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St.George Refinance

Refinance to an eligible 
St.George home loan and
get $4,000 cashback.

First refinance application only. 
Apply by 31/03/21. LVR up  
to 80%. Min loan $250k. 

Switch  
banks, get a
$4k thanks.
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SIRROMET 
AD

MIKEHAYES
AUSTRALIAN WINEMAKER OF

THE YEAR 2017 (ASVO)

Visit the Cellar Door to discover the new range of
organic and vegan wines. 

“Intrinsically chiselled by Mother Nature, our wines are
sculptured by wind, rain and sunshine to embed typicity of

style whilst philosophically stimulating the mind with
natural pleasures.” Sirromet Chief  Winemaker

& Director of  Viticulture. 

Sirromet Winery now home to Australian
Winemaker of  the Year 2017, Mike Hayes.
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What better way to kick-off the 2021 Harvey 
Norman Super Rugby AU season than with 
tonight’s traditional battle between the 
St.George Queensland Reds and the New 
South Wales Waratahs at Suncorp Stadium.

Australian Rugby’s oldest rivalry will be 
reignited as these two teams go head-to-
head for both interstate and competition 
bragging rights. 

It’s the first time in four years the Reds have 
played at home in Round 1 and Queensland 
will no doubt be looking to keep their 
impressive record at Suncorp Stadium intact 
with another victory tonight. 

I would like to welcome the Waratahs, their 
coaching staff and team management to this 
great stadium here tonight in what shapes as 
an entertaining evening of Rugby. 

Reds head coach Brad Thorn has named a 
strong side for his first Super Rugby match 
of 2021 with a great mix of experience and 
exciting young talent on show.

Up to three players could make their 
Queensland debuts, with Easts hooker 
Richie Asiata, Brothers lock Ryan Smith 
and Wests outside back Ilaisa Droasese all 
named on the bench. 

The versatile Seru Uru will make his starting 
debut in the second row, while Angus Scott-
Young has been named at number-six and 
will fill the void left by skipper Liam Wright 
who is sidelined with an ankle injury.

Flyhalf James O’Connor has the ‘C’ next to 
his name tonight and I know he will proudly 
lead the Reds as interim captain. 

I would also like to congratulate Alex Mafi 
who will play his 50th game for Queensland 
in what is sure to be a memorable night for 
the starting hooker. 

The Bob Templeton Cup is also up for grabs 
tonight with Queensland looking to reclaim 
the cup after New South Wales stole it back 
with victory down at the SCG in August last 
year. 

It shapes as an exciting year ahead for 
Queensland fans and I thank you all for 
attending tonight’s match.

Go Reds!

QRU President - Roger Gould

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Roger Gould
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https://reds.rugby/experience/corporate-hospitality
https://australia.rugby/participate/play/registration-information
https://5050charityraffle.com.au/reds
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RHINO SPORT
Rhino Australia is your ‘One Stop Shop’ for all your Rugby playing and training needs.

Email sales@rhinoaustralia.comsales@rhinoaustralia.com or call now on 1300 556 1121300 556 112  
Let us provide high quality products for your club or school with huge savings!

www.rhinoaustralia.com

WORLD CLASS BALLS
SCRUM MACHINES
BREAKDOWN BAGS
TACKLE PADS
HIT SHIELDS
PROTECTION
GRIP-TEC
FITNESS TRAINING
FIELD EQUIPMENT
AND SO MUCH MORE...

Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1Queensland Red Half Page 1.indd   1 15/02/2021   12:10:4315/02/2021   12:10:43

http://rhinoaustralia.com
https://5050charityraffle.com.au/reds
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WALLABIES GREAT PAUL MCLEAN HAS APPLAUDED JAMES 
O’CONNOR’S ELEVATION TO STAND-IN QUEENSLAND CAPTAIN 
BECAUSE HE PLAYS IN THE PERFECT SPOT TO LEAD BY 
EXAMPLE AND EXPERIENCE. 

CAPTAINCY CALL 
A HUMBLING 

HONOUR 

8
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So sustained have been O’Connor’s personal 
improvements that this honour is near the top of 
the rewards he has earned over the past 19 months. 

Winning back his Wallabies jersey in 2019 and 2020, 
when few imagined it was possible, recognised his 
personal play, the needs of the national team and 
new-found maturity after some tough self-inflicted 
trip-ups. 

Recognising the positive changes in himself is 
one thing. To be named captain is another level 
altogether because it means a club, a coach, an 
administration and a playing group see his growth 
and new ways as entrenched. 

At 30, five-eighth O’Connor is and should be 
extremely proud that he is formally seen as a leader 
of men. 

There was a time when he seemed only to lead 
himself into trouble. 

With 55 Tests and more than 80 Super Rugby 
matches to his name, he is the right man to lead the 
Reds tonight against the NSW Waratahs at Suncorp 
Stadium. 

With regular skipper Liam Wright out for a lengthy 
period with an ankle injury, O’Connor has time to 
settle in the role.  

“In the circumstances, it’s a good choice and he 
plays in a great spot to do the job,” said McLean, a 
Queensland captain at five-eighth in 1980. 

“He’s got a wealth of experience, he’s very confident 
in his position on the field and he’s leading by 
example in a bunch of areas with this squad. 

“He’s shown he’s learnt, in a positive way, from his 
past. 

“Good for him and I hope no one underestimates 
how hard he has worked to get back to where he 
is.” 

Being a No.10 and captain of Queensland is not the 
rare dual role many might think. 

Standout playmakers McLean, (1980), Michael 
Lynagh (1988 and 1991) and Elton Flatley (2004) all 
led the Reds through seasons while Quade Cooper 
made a memorable one-off outing as captain in 
2013.  

O’Connor deeply appreciates the vindication his 
appointment as captain gives his call to find a way 
back into Australian rugby in 2019. 

“It (captaincy) was the furthest thing from my mind. 
First thing was just getting a team that would take 
me back in Australia,” O’Connor said.  

“I’m truly humbled by the opportunity. 

“Since I’ve come in (at the Reds) I’ve really wanted 

to give my all and I think that’s possibly why I got 
the job. 

“When Brad (Thorn) told me the other day I had 
quite an emotional moment where I just reflected 
on my whole journey. 

“It’s unreal to take over at this time. We had a 
rebuilding phase but this is the time to step up and 
really put our money where our mouth is. 

“How we put that into our actions in Round One will 
speak volumes.” 

Only one player carries the ( c ) beside his name but 
the best-performing Reds’ teams have always had 
leaders across the field. 

The 1999 Reds side, which topped Super Rugby 
after the regular season rounds, was led by 
Wallabies flanker David Wilson. 

His leadership allies were Tim Horan, a Wallabies 
skipper himself, Minister for Defence Matt 
Cockbain, front-row hardhead Dan Crowley and so 
on. Multiple bases were covered and the load was 
not singularly on Wilson but shared. 

Young flanker Fraser McReight will be a Reds’ 
skipper himself one day. He sees how important 
leadership is tonight beyond it all being dumped 
on O’Connor. 

“It’s very disappointing for ‘Wrongaz’ (Wright). 
What it means though is a bit more responsibility 
for everyone, not just James as captain,” McReight 
said. 

“Everyone has to take a step up. While James is 
the new captain, he doesn’t need to feel that much 
weight on his shoulders. It’s our job to carry that 
too.” 

At 21, McReight has only known the “new” 
O’Connor and he’ll fiercely follow him into tonight’s 
classic season scene-setter against the old enemy 
from NSW. 

“I’m real excited for James. It’s a pretty cool story 
he’s got. He’s done a full 360 (from his early days) 
and I’m honoured to run out behind him,” McReight 
said. 

“For sure, he’ll embrace the captaincy. He knows 
he’s been through everything and he’s the type of 
bloke to take adversity in his stride. 

“A lot of his leadership is off the field and it has 
been ongoing. He’s got a good ‘extras’ group 
always doing their kicking after training and so on.” 

That really has been a key transformation in 
O’Connor. It’s not all about him because he gets 
huge satisfaction from passing on and sharing with 
the Reds’ younger generation. 



REDS GARAGE
FOR ALL YOUR CAR PURCHASES

reds.rugby/reds-garage

http://reds.rugby/reds-garage
http://reds.rugby
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https://www.xxxx.com.au/agegate/
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CARE AND 
CONNECTION THE 
CENTREPIECE FOR 
REDS TO REGIONS

12

CAPTION: Suliasi Vunivalu and Seru Uru in 
Rockhampton
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Following the overwhelming success of their 
inaugural Reds to Regions tour, the Queensland 
Reds went bigger and better this year to deliver 
an industry-leading initiative unparalleled 
across any rival code in the country. 

The entire 38-man playing squad, plus three 
coaches and 16 Queensland Rugby staff all 
returned back to their Ballymore base last 
Friday after visiting 28 towns and regional hubs 
across the club’s three-day tour of Queensland. 

Eight new regional towns were visited this year 
including St George, Goondiwindi, Rolleston, 
Blackwater, Blackall, Cherbourg, Murgon and 
Warwick, in addition to more players and staff 
hitting the road as well. 

In just his second week at the Reds after 
making the switch back to the 15-man code, 
ne recruit, Suliasi Vunivalu stayed with a local 
Rugby family in Rockhampton and was treated 
to the full experience of life in the region 
attending the Gracemere Cattle Saleyards, 
fishing on the Fitzroy River and even cattle 
drenching as part of the required ‘farm work’ 
all players have to fulfil as requested by head 
coach Brad Thorn. 

“We never did anything like this at the Storm,” 
Vuinvalu told The Australian in reflection of his 
time in Rockhampton.  

“It has been really good to come out to the 
country and see how our fans earn a living.” 

As well getting their hands dirty on a farm and 
helping-out locals through some manual labour, 
another imperative from Thorn was that all 
players and staff weren’t put up in hotels but 
billeted with local families again. 

“If you’re going to represent your state, it’s 
important to know who you represent,” said 
Thorn.

“We want to show it wasn’t just a one-off last 
year. It’s all about care and connection between 
us and the people of Queensland.”

Centre Jordan Petaia was billeted with the 
Dunn family in Beaudesert – the same family he 
stayed with during the inaugural 2019 tour.

“I stayed with Lex and Trish last year so seeing 
them again was a good catch up,” Petaia said. 

“We had a good cup of tea, bit of a yarn and 
then some work and then at the rugby club 
here I saw a few people I met last year. It was 

good to catch up with them and get out here 
and see everyone again.

“It’s a good experience for us boys getting out 
of Brisbane as we are the Queensland Reds, so 
it’s good to get around all of Queensland. 

“We’re learning what life is like for everyone 
else across the state and it’s just a great 
experience for us.” 

Petaia wasn’t the only player to go back to 
the same region this year, with a number of 
the squad requesting to stay with the same 
billet family again after establishing a genuine 
connection from their first visit. 

“I was up here last year for this brilliant initiative 
by the Queensland Rugby Union,” said Reds 
scrumhalf Tate McDermott after revisiting the 
Fraser Coast.

“We’ve got boys across the state learning what 
it’s like to represent Queensland and getting to 
know who we represent, and Filipo (Daugunu) 
and I are lucky enough to be in Bundaberg.”

Another part of the tour across Queensland is 
the exchange of a Reds jersey with a local club 
jersey from that region. 

Earlier this week, the players presented to the 
group their Reds to Regions experience and 
proudly showed their respective region’s jersey 
which will hang in the team room at Ballymore 
as a constant reminder of who the players 
represent when playing for Queensland. 

“Queensland’s a big place and we want to be 
able to represent them really well, so what 
better way to start the year off than going out, 
meeting and serving the people you’re playing 
for,” said hooker Alex Mafi.

From farm work and junior clinics, to being 
billeted and experiencing life in the country, 
the true legacy of the Reds to Regions tour can 
be measured by the smiles on the young kids 
faces across Queensland who got to meet and 
connect with their Rugby heroes. 

“Reds to Regions is a great initiative and 
something we will look to keep doing here at 
the Reds,” said captain Liam Wright. 

“Being able to connect with the people 
of regional Queensland – the people we 
represent when wearing the maroon jersey is 
something special. That’s who we play for.

“I know personally I get a lot out of it and I know 
all the other boys do as well. We’ll treasure this 
experience for a lifetime.” 



14

CRICOS Provider Code 00017B

DO SOCIAL MEDIA 
ALGORITHMS EMPOWER 
OR EXPLOIT US?

APPLY ONLINE
bond.edu.au/transformation-colab

EXPLORE BOND’S RANGE OF TRANSFORMATIONAL DEGREES.
DIGITAL, LEGAL, HEALTH, ENTREPRENEURIAL.

https://bond.edu.au/open-day
https://www.allsportsphysio.com.au/
https://belbaker.com.au/
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ALLIANCE AIRLINES

https://www.allsportsphysio.com.au/
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JEREMY



18

w
w

Creating Exceptional Outcomes

hopgoodganim.com.au
07 3024 0000

Official Legal Partner of the Queensland Rugby Union

AVC
Game day
celebrations
just got better!
The Queensland Reds have teamed up 
with The Regatta Hotel, Darling & Co, 
Fridays Riverside and Bu�alo Bar to 
reward you for being a loyal fan!

For more information head over to:
darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds

http://www.hopgoodganim.com.au
http://darlingpaddington.com.au/qld-reds
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Proud to be the Official Airline of the Queensland Reds 

 

Create a unique charter experience with our comfortable and modern aircraft 

www.allianceairlines.com.au 

http://allianceairlines.com.au
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DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU

OFFICIAL APPAREL 
SHOP.REDSRUGBY.COM.AU

http://shop.redsrugby.com.au
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DYNASTYSPORT.COM.AU

OFFICIAL APPAREL 
SHOP.REDSRUGBY.COM.AU

Give surge  
pricing the boot

Just cab it with  
the  app 

http://shop.redsrugby.com.au
https://www.4bc.com.au/
https://www.oohmedia.com.au/
http://www.riotinto.com
https://book.13cabs.com.au/?rff=1


22

https://westpointautos.com.au/
https://www.qscan.com.au/
https://www.vpa.com.au/
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THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS


