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TRFU Disciplinary Processes - 2026
[bookmark: YELLOW_CARDS]YELLOW CARDS

· During a playing season if a player is issued with two yellow cards or two citing commissioner warnings in any match, the player will receive a letter stating that a third yellow card or citing commissioner warning in the current season will result in an automatic 1 game stand down.
· The match official(s) report(s) are to be submitted to TRFU Community Operations Leader (COL) no later than 48 hours after the match kick-off.
· Within 72 hours of kick-off the TRRA, the player/person, club or the citing commissioner can appeal the mandatory 1 week stand down.
· If no appeal is received within 72 hours of match kick-off, then the 1 week stand down applies.
· If an appeal is received then the case will go to Judicial Hearing on the next available Wednesday evening, likely to be the week immediately after the Saturday game. If more time is required, this will be at the discretion of the citing commissioner or TRFU.
[bookmark: RED_CARDS]RED CARDS
· Any player or person ordered from the field, will incur an automatic 2 game stand down.
· The match official(s) report(s), are to be submitted to TRFU Community Operations Leader (COL) no later than 48 hours after the match kick-off.
· Within 72 hours of kick-off the TRRA, the player/person, club or the citing commissioner can appeal the mandatory 2 weeks stand down.
· The TRFU will notify a player, person and/or club if the citing commissioner is considering a hearing within 48 hours after match kick-off.
· If no appeal is received within 72 hours of match kick-off, then the 2 week stand down applies.
· If an appeal is received then the case will go to Judicial Hearing on the next available Wednesday evening, likely to be the week immediately after the Saturday game. If more time is required this will be at the discretion of the citing commissioner or TRFU.
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[bookmark: JUDICIAL_RULINGS,_MEETINGS_AND_STAND_DOW]JUDICIAL RULINGS, MEETINGS AND STAND DOWNS
1. Any player or person who is red carded is not permitted to play or be involved with the team, on game day, for a mandatory two game stand down. If referred to a Judicial Hearing, then the mandatory stand-down is to apply pending the Judicial Hearing outcome. Any other person sanctioned by a referee will be subject to the citing/complaint procedure.

2. Any cited player or person that is referred to a Judicial Hearing shall not be permitted to play or be involved with the team, on game day, until their hearing is heard, and result communicated.

3. All parties are to receive the match official’s reports, the citing commissioners report, any statements, video footage (if available), the time of the hearing, and procedure agenda at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. All parties being club, player/person, the TRRA and the Judicial Committee.

4. Any suspended player or person shall not be permitted to play or be involved with any team on game day in any role for the period of the sanction.

5. Sanctions for serious offending can include exclusion from rugby venues.

6. For all matters not covered with the TRFU specific judicial processes or rulings, the NZR Disciplinary Rules for the current year is the reference followed as the governing document in New Zealand Domestic Rugby.
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[bookmark: COMPLAINTS_AND_CITINGS]COMPLAINTS AND CITINGS
1. If a player is seen to have committed an act of foul play, that would have warranted a red card and it has not been recognised by the match referee, then anybody who witnessed the alleged offence can submit a complaint or citing to TRFU COL.
2. Complaints/citing’s are to be received 48 hours after match kick-off. If it is received after the deadline the complaint/citing is not valid.
3. All official complaints/citing’s are to go through the Club Chairperson of the team making the alleged complaint. All witnesses must be aware that their statement will be made visible to the cited player/person/party.
4. All complaints/citing’s are to be supported by the team/club making the alleged complaint in writing and must be supported by two witnesses who will be verified by TRFU as legitimate/reliable sources. All complaints or sightings must be named and signed by all witnesses. If the complaint or sighting is not named or signed, then it cannot be verified as an official complaint or sighting by the TRFU under NZR rules.
5. The host club must make game day footage available upon request and provision may be made for the citing club to have an extension until the game day footage is made available. Requests for footage and extensions go through the TRFU COL.
NB: The citing party will have the opportunity to present their case IF the citing commissioner feels the need to have the case presented to the judicial panel.
NB: At the discretion of the citing commissioner, they may request an additional 48 hours to collect further evidence or make a decision.
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[bookmark: JUDICIAL_HEARING_-_PROCESS_AND_RULES]JUDICIAL HEARING - PROCESS AND RULES
1. The TRFU COL will circulate the match officials reports, any statements, video footage (if available) and the citing commissioners report to the Judicial Committee at least 24 hours prior to the judicial hearing.
2. The Judicial Committee Chairperson is to conduct the hearing.
3. The player or person who is appearing before the Judicial Committee is entitled to have up to a maximum of 3 support people (Club/Legal/Family). It is preferred that the referee is present and a representative of the TRRA can be present as an observer (if it is felt appropriate by the Judicial Committee). The person or entity must inform the TRFU COL who is attending no later than 12 hours before the hearing begins.
4. The alleged offender will have the opportunity to defend their actions. Any questions or enquiries during the hearing must be directed through the Judicial Committee Chairperson.
5. If the player/person who is appearing before the judiciary committee does not appear in person or via video link then the hearing will proceed in their absence. The TRFU will be present to ensure the hearing procedure is followed.
6. Any player/person attending a judicial hearing must be accompanied by a representative from their club or school.
7. Any player/person who is under the age of 18 must also be accompanied by a guardian.
8. All oral, written, and/or video evidence submitted will be considered.
9. After the hearing has concluded, and the Judicial Committee has had the opportunity to consider all evidence, their decision will be given to the person or club representative, via telephone or in person by the TRFU. This will then be followed by written confirmation, as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours of the hearing beginning.
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[bookmark: APPEALS_AGAINST_JUDICIAL_HEARING_SANCTIO]APPEALS AGAINST JUDICIAL HEARING SANCTIONS
1. Appeals may be lodged by:
· A player sanctioned by a decision of the Judicial Committee for foul play
· A victim player of the foul play for which the opposition player was referred to the Judicial Committee
· A Player, Person, Union or Club sanctioned by a decision of the Judicial Committee for misconduct
· The TRRA
· The TRFU
2. Appeals shall be lodged within 7 days of the date of the Judicial Hearing beginning to the TRFU CA.
3. A payment of $500.00+GST (lodgement fee) is to accompany the appeal written and signed application. The appeal will not be recognised until this payment is received by TRFU.
4. Upon receipt of an appeal application, the TRFU COL will form/contact the Appeals Committee to convene a meeting at the earliest possible time for all concerned.
5. The person or entity appealing may be accompanied by up to a maximum of three (3) people from the Association, Club, Legal, or Family. The person or entity must inform the TRFU who is attending no later than 12 hours before the hearing begins.
6. Submissions will be heard, and clarification sought by the Appeals Committee. Following the Appeal Hearing, the TRRA, Club, Representatives or Private Individual shall then leave the hearing, pending a decision.
7. Appellants will be advised of the decision which may be via phone as soon as practical following the Appeal Hearing and this will be confirmed in writing as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours after the hearing beginning. The appeal hearing decision is non- contestable.
8. The lodgement fee will be held by TRFU and at its sole discretion may be used to offset any costs associated with the appeals process.
9. The lodgement fee is only refundable in part or in full, if the appeal is upheld by the Appeals Committee.
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