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B R E A K D O W NSEASON 2019, ISSUE 3
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Matt Lucas kicks off the 
Getting to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus 
Christian Lealiifano tells us their favourite things and Scott 
Sio reveals their first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Get the inside scoop on the Grassroots competitions, the 
latest information from our Community Department, plus 
Super W, Runners and Academy updates. 

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Waratahs to GIO Stadium 
today and look ahead at the action on the field as well as 
statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Waratahs. Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters.  

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper George Gregan, take a trip back in time 
to 2006 and recall the day that the 1969 Touring Fijians 
visited the capital.

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings.

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS

Good evening and welcome to 
GIO Stadium for this big Australian 
Conference clash with the Waratahs. 
The last time we took to the field 
here we put in a superb display 
against the Chiefs that shows what 
we are capable of as a team. Whilst 
the last two matches haven’t gone 
to plan we will continue to strive to 
put on performances like the one 
here in Round 2.
 
Murray Douglas made his Brumbies 
debut in the match in Melbourne 
last weekend and we could see two 
more players added to the capped 
list tonight with the inclusion of 
local products Tom Ross and Mack 
Hansen in our matchday squad. We 
are very proud of the tradition of 
bringing through our own players 
and Tom and Mack are just two that 
have shown immense promise.
 

Our Academy and Runners programs 
have shown that we have lots of 
talented individuals in our ranks and 
you will be able to see some of those 
in action today as the Runners meet 
the Waratahs ‘A’ in the pre-match 
clash. These matches are important to 
our program and we look forward to 
playing more of these in the future.
 
The Waratahs match is always a 
highlight for our supporters and your 
backing tonight will be a huge boost 
for the players. The noise you make 
can be like an extra man at times and 
is appreciated by everyone within the 
club.
 
Enjoy the game and get behind the 
team.

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with Matt Lucas. Find out 
more about the former Waratah 
scrumhalf who played his fiftieth 
Super Rugby match in the opening 
game of the season against the Rebels 
here in Canberra.

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us there’s. Today we find out 
all about our playmaker Christian 
Lealiifano.

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill 
the beans. This week we chat to our 
superstar prop Scott Sio.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Find out what some of our stars have 
being doing off the field as we bring 
you up to date with the best of their 
Social Media. 
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MATT LUCAS AND RUGBY: 
THE FIRE WITHIN
Rugby to Matt Lucas can’t be defined as 
one thing. In one way. It’s an outlet for 
the competitive fire which rages inside of 
himself. In another, it’s a real love, a burning 
passion, something he would do even if he 
wasn’t a pro. But perhaps most importantly, 
Rugby connects Matt to the things that 
matters most to him, his Mum and Dad, his 
superstar Fiancée and his three brothers, 
Ben, Tom and Isaac. 
 
Growing up in Brisbane, backyard rugby 
looked a little different for Matty and his 
brothers, all four of the boys being bound 
for professional rugby. You had Ben, 31, 
the oldest brother, who played 82 times 
for the Reds and is currently plying his 
trade in France with Grenoble. Then Matt, 
27, followed by Tom, 25, who has been 
involved with Australian Sevens since 2013 
and played for Queensland Country in the 
National Rugby Championship [NRC] last 
year. The youngest, Isaac, 20, is touted as 

maybe the most talented of the Lucas brothers, 
his performance in his run-on debut for the 
Reds last week against tonight’s opponents, 
the ‘Tahs being an indication of his potential, 
given his age. 
 
So, as you can probably imagine, games of two 
on two touch weren’t exactly friendly affairs. In 
an exclusive interview for ‘THE BREAKDOWN’, 
Matt explained just how competitive things 
got when the footy was brought at home. “A 
game would barely ever finish without tears or 
some sort of blue,"  he explained, grinning ear 
to ear as he thought of the backyard battles. 
There just had to be a winner and nobody was 
ever happy they lost.
 
“There’s a bit of an age gap there, 12 years I 
think between Benny and Isaac. For a while 
there was three of us, so we played 2 on 1, 
one attacker against 2 defenders. When Isaac 
came, we moved inside and played mattress 
rugby, literally throw as a many of them on 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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the floor as we could and get into it. Isaac 
was like 3 or 4 but still mucking in. As we all 
got older we’d play some 2 on 2, always me 
and Tommy the middle ones against Benny 
and Isaac and when I look back on it, it really 
couldn’t have been better. To grow up with 
brothers and all having great relationships 
with each other, I wouldn’t change a thing.”
 
That brotherly rivalry was on full display in 
2018 when the Reds came to GIO Stadium. 
Lining up in the nine shirt for the Brumbies, 
Matt Lucas, for the Reds, Ben Lucas, a special 
moment for the Lucas family, and Australian 
rugby as a whole. Though the dream for Matt 
remains to play alongside all his brothers, 
in the same backline potentially, running 
out opposite him stands as a highlight of his 
career. 
 
“That Reds week, it was special. When it all 
got announced we saw it unfolding and we 
just enjoyed it. My whole family came down 
to Canberra for it, my brother’s wife and his 
two little twin boys, my nephews all came 
down for it. Obviously it ended soon but still, 
that week is a genuine highlight in my career 
to this day. Being able to play against your 
older brother, someone who you idolized 
and think the world of and be able to stand 
there at scrum time, shoulder to shoulder, it 
was special.”
 
That moment was of course born many years 
before, as the Lucas brothers ventured out 
from their tussles in the garden. For Matt, 
as it does for most pro’s, almost all of his 
spare time was spent playing sport. Times 
that by four, and you can imagine how Matt’s 
parents would have to become experts at 
time management and dodging traffic to get 
to their next son’s game, a fact that certainly 
isn’t lost on Matt. “Growing up and having 

parents like we did, we were extremely lucky 
and privileged in terms of what they would 
do for us," Matt explained. 
 
They were just so committed to us and 
that allowed us to explore sport in any way 
we wanted, soccer, cricket rugby all of it. 
“Dad was heavily involved in the game. We 
played everything,  but rugby was the love. 
Club footy and school footy, our poor old 
parents were carting us around like mad on 
the weekends. We all played for Sunnybank 
as juniors, playing both League and Union 
until year 11. We played school on Saturday, 
club on Sunday. Club side of things dropped 
off as things got more serious. Then, three 
of us played Aussie Schools and we’ve all 
represented the nationals side in sevens in 
some way.”
 
The perfect path, right? Start with a 
high standard garden rugby base, star at 
schoolboy and club level then wet your beak 
in professionalism with the Aussie Sevens. 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY



Matt was following his dreams, and a spot 
on the Reds roster was the next obvious 
step. However, it was then when the perfect 
path took a turn, one which forced Matt 
way out of his comfort zone. 
 
As fans, it can be easy to look at the modern 
rugby player and project a level of coldness 
towards rivalry and club loyalty on to them. 
But the reality is, players grow up the same 
way the normal rugby fan does, loving their 
local club and hating their rivals. For Matt, 
a self-described Queenslander through and 
through, the Waratahs were the enemy, 
NSW in State of Origin, we’re the enemy.  
However, when it was time for Matt to make 
the step up to Super Rugby, the Reds had 
no spots for him, and the ’Tahs came calling.
 
“Of course, I grew up in Brisbane, played all 
my footy in Brisbane, so joining the Reds 
was always my dream, “ Lucas said.  “But as 
you get older, things become more realistic 
and you have to view things more clearly 
and look at where the opportunities are. 

I’m so grateful, to this day, that the Waratahs 
reached out and gave me that shot. At the time 
though, it goes through your head because, as 
I child, I really did despise the ‘Tahs.
 
“How could I ever do that, go play for Sydney? 
But at the time being a bit older, I just had a 
better sense of life and reality, and I’m just so 
grateful because I’ve still got a lot of mates 
there, and they gave me my start, but it was 
strange."
 
Matt made the switch and moved down to 
Sydney, where he quickly began to repay the 
faith the ‘Tahs showed in him. The perfect 
path may have had an unexpected turn, but 
the storybook journey was still being written 
for Matt. When the call came down that he 
was to be included in the matchday squad for 
the first, who would you guess it was against, 
and where?
 
Queensland Reds, Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane, 
Matt’s home. A hallowed turf for any 
Queensland rugby fan, league or union. Matt 



grew up watching Red and Blue clash at that 
ground, Super Rugby, State of Origin, the 
place and the colours held such meaning to 
Lucas, only this time, he was wearing NSW 
Blue.
 
“Again, it was strange, the whole thing,” Lucas 
remembers, the irony of his debut certainly 
not lost on the Brumbies halfback. My older 
brother Benny actually started at halfback 
for that game for the Reds when I made my 
debut in that game coming off the bench. It 
was super special in a way. I had watched 
so many high-profile games there so to be 
running on for the rival side at Suncorp, but 
I also had the chance to have all my family 
there, uncles, aunties, cousins, everyone. 
 
“You quickly learn that every team, no matter 
what you may think of them, we’re very lucky 
in Rugby Union that we hold a lot of good 
people. It’s a game that has a lot of good 
people involved, be it Waratahs, Reds they're 
mostly good people. So, despite hating them 
when I was growing up, I made life-long 

friends there and that club was great to me, 
so you end up playing for them, for your 
teammates.“
 
That was game one and Lucas would go on 
to make 33 appearances for the Waratahs 
before making the switch to the Brumbies 
where he played in every game of 2018. 
Sitting on 49 Super Caps, Lucas was named 
on the bench for the Brumbies Round one 
match up with the Rebels. Selected to raise 
his Super Rugby bat, the Brumbies surprised 
Matt, having his Dad come to Canberra to 
present Matt with his jersey.
 
“For me, I never played rugby for caps. 
Obviously, you have your milestones, your 
first, your fiftieth, I get that,” Lucas said. 
“Honestly, what made it special was having 
him there, knowing how heavily involved he 
was in getting me there. That was special. 
The 50th game was just another game, but 
it’s the people that make it special. I was so 
thrilled to be starting another season with a 
bunch of guys who I really respect.”



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

C H A M P A G N E  B A R
CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Schnitzel

COFFEE ORDER Flat White

DRINK Peach Ice Tea

SANDWICH FILLING Chicken

BAND / MUSICIAN UB40

TV SHOW Ridiculousness

MOVIE Lion King

BOOK Dare to Lead

VIDEO GAME Jonah Lomu Rugby

GROUND PLAYED AT GIO Stadium

SPORTS HERO Michael Jordan

SCHOOL SUBJECT PE

DANCE MOVE Shuffle

ITEMS OF CLOTHING T-Shirts

COLOUR Blue

SUPERHERO Superman

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Hawaii

WAY TO RELAX Family Time

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies Captain Christian Lealiifano took 

time out from his training schedule to tell us about his 
favourite things…….

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR

RANGE ROVER EVOQUE

CELEBRITY CRUSH
BECKY G

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
UNDECIDED BY 
CHRIS BROWN

HOLIDAY 
SAMOA

MOVIE WATCHED
AQUAMAN

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
FORTNITE

TRY I SCORED
FOR WALLABIES

AWARD WON
JOHN I DENT CUP 2012

BOOK I READ
MARK HUNT’S BIOGRAPHY

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
RUGBY PLAYER

MEAL I COOKED
BBQ

PARTY I ATTENDED 
NEW YEARS EVE 
2018 IN SAMOA

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
PLAY FORTNITE AND GOLF

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
NATALIE ROSER

MOBILE PHONE
SAMSUNG S7

MY FIRST
CAR

2009 FORD FALCON XR6

CELEBRITY CRUSH
JESSICA ALBA

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
BACKSTREET BOYS

HOLIDAY 
SAMOA

MOVIE WATCHED
SOUND OF MUSIC

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
CRASH BANDICOOT

TRY I SCORED
FOR WESTS JUNIORS

AWARD WON
KINDERGARTEN 

PARTICIPATION AWARD

BOOK I READ
HARRY POTTER & THE 

PHILOSOPHERS STONE

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
LABOURER

MEAL I COOKED
MASH POTATO

PARTY I ATTENDED 
FIRST BIRTHDAY PARTY – 
INDIANS AND COWBOYS

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
DRINK MILK

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
THE ROCK

MOBILE PHONE
NOKIA 3315
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

SCOTTY?
SCOTT SIO
POSITION: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
BIRTHPLACE: Sydney, NSW
HEIGHT: 187cm
WEIGHT: 115kg
SCHOOL: Trinity Grammar 
School, Summer Hill, NSW

BRUMBY NUMBER: 149
SUPER RUGBY / BRUMBIES 
DEBUT: 2012 v Sharks, 
Canberra
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 89
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 20 (4T)
ACT CLUB: Tuggeranong 
Vikings
WALLABY NUMBER:  874
TEST DEBUT: 2013 v New 
Zealand, Sydney
TEST CAPS: 55; 5 points (1T)

Wallabies star, Scott Sio, is 

the next to take part in our 

new series detailing 

‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their live away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the lads have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP 
What’s been happening at Grassroots 
level at Brumbies Rugby and beyond?

SUPER W 
All the latest information from our 
Women’s Super W program including 
fixtures, results and news. 

ACADEMY
The latest information from our 
Academy space, supported by the 
Brumbies Foundation.

RUNNERS
The latest information from our 
Brumbies Runners who were in top 
form as they defeated the Auckland 
Contenders at Queanbeyan in 
February. 
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20

23

24
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Brumbies Legend Gary Quinlivan recently 
celebrated his 82nd birthday and was rightly 
featured in this article in The Australian 
on Saturday 2 March, the day after the 
Hurricanes game, which we reproduce here. 
Quinzo has been with the Brumbies since 
Day One, always shirked any publicity, but is 
a vital and welcome addition to the team, all 
on a purely volunteer basis. 

His buggy may say ‘Old Fart’ on the number 
plate and he sounds a lot like Darth Vader 
these days, but this octogenarian is the glue 
that keeps Australia’s most successful Super 
Rugby team together. Garry Quinlivan, the 
Brumbies’ assistant team manager, turned 
82 on Thursday but that didn’t stop him 
from travelling to Palmerston North in New 
Zealand for last night’s game against the 
Hurricanes.

BRUMBIES LEGEND: HAPPY BIRTHDAY QUINZO

Quinlivan, better known as ‘Quinzo’, has 
been doing it since the team was born in 
1996 — most Canberra rugby types can’t 
recall a winter when he wasn’t around 
— and he’ll keep going as long as he can. 
Quinzo is a throat cancer survivor who was 
forced to miss a season a while back and 
now speaks through an artificial voice box 
— “he sounds like Darth Vader”, says team 
manager Bill Swain — which only adds to 
his appeal.

The eastern stand at Canberra’s GIO 
Stadium is named after Brumbies greats 
George Gregan and Stephen Larkham but 
the Quinzo Stand would’ve been just as 
appropriate, according to Brumbies great 
Joe Roff and Swain. “He’s been there since 
day dot and has always been the hardest 
working guy on staff,” Roff told us. “But 
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it took about five years before any of us 
realised he was actually a volunteer.”

Swain, who works alongside Quinzo every 
day, said “he’s the heart and soul of the 
place. He turns up at 5.30 every morning. 
We’d have to hit him with a piece of 4x2 
to stop him turning up,” Swain says with 
a laugh. He has also been the kit man of 
choice for every touring Test team for 
decades. “Everyone who is anyone in rugby 
knows him,” Swain says. “Most of the All 
Blacks know him, he used to be (England 
coach) Eddie Jones’s right-hand man at 
the Brumbies. Eddie still calls him. The 
guys would walk over hot coals to stand by 
Quinzo — he’s that sort of guy.”

Quinzo was a winger in his day, so fast it is 
said he still holds the record for the 100-
yard dash at Sydney’s famed rugby nursery 
St Joseph’s College. He found his way to 
Canberra where he’s had a long association 
in club rugby with Royals — they call him 
“Papa Smurf’’ — as a player, coach and 
manager.

How much have the likes of Roff, Gregan, 
“Bernie’’ Larkham, and Owen Finegan loved 
Quinzo? They all chipped in to get him to 
Britain for the 1999 Rugby World Cup.
Roff says: “For a lot of us, this is what 
the club is about. He’s expected nothing 
in return but all of us Brumbies in the 
Wallabies that year paid for his flights. He 
was so grateful.”

Quinzo was pitch-side when the Wallabies 
scored a famous win over South Africa 
in the World Cup semi-finals (“the game 
where Bernie buried that drop goal”, recalls 
Roff). “I ended up giving Quinzo my jersey 
from that game,” Roff said. “To this day 
it’s the only jersey I’ve ever given away to 
someone who wasn’t a family member.”

Simon McLoughlin, The Australian, 
Saturday 2 March 2019
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The Brumbies Women’s team have one win and 
one loss from their opening matches of the Super 
W season having been defeated in the season-
[opener by New South Wales before racking up a 
record-breaking victory over the Rebels in Round 
2. This weekend sees the team traveling North 
to Brisbane where they will meet the undefeated 
Queensland side in a match that will be broadcast 
on Fox Sports and at www.kayosports.com.au.

Head Coach Adam Butt was pleased with his 
team’s latest offering, the eleven-try 69-0 
hammering of the Rebels, a result that keeps the 
Brumbies in with a fighting chance of finishing 
in the top three and booking a maiden finals 
appearance. The team that finishes top of the 
pile will go directly to the Grand Final whilst 
the team’s ranked second and third will meet 
in a one-off play-off to decide who joins the top 
ranked side. 

“You've got to take every opportunity with 
both hands, because you slip up once and 
you're done in this competition,” Butt said after 
the comprehensive win at Seiffert Oval. “It's 
definitely a confidence boost and we know if 
we get to our game plan and we execute, then 
we can put points on the board. We got them 
early so it made it a bit easier. We just wanted 
to concentrate on winning that gain line. Win the 
gain line and it's just much easier to get to our 
structure and to open the defence up.”

Worryingly for the competition, the Rebels are 
pointless, both on the ladder and on the pitch, 
after two rounds having copped a 112-0 flogging 
at the hands of a rampant Queensland in their 

tournament opener, coupled with the 69-points 
they leaked against the Brumbies. In mitigation, 
the Rebels have been beset by a plethora of 
injuries, something that Butt feels is bound to 
hamper their progress.

“The depth isn't there in some of the states 
outside NSW and Queensland, and once you get 
a few injuries it hurts you,” Butt said. “They've 
had a massive injury toll and that has really hurt 
them. I know they lost about three out of our 
first trial and that hurt their set piece. They lost 
a few more last week as well.”

As far as the match itself was concerned the 
contest was done and dusted by the halfway 
mark. By that stage the Brumbies had already 
opened a forty-point buffer with centre Michelle 
Perry in outstanding form and blockbuster 
number eight Tayla Stanford causing havoc 
every-time she got the ball. Stanford ended up 
with a hat-trick to her name, with Perry adding 
a brace. 

“Michelle Perry was excellent, her leadership at 
times when it got a bit scrappy, her hole running 
is exactly what we need,” Butt commented 
of his outside centre. “She's timeless, she's 
ageless, she's awesome. She was excellent. It’s 
never easy being on the end of a hiding, so we 
expected the Rebels to come full guns blazing. 
They were hurting, and it was up to us to stop 
that momentum. We expected it was going to 
be tough and they hung in there for large parts 
of the match.”

Three other players managed to cross the 

BUILDCORP SUPER W ROUND-UP
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try-line twice with centre Michelle Perry 
and fullback Rachel Crothers claiming their 
maiden Super W scores in Brumbies colours, 
whilst scrumhalf Remi Wilton poached a brace 
herself. Samantha Wood converted five before 
making way for debutant Emily McDonald who 
registered her first points at this level with a 
conversion. A penalty-try, awarded when Wood 
appeared likely to score, had earlier helped 
the hosts into a commanding, and ultimately, 
routine success. As well as McDonald, there 
were Super W debuts for winger Biola Dawa 
and replacement Paige Penning. 

A week earlier the Brumbies had begun their 
Buildcorp Super W campaign with a 0-26 loss 

at home to new South Wales in front of an 
appreciative crowd at GIO Stadium. With many 
spectators taking advantage of the $5 early-bird 
offer on match tickets, the team fought gallantly 
against the reigning champions, showing 
resilience in defence after trailing by nineteen-
points early on. 

Ten of the matchday twenty-three earned 
Brumbies debuts at the match with Emily Sogal, 
Carly Hill, Brooke Gilroy, Ngawai Eyles, Crothers, 
Stefanie Stewart-Jones, Grace Kemp, Sharyn 
Laws, Irene MacArthur and Claudia Obst all 
making their Brumbies bows. It was the New 
South Walians who were to emerge triumphant 
however crossing for four tries during the eighty 
minutes of play. 

Round 1: Brumbies 0 New South Wales 26, Rebels 0 Queensland 112
Round 2: Queensland 28 Rugby WA 3, Brumbies 69 Rebels 0
Round 3: Rebels 10 Rugby WA 38, New South Wales 15 Queensland 12
Round 4 (16 Mar): Queensland v Brumbies, (17 Mar) Rugby WA v New South Wales
Round 5 (24 Mar): New South Wales v Rebels, Rugby WA v Brumbies

POS TEAM P W D L DIFF BP PTS

1 Queensland 3 2 0 1 +134 3 11

2 New South Wales 2 2 0 0 +29 1 9

3 Brumbies 2 1 0 1 +43 1 5

4 Rugby WA 2 1 0 1 +3 1 5

5 Rebels 3 0 0 3 -209 0 0

LATEST LADDER

RESULTS
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The Brumbies U18 side turned on a 
second -half display of pace and power 
to overturn a 7-12 interval deficit in 
defeating a battling Rebels team on a 
warm Sunday afternoon at Seiffert Oval. 
Played as part of a double-header with 
the Buildcorp Super W fixture between 
the Women’s teams of the same clubs, 
the under-18 encounter was filled 
with frantic passages of play and some 
excellent tries. The visitors led early on, 
but the Brumbies hit back right on the 
cusp of half-time with a score from hooker 
Liki Chan-Tung which JD Lealiifano, cousin 
of Christian, converted. A second try at 
the commencement of the second forty 
minutes from lock Zephania Tuinona 
levelled matters up before the Rebels hit-
back with a well-worked converted score 
to lead 19-12. From then on it was all 
the Brumbies. Second row Zac Patterson 
barrelled over with Lealiifano tying the 
scoreboard at 19-19 before the flyhalf 
nudged over a medium range penalty to 
pout the Brumbies in front for the first 
time. The Rebels attempted to get back on 
an even keel but further tries from prop 
Remsy Lemisio and replacement Hamish 

Scott ensured that it was the Brumbies who 
would take the victory played in front of 
newly appointed Australian Schools & U18 
Head Coach Peter Hewat. 

Sunday 3 March 2019
Brumbies (7) 32 (T: Lemiso, Chan-Tung, 
Patterson, Tuinona, Scott, C: Lealiifano (2), 
P: Lealiifano) Rebels (12) 19 (T: Marshall, 
Poreo, Larritt, C: McGovern (2))
(Seiffert Oval, Queanbeyan)

1. Remsy LEMISIO, 2. Liki CHAN-TUNG, 3. 
Talilotu UOIFALELAHI, 4. Zephania TUINONA, 
5. Zac PATTERSON, 6. Luke TUDUL, 7. Ryan 
JONES, 8. Sam MICKELSON, 9. Zion GOING, 
10. JD LEALIIFANO, 11. Miguel FERNANDEZ, 
12. Tony ALOFIPO, 13. Lotefia TONGA, 14. 
Thomas BREWER, 15. Daniel SHAW
Replacements (all used): 16. Corey DAVIS, 
17. Tom HOOPER, 18. Chris DENNIS, 19. 
Jed STUART, 20. Jake HERSE, 21. Duncan 
KILMISTER, 22. Ryan GROCOTT, 23. Hamish 
SCOTT

UNDER-18 TURN ON 
STYLE TO DEFEAT REBELS



24

The Brumbies Runners crossed for 
seven tries as they out-lasted the 
Auckland Contenders to win 49-14 at 
David Campese Field on a warm and 
sunny evening in Queanbeyan. The 
home side played some electric rugby 
against the New Zealanders to romp to 
a well-deserved victory with Gungahlin 
Eagles’ duo Mack Hansen and Jahrome 
Brown each claiming a brace of scores. 
Hansen was in sensational form in free 
space, showing his elusiveness with 
ball in hand and causing havoc in the 
Auckland defensive ranks. Joint Head 
Coaches Dan Hooper and Ruaidhri 
Murphy used the opportunity to blood 
several Academy youngsters, two 
of which, Rory Scott and Jack Farrell 
added their names to the try-scorers 
list. Murray Douglas bulldozed over for 
a try of his own and with Ryan Lonergan 
in excellent form from the tee, landing 
all six of his shots at goal, the Runners 
pulled clear. There was a glimpse of 
the future on the siren as 19-Year-old 
Will Goddard expertly slotted a sideline 
conversion to cap an excellent display. 

FRIDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2019
Brumbies Runners (28) 49 (T: Hansen 
(2), Brown (2), Douglas, Farrell, Scott, 
C: Lonergan (6), Goddard) Auckland 
Contenders (14) 14 (T: Dabeck, Latu, C: 
Polson (2)) (Seiffert Oval, Queanbeyan)

TEAM
1. Vunipola FIFITA (16. Fred KAIHEA 64’), 
2. Connal MCINERNEY (17. TP LUTERU 
64’), 3. Tom ROSS (18. Angus WAGNER 
64’), 4. Darcy SWAIN, 5. Murray DOUGLAS, 
6. Lachlan OSBORNE (19. Ben LOVE 48’), 
7. Jack FARRELL (20. Rory SCOTT 60’), 8. 
Jahrome BROWN, 9. Ryan LONERGAN (21. 
Seamus SMITH 70’), 10. Noah LOLESIO (23. 
Brendan JIMENEZ 64’), 11 Mack HANSEN, 
12. Bayley KUENZLE, 13. Len IKITAU (24. 
Billy CARBERRY 70’), 14. Lincoln SMITH 
(22. Will GODDARD 55’), 15. Jordan 
JACKSON-HOPE

RUNNERS SLAY CONTENDERS IN QUEANBEYAN
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V WARATAHS

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the main 
event with our match preview ahead 
of the Super Rugby clash between the 
Plus500 Brumbies and the Waratahs. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A statistical look at the matches 
between the Plus500 Brumbies sand 
today’s guests, the Waratahs. 

PRE-MATCH ACTION
What’s happening prior to the main 
match today? Here’s all the information 
you need to know about our Pre-Match 
action as the Runners take on the 
Waratahs.

THE DAN VICKERMAN CUP
There’s some silverware up for grabs 
this evening as the Brumbies and the 
Waratahs meet for the Dan Vickerman 
Cup. 

PLAYER PROFILES 
Introducing your 2019 Plus500 Brumbies 
Super Rugby Squad.  
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Both line-ups and match officials for 
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v NSW Waratahs.
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MATCH PREVIEW
Plus500 Brumbies versus the Waratahs. 
Not much more needs to be said in 
truth. It’s Us versus Them. It’s the 
ACT versus New South Wales. It’s the 
Rebellion versus the Empire. Okay, 
maybe the last one is taking it one 
analogy too far, but you get the general 
drift. Either way you look at it, it’s the 
Derby Match they all want to win and 
it’s on at GIO Stadium.

The iconic venue in Bruce will provide 
the backdrop for, not one, but two, 
Brumbies v ‘Tahs fixtures on Friday 15 
March. Two matches for the price of 
one ticket. Two derbies for the cost of 
one. The Super Rugby match between 
the perennial rivals will provide the 
main course at 7.45pm but there’s 
also a tasty appetiser in the shape of 
the Brumbies Runners taking on the 
Waratahs ‘A’ from 5pm.
 
Players don’t need much motivation 
to get fired and charged for this one 
but, if they do, they only need to cast 

their minds back to season’s past and the 
moments that live long in the memory. 
Just last year we had Tevita Kuridrani 
rampaging through the ‘Tahs defence 
in Sydney to secure a remarkable 41-31 
victory as Dan McKellar’s charges found 
their feet.
 
Those with longer-term recollections 
may well sit back with a contended smile 
on their faces when they recall the 56-9 
shellacking the Brumbies handed out on 
a never to be forgotten day in April 1997. 
On the converse, there’s the times we’d 
rather forget. The ‘Tahs waltzing to a 41-7 
win in Sydney in 2011 or the painful 17-24 
reverse at GIO Stadium last year.
 
But, that’s the beauty of the Derby. It’s the 
glory of success against the gritty reality of 
defeat. It’s putting one over on your main 
rivals, a sort of proverbial shoving of the 
Big Brother if you will. It might be sweet. 
It might be sour. What it definitely won’t 
be, is dull. It’s the Brumbies and the ‘Tahs. 
Doubled. 
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730 POINTS
749 POINTS

402 POINTS
208 POINTS

WARATAHS WINS WARATAHS WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

0
1715 10 4

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

26/04/1997 
BRUMBIES 59 WARATAHS 9

BIGGEST DEFEAT

18/06/2011 
WARATAHS 41 BRUMBIES 7

14/7/2018 – WAR 31 BRU 40

31/3/2018 – BRU 17 WAR 24

18/3/2017 – WAR 12 BRU 28

16/4/2016 – WAR 20 BRU 36

04/3/2016 – BRU 32 WAR 15



This evening’s pre-match action will bring 
together forty-six players eager to make their 
mark as the Brumbies Runners meet their 
counterparts, Waratahs ‘A’, in what promises to 
be an exciting curtain-raiser to the main fare. 
Both teams will be packed with Super Rugby 
talent and will also feature the next generation 
as the squads utilise their roster to its fullest, 
offering fans the chance to glimpse some of the 
Brumbies of today and tomorrow.

The Runners have already shown their talent 
this season, the team saw off the challenge of 
the Auckland Contenders at David Campese 
Field the day before the Super Rugby match 
with the Chiefs (you can read more about 
that encounter on page 24 of this edition of 
Breakdown), with several youngsters handed 
the opportunity to pull on the shirt for the first 
time.

There is always an edge to any game with our 
old foes from New South Wales and this match 
promise to be no different. The Waratahs will, 
no doubt, arrive with a point to prove, and 

putting anyone in a Sky Blue short against a 
Brumby at GIO Stadium is sure to spark the 
embers of passion and excitement amongst 
players, officials and supporters alike.

Of the Brumbies Runners that will jog onto GIO 
Stadium for the match this evening, keep an 
eye out for Tom Wright, who since joining the 
Brumbies from NRL club Manly, has showcased 
his unique ability to step and accelerate. Wright 
is well served by the quality delivery emanating 
from scrumhalf Matt Lucas, formerly of the 
Waratahs and the subject of todays feature 
article.  

These players, and many more, and hoping to 
catch the eye of their respective Head Coaches 
and force their way into the starting XV for Super 
Rugby. In the meantime, the added bonus of a 
victory over their arch-rivals should propel both 
groups into a fascinating and absorbing tussle 
with, potentially, more than bragging rights up 
for grabs at the conclusion. 

RUNNERS 
WELCOME 
WARATAHS
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Winger Mack Hansen ran in four tries as the 
Brumbies Runners recorded their second 
impressive win of the season with a 59-15 
dismantling of Melbourne Rebels ‘A’ in Albury. 
Hansen was in sparkling form to take advantage 
of some outstanding build-up play by a young 
and ambitious Runners team that were fluid 
in their attack and unforgiving in defence. 
Hansen had opened the scoring early on, and 
when Matt Lucas danced over after 29 minutes, 
the Runners had set out their stall. Lucas was 
excellent from the tee, banging over seven of 
the nine conversions he took, improving as 
the game continued to be near faultless come 
the full-time whistle. Further tries from Len 
Ikitau and Darcy Swain put the Brumbies 24-5 
ahead at the break and there was little let-off 
thereafter as the second half brought a further 
five tries. Hansen ran in three in succession 
himself at the start of the half, the treble of 
tries coming in a seven-minute spell. Indeed, all 
the Brumbies second half scores were posted 
within the first twenty minutes of the whistle 
to start the second stanza. 

SATURDAY 9 MARCH 2019
Brumbies Runners (24) 59 (T: Hansen (4), Ikitau, 
Lucas, Swain, Kuenzle, McInerney, C: Lucas 
(7)) Melbourne Rebels (5) 15 (Greenfield Oval, 
Albury)

TEAM
1. Vunipola FIFITA (17. Isileli FA 60’), 2. Connal 
MCINERNEY (19. Alex SMALL 64’), 3. Tom 
ROSS (16. Max BODE 50’), 18. Blake ENEVER, 
5. Darcy SWAIN (6. Jack FARRELL 66’-69’), 6. 
Jack FARRELL (22. Lachlan OSBORNE 50’), 7. 
Jahrome BROWN, 8. Rory SCOTT (20. Ben LOVE 
57’), 9. Matt LUCAS (21. Seamus SMITH 67’), 
10. Jordan JACKSON-HOPE, 11. Mack HANSEN, 
12. Bayley KUENZLE, 13. Len IKITAU (23. Will 
GODDARD 60’), 14. Lausii TALIAULI (24. Billy 
CARBERRY 60’), 15. Noah LOLESIO

FOUR-TRY HANSEN SHINES
IN RUNNERS WIN
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The Dan Vickerman Cup is once more up for 
grabs this season as the Plus500 Brumbies 
meet the Waratahs for the silverware. 
The destination of the Cup could remain 
unknown until Saturday 8 June when the 
Brumbies play the Waratahs in Sydney 
should our friends from further North 
claim a win at GIO Stadium this evening. 
However, should the Brumbies come out 
on top, then we will retain the trophy for 
the third successive year.

A well respected and much-loved player 
of both the Waratahs and the Brumbies, 
both Clubs wanted to honour the late Dan 
Vickerman, who tragically passed away in 
February 2017, as part of the annual grudge 
match. With the teams meeting twice in 
Super Rugby in the Australian Conference, 
the result of both matches is used to 
determine the victor. As with the Bledisloe 
Cup, a drawn series sees the holders retain 
the bragging rights.

Dan Vickerman was born in South Africa 
and played his early rugby in that country 
before heading to Australia which set him 

on the path to representing the Wallabies, 
first at Under 21 level playing at the 2000 
SANZAR-UAR Under-21 tournament. In 2001, 
Vickerman was contracted by the Brumbies 
and made his debut that season in against 
the Sharks in Durban and stayed at the club 
until 2003 playing a total of 20 matches and 
claiming 30 points. He left for the Waratahs in 
2004 playing a further 58 Super Rugby matches 
in two stints, either side of a short spell with 
Northampton. He made his test debut in 2002 
against France in Sydney and played 63 times 
for his country.

Vickerman was just 37 years old when he 
died but the memory of this titan of locks 
will forever be etched in the minds of friends, 
family and rugby supporters. The continuation 
of the Dan Vickerman Cup will be a legacy of 
his stature and impact on both sides of the 
state border.

WINNERS

2017 – Brumbies
2018 – Brumbies 

THE DAN VICKERMAN CUP
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

JORDAN JACKSON-HOPE

Position: Utility Back
DOB: 5/4/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 1.75m
Weight: 82kg

MACK HANSEN 

Position: Flyhalf/Fullback
DOB: 27/3/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.88m
Weight: 89kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg

MURRAY DOUGLAS

Position: Lock / Backrow
DOB: 27/10/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 1.98m
Weight: 115kg

RORY ARNOLD

Position: Lock
DOB: 1/7/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 2.08m
Weight: 120kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg
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THIS IS BRUMBIES COUNTRY

JOSH MANN-REA

Position: Hooker
DOB: 19/2/1981 (age: 37)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 108kg

LACHLAN MCCAFFREY

Position: Flanker / Number 8
DOB: 17/3/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 1.94m
Weight: 108kg

TEVITA KURIDRANI

Position: Centre
DOB: 31/3/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.92m
Weight: 102kg

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

RYAN LONERGAN

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 6/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 80kg

TOM ROSS

Position: Prop
DOB: 29/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 118kg

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

DAN MCKELLAR
Position: Head Coach
DOB: 17/7/76 (age:42)

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

ROB VALETINI

Position: Backrow
DOB: 3/9/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 113kg

LAUSII TALIAULI

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/6/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 102kg

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg

HENRY SPEIGHT

Position: Wing
DOB: 24/3/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 97kg

IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg
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· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. James Slipper
18. Tom Ross
19. Murray Douglas
20. Pete Samu
21. Ryan Lonergan
22. Jordan Jackson-Hope
23. Mack Hansen

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga’a
Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
Rory Arnold
Sam Carter
Rob Valetini
Tom Cusack
Lachlan McCaffrey
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano
Lausii Taliauli
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Henry Speight
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee: Glen Jackson 
Assistant referee: Graham Cooper

Assistant referee: Amy Perrett
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Tatafu Polota-Nau
17. Rory O’Connor
18. Chris Talakai
19. Tom Staniforth
20. Lachlan Swinton
21. Patrick Tafa
22. Nick Phipps
23. Mack Mason
24. Alex Newsome

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Harry Johnson-Holmes
Damien Fitzpatrick

Sekope Kepu
Jed Holloway
Rob Simmons
Ned Hanigan

Michael Hooper
Jack Dempsey

Jake Gordon
Bernard Foley

Curtis Rona
Karmichael Hunt

Adam Ashley-Cooper
Israel Folau

Kurtley Beale

STARTING XV

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

#4: Reuben Keane
#5: Robert Whyte 
TMO: James Leckie *team subject to change, official line-

up not available at time of publication
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NWARATAHS
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THEIR FORM AND THEIR TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Waratahs. 

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Waratahs today. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests Waratahs. This week, it’s the ‘Tahs 
memorable 2014 Grand Final triumph.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Waratahs. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackles have they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Waratahs. 
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A form guide early in the season can 
often lack context. With teams still 
establishing essentially, who they are 
in 2019, it can be difficult to know just 
how impressive a win or disastrous a 
loss is.
 
The Waratahs are a perfect example of 
this. Round one saw them lose a nail-
biter against the Beauden Barrett-less 
Hurricanes, 19-20. Bernard Foley had a 
chance to win that game from the boot 
as well, one which nine times out of ten 
he would convert. 
 
A loss is a loss, but the Waratahs were 
pretty good in patches of that game. A 
couple things stood out. One was their 
backline. This Sydney side has some 
serious punching power out wide. 
Jake Gordon and Bernard Foley can 
equal most halfback pairings on their 
day. Despite the public perception of 
Foley being perhaps a bit overrated by 
national selectors, he is, allegiances 
aside, an exceptional operator at the 
Super Rugby level.
 
Those two don’t over complicate 
things. With Karmichael Hunt, Adam 
Ashley-Cooper, Curtis Rona, Israel Folau 
and Kurtley Beale outside, Foley and 
Gordon just look to play to space. To call 
their style ‘freelance’ is not to say they 
don’t have a plan. The ‘Tahs are always 
looking to get their talent in space and 

try things out once they’re there. It’s 
simple, fancy rugby. They’re not afraid 
to throw the ball around, but we’re not 
talking about uber sophisticated set 
moves. 
 
Against the Sunwolves, that broke down 
a couple times. It’s probably one of 
their weaknesses. If the backline isn’t 
on song, they can struggle because you 
are relying on the stars to make things 
happen. They won that game in Tokyo, 
just, but as we mentioned above with 
context that result doesn’t look half as 
bad with the Sunwolves recent run of 
competitiveness.  
 
Then came the bye. You can imagine 
how things might have been had they 
been turned over in Tokyo in that week 
off. The pressure going in to a round 4 
derby against the Reds would have that 
much greater. But because they won, it 
probably gave the ‘Tahs space to assess 
their first two games, free from the 
anxiety of facing a 0 and 3 record to start 
the season. 
 
Fine margins, but against the Reds, the 
Waratahs looked much improved. Daryl 
Gibson praised his pack after their 28-
17 victory and that was the difference 
between their first two outings. The 
‘Tahs got so much more value from the 
likes of Ned Hanigan, Jack Dempsey and 
Jed Holloway. They won the physical 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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fight with the Reds and combined well 
with their stacked pacemen to beat the 
Reds. 
 
At set piece, their ability to handle the 
Reds scrum attack was particularly 
impressive. Going up against Taniela 
‘The Tongan Thor’ Tupou was probably 
the biggest test of Waratahs loosehead 
Harry Johnson-Holmes young career, 
and he passed with flying colours. 
At 22, he certainly has the look of an 
International prop. On the other side, 
Sekope Kepu looks to be coming in to 
a bit of form as well. Their battle with 
the Brumbies is one the members of 
the front row union will definitely be 
looking forward to tonight. 
 
Looking closer at our matchup 
this evening, it’s unlikely we’ll see 
anything drastic from the ‘Tahs. Their 
preparation will almost certainly 
surround nullifying the Brumbies up 
front. From there, the looser things get, 
the more opportunities for the them to 
attack the Brumbies on the edge, as 
we’ve seen them do to teams this year, 
and to the Brumbies last season at GIO 
Stadium.
 
For the Brumbies, what worked last 
week against the Rebels in the first 40 
x 2 should see us get home against the 
‘Tahs. Keep Folau etc. quiet, and we’ll 
fancy ourselves for the fight. Expect a 
dogged, brutal affair in this one. It’s a 
game for the purists, a proper Aussie 
derby. 
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MICHAEL HOOPER
Position: Flanker
Height: 182cm
Weight: 101kg
Super Rugby Stats: 65 appearances, 55pts (11T)

The current Wallabies Captain, Michael 
Hooper, is the man that the Waratahs turn 
to when they need inspiration. His all-action, 
dynamic displays from the backrow have 
ben an integral part of the New South Wales 
and Australia game-plan since the former 
Brumby made the move to Sydney in 2013. 
Having made 31 appearances for the ACT 
side after bursting onto the scene on 2010, 
Hooper’s move North secured him the 
Australian Super XV Player of the Year Award 
in his debut season in Sky Blue. By that stage 
he had already made his international bow, 
coming off the bench in the 65th minute 
against Scotland in Newcastle replacing the 
injured David Pocock in the subsequent Test 
matches leading into that season’s Spring 
Tour. Hooper was skipper of the Waratahs 
on their biggest occasion, the 33-32 success 
over the Crusaders bringing them their 
only Super Rugby title to date. Blessed with 
pace, physicality and the ability to disrupt 
opposition ball, Hooper is a prototypical 
modern-day backrower, at home in the loose 
as well as at the coalface. Originally, Hooper 
was a team-mate of a young George Smith 
at the Manly Roos and was picked for the 
Australian U20 side that participated at the 
2011 IRB Junior World Championship where 
he was named Player of the Tournament. 

SEKOPE KEPU
Position: Prop
Height: 188cm
Weight: 125kg
Super Rugby Stats: 97 appearances, 10pts (2T)

Hard-working prop forward Sekope Kepu is 
closing in on a century of appearances for the 
Waratahs having been a formidable part of 
their scrummaging unit for over a decade. Kepu 
made his Super Rugby bow for the ‘Tahs on 1 
March 2008 against the Highlanders in Dunedin, 
following on from a series of standout displays 
with Counties Manukau in the Air New Zealand 
Cup in 2006 before a broken collarbone curtailed 
his evident progress. Such was the progression 
made by Kepu that he was swiftly a part of 
the international set-up, selected for the 2008 
Spring Tour where he made his Wallabies debut 
against Italy in Padova. Earlier in his career, Kepu 
had been a regular selection for New Zealand at 
age-grade level, representing the Kiwis at U17, 
U19 and U21 having relocated to Auckland as 
a youngster. Kepu’s solid presence in the front-
row helped the Australian scrum to lay a decent 
platform for their talented backs as he started 
six of seven matches at the 2011 Rugby World 
Cup. He followed that up four years later by 
appearing in the 2015 Rugby World Cup Final 
against New Zealand at Twickenham. In October 
2018, Kepu became the first prop to make 100 
appearances for Australia, appearing against 
New Zealand.
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ISRAEL FOLAU
Position: Wing
Height: 194cm
Weight: 103kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 91 appearances, 290pts (58T)

One of the most dangerous strike-runners 
in the game today, Israel Folau has garnered 
plaudits aplenty with his size and athleticism 
seeing him closing in on the Super Rugby try 
scorer record held by the Crusaders Doug 
Howlett. Folau, at the time of printing, had 
58 tries to his name, a phenomenal return 
from a player who only joined the Waratahs 
in 2013 after a successful career in Rugby 
League. It was in the 13-a-side code that 
Folau cemented his reputation as a prolific try 
scorer, crossing the line 70 times in only 91 
games for the Melbourne Strom and Brisbane 
Broncos. He was equally at home at the elite 
level with his six tries in eight tests for the 
Kangaroos only bettered by his five in five 
for the Maroons in State of Origin. His brief 
sojourn into AFL with the Greater Western 
Sydney side is probably best forgotten, but on 
his return to the oval ball game, this time in 
Union, he shone once more. It wasn’t just at 
Super Rugby level that his powerful running 
stood out as he transferred his form into the 
international arena, equaling Lote Tuqiri's 
tally of 10 tries in a season for Australia in 
2013. Folau is sure to provide a real threat 
with ball in hand this evening.

KARMICHAEL HUNT
Position: Centre
Height: 186cm
Weight: 93kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 32 appearances, 20pts (4T)

Like Israel Folau, Karmichael Hunt was a convert 
to rugby union from rugby league where he 
was a mainstay in the Brisbane Broncos team, 
appearing in over 120 matches for the club as 
well as lighting up the representative stage with 
both the Maroons and Australia. Hunt’s first 
foray into Union came with French outfit Biarritz 
Olympique after making his rugby debut for the 
French Barbarians in 2014. His stay on the South 
Coast of France was short-lived, despite scoring 
a try in the European Cup Final defeat to Toulon, 
as he returned to Australia after only one season 
deciding to try his luck in AFL with the Gold Coast 
Suns where he was a regular selection. After 
four years with the Suns Hunt made the return 
to Union with the Queensland Reds where his 
performances caught the eye of the national 
selectors leading to a debut in the Green and 
Gold on 10 June 2017 in the 37-14 win over Fiji at 
AAMI Park in Melbourne. Hunt’s time in Brisbane 
was ended in 2019 and he made the switch South 
to Sydney to link-up with the Waratahs playing 
his first game in Blue in the loss to the Hurricanes 
in Round 1 at Brookvale Oval. 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: 'TAHS
It was simple choice for the greatest day 
in Super Rugby history for the Waratahs as 
nothing could beat the time they claimed 
the title for the one and only occasion in 
their storied history. Like many great sides, 
the adage that you need to lose one before 
you win one was apt for the Sydney-siders 
who were pipped twice at the final hurdle, 
losing in 2005 to the Crusaders (35-25) and 
then again in 2008 to the same opposition 
(20-12). It was, therefore, a case of third 
time lucky for the New South Walians. As 
is often the case in Super Rugby, the two 
finalists were the best and most consistent 
teams all year with the Waratahs emerging 
top of the pile, seven points ahead of the 
Crusaders. 

The Final itself, played before 61,823 at ANZ 
Stadium in Sydney, would be just as thrilling 
as anything that had preceded it as the 
two rivals went toe-to-toe in an absorbing 
eighty minutes of action. An Adam Ashley-
Cooper double and a cold-as-ice penalty 
goal from five-eighth Bernard Foley with a 
minute left sealed the win, but only after a 
bone-crunching, blow-by-blow battle with 
the seven-time champions. The Waratahs 
led 14-0 with 15 minutes gone and 20-13 at 
half-time but a questionable try awarded to 
Nemani Nadolo in the 43rd minute sparked 
a trademark comeback from the visitors, 
who had not lost to NSW in a decade. A 
penalty from Colin Slade with four minutes 
remaining looked to have done for the 
Waratahs bit they proved their mettle in 
winning a shot of their own and Foley did 
the rest. 

MATCH DETAILS
2 August 2014

ANZ Stadium, Sydney
Attendance: 61,823

Referee: Craig Joubert

RESULTS
Waratahs 33 (T: Adam Ashley-Cooper (2), 

C: Bernard Foley, P: Bernard Foley (7))
Crusaders 32 (T: Matt Todd, Nemani 

Nadolo, C: Dan Carter, Colin Slade, P: 
Colin Slade (6))
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 51-10

Date: 18/05/2002
Venue: Aussie Stadium, Sydney

Scorers: T: G. Bond, J. Paul, J. 
Harrison, O. Finegan, P. Howard, C: 
J. Huxley (5), S. Mortlock, P: Huxley 

(2), A. Walker

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 8-26
Date: 26/07/2014
Venue: Allianz Stadium, Sydney
Scorers: T: H. Speight, P: C. Lealiifano
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WARATAHS
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com





51

R E T R OBRUMBIES
52

54

57

LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. This 
week we spotlight George Gregan. 

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2006. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees the 
visit of a flamboyant Fijian side in 
1969. 
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GEORGE GREGAN
A foundation player for the Brumbies, a 
bona-fide club legend and a man who was 
revered on the international stage by both 
Wallabies supporters and, becoming that 
rarest of breed, a player who was feted 
and lauded by opposing players and fans 
alike. That’s not much that hasn’t been 
written about the career of the great 
George Musarurwa Gregan, a story that 
encompasses post-Super Rugby moves 
to champion French giants Toulon and 
Japanese super club Suntory Sungoliath. 
He made his Super Rugby bow on Day 
One, the Brumbies defeat of Transvaal on 1 
March 1996, and was an ever-present in the 
formative years, causing havoc wherever he 
stepped onto a field. 

It was perhaps inevitable therefore that 
with regular skipper Brett Robinson injured, 

he was being treated for a sore knee, and 
winger Joe Roff and blockbusting backrower 
Ipolito Fenukitau also out, that Gregan 
should step in as captain for the 1998 season 
opener against the Waratahs at the Sydney 
Football Stadium. It was a chastening start 
to a Brumbies captaincy career that would 
encompass 47 matches as the Waratahs sent 
the Brumbies back to Canberra on the back of 
a hefty 32-7 defeat. To make matters worse, 
Gregan suffered a knock himself and was ruled 
out of the following week’s match with the 
Otago Highlanders, leading to Owen Finegan 
becoming the fourth Brumbies captain.

Gregan would return to do the duty three 
more times in 1998 and was a regular in the 
captain’s slot when Robinson was unavailable 
over course of the 1999 and 2000 seasons. 
During this time Gregan led the Brumbies for 
a combined total of nine appearances. With 
Robinson retiring after the 2000 Grand Final 
loss to the Crusaders there was no surprise 

LEADING 
FROM THE 

FRONT
The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle.
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when Gregan was awarded the honour 
leading into the 2001 season by incumbent 
head Coach Eddie Jones. That season, of 
course, would be memorable for all the right 
reasons.

Gregan, not that he knew it at the time, 
was about to etch his name into Brumbies 
folklore, leading the team to Australia’s 
first ever Super Rugby title with a majestic 
campaign that saw the diminutive scrumhalf 
lead by example. A terrific passer of the 
ball, allowing the back-line to get into gear 
quickly, and with an eye for the space around 
the base of both scrum and breakdown, 
Gregan was effervescent and led the team in 
all thirteen matches of the title year. 

The Brumbies finished top of the pile with 
eight wins from eleven matches and swept 
aside the Queensland Reds in a one-sided 
semi-final at Bruce Stadium in front of a 
raucous home crowd of 25,273. There were 
even more present a week later, a huge 
26,271 seeing Gregan lead the Brumbies to 
the promised land with an emphatic 36-6 
pounding of a beleaguered, and seriously 
out-gunned, Sharks. Perhaps surprisingly 
given that he scored 21 tries for the club in 
136 matches, Gregan didn’t trouble the try 
scorers lists in 2001. He did find his way to 

six points however, via a brace of very rare 
drop-goals.

Gregan would continue in the captaincy 
role for the whole of 2002 and 2003 before 
handing the leadership role to the younger 
Stirling Mortlock for the 2004 title-winning 
season. The passing of the torch from the old 
to the new was symbolic more than anything 
as Gregan still had plenty to offer. Indeed, he 
would don the proverbial armband one more 
time in his Brumbies career, taking over when 
Mortlock was invalided out of the tour match 
against the Cats at Ellis Park in Johannesburg 
in March 1995 and leading the team to a 34-
29 win. As was usually the case with Gregan, 
no-one really expected anything else!

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
01/03/98 v Waratahs (Sydney Football 
Stadium, Sydney) L 7-32

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
19/03/05 v Cats (Ellis Park, Johannesburg) W 
34-29

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 9
Debut: 05/03/96 v Transvaal (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 13-9
Matches as Captain: 47
Appearances: 136
Points: 117 (21T, 4DG)
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THE SEASON 
Final Position: 6th 

A disappointing end to the season saw the 
Brumbies miss out on finals football on 
points difference despite racking up the 
same amount of points as the Sharks and 
the Bulls. Losses in the final two games 
of the regular season, at home to the 
Highlanders and away to the Crusaders 
ended up being the point of difference as 
Laurie Fisher’s side missed the semi-finals. 
Early season optimism of wins over the 
Force and Bulls away from home, and a 15-
15 draw with the Stormers in South Africa, 
was followed by successive home wins over 
the Cats and the Sharks as the Brumbies 
looked good.  The first loss of the campaign 
didn’t come until Round 6, against the Blues 
in Auckland, but that was quickly offset by 
home wins over the Chiefs and Cheetahs. 
The reverse to the Waratahs in Sydney 
was shaken off with home wins against 
the Hurricanes and Reds and finals football 
looked likely. However, in a competitive 
year, the failure to get more than a point 
from the last two fixtures proved dear. 

THE KEY PLAYER 
Stirling Mortlock enjoyed an exceptional year 
in 2006, showcasing his physical prowess 
with the ball in hand and becoming a reliable 
provider of points, whether running in tires 
of belting over kicks from the tee. Mortlock 
was to end the 2006 campaign as the side’s 
leading try-scorer, his nine for the season was 
five better than the trio of players behind 
him namely, Mark Gerrard, Matt Giteau and 
Clyde Rathbone. Mortlock also produced 
with the boot adding fifteen conversions and 
seventeen penalties to end with a season total 
of 126 points to his name. Incidentally, this 
was the last season that Mortlock was tasked 
with the kicking duties alone, the burden 
being shared across the next five or six Super 
Rugby competitions starting with Julian Huxley 
in 2007. Mortlock skippered the Brumbies 
throughout 2006, in addition to his kicking 
responsibilities, and led the team a further 
twelve times across 2007 and 2008.

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2006
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ONE TO REMEMBER 
17/02/2006

Bulls 21 Brumbies 27
(Loftus Versfeld, Pretoria)

Any win in South Africa is hard-earned 
and even more so when it is won at Loftus 
Versfeld in Pretoria, one of the heartlands 
of the game in the Republic. This victory 
came early in the season, Round 2 to be 
precise, as the Brumbies made the trek on 
tour in the season’s formative stages. The 
Bulls would make the semi-finals in 2006, so 
for the Brumbies to claim a victory stunned 
the locals. Tries from Clyde Rathbone, 
Daniel Heenan and Stirling Mortlock helped 
towards the four points whilst Mortlock was 
his usual self with the boot, deadly accurate 
on all three conversions and kicking two 
penalties in addition, the points that made 

the difference at the final whistle. This was 
the Brumbies third win away to the Bulls 
but would be the last for seven years, not 
repeating the trick until 2013.

ONE TO FORGET
06/05/2006

Brumbies 26 Highlanders 28
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra) 

A costly loss against a side that was to end the 
season in ninth place. A failure to pick up four 
points against the New Zealanders was to, 
ultimately, mean that the Brumbies missed 
out on Finals football despite racking up the 
same amount of competition points, thirty-
eight, as the Sharks and the Bulls, the latter 
making the top four. A crowd of just over 
19,000 saw the visitors pip the Brumbies in 
a two-point ball-game in the Round 13 match 
in which the Brumbies claimed two tries. 
Matt Giteau and Gene Fairbanks crossed the 
whitewash for the home side with Mortlock 
adding a couple of conversions and a trio 
of penalties. A George Gregan drop-goal 
completed the Brumbies scoring but it wasn’t 
to be enough. 
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SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Hurricanes 16 Waratahs 14
Crusaders 35 Bulls 15

FINAL
Crusaders 19 Hurricanes 12

ELSEWHERE IN….2006
• Created in 2000, Blu-Ray discs 

were made available in 2006. 
They can contain up to 5 times 
more information than a DVD. 

• The Big Movies included Pirates of 
the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest, 
Night at the Museum and Cars. 

• Montenegro and Japan were at war 
from 1904 to 2006. Montenegro 
assisted Russia in the Russo-Japanese 
war but were not present at the 
signing of the peace treaty in 1905. 
The countries signed it in 2006 when 
Montenegro became independent. 

• Tom Hanks was inducted as 
an honorary member of the 
Army Ranger Hall of Fame for 
his portrayal of Captain Miller 
in the film Saving Private Ryan.  

• Bambi and Bambi II hold the 
record for the record for the 
longest gap in between movie 
sequels, the first being released 
in 1942, the second being 
released 64 years later in 2006.  

• iTunes billionth song was 
downloaded in February 2006. It 
was 'Speed of Sound' by Coldplay. 

• Music Magazine NME voted Oasis's 
Definitely Maybe as the greatest 
album of all time.
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THE TOUR
The visit of Fiji in 1971 was the eighth time 
that a team from the Pacific island country 
had made a rugby trip abroad, their previous 
visits having been to New Zealand (three 
times), Australia (three) and a tour that 
encompassed Wales, France and Canada. The 
population of the country during the early 
part of the decade was only around 475,000 
and the Fijian Rugby Union had access to 
only five enclosed grounds, so tours such as 
this one, were a major boost to the game. In 
all the Fijians were scheduled to play nine 
matches during their trip with the ACT fixture 
at Manuka Oval on Wednesday 16 July match 
number two on their itinerary. By the time 
of their arrival in Canberra, Fiji had already 
put Victoria to the sword in Melbourne, 
swamping their hosts 40-8 at Olympic Park 
and scoring a cool ten tries in the process. 
They would be a serious challenge.  
 

THE MATCH
It was evident from the start that this match 
was likely to provide some spectacular 
action and the home crowd was on its feet 
cheering as early as the fifth minute when, 
from a scrum near the Fijian line, Gary 
Beadman stretched the tourists defence 
and found Barry Sibley who scored. Fiji hit 
back themselves through prop Apilalome 
Turangacoko and as both sides crossed again, 
the half-time score was locked at 6-6. An 
enthralling contest rocked and rolled as the 
ACT looked to have done enough when Noel 
Vickery crossed only for Fiji to hit back and win 
it at the death when Nasivi Ravouvou claimed 
a try to level the scores before Inia Namua 
got the match-winner. The Canberra Times 
of Thursday 17 July 1971 enthused about the 
commitment shown by the home players. ‘It 
was a tremendous effort from the ACT team 
which led the Fijians for most of the game 
and showed that courage and footballing 
ability can counter the unorthodox style of 
the visitors. Outweighed and outpaced, the 
local side tackled like tigers all day and time 
and again halted the steamrolling Fijians just 
short of the ACT line.’ Ultimately, the visiting 
Fijians were to have the final say, but the 
ACT had done more than enough to show 
that they were becoming a real force to be 
reckoned with.

1969: GALLANT ACT BEATEN AT THE DEATH
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Wednesday 16 July 1969  
(Manuka Oval)
ACT 12 (T: Barry Sibley, Brian Kingi, Noel 
Vickery, P: Peter Payten)
Fiji 17 (Inia Namua, Samu Naqelevuki (2), 
Nasivi Ravouvou, Apilalome Turangacoko, C: 
Peniasi Nasolo)

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
Fiji and the ACT were given a standing ovation 
as they left the field at Manuka Oval, a fitting 
reward for the entertainment that they had 
offered the paying public, and it was a theme 
that was to continue throughout the Islanders 
visit to Australia. A thumping 31-16 win over 
Sydney at North Sydney Oval saw eight Fijian 
scores whilst six more followed in a 22-9 win 
over New South Wales Country in Tamworth. 
The Fijian colours were finally lowered by 
New South Wales who sucked the life out 
of the contest at the Sydney Sports Ground, 
kicking two penalties, to edge a forgettable 
encounter 6-5. Queensland were more 
enterprising in their approach to the visitors 
and were deserved 16-15 winners in a thriller 
at Ballymore before Fiji met an Australian XV 
at the same venue. Because the Wallabies 
were touring South Africa at the time, the 
game wasn’t considered a Test match but 
that did not deter the flamboyant Fijians who 
waltzed to a 26-3 success. The tour ended 
with a pair of matches against Invitational 
XV’s, firstly a 40-21 win over Queensland 
Country in Goondiwindi and latterly a 44-
11 win over a Townville Invitation XV at the 
Townsville Sports Reserve.
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Monthly Unique readers from 
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Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY

62

64

65

66

THE BIG FEATURE
Each edition we will take a closer look 
at a relevant topic concerning the 
World of Rugby in our Feature piece. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section.  
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With one round still to play in the 2019 Six 
Nations Championship, things are perfectly set 
for a final-day fight for top sport with Wales one 
win away from a first Grand Slam since 2012. 
The Welsh have been silent destroyers in many 
ways in this season’s rendition of European 
Rugby’s answer to the Rugby Championship. 
Other than a bruising encounter with England 
where the Welsh came out on top, Warren 
Gatland’s side haven’t exactly lit the world 
on fire, like Ireland and England did in the 
previous two championships. 
 
Still, winning rugby is winning rugby. Wales’ 
style, so-called ’Gatland Ball’ certainly doesn’t 
endear them to the casual fan, but it’s effective. 
This is Gatland’s last year in charge of Wales, 
and will be hoping a Grand Slam, followed by a 
strong showing at the World Cup will put him 
in line for either the All Blacks job, his native 
country or rumours are to be believed, Eddie 
Jones’ role as England Head Coach. 
 
Should Wales slip up against Ireland, Jones’ 
England will almost certainly take home the 
Championship given their far superior points 

difference. England have been the best side 
in the tournament, by a stretch but such 
is the format, they’ll resign themselves to 
second place because of that week 3 loss to 
Wales, should Ireland fail to spoil the party 
in Cardiff. 
 
Ireland have only lost one game themselves, 
against England in Round one, but they are 
all but out of the running for first place. Joe 
Schmidt’s team have looked a shell of the 
side that beat New Zealand in November, 
particularly in terms of the creativity in attack 
they’ve come to be admired for. However, 
Ireland love nothing more than to break 
up a Grand Slam run so counting them out 
against Wales would not be smart. They’ll 
have everything to play for, especially given 
the long-term bitterness between Gatland 
and the Irish Rugby community, too long to 
go in to here but look it up.
 
Wales, in some respects, have stumbled 
towards a potential Grand Slam which will 
see them either finish first or third, and 
England’s ability to put points on the board 

SIX NATIONS CHAMPIONSHIP 
STILL UP FOR GRABS
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against France, Scotland and Italy means they 
will win if Wales don’t. It’s a fascinating end 
to what has been somewhat of a lacklustre 
championship. Perhaps it’s the looming 
World Cup but there’s a certain fizz that 
just hasn’t been present this season. It also 
doesn’t help that once again, Scotland and 
Italy are the also rans, having won one and 
no games respectively. 
 
Scotland continue to flatter to deceive. 
For every headline we read that the Scots 
are different in this era and that Gregor 
Townsend is trying to play more expansive 
rugby, we get more disappointing Scottish 
performances. They definitely show flashes. 
In a World Cup setting, they might be 
able to upset some teams, but they can’t 
seem to put together five weeks’ worth of 
competitive performances, and it’s hurting 
the competition. 
 
For Italy, something must change. It’s tough 
because there has been some growth in their 

play, but they keep losing. It’s probably time 
for some new blood in the Six Nations. The 
championship needs it and so do Italy. They 
would benefit greatly from learning to win 
games, albeit against weaker competition. 
With the proposed World Nations 
Championship set to bring in a new dawn of 
international rugby, fans of the Six Nations 
are almost certain to see a new team join the 
tournament in the coming years. 
 
From a southern-hemisphere point of view, this 
year’s Six Nations has probably reduced some 
of the fear that was coming after the Spring 
tour. Wales look tough but limited, England 
seem awesome in patches, but couldn’t get 
the job done when it really mattered. Ireland 
are going in reverse, whether that’s Schmidt 
keeping his cards close to the chest we’ll see. 
The deciding round is going to be electric, 
will Ireland spoil the Welsh party, and gift a 
Championship to their bitter rivals England. 
You’ll have to stay up late and see. 
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The South African Conference is shaping up 
to be an exciting one with only five points 
separating the table-topping Bulls from the 
Stormers in fifth with the latter side having 
a game in hand on all their Conference 
opposition. No side has really been able to 
take this section by the scruff of the neck 
in its early stages leading to all five clubs 
harbouring hopes of taking out the top spot 
and a home Quarter Final later down the 
track. 

if any one side can claim that they are 
moving towards that ascendancy, it’s the 
Bulls with three wins from their opening four 
encounters. Successive victories in Round 
3 and 4 have had Bulls fans dreaming big, 
the 30-12 away Derby win in Johannesburg 
perhaps underlining that this could be their 
year.  Handre Pollard led the way at Emirates 
Airline Park with twenty points as the bulls 
inflicted a rare home loss on the Lions.

Last weekend the Bulls swept aside the 
Sharks at Loftus Versfeld with Pollard once 
more proving his worth with another twenty-
points plus haul. The playmaker ended the 
match with 22-points taking his season 
tally up to 74 in four matches. The Sharks 

were struggling for consistency and this 
loss, coupled with a narrow 11-16 defeat to 
the Stormers in Durban has stymied their 
impressive start to the campaign.

It’s been a chastening start to the season for 
the Lions who are aiming for a fourth Grand 
Final in a row. They have managed to steady 
the ship somewhat with a thrill-a-minute 47-
39 win over the touring Jaguares last time 
out. Incredibly, they almost let a mammoth 
47-13 lead slip as the Argentineans finished 
strongly with a 25-point burst including three 
tires in the final eight minutes to set the 
nerves jangling. 

The Stormers win over the Sharks was their 
second of the year from three starts and with 
the Jaguares also boasting two victories, the 
latest a 23-19 home success over the Blues in 
Buenos Aires in Round 3, there is all to play 
for in a tight Conference battle. This weekend 
sees the Stormers hosting the Argentines and 
the Lions at home to the Rebels. 

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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History was made in New Zealand in Round 
3 as Japanese club the Sunwolves claimed 
their first ever victory away from home in 
Super Rugby as they stunned the Chiefs with 
a 30-15 success in Waikato. The result was 
the culmination of a superb eighty-minute 
performance from the Sunwolves in which 
Hayden Parker, as he often is, was the catalyst. 
The New Zealand born flyhalf claimed half 
of his team’s points in the win which sent 
reverberations around the competition. 

The Sunwolves nearly repeated the trick a 
week later as they succumbed to the Blues 
by eight points at QBE Stadium in North 
Harbour. Only a 75th minute penalty from 
Otere Black confirmed the result for the 
Auckland side who were pushed all the way 
by their visitors who were hampered by the 
loss of Nathan Vella and Semisi Masirewa to 
second half yellow cards. 

For the Chiefs meanwhile their 2019 Super 
Rugby misery continued in Christchurch 
where they were put to the sword by a 
Crusaders team that appears to be getting 
better week on week. They demolished 
the hapless Chiefs in a 57-28 drubbing that 
included nine tries, two each for Codie Taylor 
and Will Jordan. The scoreboard was made 
slightly more bearable for the visiting fans 

with two late tries, both converted, but the 
Chiefs Annus Horibilis continued. 

Four points behind the Crusaders in the 
New Zealand Conference ladder sit the 
Hurricanes. After defeating the Brumbies 
in Palmerston North in Round 3, the ‘Canes 
inflicted a second loss of the season on the 
Highlanders, edging their Kiwi opponents 
25-22. A penalty, after the siren, from 
Beauden Barrett broke the deadlock as the 
Hurricanes were forced to come from behind 
after the Highlanders had scored fourteen 
unanswered second-half points. 

This was the second loss in a row for the 
Highlanders who had been pipped at the 
post by the Rebels in Melbourne in Round 3 
having a late try disallowed that would have 
given them a share of the spoils at the very 
least had it been allowed. The blemish has 
left the Highlanders third on the ladder with 
the Blues four points behind and sitting out 
the Round 5 matches.

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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Plus500 Brumbies Assistant Coach Peter Hewat 
has been named as the new Australian Schools 
& U18s Head coach for 2019. The former NSW 
Waratahs back played over 150 matches which 
also included stints at London Irish and Suntory 
and was the Waratahs second highest points 
scorer with 636 points, winning the 2017 Top 
League Premiership whilst in Japan. 

Hewat will be joined by two assistant coaches 
who will come from within the school system. 
The Australian Schools Rugby Union will 
present a short list of these coaches to Rugby 
Australia before a final decision is made. The 
role will see Hewat work alongside the Head 
of National Talent Management and State 
Academy staff in the process of finalising the 
touring squad. 

“I’m really looking forward to taking on the 
coaching role of Australian Schools & U18s 
for 2019,’ Hewat said of his appointment. 
This is an exciting time for the Rugby Australia 
pathway with our academies, schools and 
clubs having greater alignment and I’m 
looking forward to working with the players 
and my fellow coaches to develop our next 
generation of talent. We are looking forward 
to the fixtures later in the season, but in the 
meantime, I remain fully focused on my role 

at the Brumbies and helping the club towards a 
successful Super Rugby season.”

The academy programs are designed to enable 
all participants to achieve their Rugby goals, 
without hindering their club or school Rugby 
commitments. The academies will also ensure 
that school leavers who are eligible to play U18s 
Rugby can represent their country.  Following a 
series of academy fixtures, an Australian Schools 
and U18s side will be picked continuing in the 
tradition of National fixtures against Fiji U18 
Schools, New Zealand School Barbarians and 
New Zealand Schools. 

Rugby Australia’s National Head of Talent 
Management, Adrian Thompson said: “We are 
happy to have Peter involved in the first year of 
our new structure. He’s a proven himself both as 
a player and a coach and this opportunity allows 
him to gain some Head Coaching experience. 
“We would like to thank the Brumbies who 
are supporting this venture. It's an excellent 
opportunity to give a Super Rugby coach the 
chance to guide a National under age team. 
Our Academies will feed into the Australian 
Schools and U18s program which will allow for a 
better-connected pathway through to the Junior 
Wallabies and Super Rugby clubs.”  

PETER HEWAT APPOINTED 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS & U18S HEAD COACH
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GEORGIA IN TALKS TO JOIN PRO14
Georgian rugby is in talks to join the Pro14 in a 
bid to break into the top tier of the international 
game. Los Lelos have consistently been one of 
the top tier-two teams in Europe, without being 
given regular exposure at the highest level. But 
head coach Milton Haig told BBC Sport that 
discussions have started over a Georgian side 
joining one of the leading leagues. “We've had 
different talks with different competitions,” he 
said. The Pro14 has regularly voiced its desire 
to expand the league, with Haig “hopeful” a 
Georgian outfit could be involved in the “next 
couple of years”. “The next step for us is trying 
to get into a franchise competition - it could 
be the Currie Cup, it could be the Pro14, it 
could be Super Rugby,” Haig added. “Like most 
countries, to be successful at a high level of 
international rugby you need a stepping stone. 
Preferably it is European but after that as long 
as it is competitive and cost-effective then we 
will take anything.”

WRU CHIEF CONFIRMS FOUR REGION PLAN TO 
PLAYERS
Wales will still have four professional teams 
after potential major changes to its regional 
rugby structure but mergers between existing 
sides have been discussed, according to 
documents seen by BBC Sport Wales. Plans 
for change from the 2020-21 season include 

WORLD OF RUGBY: GLOBAL NEWS
a possible north Wales region and reducing 
professional sides in south Wales from four to 
three with the potential of two merging. Welsh 
Rugby Union chief executive Martyn Phillips 
confirmed this as a possibility during his meeting 
with the Welsh Rugby Players' Association 
(WRPA) and senior players - including Wales 
captain Alun Wyn Jones – last week. Phillips 
addressed WRPA following a request for clarity 
and consultation over ongoing discussions about 
the future of Welsh rugby.

WORLD RUGBY PLANS CRITICISED
World Rugby's proposals to revamp the 
international game have been met by fierce 
opposition from some of the world's leading 
players. The sport's governing body wants to 
combine the northern and southern hemisphere 
calendars and form a 12-team World League 
starting in 2020. It would lead to more 
international matches, with International Rugby 
Players' (IRP) president, Ireland fly-half Johnny 
Sexton, calling the proposal "out of touch". 
World Rugby have insisted their commitment to 
player welfare is "unwavering". England captain 
Owen Farrell added: “This proposal shows no 
signs of improving an already difficult situation. 
Players are definitely open to discussing a new 
global season but what we develop has to work 
with the club game in order to reduce conflict, 
deal with player release issues and make sure 
their welfare is looked after.”



The Choice of the Wallabies

*IRI MarketEdge, Vitamins & Supplements Scan Data (AU Pharmacy + AU Grocery), Dollars, MAT 30/12/2018.

PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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The Choice of the Wallabies
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) W 54-17

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) L 13-43
8 Rebels (a) L 26-29
15 Waratahs (h) 19:45
24 Reds (a) 16:00
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) 15:15
13 Lions (h) 19:45
20 Stormers (a) 23:05
28 Jaguares (a) 07:40

MAY
4 Blues (h) 19:45
12 Sunwolves (h) 16:00
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

FOLAU JOINS EXCLUSIVE CLUB
Brumbies hooker Folau Fainga’a created 
Super Rugby history for the club when 
he rumbled over for his fourth try of the 
season against the Rebels in Melbourne. 
The hooker’s 33rd minute effort meant 
that the Wallabies rake became the 
first Brumbies forward to score in four 
consecutive matches. Fainga’a joins an 
exclusive club whose inductees are Joe 
Roff, Andrew Walker, Stirling Mortlock, 
Stephen Larkham, Jesse Mogg and Mitch 
Hardy.

WRIGHT BECOMES BRUMBY #213
New-recruit Tom Wright became Brumby 
#213 when he came on for Tom Banks in 
the 71st minute of the 54-17 victory over 
the Chiefs at GIO Stadium on Saturday 
23 February. Wright was the fourth new 
Brumby to be capped in 2019 and crossed 
for his first Brumbies try in the loss to 
the Hurricanes in Palmerston North after, 
once more, replacing Banks with ten 
minutes left to play a week later.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Rebels 3 3 0 0 87 72 +15 0 12
2 Waratahs 3 2 0 1 78 67 +11 1 9
3 Brumbies 4 1 0 3 120 123 -3 3 7
4 Sunwolves 4 1 0 3 90 119 -29 1 5
5 Reds 3 0 0 3 60 86 -26 1 1

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders 4 4 0 0 141 84 +57 1 17
2 Hurricanes 4 3 0 1 110 92 +18 1 13
3 Highlanders 4 2 0 2 107 107 0 2 10
4 Blues 4 1 0 3 76 93 -17 2 6
5 Chiefs 4 0 0 4 87 171 -84 1 1

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Bulls 4 2 0 2 119 56 +63 1 13
2 Sharks 4 2 0 2 96 70 +26 2 11
3 Jaguares 4 2 0 2 105 103 +2 1 9
4 Lions 4 2 0 2 101 104 -3 1 9
5 Stormers 3 2 0 1 38 68 -30 0 8



6 EVENTS 17 DAYS
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2019 APPS 2019 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 4 5 – 1t 63 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 4 5 – 1t 62 30 – 6t

Tom BANKS 4 5 – 1t 32 65 – 13t

Sam CARTER 3 5 – 1t 108 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK 3 - 20 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS 1 - 11 -

Blake ENEVER 3 - 48 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 4 20 – 4t 17 35 – 7t

Vunipola FIFITA - - 0 -

Mack HANSEN - - 0 -

Wharenui HAWERA 4 4 – 2c 35 190 ¬– 2t, 42c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU - - 0 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE - - 11 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 4 10 – 2t 109 115 – 23t

Christian LEALIIFANO 4 20 – 9c, 2p 140 869 – 19t, 153c, 154p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 4 - 37 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN 1 - 2 -

Matt LUCAS 3 - 52 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 4 5 – 1t 64 40 – 8t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 3 5 – 1t 31 25 – 5t

Connal MCINERNEY - - 6 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD 4 - 18 30 – 6t

Chance PENI 3 10 – 2t 17 45 – 9t

David POCOCK 3 - 112 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 4 - 46 15 – 3t

Toni PULU 1 - 32 70 – 14t

Tom ROSS - - 0 -

Pete SAMU 4 - 37 45 – 9t 

Irae SIMONE 3 - 13 -

Scott SIO 4 - 89 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 4 - 108 25 – 5t 

Henry SPEIGHT 2 5 – 1t 110 210 – 42t

Darcy SWAIN 1 - 2 -

Lausii TALIAULI - - 23 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 3 5 – 1t 6 10 – 2t

Tom WRIGHT 3 5 – 1t 3 5 – 1t
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

The Plus500 Brumbies put on one of their 
most devastating performances for years as 
they hammered the Chiefs at GIO Stadium in 
Round 2 in late February. The home side rolled 
back the years with an exhilarating display of 
running, counter-attacking rugby, that the 
visiting Chiefs had simply no response to. The 
home side ran in nine-tries in the empathic 
54-17 success with winger Chance Peni and 
centre Tevita Kuridrani both claiming a try-
double. A sublime five-pointer from Tom 
Banks was the highlight of the first half whilst 
the forwards also got in on the act as Lachlan 
McCaffrey, Folau Fainga’a and Josh Mann-
Rea found their way across the whitewash. 
Christian Lealiifano added five conversions 
whilst replacement Wharenui Hawera landed 
two. 

The following week an irresistible display of 
effervescent rugby in the second half, saw the 
Hurricanes claim a bonus-point win over the 
Brumbies at Central Energy Trust Arena, with 
All Blacks centre Ngani Laumape claiming a 
hat-trick of tries in the 43-13 victory. Fainga’a 
was able to claim his third try in successive 
matches for the Brumbies whilst replacement 
Tom Wright notched his first Super Rugby 
score, but it was the Hurricanes who went 
home happy, racking up a bonus-point as 
they outscored the visiting Australians by six 
tries to two. Our last fixture before tonight’s 

match was the return clash with the Rebels in 
Melbourne last weekend. After a storming first-
half, which ended with the Brumbies 19-3 in 
front, the Rebels emptied their bench and fought 
back to claim the points with a late try eventually 
running out victors by three-points.

RESULTS
Super Rugby R2: Plus500 Brumbies (33) 54 (T: 
Kuridrani (2), Banks, Peni (2), McCaffery, Fainga’a, 
Mann-Rea, C: Lealiifano (5), Hawera (2)) Chiefs 
(10) 17 (T: Moeakiola, Taukei’aho, C: McKenzie 
(2), P: McKenzie)
Super Rugby R3: Hurricanes (19) 43 (T: Coles 
(2), Laumape (3), Blackwell, C: B. Barrett (4), J. 
Garden-Bachop, P: B. Barrett) Plus500 Brumbies 
(8) 13 (T: Fainga’a, Wright, P: Lealiifano)
Super Rugby R4: Rebels (3) 29 (T: Koroibete, 
Maddocks (2), Genia, C: Cooper (3), P: Cooper) 
Plus500 Brumbies (19) 26 (T: Speight, Fainga’a, 
Penalty-Try, Valetini, C: Lealiifano (2))



Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON




