACK 
FULFILLING RUGBY AMBITIONS

Rugby has taken him all over the world, but 
there’s no place Tom Cusack would rather 
play than in Canberra, with the Brumbies, 
his boyhood club.  In his third full season 
with Australia’s most successful franchise, 
Cusack has played the most minutes of his 
Super Rugby career. David Pocock’s injury 
frustrations has meant the backrower has 
made the seven jersey his own this season, 
a pillar of consistency particularly in the 
Brumbies recent run of good form. 

The Brumbies have claimed five home wins 
in succession, as well as winning on the 
road in Cape Town, a performance in which 
Cusack played a major role as the team 
racked up an amazingly high tackle-count. 
And it’s that form that had set the team up 
for a late push for the Australian Conference 
title. 
 
“We really focused on this six-week block 
and we’ve come away with four wins from 

six which has given us a real chance here to 
take the conference,” Cusack said. “We’ve 
got a good run home and it gives us a great 
opportunity to push forward. I pride myself on 
my work rate. I like to drive the energy; drive 
the excitement and I will not stop running. I 
might look absolutely stuffed all the time, but 
I will not stop running for that time, until I’m 
subbed or the final whistle blows.”
 
That desire and that work rate is something 
that has always been there in Cusack. Growing 
up in Canberra, the dynamic forward excelled 
at rugby from a very young age, though his 
Dad did give him a little bit of extra motivation 
to kick-start his interest in the code. 
 
“Dad said he’d give me five dollars for every 
try, and he broke his bank pretty early, well 
maybe not that, but I did score a few tries,“ 
Cusack laughed. “I think it was my cousin who 
first got me to have a run around. It was in the 
under-8’s team. From there, it was almost a 
natural fit.
 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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“It’s almost a cliché but you do it [play rugby] 
because your mates do it. They play so you 
play, and you form bonds in the game, some 
of those I still have today from when I eight 
or nine. Then your family start to meet the 
other parents and they become friends, it’s a 
community thing I suppose. But you just fall 
in love with the game, play through school 
and hope to get some representative footy 
which I did thankfully and here I am.”
 
The Brumbies backrower recently signed a 
fresh deal to stay in the nation’s Capital, a 
contract that also allows him to, once more, 
play Sevens for Australia. The truncated 
format helped Cusack forge a career in rugby, 
a four-year stint giving Cusack a platform to 
push for a Super Rugby berth.  
 
In that four-year period, Cusack was a 
key member of the Australian side on the 
World Series circuit, at the Commonwealth 
Games and then at the 2016 Olympics in 
Rio De Janeiro where he fulfilled a dream of 
becoming an Olympian – a fire that still burns 
bright in him today. Although, appearing in 
the global showpiece wasn’t something that 
initially was on the radar. 
 
“I probably never thought rugby would 
bring me to the Olympics,” Cusack admitted. 
“It was the first year I left Marist and I was 
looking to get contracted in fifteens but 
unfortunately, I did my knee so that set me 
back, but the Sevens program asked me to 
trial and that got me back going.”
 
“You grow up watching the Olympics, the 
sprints and all. You go out, practice the discus 
or the shot-put but you never actually think 
you’ll be there. Once you get to the Olympics 
though, it’s an amazing experience. 
 

“You do the whole thing, the Village, the 
Ceremony and the Rugby was done pretty 
early in Rio, so we got to go support our fellow 
Australians as well. You end up watching 
sports you never though you would, like 
BMX. That was on one day, and we just said 
cool, let’s go watch the BMX today and see 
Caroline Buchanan do her stuff.
 
“I really enjoyed sevens, the format and 
everything. I stayed in contact with the 
coaches and I suppose that showed me 
how beneficial it could be for my career 
down the track, and it ended up being really 
beneficial for me. Not just the skills and the 
competition, I really enjoyed it and that was 
important.
 
“When I was re-signing recently, I looked 
back on that experience and thought, this is 
too good to miss out on. It’s an experience 
that, if you have the opportunity to put your 
foot forward and compete for selection, you 
have to. I’d regret not being there if I can 
possibly do it. 
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“The circuit is very challenging, but of 
course it’s enjoyable. Travelling the world, 
seeing different places and experiencing all 
of the awesome culture, it’s amazing but it 
does affect you. Four years of the travelling, 
it does take its toll on you both physically 
and mentally. But for me, I loved it. There’s 
not many professions where you get to go 
to eleven different countries every year, so 
it really is one of the most enjoyable rugby 
experiences you can have.”
 
Still, Cusack yearned for more and the 
dream of playing Super Rugby, with the 
Brumbies meant he left sevens behind, for 
the time being. It was a brave decision. 
In sevens, Cusack had the skillset and 
athleticism to earn a living. In fifteens, he 
would have to prove himself before being 
given that chance. Luckily, Cusack was 
already entrenched in the Canberra rugby 
community, and knew he had a home to go 
and hone his craft. At Phillip Oval, with his 
beloved Royals. 
 
“When you leave school, it is a tough 
decision where you’re going to play your 
club rugby,” Cusack said. “For the same 
reason I fell in love with rugby is the same 
reason I went to Royals. My friends were 
there, and that’s the main reason I love 
rugby, the friendships and the enjoyment 
of playing together. I think that enjoyment 

often leads to success and I feel had I not gone 
to Royals I might not be where I am now. To 
play for Royals is special, and to have success 
over the years and see the younger generation 
come through as well is awesome, to see them 
come through and play with guys who’ve 
played 300 games for the club.”     
 
“Joining the Brumbies came at a time when I 
thought I’d done everything I could in sevens. 
Olympic Games, Commonwealth Games and 
been on the World Series for four years, but 
I just felt I needed a whole new challenge. I 
came down with the idea being to play NRC 
and club footy and did enough to earn a spot 
through preseason.”
                             
It paid off, and In 2017, Cusack earned himself 
his first full Brumbies contract. Earned being 
the operative word. That season though, 
Super Rugby opportunities just didn’t present 
themselves to Cusack but boy was he good 
at club level. Royals went undefeated to a 
Premiership that year, and Cusack was the 
best player on the pitch in every one of those 
wins. It was terrifying at times watching him 
play. The speed, the aggression, the six-litre V8 
engine, he was incredible. 
 
In the middle of that season, Cusack finally got 
the call he was waiting for. It had to happen 
in a heart-breaking loss in Melbourne, but on 
the 15th of April 2017, Cusack finally joined 
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the Brumbies family. That moment was a 
culmination of so many moments for Cusack. 
If circumstances were different, his debut 
may have come far sooner but perhaps 
because of that journey, it made it all that 
much sweeter. 
 
“My first cap was very emotional, “ Cusack 
remembered. “It’s clichéd again but you 
immediately think of the sacrifice that goes 
into it. You think of your family, the time spent 
at footy tournament and just everything that 
goes into that cap. You’re very aware that it’s 
not only an exciting time for yourself, but for 
them too. Being a Canberran, my aspiration 
was always to play for the Brumbies. That’s 
what I wanted to do, it’s where I felt I needed 
to be. I wanted to do anything to get here 
and have a crack.
 
“I remember sitting on the north stand and 
watching the likes of Clyde Rathbone and 
Adam Ashley-Cooper scoring in the corner. 
George Smith with his dreadlocks running 
in to space. I remember that feeling, deeply 
and to be sit there and be able to say that I’m 
a Brumby was surreal, and it still is. “
 
At the end of the 2017 season, Cusack was 
named Captain of the Canberra Vikings. A 
superb campaign then saw him named as 
NRC Player’s Player of the Year. Last season, 

Cusack established himself as a key-cog in 
Dan McKellar’s squad. The casual fan may 
have just seen a work-horse in Cusack, but 
those who followed his career, have always 
known that he had the potential to be a 
star. Maybe we’ve all been slow on the 
uptake, but Tom Cusack is an incredible all-
round footballer, and his leadership and 
commitment to the cause will be so valuable 
in these next four games as the Brumbies go 
hunting for another Super Rugby title. 
 
That’s the near future for Cusack. Finish 
the Brumbies season, then begin a quest 
towards Tokyo 2020. After that, who knows? 
Cusack will return to the Brumbies for 
the 2020 season and is sure to be an even 
more important member of the squad going 
forward, as he enters his prime. 
 
“I’m not thinking too far down the track,” 
Cusack explained. “Olympics and Brumbies 
are at the forefront of my mind right now, 
whatever happens in the future I’m going 
to focus on here and now and the life 
experiences I get to have. That’s been the way 
I’ve done things so far, so if any opportunity 
internationally ever happens, 15’s or 7’s I’ll 
take it with both hands while still putting 
everything I have in to that Brumbies jersey 
as well as long as I can wear it.”



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

C H A M P A G N E  B A R
CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Seafood

COFFEE ORDER Orange Mocha Frappuccino

DRINK Raspberry Cordial

SANDWICH FILLING Avo-Chicken

BAND / MUSICIAN Luke Combs

TV SHOW Jerry Springer

MOVIE Crocodile Dundee

BOOK / MAGAZINE The BFG by Roald Dahl

VIDEO GAME Duke Nukem

OTHER SPORT Cricket

TRY SCORED U8 when I played #8 and scored 
off the back of the scrum

GROUND I PLAYED AT GIO Stadium

SPORTS HERO Andrew Symonds

SCHOOL SUBJECT Maths

DANCE MOVE The Worm

ITEM OF CLOTHING Budgie Smugglers

COLOUR Blue

SUPERHERO Wolverine

HOLIDAY DESTINATION The Tiwi islands

WAY TO RELAX Fishing

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies scrumhalf Matt Lucas recently told 

us about a few of his favourite things…….

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR

HOLDEN ASTRA

CELEBRITY CRUSH
MARGOT ROBBIE

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
DRAKE

HOLIDAY 
LONDON

MOVIE WATCHED
AQUAMAN

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
NBA2K19

TRY I SCORED
2018 NRC

AWARD WON
BEST ON GROUND

BOOK I READ
HARRY POTTER

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
NEWSPAPER BOY

MEAL I COOKED
STEAK

PARTY I ATTENDED 
MAD MONDAY BRUMBIES 2018

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
TURN MY ALARM OFF

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

MOBILE PHONE
SAMSUNG

MY FIRST
CAR

FORD FESTIVA

CELEBRITY CRUSH
BEYONCÉ

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
VENGABOYS

HOLIDAY 
FIJI

MOVIE WATCHED
TITANIC

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
RUGBY OP

TRY I SCORED
PROBABLY IN NEW ZEALAND 

AT U6 

AWARD WON
BEST BACK

BOOK I READ
HARRY POTTER

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
TROLLEY BOY

MEAL I COOKED
FRIED RICE

PARTY I ATTENDED 
ROWING PARTY AT OLD 

SCHOOL

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
EAT BREAKFAST

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
BROTHER

MOBILE PHONE
MOTOROLLA
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

LAUSII?
LAUSII TALIAULI
POSITION: Wing
DOB: 8/6/1993 (age: 25)
BIRTHPLACE: Wellington, New 
Zealand
HEIGHT: 193cm
WEIGHT: 102kg
SCHOOL: The Southport 
School, Southport, QLD
BRUMBY NUMBER: 174
SUPER RUGBY / BRUMBIES 
DEBUT: 2015 v Reds, Canberra
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 25
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 30 (6T)
ACT CLUB: Canberra Royals

Winger Lausii Taliauli is the 

next to take part in our new 

series detailing

‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their life away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the players have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



MONDAY  
27 MAY  

10.30am-2.30pm 

Glebe Park, Canberra

Live music  

Storytelling  

Cultural activities

Traditional dance   

Bushtucker talks   

Art workshops

Amusements   

Food vans

Visit: events.act.gov.au/reconciliationday

RECONCILIATION
                  IN THE PARK  

Artwork credit - Lynnice Church (Ngunnawal, Wiradjuri & Kamilaroi)

Reconciliation Day A5 Brumbies program.indd   1 14/05/2019   4:28:33 PM
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

RUNNERS V WOLF PACK REVIEW
Taking a look back at the Runners 
clash with a test-strength Japan A 
Wolf Pack in words and pictures. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The latest news from our tireless 
Community team as they engage 
the next generation of rugby 
players across our region and 
beyond.

SUPER W 
We catch up with Super W player 
Brooke Gilroy to discuss her first 
season at the elite level and 
women’s rugby in Canberra. 

FAN DAY
A pictorial review of our Fans 
Day at the recent Mother’s Day 
afternoon clash against the 
Sunwolves at GIO Stadium. 
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24
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The Brumby Runners were gallant and 
fought bravely but, ultimately, the 
experience of a near Test-strength Japan 
A Wolf Pack proved too good on a sunny 
Sunday afternoon in Canberra. The GIO 
Stadium crowd were kept entertained by 
an exciting contest that featured nine tries 
for the visitors and three for the home 
side which was made up of Brumbies 
players and a selection of club players, 
most notably from Royals who were on 
the Griffin Legal John I Dent Cup bye that 
weekend. Winger Chance Peni grabbed 
a double for the Runners, both in the 
second half, coming on the back of a well-
taken try from galloping lock Nick Frost, 
the youngster showing impressive speed 
to break away and score. The Wolf Pack 
were excellent however and in flyhalf 
Rikiya Matsuda, had a kicker who slotted 
ten from ten landing nine conversions 
and a penalty. There was no disgrace in 
this one though as the Japanese Rugby 
World Cup Touring Squad flexed their 
muscle with a busy and effervescent 
performance. 

Sunday 12 May 2019
Brumbies Runners (7) 17 (T: Frost, Peni 
(2), C: Kuenzle) Japan A Wolf Pack (38) 
66 (T: Fukuoka, Sakate, Nunomaki (2), 
Fuoka, Himeno (2), Tupou, Lemeki, C: 
Matsuda (9), P: Matsuda)
(GIO Stadium, Canberra)

TEAM
1. Vunipola FIFITA (17. Ryan KOTLEWSKI 
66’), 2. Maile NGAUAMO (16. TP LUTERU 
66’), 3. Tom ROSS (18. Angus WAGNER 
66’), 4. Nick FROST (19. Sam VON 
BLACKENSEE 67’), 5. Sam THOMSON, 6. 
JUSTIN SIKIMETI, 7. Jack FARRELL (20. 
Luke REIMER 20’), 8. Rory SCOTT, 9. 
Pedro ROLANDO, 10. Wharenui HAWERA 
(23 Lincoln SMITH 40’), 11. Chance PENI, 
12. Bayley KUENZLE, 13. Len IKITAU (22. 
Billy CARBERRY 79’), 14. Mack HANSEN, 
15. JORDAN JACKSON-HOPE

TEST-QUALITY WOLF PACK TOO STRONG
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Last weekend saw the conclusion of the 
2019 Primary Schools Championships 
where teams were narrowed down 
from the 68 sides that have participated 
across the region with 12 finalists 
competing on Finals day.

Six teams across years 3 and 4 and 
six further teams’ cross year 5 and 
6 participated in the finals with the 
successful teams in the year 3/4 
and 5/6 divisions being crowned the 
Brumbies Primary School Champions. 

Cootamundra defeated St. Edmunds 
Rugby to win the Year 5/6 tournament 
whilst Marist Rugby were successful in 
the Year 3/4 coming out on top against 
Leeton in the Final. In total, 1,020 
Students participated in the 10s gala 
days across the region. 

Thanks to all of our schools who 
entered this season and we look 
forward to seeing you all back for more 
rugby again next season!

PRIMARY SCHOOLS TENS



EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

EQUIPMENT TO THE

02 6385 3695
info@enforcer.com.au

SCRUMMAGING
EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

Plus500 
BRUMBIES
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It has been some year for Brooke Gilroy. The 
17-year-old, currently in year 12 at Daramalan 
College, followed up her debut year in 2018, 
by firmly breaking onto the rugby scene this 
year, being selected to be an important part 
of the Brumbies Women 2019 Buildcorp 
Super-W squad. 

The youngster was an integral part of the 
Brumbies march to the play-offs, appearing in 
all four qualifying matches, before missing the 
crucial play-off showdown with Queensland 
through an untimely injury.

Gilroy began her career debuting in her 
School's rugby team and participating in 
sporadic school carnivals, leading into playing 
club rugby which is where she will spend this 
Super W off-season, playing for the Canberra 
Royals in the ACT Women’s Premiership 
Competition.

“I’m learning heaps this season because I’m 
playing Women’s Rugby as well,” Gilroy said 
of her development as a player. “It’s a lot of 
fun getting to meet all these new people after 
starting my career in School's rugby. 

“Daramalan put a rugby team forward and I had 
been wanting to give it a go because I enjoyed 
one day carnivals for Touch Football and Oztag, 
so i just wanted to give it a go because I had been 
watching it since I was little. So, I went out there 
and I’ve loved it ever since I started to play”

Growing up the youngster couldn’t have 
been further away from the field. Performing 
competitively in a 50 metre swimming pool and 
taking people down on a karate mat. A duo of 
sports that, whilst seemingly a world away from 
the rugby union pitch, also served as a great 
grounding for the sport she now plays. 

“I did competitive swimming a lot, and when I 
was younger, I did karate,” Gilroy revealed. “With 
swimming I didn't enjoy the training as much as 
I do with rugby. I loved competing in swimming, 
but it was hard to practice because I didn’t find 
it fun. With rugby, I love the whole thing about 
it. You don’t have to look at a black line for two 
hours!”

Reflecting upon her Super-W season, Gilroy 
struggled to shake of the nerves that any 
youngster would feel when entering an older 
sport full of women who have played their whole 
lives and who have immense levels of skill and 
experience.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FOR TALENTED GILROY
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“The fact that I was able to play with amazing 
players and learning so much about them was 
fantastic,” Gilroy commented. “They helped 
me so much along the way and I loved all the 
skills that I’ve developed and, hopefully, I can 
keep on working on the things that I need to 
improve. It made my confidence go up a lot, 
being able to play against people that were a 
lot bigger than me.

“I was so nervous, even getting out of the car 
at training sometimes, I was just so nervous. 
I thought they were so much older and so 
good, but once I finally got to meet the girls 
and talk to them it made it so much easier 
and I loved it.

For the meantime, Brooke is focusing on her 
study, entering into her final semester of 
high school where the Year 12 student will 
have ample opportunities ahead of her, the 
hardest part for her is to pick what she might 
like to do after school. 

“I’m a bit nervous, a bit sad but also excited,” 
she said of completing her school days. “I 
really want to be in the army, or police. I have 
a lot of ideas, but probably something along 
those lines appeals to me.

“I would love to be an Olympian obviously, 
and other than that, I think acting would be 

cool, but I would probably be a terrible actor!”

Plenty of opportunities ahead then, both on and 
off the field, for a young talent that had lit-up the 
Brumbies season. Keep an eye out for the name 
of Brooke Gilroy. It’s one you are likely to hear a 
lot more about. 

Words: Natasha Prior
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FANS ON THE FIELD
The Plus500 Brumbies enjoyed meeting the supporters at our Fans on the Field 

following the 33-0 win over the Sunwolves in Super Rugby Round 13 at GIO 
Stadium on Sunday 12 May. Can you spot yourself anywhere? 
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V BULLS

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the main 
event with our match preview ahead 
of the Super Rugby clash between 
the Plus500 Brumbies and the Bulls. 

PRE-MATCH ACTION
What’s happening prior to the 
main match today? Here’s all the 
information you need to know about 
our pre-match action! 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A statistical look at the matches 
between the Plus500 Brumbies sand 
today’s guests, the Bulls. 

PLAYER PROFILES 
Introducing your 2019 Plus500 
Brumbies Super Rugby Squad. 

TODAY’S TEAMS
Both line-ups and match officials 
for Super Rugby Round 15: Plus500 
Brumbies v Bulls.
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MATCH PREVIEW: BULLS
Playoffs rugby in our sights, the Plus500 
Brumbies welcome the Bulls to GIO Stadium 
tonight, looking to make it six home wins on 
the trot.

Fresh off a bye and ready for a four-game 
run to the post season, the Brumbies 
enter tonight’s clash top of the Australian 
conference, though the fearsome Bulls may 
be the sides toughest home test to date.

The Bulls have made a habit of bullying 
Australian teams of recently, having dusted 
the ‘Tahs and Rebels in their last two outings. 
Last Friday night’s game in Melbourne in 
particular showed just how powerful the 
Bulls can be when they’re rolling.

We’ll look more in depth at their style 
in ‘FORM AND TACTICS’, found in the ‘IN 
OPPOSITION’ section of tonight’s program, 
but we saw in that game how the Bulls will 
look to use their big forward pack and kicking 
game to suffocate their opponent, and it 
certainly worked against the Rebels.

It will be interesting to see if they can repeat 
that against the Brumbies. Dan McKellar and 
Laurie Fisher have got their pack humming 

this season, and this Brumbies set of forwards 
will not fear the Bulls unit, though they’ll know 
they’re in for a fight.

We’ve seen the best of Slipper, Sio and Alaalatoa 
against South African opposition, the same 
for Fainga’a and Carter and our backrow will 
certainly not shirk the challenge either. Our win 
against the Lions at home is the blueprint. Front 
up in the forwards, and the backs will spark but 
there’s no question, this will be a brutal battle.

Whatever changed on tour in SA, the Brumbies 
are a new side. Coming in to 2019, there was a 
lot of confidence from management to fans, that 
the Brumbies were building something special. 
Early season teething problems left us chasing 
the pack, but now the destiny is in the Brumbies 
hands.

Put simply, win these next four games and we’ll 
almost surely top the conference. Yes, bonus 
points could be a factor, but this set of games will 
define 2019. The team’s growth is already a sign 
of big things in a future, but hosting a semi-final 
at GIO Stadium remains a possibility, and this 
Brumbies team is now looking up, and chasing a 
third Super Rugby title.
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Early attendees to tonight’s Super Rugby 
fixture against the Bulls will get the chance 
to see the next generation of club talent 
taking to the field as the Colts from Easts and 
Royals meet in their competition round at GIO 
Stadium. 

The Canberra Royals have been in exquisite 
form in the Colts competition so far in 2019 
and will head into this Round 8 fixture full 
of confidence and one of the hot favourites 
to take home the silverware at the end of 
the campaign. Easts, by contrast, have had 
a difficult start to the season but will be 
determined to turn things around.

Royals were comfortable victors in the previous 
meeting earlier this season, thumping an 
out-gunned Easts 74-5 in a rather one-sided 
encounter at Griffith Oval in Round 2 scoring 
twelve tries in the process.

Liam Shaw helped himself to four tries and 
kicked one conversion for good measure for 
a haul of twenty-two points, a total that was 
matched by Harry Quinlan who claimed a 
brace of tries and landed six conversions for his 
personal tally as Royals enjoyed their day in the 
sun.

Further five-pointers were added by Angus 
Garraway, James Pearson, Zac Ross (2), Riley Van 
Leeuwen and Bryce Keane. Brandon Donnelly 
was the sole Easts points-scorer on what was a 
difficult and disappointing afternoon for them. 

The Colts competition has thrown up some 
memorable matches over the years and has 
proven to be a successful breeding ground for 
future Griffin Legal John I Dent Cup talent to 
hone their skills and technique. Keep a close 
eye on the boys out there this evening as they 
continue their rugby journey. 

COLTS TURN TO SHINE AT GIO
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ROYALS COLTS V EASTS COLTS
KICK-OFF: 5.20PM

V
1. Vai Ma’ake
2. Phillip Fanene
3. Isaac Heslop
4. Tuu Lolotonga
5. Oliver Newham
6. Tobias Sanerive
7. Braydon Law
8. Tamati Abel
9. Liam Harrison
10. Todd McManus
11. Tiko Twist
12. Daniel Greig-Williams
13. Douglas Ledua
14. Sean Smith
15. Brandon Donnelly
16. Callum Sewell
17. Keegan Loadsman
18. Epeli Ula
19. Felix Buxton-Leslie
20. Joel Etherington
21. Hamish Scott

1. Andrew Scheele
2. James Pearson
3. LaDrell Leyes
4. Jack Houston
5. Ned Swann
6. Daniel Goodwin
7. Angus Garroway
8. Oliver Miller
9. Tom Hallam ( c )
10. Bryce Keane
11. Ben Cassie
12. Tyler Meredith Brown
13. Zac Ross
14. Liam Maguire
15. Liam Shaw
16. Luke Nagel
17. Thomas Rodriguez
18. Zac Spackman
19. Josh Colussi
20. Azzam Husdon
21. Josh Myburgh

Referee: Mitchell Beissner
Assistant referee: Caitlin Aquilina
Assistant referee: Stuart Morrison

No. 5: Ronan Booth
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342 POINTS
195 POINTS

558 POINTS
650 POINTS

BULLS WINS BULLS WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

0
814 9 1

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

27/03/1999 
BRUMBIES 73 BULLS 9

BIGGEST DEFEAT

23/05/2014 
BULLS 44 BRUMBIES 23

26/05/2018 – BUL 28 BRU 38

06/05/2016 – BRU 23 BUL 6

29/05/2015 – BRU 22 BUL 16

23/05/2014 – BUL 44 BRU 23

27/07/2013 – BUL 23 BRU 26
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There’s plenty to see and do at GIO Stadium this weekend! As we recognise Indigeneous 
Round this week we have several Indigenous related activities taking place on throughout the 

evening ahead of the kick-off against the Bulls. 

DALE & THE RIVER BANK BAND 
Playing in the West precinct before the 
match, Dale and the River Bank Band 
established their music career in Canberra 
1994 a blend of songs about Aboriginal 
culture mixed with some country rock 
and sweet harmonies. Dale and the River 
Bank Band have supported the likes of 
Jessica Maubouy, Blue King Brown, Casey 
Donnovan, Yothu Yindi, Russell Morris, 
Shane Howard & the Goanna Band, Jimmy 
Little, Archie Roach and Troy Cassar Daley 
and have performed gigs and festivals 
across the country.

SMOKE CEREMONY & WELCOME TO COUNTRY
A smoke ceremony is an ancient aboriginal 
custom in Australia that involves burning 
various native plants to produce smoke, 
which has cleansing properties and the 
ability to ward off bad spirits from the 
people and the land and make pathway 
for a brighter future. Welcome to Country 
is a ceremony performed by Indigenous 
Australian Elders to welcome visitors 
to their traditional land. Both will be 
performed pre-match. 

INDIGENOUS ROUND ACTIVITIES

INDIGENOUS MARATHON FOUNDATION
As part of today’s Gameday Charity, the 
Indigenous Marathon Foundation will welcome 
12 athletes onto the field for introductions. 
The Foundation is a health promotion charity 
that uses running to celebrate Indigenous 
resilience and achievement and create 
inspirational Indigenous leaders. 

HALF-TIME: BUROINJIN
Stick around at half-time and catch the 
demonstration of Buroinjin, a ball game 
played by the Kabi Kabi people of southern 
Queensland. The game was played with a 
ball made of kangaroo skin which was called 
a buroinjin. Spectators used to mark their 
applause by calling out ‘Ei, ei’. This is a running 
and ball passing game. The aim is for a player 
of one team to run with the buroinjin (ball) and 
fully cross over the score line at the other end 
of the field to score a touchdown. The game is 
started and restarted after a touchdown with 
a pass by a team from behind their own score 
line - halfway for younger players. Play to four 
touches before possession changes.
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

ALLAN ALAALATOA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 120kg

JAHROME BROWN
Position: Flanker
DOB: 29/9/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 1.89m
Weight: 105kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg

MURRAY DOUGLAS

Position: Lock / Backrow
DOB: 27/10/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 1.98m
Weight: 115kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg

RORY ARNOLD

Position: Lock
DOB: 1/7/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 2.08m
Weight: 120kg
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THIS IS BRUMBIES COUNTRY

TEVITA KURIDRANI

Position: Centre
DOB: 31/3/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.92m
Weight: 102kg

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

CONNAL MCINERNEY

Position: Hooker
DOB: 2/3/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 104kg

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg

TONI PULU

Position: Wing
DOB: 28/11/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 93kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg

RYAN LONERGAN

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 6/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 80kg
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

DAN MCKELLAR

Position: Head Coach
DOB: 17/7/76 (age:42)

DARCY SWAIN

Position: Lock
DOB: 5/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 108kg

TOM WRIGHT

Position: Inside Back
DOB: 21/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 186cm
Weight: 98kg

HENRY SPEIGHT

Position: Wing
DOB: 24/3/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 97kg

IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg

ROB VALETINI

Position: Backrow
DOB: 3/9/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 113kg
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· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Connal McInerney
17. James Slipper
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
19. Darcy Swain
20. Murray Douglas
21. Rob Valetini
22. Ryan Lonergan
23. Tom Wright

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga’a
Allan Alaalatoa
Rory Arnold  
Sam Carter
Tom Cusack
Jahrome Brown
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano
Toni Pulu
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Henry Speight
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee: Jaco Peyper
Assistant referee: Egon Seconds

*team subject to change, 
official line-up not available 

at time of publication
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Jaco Visagie
17. Simphiwe Matanzima
18. Wiehahn Herbst
19. Jannes Kirsten
20. Marco van Staden
21. Embrose Papier
22. Manie Libbok
23. Divan Rossouw

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Lizo Gqoboka
Schalk Brits

Trevor Nyakane
Jason Jenkins

RG Snyman
Paul Schoeman

Hanro Liebenberg
Duane Vermeulen

Andre Riaan Warner
Handre Pollard

Rosko Speckman
Burger Odendaal

John-Ben Kotze
Cornal Hendricks

Warrick Gelant

STARTING XV

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Assistant referee: Paul Williams
TMO: James Leckie

*team subject to change, official line-
up not available at time of publication



Suite 2, The Precinct, 539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, E: abrophy@oneills.com

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia  |  IG: oneillssportsau

OVER 100 YEARS OF SPORTING EXCELLENCE
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NBULLS
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THEIR FORM AND TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Bulls.  

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Bulls today. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests the Bulls. This week, it’s the Bulls 2009 
Grand Final hammering of the Chiefs.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Bulls. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackle saves they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Bulls. 



42

It’s been literally, an up and down for 
the Bulls. They started off with a big 
win against the Stormers, then they 
were beaten by the Jaguares. Then 
came a two-game winning streak 
before being embarrassed by the 
Chiefs. A win against the Sharks was 
followed by another loss against the 
Jaguares, before the Bulls recovered 
to beat the Reds. That victory couldn’t 
spur a run for the Bulls as they were 
turned over by the Stormers before, 
once again returning to the winners 
circle against the ‘Tahs before doing 
their same trick by losing to the 
Crusaders then handling the Rebels 
at AAMI Park.

That’s all to say that the Bulls are 
an excellent side on their day but 
beatable. Inconsistency is either a 
sign of a side being close to great, or 
fatally flawed. You tend to believe the 
Bulls are more of the former, with the 
quality they have throughout their 
playing stocks. In Handre Pollard for 
example, the Bulls have an assassin 
off the tee. Pollard can punish you 
from pretty much anywhere inside 
his half, even if the ball doesn’t fly in 
Canberra quite like the Highveld.

They’ll need his range tonight too, 
statistically speaking anyway. Only 
the Stormers have scored less tries 
than the Bulls this season. In context, 
the Brumbies have scored 44 tries 
this season, to the Bulls 24. They are 
not hiding who they are. The Bulls will 
try to bully you, and if you don’t front 
up they will bully you. Attacking stats 
can only paint a portion of a picture 
when you evaluate teams, but the 
Bulls offensive metrics do give us 
some important insight. First in pick 
and drives, that tells us something. 
Second in advantage line percentage 
i.e.. how often are you getting over 
the gain line when carrying the ball. 
The Bulls are big, they are strong, 
and they are ready to fight you in the 
trenches. 

Then, they look to kick the ball. We 
mentioned above that Pollard was 
key for the Bulls, but the stats show 
us just how much they rely on his 
boot. The Bulls have attempted 45 
kicks at goal, the most in Super Rugby, 
12 more than the nearest other team 
and 38 more times than top-placed 
Crusaders. The Brumbies by the way 
are bottom of that list with three. 
The three-point hunting doesn’t stop 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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there. The Bulls have dropped back 
in the pocket for four drop-goals, 
their answer to the James Harden 
step back three! For context, eight 
teams haven’t attempted a droppie 
all season, five have taken one and 
the ‘Tahs tried two. 

So, they attack through the air, but 
how do the Bulls defend? Well, is 
the answer. They’re not the best 
defence in the comp but the Bulls 
know what they’re doing in that 
department. The brutality they 
show in the tackle is almost hard to 
watch at times. Against the ‘Tahs for 
example, there was time when the 
Bulls stopped attacks with a single 
shot. They didn’t turn the ball over, 
they just sucked every bit of life out 
of the attack, such was the ferocity 
of the hits.

That’s the book on the Bulls. They 
will come into GIO Stadium looking 
to beat the you know what out of 
the Brumbies. In boxing, they say 
styles make fights. Tonight, might 
be a slugfest, if the Brumbies are 
lured in by the Bulls. We can swim in 
those waters, absolutely but just like 
the Brumbies did to the Lions back 
in round nine, Dan McKellar and his 
charges know sometimes you’ve got 
to dance around the big puncher, 
before knocking them out late in the 
fight. 
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LIZO GQOBOKA
Position: Prop
Height: 182cm
Weight: 118kg
Super Rugby Caps: 48 

After an extended layoff due to injury, 
Lizo Gqoboka has started the 2019 
season with a bang and on current 
form would have to be one of the best 
looseheads in the competition. He is a 
formidable presence at scrum time and 
has also enjoyed making meters with 
the ball in his hands. With his front row 
partner and Springbok Trevor Nyakane, 
the Brumbies will have to bring their 
best to the table this week to match the 
Bulls’ scrum. Lizo is yet to earn his first 
international cap, but Rassie Erasmus 
would surely be keeping a close eye 
on him this year. Gqoboka has played 
in every game so far this season and 
averages over 20m a game which is a lot 
for a prop; this has included 6 linebreaks 
so far in 2019. Asked about his feats with 
the ball after their recent match against 
the Waratahs, Lizo said: “Nowadays you 
have to view yourself as an extra loose 
forward, you cannot just scrum and 
walk, so it is a big focus.”

DUANE VERMEULEN
Position: Number 8
Height: 193cm
Weight: 117kg
Super Rugby Caps: 119 

Duane Vermeulen is another player that 
joined the Bulls at the start of the 2019 
season. The former captain of the Stormers 
has played over 100 games of Super Rugby 
and is the definition of a seasoned veteran. 
At 193cm and almost 120 kilograms he is 
an imposing figure that is known for his 
work at number 8 but can comfortably 
cover the other positions in the backrow. 
Following the 2015 Rugby World Cup, 
Duane moved to France to play for Toulon 
before a brief stint playing in Japan. He 
has played 46 matches for South Africa 
and is a massive presence on the field, not 
only because of his huge frame, but also 
because of his understanding of the game. 
He has featured in 10 games this season 
for his club and will be one of their most 
important players in their push to make the 
finals. One of the highlights of the Bulls’ 
season so far came a few weeks ago when 
Vermeulen picked off a Nick Phipps pass 
and raced over 50m to score in the corner, 
if you haven’t seen this try yet do yourself 
a favour and google it now!

IN 
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I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  F R O N T 
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HANDRE POLLARD
Position: Flyhalf
Height: 188cm
Weight: 98kg
Super Rugby Caps: 56

Since his Super Rugby debut against the 
Sharks in 2013, Handre Pollard has enjoyed 
a mercurial rise to the top of South African 
rugby. As one of the country’s most 
consistent stars, the 25-year-old flyhalf has 
cemented his place as the Springbok’s first 
choice at number 10 in his 39 international 
caps. Pollard recently agreed to terms with 
French side Montpellier in a deal reported to 
be worth up to $2 million AUD a season, in a 
move that will see Bulls legend Morne Steyn 
return to the club in 2020. Handre got signed 
by the Bulls straight out of school and has 
only ever played for the Pretoria based rugby 
club. Pollard is currently leading the player 
charts in Super Rugby for points scored with 
144*, kicking at over 80% accuracy. He is 
known for his great game management and 
his cool, calm persona that is well beyond 
his years. With the way the Bulls are playing, 
expect Handre to feature in the finals series 
before he no doubt is called up for the Rugby 
World Cup later this year.

CORNAL HENDRICKS
Position: Wing 
Height: 189cm
Weight: 92kg
Super Rugby Caps: 35

Cornal Hendricks is a lightning fast winger 
who worked his trade for the Blitzboks 
on the Rugby 7s circuit before moving to 
the 15 a side game when he was signed 
by the Cheetahs. However, his career was 
almost cut short at the start of 2016 when 
a contractual SA Rugby medical revealed a 
heart condition that would seemingly end 
his playing days. Cornal immediately retired 
and spent the next two years away from 
the professional game, although he played 
in several invitational tournaments. He 
made his return when he joined the Bulls 
at the start of their 2019 campaign and has 
played in 8 games this season providing the 
team with experience and maturity that 
is always appreciated. Upon joining the 
Bulls, Hendricks stated: “As with any rugby 
player that plays this beautiful game, I fully 
understand the risks that go with it as I enter 
into this contract with the Bulls. I accept such 
risks.” While the 31-year-old may not add to 
the 12 Springbok caps he earned before his 
premature retirement, his story is one of 
success and inspiration. 

All statistics correct as of 17/05/19

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: BULLS
By the time of the 2009 Super Rugby Final 
the Bulls had already broken the South 
African Championship duck after the edged 
the perennial bridesmaids the Sharks 20-
19 in a thriller two year’s previously. The 
team, coached by Frans Ludeke, had their 
sights firmly set on title number two but 
standing in their way was a Chiefs outfit that 
had pushed them all the way in the final 
standings, finishing just a point behind the 
Bulls come the final reckoning. The two sides 
had served up a classic in Round 11, the host 
Bulls prevailing 33-27 at Loftus Versfeld in 
Pretoria. The Final promised to be just as 
close, but as it transpired, the Bulls were to 
put on a rugby masterclass. 

There was little indication of what was to 
follow as the chiefs scored first in front of 
a full-house at the iconic South African 
venue, right wing Lelia Masaga crossing 
before the game was effectively snatched 
from the Kiwi side in the first 17 minutes as 
the Bulls capitalised on three errors to score 
three tries and stun Mils Muliaina's side. 
When Bryan Habana produced a trademark 
intercept try right on halftime for a 34-7 lead 
with the Chiefs drowning in a sea of blue. 
Scrum-half Fourie du Preez had launched his 
side's eight-try stampede with a brace in a 
three-minute span and with flyhalf Morne 
Steyn adding nineteen points from the boot, 
it was one-way traffic. This large win by the 
Bulls, is still the highest winning score, and 
the highest winning margin ever in a Super 
Rugby Final. 

MATCH DETAILS
30 May 2009

Loftus Versfeld Stadium, Pretoria
Attendance: 55,000

Referee: Jonathan Kaplan 

RESULTS
Bulls 61 (T: Fourie Du Preez (2), Bryan 

Habana (2), Victor Matfield, Wynard 
Olivier, Pierre Spies, Danie Roussow, 

C: Morne Steyn (5), Burton Francis, P: 
Morne Steyn (2), DG: Morne Steyn)

Chiefs 17 (T: Lelia Masaga, Mils Muliaina, 
C: Stephen Donald (2), P: Stephen Donald
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 37-6

Date: 21/07/2013
Venue: Loftus Versfeld, Pretoria

Scorers: T: J. Mogg; T. Kuridrani, C: 
C. Lealiifano (2), P: C. Lealiifano (4)

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 21-32
Date: 13/03/2004
Venue: Loftus Versfeld, Pretoria
Scorers: T: S. Mortlock, M. Giteau, J. 
Paul, C: J. Roff (3)
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BULLS
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com
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R E T R OBRUMBIES
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LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. This 
week we spotlight Stephen Hoiles. 

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2010. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees a 
visit from an entertaining Ireland side 
back in 1979. 
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STEPHEN HOILES
Now well known for his role as a presenter 
on Fox Sports, Stephen Hoiles initially made 
his name as a classy loose forward for the 
Waratahs and Brumbies before making 
the transition to the small-screen. Hoiles 
had initially come to the attention of the 
Brumbies having been a standout performer 
for the Waratahs from 2004-2006 having 
been snapped up by the Sydneysiders 
following a stream of impressive displays for 
Randwick. A product of Waverley College, 
Hoiles represented Australia at sevens in 
2001 and had been capped by Australia A 
and made the move to Canberra for the 
2007 Super Rugby season.

He made his debut for the club against the 
Chiefs at Waikato Stadium in Hamilton, a 
game the Brumbies won 21-15, and was a 
regular choice in the squad over the next 

two seasons as the Brumbies finished fifth and 
ninth on the ladder under Laurie Fisher. With 
Fisher departed for the 2009 season, and a 
new coach in Andy Friend at the helm, Hoiles 
took over from Stirling Mortlock as Brumbies 
captain in 2009 and was a leader through one 
of the club's most difficult eras. He took on the 
responsibility of being the players' spokesman 
after Shawn Mackay tragically died on the 
team's tour of South Africa in his first year as 
skipper, undoubtedly the darkest day in the 
club’s history and carried himself with poise 
and composure at a difficult time.

On the field Hoiles was thriving as the team 
struggled for consistency. He first led the team 
into action at Carisbrook in Dunedin in the first 
match of the tumultuous 2009 campaign and 
emerged victorious 33-31. It was to be a topsy-
turvy first season as leader for Hoiles as the 
team won eight but lost five matches, ending 
the season in seventh place, three points off 
finals football, a fact sealed with a final round 

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT
The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle. 
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7-10 defeat to the Chiefs in Hamilton. On a 
personal level Hoiles went over for his first 
Brumbies try in the 32-31 Round 10 victory 
over the Bulls in Canberra and managed a 
brace as the Reds were comprehensively 
swept aside 52-10 in Brisbane as the 
Brumbies pushed for a top four berth. He 
managed to lead the team in nine of thirteen 
matches with George Smith taking over when 
Hoiles was unavailable.

The following season, 2010, Hoiles was an 
ever-present in the line-up leading the team 
in all thirteen matches as the Brumbies again 
went 8-5 and finished sixth, four points 
off the top four. This was to be Andrew 
Friend’s last season at the helm and Hoiles 
was to follow him out of the Brumbies exit 
some twelve months later, his last match as 
captain being the 22-40 loss to the Crusaders 
in Christchurch that wrapped up the 2010 
campaign. The 2011 season was the last 
year for Hoiles who appeared for only 
twenty minutes in the entirety of the Super 
Rugby fixture list as a troublesome Achilles 
injury curtailed his involvement. With the 
ARU cutting franchise squads to 30 players, 
Brumbies coach Jake White was reluctant to 

carry an injured player into the 2013 season 
and so Hoiles came to an agreement with the 
club to prematurely end his contract.

“I've put a lot of thought into it obviously,” 
Hoiles told the Canberra Times about his 
decision to part ways with the Brumbies.” I 
don't want to be in Canberra not being able 
to play and I don't think the club's keen to 
have the same situation happen as it did 
this year where I could only play 20minutes. 
I could just sit down there all year and wait 
until I got my foot right, but that could have 
been in round one or round four. But I didn't 
want the club to be a man down and go 
through what I did this year where you feel 
completely helpless.” And with Brumbies and 
Australian Institute of Sport doctors unable to 
give a definite time-frame for Holies’ return, 
the 30-year-old negotiated his release leave 
the capital and draw the curtain on a 77-cap 
Brumbies career with yielded half-a-dozen 
tries and 22 matches as Captain. 

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
15/02/09 v Highlanders 
(Carisbrook Stadium, Dunedin) W 33-31

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
14/05/10 v Crusaders 
(AMI Stadium, Christchurch) L 22-40

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 97
Debut: 03/02/07 v Chiefs (Waikato Stadium, 
Hamilton) W 21-15
Matches as Captain: 22
Appearances: 77
Points: 30 (6T)
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THE SEASON 
Final Position: 6th 

Once more the Brumbies just missed out 
on Finals football ending the season in 
sixth place having recorded 37 points, 
four less than the team that snuck into the 
final semi-final place, the Crusaders. There 
were eight wins and only five losses, but a 
final round shoot-out with the Crusaders 
in Christchurch convincingly went the way 
of the home side meaning the Brumbies 
just missed out. Four wins form the first 
five matches had given rise for optimism, 
even though the one loss was a huge 32-
50 defeat to eventual champions Bulls in 
Pretoria. A loss to the Blues in Auckland 
followed but excellent wins over the Chiefs 
and Cheetahs in Canberra, the latter a 61-15 
hammering of the hapless South Africans, 
kept the finals push alive. The turning point 
of the campaign appeared to be the back-
to-back losses to Hurricanes and Waratahs 
which left the Brumbies playing catch-up. 
Wins over the Reds and Highlanders gave 
hope, but the Crusaders snuffed that out at 
the last.

THE KEY PLAYER 
Prop forward Ben Alexander was in 
sensational form for the Brumbies in 2010, 
leading by example in every facet of play 
and, incredibly for a front-rower, leading 
the ACT club’s try-scorers list with seven 
from thirteen matches. Alexander is a bona-
fide Brumbies legend having gone on to set 
the Super Rugby caps record for the club 
before announcing his retirement on the 
2018 post-season in typically understated 
style. A solid scrummager who was 
equally at home either side of the scrum, 
Alexander had a fair turn of pace to boot 
and enjoyed crossing the line, something 
that he managed 21 times in 154 matches 
for the club. Indeed, Alexander had begun 
his Brumbies career in exactly that vein, 
making Brumbies debut in round 3 of the 
2008 season off the bench against the  
Reds, scoring a try to the delight of the 
crowd. Equally feted at international level 
as well, Alexander made 72 appearances for 
his country from 2008, and was a massive 
supporter of his club Uni-Norths Owls.

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2010
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ONE TO REMEMBER 
27/02/2010

Stormers 17 Brumbies 19
(Newlands Stadium, Cape Town)

A very good win away from home against a 
side that was to end the season as runner’s-
up on the overall standings and lose the 
Grand Final to their country-mates the Bulls. 
Newlands Stadium in Cape Town was the 
venue and 38,367 saw the Brumbies put 
in one of their best performances in a long 
while. George Smith crossed for the visitors 
only try with Matt Giteau converting and 
adding four penalties to the total. Pieter 
Louw responded for the Stormers with 
Johaan Pietersen banging over four penalties 
as well for the Stormers in a real nail-biter. 
In a match this tight, it was always going to 
be one error or moment of magic that was 
going to be decisive and, in the end, it was 
a long pass from Stormers tighthead prop 
Bok Harris that was intercepted by one of the 
Brumbies old masters, flank George Smith, 
that swung the game.

ONE TO FORGET
16/04/2010

Brumbies 13 Hurricanes 23
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra)

A costly defeat to a side that ended eighth 
on the ladder was one of the reasons that 
the Brumbies failed to make the finals in 
2010. The hurricanes don’t particularly enjoy 
Canberra as a venue, but they did on this 
occasion as they came away victors by ten 
points. Conrad Smith and Victor Vito claimed 
the two tries for the team from Wellington 
with Aaron Cruden adding thirteen points 
from the boot. A home crowd of 14,825 
saw the Brumbies respond with tries from 
Patrick Phibbs and Matt Giteau with Giteau 
also adding a conversion but the Hurricanes 
proved too strong. A follow-up loss to the 
Waratahs in Sydney left the Brumbies with 
too much too do to make the semi-finals. 
In truth, it was a somewhat disappointing 
campaign for the new Zealanders as well, as 
they fell well short of the play-offs.



56

SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Bulls 39 Crusaders 24
Stormers 25 Waratahs 6

FINAL
Bulls 25 Stormers 17

ELSEWHERE IN….2010
• An unlucky 49-year-old un-named 

airline passenger was arrested in 
Ireland after Slovak security officials 
placed explosives in his luggage 
for training, then forgot to remove 
them before the plane took off.  

• A Chinese National Highway Traffic 
Jam was the longest duration traffic 
jam in history, lasting 12 days and 
locking up 62 miles of highway.  

• In Paris, an un-named 18-month-
old boy fell from a 6th story 
window, bounced off the awning 
of a cafe below, and was then 
caught, unharmed, by a doctor 
who happened to be walking by.  

• New York City officials admitted they 
forgot about a stalled train during 
the 2010 blizzard, which left dozens 
of passengers stranded for 7 hours. 
The subway chief said at a hearing 
they simply "forgot about that train." 

• 26.5 million Canadians tuned 
into the gold medal final in 
men's hockey during the 2010 
Winter Olympics. That's 80% of 
the entire country's population.   

• Sandra Bullock accepted her 
Golden Raspberry Award in person 
for Worst Actress for her role in All 
About Steve. The following night, 
Bullock won the Academy Award 
for Best Actress for her role in The 
Blind Side.
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THE TOUR
Ireland arrived in Australia in late May 1979 
for an eight-match tour of the country with 
former international Noel Murphy leading 
the party. They’d had a mediocre Five 
Nations earlier in the Year winning one and 
drawing two of their four matches, defeating 
England (12-7), and ending all-square with 
France (9-9) and Scotland (11-11). Their sole 
defeat was against the Champions Wales 
(24-21). Strangely, there’d been three draws 
in the ten-match series that season, England 
and Scotland also locked in a stalemate (7-7). 
The Irish did include the wonderfully gifted 
Ollie Campbell and Tony Ward, two eclectic 
halfbacks who could set a rugby field on fire 
with their skills. Twenty-six players made the 
trip which began at Perry Lakes Stadium in 
Perth and a 39-3 win over Western Australia, 
the tourists scoring six tries, before the show 
rolled on to Canberra and a meeting with the 
ACT at Manuka Oval on Wednesday 23 May.

THE MATCH
The international class of the Irish stood 
out in the end after an excellent match 
at Manuka Oval in Canberra. The visitors 
scored five tries to one in winning 35-7 in 
what was a ‘convincing show of strength’ 
according to the headline in the Canberra 
Times the next day. Summing up, the 
newspaper opened with ‘Ireland scored five 
tries, kicked three penalty goals and three 
conversions, to de feat the ACT 35-7 (a try 
and a penalty goal) in a representative rugby 
union match at Manuka Oval yesterday. 
Ireland's scorers were Tony Ward with a try 
and all the kicks, and Terry Kennedy, Phil 
Orr, Paul McNaughton and Harry Steele. 
For the ACT, Peter O'Neill scored the try and 
Michael O'Connor kicked the penalty goal.’ 
THE ACT was a cause of pain to the Irish at 
the set-piece, particularly in the line-out 
where Graham Hughes, engaged in a tight 
battle with opposite number Moss Keane all 
afternoon, won his fair share of possession. 
The ACT went in front via a Michael O’Connor 
penalty, but a few minutes afterwards Ward 
crossed for Ireland. From then on it was the 
tourists in control, leading 19-7 at half-time 
with O’Neill’s try for the home side their only 
other score. Ireland increased the lead in the 
second half, eventually running away with 
the contest. 

1979: IRISH EYES ARE SMILING
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Wednesday 23 May 1979  
(Manuka Oval)
ACT 7 (T: Peter O’Neill, P: Michael O’Connor) 
Ireland  35 (Paul McNaughton, Terry 
Kennedy, Harry Steele, Phil Orr, Tony Ward, 
C: Tony Ward (3), P: Tony Ward (3))

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
The Irish tour continued to gather 
momentum as they headed towards the 
two-test showdown with Australia as the 
visitors edged past New South Wales 16-12 
at Sydney Sports Ground three days after the 
Act match. Willie Duggan and Fergus Slattery 
the try scorers. Another narrow win, this 
time 18-15 over Queensland at Ballymore 
via six penalties from Ollie Campbell sent 
Ireland into the First Test at the Brisbane 

venue in good heart. It was probably their 
best performance on tour as they ripped into 
an Australia side coached by Dace Brockhoff 
because of a heart attack suffered in New 
Zealand by Coach Daryl Haberecht. At one 
stage Australia led 12-9 but, in the end, were 
comprehensively outdone as Ireland, with 
two tries from Colin Patterson and the boot of 
Campbell, won 27-12. It was the highest score 
by an Ireland international in their history.  A 
further tour win against NSW Country (28-7) 
was followed by the only loss of the trip, a 
16-12 reverse to Sydney ahead of the final 
match, the second test at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. That match was a much tighter affair 
than the first, but with the same outcome, 
Ireland taking the honours 9-3 with Campbell 
slotting two penalties and a drop goal. 
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Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY
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WORLD CUP DOSSIER: URUGUAY
Continuing our look ahead to the 
2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan 
by examining the Wallabies Pool 
opponents in detail. This week, it’s 
Uruguay put under the microscope. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
making the news and who’s 
impressing in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
making the news and who’s 
impressing in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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THE MATCH?
AUSTRALIA v URUGUAY
Saturday 5 October 2019
Oita Stadium, Oita
 

WHO ARE THEY?
South American opposition who have qualified 
for three Rugby World Cups before this 
competing in 1999, 2003 and 2015. Nicknamed 
Los Teros, they are one of the oldest test sides 
in the World, making their Test debut in 1948 
in a game against Chile which they lost 3-21, 
and are ranked as the third best team in the 
Americas region, behind the big-hitters from 
Argentina and the USA. Uruguay has won the 
South American Rugby Championship once, 
in 1981, the only time (pre-2014) that a team 
other than Argentina won the tournament. 
They have come second on 19 occasions and 
third the remaining nine times that they have 
competed. 
 

RUNNING HOT OR COLD?
Uruguay enjoyed an excellent Americas Rugby 
Championship in February and March of this 
year winning four and losing just one of their 
five matches played. After defeating Canada 
20-17 in Montevideo in their opening match, 

Los Teros then saw off the challenge of Chile 
20-5 at the same venue. As was to be expected, 
they fell to defeat against the strong Argentina 
XV who went on to claim top spot, but 
recovered well to record their best result, a 32-
25 success over the USA in Seattle. A routine, if 
highly-exciting 42-30 win over Brazil completed 
the tournament and should give them some 
momentum to build on. 

WORLD CUP HIGHLIGHT?
Having only won two Rugby World Cup matches 
in seven attempts there’s not a huge amount to 
choose from but, of their successes, the victory 
over Georgia is probably more significant. That 
result came in the 2003 Rugby World Cup right 
here in Australia where 28,576 watched the 
action at Aussie Stadium in Sydney. Fullback 
Alfonso Cardoso, hooker Diego Lamelas and 
Nicolas Brignoni scored the tries for Uruguay 
with Diego Aguirre converting two and Juan 
Menchaca converting the other and adding a 
penalty. The win made sure that Uruguay ended 
the competition fourth in their pool, above the 
winless Georgians. That tournament in 2003 
also saw them rack up the most points they’ve 
managed across the competition with their 56 
beating the 42 in 1999 and the 30 in 2015.

WORLD CUP DOSSIER
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WORLD CUP LOWLIGHT?
Probably from the same tournament when they 
were handing an absolute hiding by England. 
The English side would go onto win the Rugby 
World Cup that year so losing to them was 
probably expected but to concede over 100 
points was disappointing for the Uruguayans, 
who had earlier been beaten by 72-6 against 
South Africa and 60-13 by Samoa. They shipped 
a record seventeen tries against the rampant 
English for who Josh Lewsey claimed five. There 
were also doubles for Iain Balshaw, Mike Catt, 
Andy Gomarsall and Jason Robinson as England 
ran riot in front of a crowd of 46,233 at Suncorp 
Stadium in Brisbane. 
 

FAMOUS FACE?
Perhaps Uruguayan rugby’s most famous faces 
weren’t rugby internationals at all? Nando 
Parrado and Roberto Canessa are immortalised 
as the duo whose remarkable ten-day trek over 
61km helped save the lives of the survivors of 
the air crash of Uruguayan Flight 571, containing 
Members of the amateur Old Christians Club 
rugby union team from Montevideo, after 72 
days in the Andes. Their story has been told in 
book and film form, Alive: The Story of the Andes 
Survivors and is an incredible against-all-odds 
story of survival. If you haven’t read the story or 
seen the film, do yourself a favour and do so – it 
really is epic. 

SUPERSTAR?
Diego Ormaechea, who played as a number 
eight, is considered the greatest Uruguayan 
rugby player of all time. Introduced to rugby as 
a youngster he played for over two decades and 
amassed 33 tries in 54 caps. His 151 points for 
his country rank him at eighth on the all-time 
Uruguayan test rankings and is often cited as 
an inspirational personality that attracts many 
youngsters to the sport. Outside of rugby, Diego 
is is one of the top veterinary surgeons in South 
America in his discipline which is specialising in 
Racing Horses. 

HAVE WE MET BEFORE?
Only once, but it was on the big stage as the 
Wallabies faced up to Uruguay in Pool A at the 
2015 Rugby World Cup in England. The match 
was played at Villa Park in Birmingham, the 
home of football club Aston Villa, but it was 
more akin to a cricket score as the Wallabies 
trounced their opponents 65-3. The Australians 
scored eleven tries without reply, Sean 
McMahon, Ben McCalman and Drew Mitchell 
crossing for a brace apiece with Quade Cooper, 
playing at flyhalf, only able to convert five of 
his eleven shots at goal that afternoon. His 
opposite number, Felipe Berchesi, struck the 
South Americans’ only points of the contest, a 
24th minute penalty goal, in front of a crowd 
of 39,605. Brumbies’ stars Henry Speight and 
Tevita Kuridrani were among the Wallabies try-
scorers in a one-sided match. 



64

Cheetahs wing Rabz Maxwane and flyhalf Tian 
Schoeman were both honoured at the Pro14 
awards ceremony in Dublin last week. Maxwane 
walked away with the Top Try-Scorer Award 
after finishing the pool stages of the Pro14 
season with an impressive 14 five-pointers – 
equaling the record set by Scotland wing Tim 
Visser. The speedster also topped the standings 
with the most clean breaks, at 34, five more 
than Johnny McNicholl of Scarlets.

‘I am still gutted that I didn’t get what I set up 
for myself,’ Maxwane said of his record. ‘That is 
a bounce of the ball I suppose, the one moment 
you are lucky, and the next you aren’t. I am 
looking forward to working towards that again, 
but my goal was to be the top try-scorer, and I 
achieved that.’

Another three South Africans joined Maxwane 
among the top 10 try-scorers – Cheetahs 
captain Shaun Venter scored 10 tries, while 
the Kings’ duo of Bjorn Basson and Yaw Penxe 
each touched down eight times. Meanwhile, 
Schoeman was named the Dacia Iron Man after 
playing an incredible 1564 minutes of rugby – 
the most by an individual in the competition 
this season.

Schoeman also boasts the bragging rights of 
being the fourth-highest points’ scorer in the 

2018-19 season with 134 points, while the 
Southern Kings’ Masixole Banda was two places 
behind him on the table with 115 points.

‘It has been a long and tough season for 
the Cheetahs, but we’re are already looking 
forward to next season and the Currie Cup,’ 
Schoeman said. ‘It has been a good start for me 
at the Cheetahs, and I have been fortunate not 
to have any serious injuries, and I have been 
healthy to play in just about all of the matches.’

SA Rugby president Mark Alexander 
congratulated the two for their awards. ‘This a 
tough competition with top-class players, and 
for two players from our South African teams to 
be among the nine award winners is a fantastic 
achievement,’ Alexander said. ‘Their class 
and consistency this season was admirable, 
and we are all very proud of them. It was also 
rewarding to see a handful of other Cheetahs 
and Southern Kings players finish among the 
top points and try-scorers in the competition. 
This certainly shows the quality of our players.’

Pro14 award winnera
Player’s Player of the Year – Bill Mata 
(Edinburgh)
Coach of the Season – Kieran Crowley 
(Benetton Treviso)
Golden Boot – Jaco van der Walt (Edinburgh)

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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Super Rugby may have the tag of "glorified 
basketball" by northern critics but its speed of 
play has been acknowledged as the key reason 
the All Blacks are dominating the modern game. 
A day after critic Stephen Jones launched another 
broadside at Super Rugby and the New Zealand 
game, his stablemate at The Times, Stuart Barnes 
talked up the strengths of southern hemisphere 
rugby and their worthy influence on the 
international game. Barnes, in analysing the Super 
Rugby thriller in Dunedin that saw the Highlanders 
and Chiefs draw 31-31, wrote that the "speed 
of the game is light years ahead of European 
intensity. Leinster and Saracens are fine teams but 
neither would relish the overdrive element of last 
Saturday". Barnes felt the southern speed versus 
northern intensity was a debate that will go all the 
way to this year's World Cup, but the All Blacks 
had already proven their system by winning the 
last two tournaments in style. 

"Inspired attack or inadequate defence? Defence 
often appeared optional. That's how some of the 
Old World critics like to categorise Super Rugby: 
glorified basketball," Barnes wrote in The Times. 
"In the insult, there is praise. Basketball's best 
has size, speed, balance and the most exquisitely 
brilliant handling skills. Maybe there is not enough 
basketball rugby? It certainly doesn't seem to 
bother the All Blacks whose teams are its arch-
exponents. Pace is a problem; a problem for 
those not used to playing against it. When New 

Zealand translate the speed of Super Rugby to 
their international team, the step-up from the 
next grade down to test rugby is doable. Other 
sides find it breathless. If you don't believe that, 
examine New Zealand's win-loss ratio since 
the format of Super Rugby was introduced into 
the southern hemisphere in 1996. Look at the 
destination of World Cup winners. The evidence 
indicates that the south has a system that slips 
more easily into the highest level of competition 
than European 'intensity'.

"To win the World Cup, the yardstick for every 
team is to possess a side capable of beating the 
All Blacks. There are two broad approaches to this 
most difficult of tasks: you either match them at 
their game or confront them with an alien style 
of rugby."

Barnes noted that the Springboks had nullified 
the All Blacks in Wellington last year with a more 
traditional style and England had troubled Steve 
Hansen's side at Twickenham last November with 
a similar approach. They had "played it tighter, 
narrowed the channels of attack and shrunk the 
width of the pitch. Wide pitches work in favour of 
wizardry and none possess wizards like Beauden 
Barrett and his boys. Whichever way a team 
choose to play, it requires a dynamic game plan. 
That is the key word for teams with aspirations to 
eclipse Steve Hansen's double world champions.”

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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SARACENS CLAIM EUROPEAN GLORY AGAIN
Saracens came from behind to win their third 
European title in four years with a 20-10 victory 
over Leinster in the Champions Cup final at St 
James' Park. The Irish side held a 10-point lead 
until the 39th minute but Sarries drew level 
when Sean Maitland's try cancelled out Tadhg 
Furlong's opener. Both defences stood firm after 
the interval, but Owen Farrell kicked Saracens 
in front just before the hour. Victory was sealed 
when Billy Vunipola crashed over from the back 
of a scrum. Farrell kicked the conversion as the 
Londoners scored 20 unanswered points and put 
in a dominant second-half performance, despite 
losing both their starting props to injury in the first 
half.

Saracens - who become the first English side 
to win three Champions Cups after ending 
their European campaign unbeaten - will play a 
Premiership semi-final later this month as they 
continue to pursue the double, while Leinster 
remain on course to defend their Pro14 title.

THIRD CHALLENGE CUP FOR CLERMONT
Clermont Auvergne secured their third Challenge 
Cup title – and first since 2007 – after a dominant 
36-16 triumph over La Rochelle at St James’ Park 
in Newcastle on Friday. Clermont controlled much 
of the first half and deservedly went into the 
break 13-6 in front through Damian Penaud’s try 
and a penalty apiece from Morgan Parra and Greig 
Laidlaw. Ihaia West kicked a pair of three-pointers 
for the Top 14’s fourth placed side and added a 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY: GLOBAL NEWS 
third effort off the tee in the second period, but 
Auvergne were simply too good. Les Jaunards are 
known for their inability to win big finals but they 
had enough to overcome La Rochelle as Laidlaw 
kicked two more penalties before Fritz Lee 
touched down. Their opponents battled valiantly 
and were rewarded via Uini Atonio’s close range 
effort, but Clermont sealed the win when Wesley 
Fofana went over.

GOODE NAMED EUROPEAN PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Alex Goode was named European Player of the 
Year after helping Saracens win a third Champions 
Cup in four years. Mark McCall's side came 
from 10-0 down to beat holders and four-time 
champions Leinster 20-10 and regain the trophy. 
Goode beat fellow nominees Sean Cronin, Tadhg 
Furlong, Garry Ringrose and Mako Vunipola and 
received the award on the pitch after Saturday's 
final. “It's a special team,” Goode told the BBC. 
“The second half was our best performance in 
any game I've known. It's the only club I've ever 
known, and it means so much to me to win with 
Sarries.”

LONDON IRISH BUILDING CLASSY SQUAD
London Irish have signed World Cup-winning All 
Blacks winger Waisake Naholo ahead of their 
return to the Premiership next season. The 
28-year-old, capped 26 times, has also won a 
Super Rugby title with the Highlanders in New 
Zealand. Exiles director of rugby Declan Kidney 
said Naholo is a "top-class player who will bring 
great experience with him". Naholo hopes to be 
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TOTTENHAM TO HOST EUROPEAN FINALS
The European club rugby finals in 2021 will be 
staged at the hugely impressive Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium in London, it has been 
announced. The state-of-the-art North London 
venue, with a capacity of just over 62,000, will 
open its doors to rugby fans from all over the 
world on May 21-22 of that year for the Heineken 
Champions Cup and European Rugby Challenge 
Cup showpiece matches, adding club rugby’s 
greatest weekend to the list of premium sporting 
events there that already includes fixtures in the 
English Premier League, UEFA Champions League 
and the NFL.

As well as providing an outstanding experience 
for fans, Tottenham’s hosting proposition has 
promised to deliver a strong social and sporting 
legacy to the local community. Last season’s 
landmark Finals Weekend in Bilbao returned 
a total economic impact to the Basque Region 
of around €49m (£43.19m) as almost 84,000 
supporters packed into San Mamés Stadium 
to enjoy compelling rugby action in a new and 
dynamic setting.

Sources: www.planetrugby.com, World Rugby, 
BBC Sport, ESPN

selected for the 2019 World Cup in Japan and is 
expected to join Irish later in the year. His signing 
follows that of Australia Test prop Sekope Kepu 
for next season's Premiership campaign.  Kepu 
made his name with New South Wales Waratahs 
in Super Rugby and also had a stint at French Top 
14 side Bordeaux in 2015-16, where he played 
14 games. With Curtis Rona, Nick Phipps, Allan 
Dell, Paddy Jackson and Sean O’Brien already on 
board for next season, the Irish mean business.  

FOURTH WORLD CUP FOR OWENS & BARNES
Referees Nigel Owens and Wayne Barnes have 
been selected to officiate at their fourth Rugby 
World Cup. Welshman Owens, 47, took charge of 
the 2015 final between New Zealand and Australia 
at Twickenham. Barnes, 40, is joined by fellow 
English referee Luke Pearce, who will be appearing 
in his first tournament. Four Frenchmen have been 
selected among the 12-strong group of referees 
while the host nation Japan has just one assistant 
referee, Shuhei Kubo. England-based Matthew 
Carley and Karl Dickson have been selected as 
assistant referees along with Ireland RFU official 
Andrew Brace.



The Choice of the Wallabies

*IRI MarketEdge, Vitamins & Supplements Scan Data (AU Pharmacy + AU Grocery), Dollars, MAT 30/12/2018.

PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) W 54-17

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) L 13-43
8 Rebels (a) L 26-29
15 Waratahs (h) W 19-13
24 Reds (a) L 14-36
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) L 14-36
13 Lions (h) W 31-20
20 Stormers (a) W 19-17
28 Jaguares (a) L 15-20

MAY
4 Blues (h) W 26-21
12 Sunwolves (h) W 33-0
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

FOURTH CLEAN-SHEET IN HISTORY
The shut-out of the Sunwolves at GIO 
Stadium in Canberra two weeks ago 
was only the fourth time in Super Rugby 
history that the Brumbies have managed 
to keep the opposition to nil. It was a 
remarkable defensive effort from the 
team who join the sides from 2000, 
2006 and 2015 who kept the Cats and 
Reds(twice) from registering a single 
point. Our graphic below tells the tale of 
how the Sunwolves games ranks in our 
club’s illustrious history.  

EIGHTEEN TRY SCORERS IN 2019
Joe Powell became the eighteenth Brumby 
to score a try this season when he crossed 
in the 33-0 win over the Sunwolves at 
GIO Stadium in Round 13. Powell joins 
Alaalatoa, Arnold, Banks, Brown, Carter, 
Fainga’a, Kuridrani, Lealiifano, Mann-
Rea, McCaffrey, Peni, Pulu, Samu, Slipper, 
Speight, Valetini and Wright who have all 
claimed five-pointers during the Super 
Rugby campaign.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Brumbies 12 6 0 6 291 286 +5 5 29
2 Rebels 12 6 0 6 318 313 +5 4 28
3 Waratahs 12 5 0 7 296 293 +3 6 26
4 Reds 12 5 0 7 293 317 -24 3 23
5 Sunwolves 12 2 0 10 240 407 -167 4 12

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders 13 9 3 1 385 206 +179 7 49
2 Hurricanes 13 9 1 3 353 304 +49 2 40
3 Highlanders 13 5 2 6 346 322 +24 5 29
4 Blues 12 5 0 7 262 270 -8 6 26
5 Chiefs 13 4 2 7 333 417 -84 3 23

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Bulls 12 7 0 5 306 274 +32 4 32
2 Jaguares 12 7 0 5 318 297 +21 4 32
3 Lions 12 7 0 5 299 344 -45 2 30
4 Sharks 12 5 1 6 280 245 +35 7 29
5 Stormers 12 5 1 6 248 273 -25 4 26



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2019 APPS 2019 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 10 5 – 1t 69 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 10 10 – 2t 68 35 – 7t

Tom BANKS 12 25 – 5t 40 85 – 17t

Jahrome BROWN 7 5 – 1t 7 5 – 1t

Sam CARTER 11 5 – 1t 116 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK 10 - 27 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS 8 - 18 -

Blake ENEVER 5 - 50 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 11 50 – 10t 24 65 – 13t

Vunipola FIFITA 1 - 1 -

Mack HANSEN 1 - 1 -

Wharenui HAWERA 5 4 – 2c 36 190 ¬– 2t, 42c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU 1 - 1 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE 3 - 14 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 12 20 – 4t 116 125 – 25t

Christian LEALIIFANO 11 65 – 1t, 27c, 3p 144 913 – 20t, 171c, 155p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 11 - 44 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN 3 - 4 -

Matt LUCAS 8 - 57 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 9 5 – 1t 69 40 – 8t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 7 10 – 2t 35 30 – 6t

Connal MCINERNEY 4 - 10 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD 9 - 23 30 – 6t

Chance PENI 3 10 – 2t 17 45 – 9t

David POCOCK 3 - 112 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 12 5 – 1t 54 20 – 4t

Toni PULU 7 5 – 1t 38 75 – 15t

Tom ROSS 3 - 3 -

Pete SAMU 12 10 – 2t 45 55 – 11t 

Irae SIMONE 10 - 20 -

Scott SIO 11 - 96 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 12 5 – 1t 116 30 – 6t 

Henry SPEIGHT 10 20 – 4t 118 225 – 45t

Darcy SWAIN 7 - 8 -

Lausii TALIAULI 2 - 25 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 4 5 – 1t 7 10 – 2t

Tom WRIGHT 7 10 – 2t 7 10 – 2t
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 

#SUPERSEASON

Foxtel marks used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd. 

I want it all
✓ Super Rugby: Every game LIVE
✓ Rugby Championship: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby World Cup: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby Sevens World Tour: Every stop LIVE

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

The Plus500 Brumbies moved to the top of 
the Australian Conference with a five-try 
33-0 defeat of the Sunwolves at GIO Stadium. 
Wearing their new-styled kit, especially 
commissioned for Mother’s Day and featuring 
the names of the player’s mothers on the back 
of the jerseys, the Brumbies were electric in 
attack and rock-solid in defence keeping the 
opposition scoreless for the first time since 
14 March 2025 when the Brumbies kept out 
the Reds in Brisbane, and for only the fourth 
time in the club’s history. As impressive as the 
defence was, the attack sparkled with some 
scintillating tries being scored. Henry Speight 
was in irrepressible form, touching down twice 
in the match, the first an incredible length 
of the field effort in conjunction with Tevita 
Kuridrani that ripped the Sunwolves defence 
to shreds. Speight created a brilliant score 
for Tom Banks in the second half, running a 
sublime line to feed the fullback, but it was 
centre Kuridrani who caught the eye, three 
try assists for the big midfielder suggesting he 
was firmly back to his best. Official man of the 
match honours went to number eight Pete 
Samu, rampaging in the loose and scoring a 
superb try of his own to seal the points close 
to the final whistle. Joe Powell scampered 
over for the other Brumbies try, Christian 
Lealiifano adding eight points for the tee, in 
what was a consummate display from Dan 
McKellar’s team. 

RESULTS
R13: Plus500 Brumbies (19) 33 (T: Speight 
(2), Powell, Banks, Samu, C: Lealiifano (4)) 
Sunwolves 0

BRUMBIES SHUT-OUTS
01/04/00 v Cats (h) W 64-0

29/04/06 v Reds (H) W 36-0

14/03/15 v Reds (a) W 29-0

12/05/19 v Sunwolves (h) W 33-0
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