
 

 

SOAKS Old Boys Newsletter Number 3 2023 

 
 

Welcome to the 3rd SOAKS Old Boys Newsletter for 2023. Featured in this edition is a tribute to 

the late Reg Nash and the well attended March SOAKS drinks is captured in photos. In ‘From the 

SOAKS Vault’, there is a reflection on the origins of SOAKS and the Club’s formative first steps. 

Finally, the Newsletter catches up with Herbie to see where on the Mainland he was recently to visit 

with another SOAKS Old Boy. 

I hope that you enjoy all the news, humour and nostalgia.  

 
 

SOAKS Old Boys Calendar of upcoming Events 

 

Friday 7 April 2023 

(SOAKS monthly drinks from 5 pm @ Tom McHugo’s) 

 

Friday 5 May 2023   

(SOAKS monthly drinks from 5 pm @ Tom McHugo’s) 

 

 
SOAKS March Drinks  

 

 
 

 

 

 

March 2023 
A ‘fantastic five’ SOAKS model the Club’s ‘drinking shirts’ including: Harry Cox, Dave Morris, 

Andrew Herbert, Greg O’Keefe and Lynton Foster (above).   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

March 2023 
Meanwhile SOAKS John Gillon, Barry Hamilton, Tim Oxley, Dave Kilpatrick and Richard Boult thought it was mufti 

Friday, appearing as incognito as they can (above). 

 

Mal Riley and Richard 

Boult (above) are all set and  

ready for the next round (of 

drinks)! Complete with a 

refreshed glass, Nigel (left) 

looks well satisfied with 

proceedings. 

Nigel Shepherd (above) 

looks a little concerned 

that Herbie’s not 

drinking!  



From the SOAKS Vault 

 

With season 2023 almost upon us, it is appropriate to acknowledge the 90th anniversary of the 

Tasmanian University Rugby Union Football Club (TURUFC) and congratulate the Club on such a 

monumental accomplishment indeed.  

As the origins of our Club SOAKS are intimately connected with the story of the University Rugby 

Club, it is only fitting and timely to reflect on the birth of the University Associates Rugby Club (aka 

SOAKS). The following items taken from the 1965 TRU Report of Council and a Gordon Burnett 

article from the Mercury in 1967 detail the origins of SOAKS and the phenomenal early success of the 

Club. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

In an interesting note and in another club development, 1965 saw Glenorchy drop the tartan 

jerseys of the former Gordon Club and adopt the now familiar black jersey of Glenorchy. 

However, in a nice touch the Stag’s head emblem was retained, to maintain the link with the past. 



 
 

 
 

 

The 1965 Premiership winning SOAKS Senior team (below) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Premiership winning 

1959 University Rugby 

Club (right) are seen in their 

former striped jerseys and 

below in the 1980s Uni 

playing against SOAKS in 

their now familiar red strip. 

SOAKS acquired the striped 

jerseys when the one club 

became two separate 

entities. 



 

 
 

The 1965 Premiership winning SOAKS Reserve Grade team (below) 

 

 
 

 
 

The 1965 University Rugby Club 

report highlights the new-look student 

only teams representing the Club. With 

the establishment of SOAKS, UTAS 

graduates and other older former Uni 

players from 1965 onwards 

predominantly played their rugby with 

Associates. So, in essence one club 

became two for the next 31 years. 

The 1965 

State Final 



 
 

The Premiership tally boards 1965-1995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Tasmania 2000 Sporting Almanac 

 

 
 

 

Premierships won by Associates 

Rugby Club 1965-1995 

 

Seniors 

Total: 6 

Years: 1965, 1967, 1970, 1971, 

1972, 1984 

 

Reserve Grade 

Total: 3 

Years: 1965, 1981,1982 

 

Gordon Burnett’s 1967 article from the 

Mercury outlines a brief history of 

SOAKS formation. 

Premierships won by Tasmanian 

University Rugby Club 1965-1995 

 

Seniors 

Total: 3 

Years: 1978, 1989, 1990 

 

 

Reserve Grade 

Total: 4 

Years: 1968, 1970, 1971, 1974 

Over the period 

1965-1995 as two 

separate clubs 

SOAKS and Uni 

enjoyed considerable 

success as can be 

seen from the tally 

boards presented 

here. 



A very interesting item in the 1965 TRU Report is featured below and details an interstate clash between 

NSW and Tassie. On the surface of it, the result is quite extraordinary. 

 

 

 
Heard and Noted 

 

Vale Reg Nash by Damian Kerin 

 

Reg Nash was the father of Tim Nash, SOAKS legend and Club Captain in 1984-85. When Tim rocked up to 

SOAKS to play Colts in the late 1970’s with all his St Virgil’s rugby and rowing mates, Associates was also 

gifted the boy’s number one fan: his father, Reg 

Nash. Any friend of Tim’s was a friend of Reg’s. 

 

Associates Rugby Club has certainly had some 

colourful characters as players and supporters. 

 

The sign of a great supporter is that they are there 

through the thick and thin of the club’s rich 

history and the journey of the players. In the late 

1970s and early ‘80s, Reg Nash was certainly one 

of those guys. 

 

A thorough gentleman he was, softly spoken and 

ever-so polite. But he would get excited as the SOAKS boys plied their trade with such skill and grace on the 

pitch. 

 

An astute exponent of the game, Reg played the game in the town of Forbes in country NSW. A very handy 

rugby player and cricketer in his youth. 

 

Reg could referee the game perfectly from the sidelines, but the match referee would tend to differ. Reg would 

arc up if the ref dared to penalize SOAKS, and even more so if a penalty went against Tim. So, I dare say he 

arced up regularly. 

 

Ever encouraging at the beginning of a game, he’d be seen wishing all players in both Reserves and Seniors, a 

great game. At the end of the game Reg would pat everyone on the back and thank them for a great game. 

“Great game!” was always his call. 

 

Associates’ players always ran on to the pitch looking pristine in our laundered and repaired jerseys as a result 

of Reg’s generous sponsorship from the `Lost Sock Launderette’ in Glenorchy, owned by Reg and Val Nash.  

 

On a personal note, it was a privilege to be around the club during Reg Nash’s time. His wisdom and his 

manner with the players have stayed with me for life. 

 

On behalf of all SOAKS blokes, condolences are extended to Tim and all the Nash family. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbie, SOAKS everywhere man, was on the road once again, this time in Brisbane to catch up with 

SOAKS Old Boy George Melit at the Regatta Hotel no less! 

 

Watch out for the monthly drinks email reminders and the periodic SOAKS Old Boys email newsletters in 

future. You can also keep in touch by viewing or joining Hobart Convicts Rugby and SOAKS Facebook 

site at https://www.facebook.com/groups/68764449606/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/68764449606/

