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SIRROMET 
AD

MIKEHAYES
AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF

THE YEAR 2017 (ASVO)

Visit the Cellar Door to discover the new range of
organic and vegan wines. 

“Intrinsically chiselled by Mother Nature, our wines are
sculptured by wind, rain and sunshine to embed typicity of

style whilst philosophically stimulating the mind with
natural pleasures.” Sirromet Chief  Winemaker

& Director of  Viticulture. 

Sirromet Winery now home to Australian
Winemaker of  the Year 2017, Mike Hayes.

https://www.sirromet.com/
http://www.icon.co
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It’s great to be back home for tonight’s 
Round 5 clash against the Western Force at 
Suncorp Stadium.

This week marks the halfway point of 
the Harvey Norman Super Rugby AU 
competition and it’s great to see the 
St.George Queensland Reds undefeated 
with a game in a hand on the Brumbies who 
have the bye this week.

No doubt Brad Thorn and his men will be 
looking to continue their perfect start to 
the season and make it four-from-four, as 
Queensland aim for a ninth straight win 
at home with another victory at Suncorp 
Stadium tonight.

I would like to welcome the Western Force 
to Brisbane, as well as their coaching staff 
and team management who have all made 
the long flight over from Perth. 

In particular, I would also like to 
acknowledge and congratulate Force 
frontrower Greg Holmes who will play his 
150th Super Rugby match tonight.

Born in Warwick and later attending 
Downlands College in Toowoomba, Greg 
made his Super Rugby debut for the 
Reds in 2005 and played 146 games for 
Queensland, so it’s quite fitting he gets to 
bring up the milestone here at Suncorp 
Stadium tonight. 

Following last week’s thrilling win over the 
Brumbies in Canberra, the Reds have made 
just the one change to their starting XV for 
tonight’s game. 

Electric outside back Ilaisa Droasese will 
make his Super Rugby starting debut on the 
wing, with fellow Fijian flyer Filipo Daugunu 
unavailable due to personal reasons.  

 Reds Academy product and Ipswich 
Grammar schoolboy sensation Kalani 
Thomas could make his Super Rugby debut 
via the bench in one-of-two changes to the 
Reds’ reserves, as Hamish Stewart returns to 
the matchday 23 as a finisher this weekend.  

Queensland are on the road for the 
next fortnight travelling to Sydney and 
Melbourne against the Waratahs and Rebels 
respectively, before returning home in 
Round 8 to host the Brumbies in our final 
home match of the regular season which is 
certainly not a match to miss.

Against an experienced and quality Force 
outfit, tonight’s match makes for an exciting 
evening of rugby and I thank you for your 
attendance.

Go Reds!

QRU President - Roger Gould

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Roger Gould
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Rhino Australia is your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all your Rugby playing and training needs.
Email sales@rhinoaustralia.comsales@rhinoaustralia.com or call now on 1300 556 1121300 556 112  

Let us provide high quality products for your club or school with huge savings!

www.rhinoaustralia.com

WORLD CLASS BALLS
SCRUM MACHINES
BREAKDOWN BAGS
TACKLE PADS
HIT SHIELDS
PROTECTION
GRIP-TEC
FITNESS TRAINING
FIELD EQUIPMENT
AND SO MUCH MORE...

Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1 15/02/2021   12:10:4315/02/2021   12:10:43

https://reds.rugby/experience/corporate-hospitality
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https://australia.rugby/participate/play/registration-information
https://5050charityraffle.com.au/reds
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THE PULSATING VICTORY OVER THE BRUMBIES IN CANBERRA 
WAS A TRIUMPH ON MANY LEVELS INCLUDING THE NEW CAREER 
PHASE BEING ENTERED BY TOP PROP TANIELA TUPOU.

BY JIM TUCKER

TANIELA TUPOU: 
THE MATCHWINNER ENTERING 

A NEW CAREER PHASE OF 
DOMINANCE

8
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Tonight’s rivals from the Western Force may 
worry about the footwork of Jordan Petaia in the 
centres or a dart from halfback Tate McDermott 
but they fear what Tupou can do to their scrum 
if they are not switched on at Suncorp Stadium.  

So quickly does rugby move these days that 
Tupou is the most experienced Queensland 
Reds forward with 67 appearances behind him.

He is still only 24. At the same age, the late great 
Stan Pilecki was only starting the second season 
of his record run to 122 games in the Queensland 
front-row.  

That’s a startling reflection of how far Tupou has 
come in a short time and how much there is still 
ahead for the 128kg Wallabies prop.

Tupou’s powerhouse scrummaging and his own 
try transformed the match in Canberra in the final 
20 minutes of last weekend’s 40-38 classic.

“We had to do everything to win that game and 
a winning scrum was a big part of it,” Tupou said.

“It was a big win for us... the first time I’ve won 
in Canberra and the team’s first win there since 
2014.”

Few remember but Canberra was also the scene 
of Tupou’s Super Rugby debut in 2016.  

He’d been twisted and shoved around by All 
Blacks prop Joe Moody when the Crusaders 
visited Ballymore for a trial earlier that season so 
nothing seemed as certain about his future as it 
does now.

“When I first arrived at the Reds (in late 2014) I 
didn’t know how to scrum or really where to get 
to for the next phase,” Tupou reflected.

What he’s always been able to do is run and run 
like some super-sized Forrest Gump with palm 
trunks for legs. He twisted over for a try in that 
game too.

“You can’t just be a good runner at this level. The 
first thing in a tighthead prop’s job is to scrum,” 
Tupou said.

“I had my troubles against Joe Moody (in the trial) 
but I got to know more what to expect against 
the best in the world.”

Tupou has won scrummaging duels with Moody 
since and it all comes back to the unrushed, 
methodical and orchestrated education he has 
got at the Reds.

Former Reds coach Nick Stiles and current 
scrum boss Cameron Lillicrap both spent a great 
amount of time and care developing Tupou’s 
tools to become a world-class scrummager.

Tupou’s crunching authority will again be a huge 
factor against the Force.

“Taniela was a huge part of us winning the game 
in that final period against the Brumbies when 
I think we got three scrum penalties,” Reds 
captain James O’Connor said.

Tupou played the full 80 minutes, almost 
unheard of in this era of rotating two fresh props 
into action in the second half.

“Taniela hasn’t just had one big year (with 
workload and improvement). He’s had a big five 
or six years because he played pretty much 80 
minutes all through 2020,” O’Connor said.

“He came into the season a little easier (by 
resting from the pre-season trial) but I think you 
saw, when the big game arrived, he stepped up.”

O’Connor is delighted there are so many shades 
and variations in the Reds’ armoury right now 
thanks to attack coach Jim McKay and the 
familiarity among players who have played a 
number of seasons together.

“It’s always been part of the progression to have 
more than one structure in attack and more than 
a few set plays,” O’Connor said.

“It’s refreshing to have different ways to play.”

Tupou introduced his new sidekick to the world 
this week... a two-month-old bull mastiff named 
Hulk to pair up with brother Thor.

“I spend a bit of money on meat for the big fella... 
he’s getting as big as his brother already,” Tupou 
said.

Tupou insists the superhero names came from 
the prompting of Reds’ teammates Lukhan 
Salakaia-Loto and Liam Wright.

Right now, the Reds don’t need a Superhero 
Round to celebrate their high-performer in the 
front-row because “Tongan Thor” fits all XXXL 
capes and tights with the way he’s playing. 
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Developed with your ultimate wellbeing in mind.
neurosocks

Cushioned 
Heel Cup

Nuero Haptic 
Technology

2-Zone Support 
System

F IND OUT MORE AT :
mybiowin.com

Utilising proprietary neuro haptic 
technology to assist with pain 
management, improved mobility, 
balance, higher energy, strength, and 
athletic performance.

Collaborating with 2000+ healthcare 
practitioners globally, available in over 
3000 European retail and pharmacy 
outlets.

Helping over 6 million people achieve 
their wellness and performance goals 
with drug free and non-invasive 
technology.

Find out more at mybiowin.com

http://mybiowin.com
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Create a unique charter experience with our comfortable and modern aircraft 

www.allianceairlines.com.au 
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Queensland Country Championships 

This weekend Townsville’s Mike Carney Toyota 
Park will play host to the 2021 Queensland 
Country Championships. 

North Queensland, Central Queensland and 
South Queensland will compete against each 
other, as players push for selection in the 
Queensland Country Heelers. 

The Heelers will be travelling south this year for 
two matches in Brisbane. They will first take on 
the Reds Academy XV on Wednesday, 7 April, 
at Wests Bulldogs Rugby Club, before taking on 
Wests Premier Grade on Saturday, 10 April, who 
have a Round 1 Hospital Challenge Cup bye. 

Stay tuned to the Queensland Rugby Facebook 
and Instagram accounts for updates from the 
Queensland Country Championships. 

 
Tigers host Gordon for Australian Club 
Championship 

For the first time since 2014, Easts will this 
weekend host the annual Australian Club 
Championship clash as they take on 2020 
Shute Shield Premiers Gordon. 

2020 was a monumental year for the Tigers, 
with the club claiming six premierships across 
the grades including Premier Grade and 
Premier Women’s. 

Easts head coach, and former Fijian 
international, Moses Rauluni is looking forward 
to the weekend ahead. 

“This weekend is a massive moment for our 
club as a whole,” said Rauluni. 

“It’s been a while since we have played in one 
of these games so it’s great to host and have 
Gordon come up to Brisbane. We’re all really 
looking forward to it.”

Easts will be without their talismanic leader from 
2020, former Wallabies captain Ben Mowen, as 
well as lock Seru Uru and props Rhys van Nek 
and George Francis, who are all currently part 
of Super Rugby squads. 

The Tigers will still boast the services of former 
St.George Queensland Reds and Brumbies 
playmaker Aidan Toua, who stepped up to play 
flyhalf for the first time in the 2020 Grand Final. 

Despite some changes, Rauluni is confident 
with the progress of his squad.  

“The boys came back in reasonable condition 
after the break. We gave them some extra time 
off given how late the season finished, but 
they’ve trained hard since coming back and I 
couldn’t be happier with where we’re at.” 

The match will be the first club Rugby clash to 
be broadcast on Stan Sport as part of the new 
broadcast agreement. Kick-off is 2:05pm AEST.  

 
National Coaching Week 

This week marks National Coaching Week, 
providing an opportunity for our Rugby 
community to recognise the men and women 
who give up their time to pass on their 
knowledge to the next generation of players. 

Share a post on Facebook or Instagram and use 
the hashtag - #CoachingWeek – and say thanks 
to the coaches at your club or school for their 
efforts. 

The week also provides a chance to highlight 
the work QRU Community Rugby staff are 
currently putting into coach education and 
the upskilling of the wider Queensland Rugby 
workforce. 

There are number of upcoming courses that 
Queensland coaches can register to take part 
in including coaching kids workshops at various 
Rugby clubs around south-east Queensland 
on the 29 and 30 of March and a level 2 
developing coach course which kicks off next 
Wednesday 24 March.

On Wednesday 31 March, there will be a 
community coach development course which 
will see a number of established coaches 
based in Queensland run sessions on areas 
including catch & pass, kicking, unstructured 
play, scrummaging, warm up & recovery, tackle 
technique and breakdown. 

Coaches who will be offering their insight 
include former Queensland Reds and Wallabies 
Chris Latham and Toutai Kefu, former Brumbies, 
Rebels and Wallabies prop Nick Henderson, 
former Toulon, Tonga and Japan assistant 
coach Grant Doorey, Rugby AU 7s coach 
Lachlan Parkinson and Queensland Academy of 
Sport (QAS) 7s head coach Reg Tayler.

To register for any of these sessions, head to 
the Qld.Rugby website for more info, or follow 
Queensland Rugby on Facebook and Instagram 
for further updates.
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CRICOS Provider Code 00017B

DO SOCIAL MEDIA 
ALGORITHMS EMPOWER 
OR EXPLOIT US?

APPLY ONLINE
bond.edu.au/transformation-colab

EXPLORE BOND’S RANGE OF TRANSFORMATIONAL DEGREES.
DIGITAL, LEGAL, HEALTH, ENTREPRENEURIAL.

https://bond.edu.au/open-day
https://belbaker.com.au/
https://www.allsportsphysio.com.au/
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ALLIANCE AIRLINES

https://belbaker.com.au/
https://www.allsportsphysio.com.au/
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Creating Exceptional Outcomes

hopgoodganim.com.au
07 3024 0000

Official Legal Partner of the Queensland Rugby Union

AVC
Game day
celebrations
just got better!
The Queensland Reds have teamed up 
with The Regatta Hotel, Darling & Co, 
Fridays Riverside and Bu�alo Bar to 
reward you for being a loyal fan!

For more information head over to:
darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds

http://www.hopgoodganim.com.au
http://darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds
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2021 ST.GEORGE QUEENSLAND REDS

SHOP.REDSRUGBY.COM.AU
*ENDS MIDNIGHT SUNDAY 21/03/21

http://shop.redsrugby.com.au
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Choice of vehicle
puts you in

total control.

Select Your Vehicle

Sedan
1-4 Passengers

SUV
1-6 Passengers

MAXI TAXI
1-11 Passengers

Wagon
1-4 Passengers

Get our app. Go your way.

https://www.4bc.com.au/
https://www.oohmedia.com.au/
http://www.riotinto.com
https://book.13cabs.com.au/?rff=1
https://www.vpa.com.au/
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http://www.riotinto.com
https://westpointautos.com.au/
https://www.qscan.com.au/
https://www.vpa.com.au/
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THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS




