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B R E A K D O W NSEASON 2019, ISSUE 6
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Murray Douglas kicks off the 
Getting to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus 
Lachlan McCaffrey tells us his favourite things and Leslie 
Leuluaialii-Makin reveals his first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Read our exclusive chat with the very first Brumbies 
Captain, Brett Robinson, who we caught up with briefly 
whilst in Buenos Aires as well as an interview with Louise 
Burrows.

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Sunwolves to GIO 
Stadium today and take a look ahead at the action on the 
field as well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Sunwolves. Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper George Smith, with a passing nod to 
Alister Campbell, take a trip back in time to 2009 and recall 
the day that Korea visited the capital in 1987. 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS
Good afternoon everyone and welcome 
to GIO Stadium for our Round 13 match 
against the Sunwolves. Also, a very happy 
Mother’s Day to all the mums out there 
and we hope you have a wonderful day.

This afternoon promises to be another 
exciting match following on from our 
fourth home win in succession here 
against the Blues last Saturday night. At 
the end of a week which saw us return 
from our Around the World trip to play the 
Stormers and Jaguares it was very pleasing 
to see the team dig in and get a victory.

We did well to recover from a slow 
start and I was very happy with the way 
the team responded to that adversity, 
regrouping and sticking to the game-plan 
to come away with four valuable points. 
Folau Fainga’a made the headlines with a 
hat-trick of tries, but he will be the first to 
admit that he had plenty of help from the 
rest of our pack, which was outstanding 
once more.

It was also fantastic to welcome Len 
Ikitau into the Brumbies family as 
Brumby #219. Len is a quality talent 
and was unfazed at being brought into 
the team after Tevita Kuridrani’s late 
withdrawal. He showed his talent with 
a good solid performance on debut 
and we will see a lot more of Len as his 
career progresses.

We’ve a big match ahead of us this 
afternoon as the Sunwolves will provide 
a tough test, but it’s one we are all 
looking forward to. With the Runners 
playing a very strong Japanese A side 
pre-match, it should be a great day of 
rugby at GIO Stadium. I hope you enjoy 
both games. 

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with Murray Douglas. Find 
out how our Scottish import began his 
rugby journey, one that has taken him 
around the World.

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us theres. Today we find out all 
about Lachlan McCaffrey. 

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and Last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill the 
beans. This week we chat to prop 
Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Find out what some of our stars have 
being doing off the field as we bring 
you up to date with the best of their 
Social Media. 
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MURRAY DOUGLAS’ 
INCREDIBLE ODYSSEY 

How does a lawyer from Scotland end up 
making five tackles in eight phases in a 
famous Brumbies win in Cape Town? The 
incredible journey of Murray Douglas from 
Kirkcaldy to Canberra is a story of sacrifice, 
luck and self-belief and now, knowing he’s 
here for at least another year, Douglas is 
starting to look ahead, not over his shoulder. 

For many seasons, that is what Douglas has 
had to do, fighting tooth and nail for his 
next one-year contract. Last year, it was at 
the Hurricanes, before that the Rebels. At 
the Brumbies, the latest stop on Douglas’s 
Southern odyssey, a two-year contract 
has given the Fife native a chance to grow 
more organically, his performance in that 
brave Brumbies win away to the Stormers 
showing the Scotsman is already a fully-
fledged member of the Brumbies family.  

“Every team I’ve been at, it’s been a year 
deal. Two years gives you time to be yourself, 

as a person and a player,” Douglas said, in an 
exclusive interview for Breakdown. “On a year-
long contract, you feel you have to impress 
straight away, you have this sort of resting 
state of anxiety every day because there’s no 
security. Towards the end of my season with 
the Hurricanes, the Brumbies came in with a 
two-year deal and it all just made sense for me 
to come here.”

Rugby, as it is for many of us, is with us from 
the time we’re able to walk. For Douglas, it was 
no different. Casting his mind back to growing 
up in the picturesque settlement of Kirkcaldy, 
Douglas’ first memories of the rugby are of 
watching his Dad play, before playing his own, 
less intense fixture, ‘mini’s rugby’, as he calls it. 

But the path forward just never revealed itself 
to Douglas. At home, he got close to joining 
the top ranks, but never quite made it. How 
poetic it is then, now a bonified pro, Douglas 
will return on loan at the end of the Super 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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Rugby season to his native land, and to the 
club which gave him his only glimpse of the 
top of the mountain, Edinburgh. 

“I played all my junior rugby there before 
going off to University in Aberdeen,” Douglas 
recalled. “My last year at university, I got 
asked to train with Edinburgh. I didn’t think 
I’d get much time to play or anything, they 
were having a good European Cup run that 
year and they were using their main squad to 
focus on that and pulling in some club players 
for their last few league games and I ended 
up getting named on the bench against 
Cardiff Blues.

“I made my debut that night but wasn’t 
offered anything in Scotland and I had just 
finished my law degree so by that time I 
had also committed to starting my legal 
traineeship with a law firm in Edinburgh. So, 
I sort of just started playing club rugby for 
those next two years, played some rep stuff 
but wasn’t professional.”

In 2014, Douglas left Scotland. Not for rugby, 
but for adventure. What left of his rugby 
dreams was almost gone, a glimmer of hope 
clearly dormant inside, but with no prospects 
of playing professionally anywhere. So, 
Douglas set his co-ordinates to Australia, 
leaving family and friends behind to go 
discover the world, alongside his greatest 
supporter and now fiancée, Megan, someone 
who was beside Douglas long before the first 
light of Super Rugby first emerged over the 
horizon.

“I met Megan at University, and we’ve been 
together since,” Douglas said, smiling. “She’s 
been with me the whole way, from playing 
club rugby to getting my first gig and now. 
She’s been great. She’s a Doctor and she’s 

very passionate about her own career, has 
high aspirations but to a certain extent has 
had to put them on hold with me moving 
around with Rugby. She’s sacrificed a lot and 
has been a great supporter throughout. 

“We went out to Australia in 2014, thinking it 
would be six months to a year, but settled in 
Melbourne and we just really enjoyed living 
and working there. I was working with a law 
firm there and playing locally for Melbourne 
Harlequins. I’d had no intentions of pursuing 
rugby at that time, but I got selected in the 
Melbourne Rising squad. I thought the ship 
had sailed honestly. At the end of the NRC, 
I then got asked in to do preseason with the 
Melbourne Rebels in 2016. They invited me 
in, but it wasn’t a paid position or anything 
but come in, see what happens and there 
might be a contract there.

“So, I went to the law firm and basically said, 
I want to pursue this, let me to it and if it 
doesn’t work out I’ll commit here for the long 
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term. Luckily it did and I got the contract 
with the Rebels.”

As Douglas describes this incredible, 
fortuitous journey, relaxed in a Cape Town 
Hotel, you could barely tell it happened, to 
him. Perhaps that’s Douglas’ greatest trait. 
As you stand in his considerable presence, 
you are surrounded by this cloud of self-
confidence. It’s not arrogance, it’s humility, 
and you can tell that by talking to him. 
Maybe it’s because it all happened so late, 
and every leg-up he got was earned, but 
there is a poise and power in Douglas and 
judging by the back-five forwards play for 
the Brumbies this season, it’s hard to know 
how it took so long for him to be spotted as 
a potential professional. 

In many ways, he’s more suited to the game 
in the Southern-Hemisphere than Scotland. 
Douglas is an inbetweener, a lock who can 
cover backrow. That makes you extremely 
valuable, but up North, locks look more like 
Rory Arnold, towering giants of men who 
know one direction, and that’s through you. 
Douglas is more subtle than that, but still 
has all that set-piece acumen from growing 
up in Scotland, where lineouts and scrums 
are treated less like chances to restart a 
game, and more like a sacrament. 

“In those winter months at home, you do tend 
to rely on your set-piece. As a forward over 
there, scrum and lineout are your absolute 
bread and butter, “Douglas explained. 

“Down here, with the weather and the hard 
ground, naturally there’s more emphasis on 
skill and attacking. I suppose I’m in a unique 
position but also quite lucky. At home, the 
Locks are mammoths. I’ve always been more 
of a mobile, back five forward type so the style 
suits me here.”

That blend of abrasion and athleticism is 
ultimately what caught the eye of Northland 
first, then John Plumtree and the Hurricanes. A 
year spent there brought more frustration for 
Douglas, a good spell on the field being broken 
up by injury. With his future in the balance, 
Douglas got the call that saw him pack up 
sticks once again. 

“John Plumtree said to me at the end of the 
year that they needed locks, but he didn’t 
see enough of me, so he told me to go to 
Northland, have a big season and we’ll see you 
back here,” Douglas remembered.  “So away I 
went to Northland, then that week my agent 
rang me and said the Brumbies have offered 
you a two-year deal, but they’re not going to 
hang around, you’re going to have to make a 
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decision quite quickly. What attracted me 
was the history, the Brumbies are former 
champions obviously, and are known as a 
Wallaby factory. Guys come to Canberra 
relatively unknown and become Wallabies. 
It’s definitely a successful environment.”

Off the field, Douglas is loving life in the 
Nation's capital, and hopes his turn in 
Canberra could be a long-term home for 
the next few years.  “I love the chill vibe in 
Canberra,” he revealed. “It’s got the best of 
both worlds, it’s easy to get around, but the 
City has got a lot going on, nice restaurants. 
It’s not a place everyone rants and raves 
about, but I think it’s a very underrated spot. 
Megan and I are both settled here now and 
ye, I’ve just been very impressed so far.”

“Hopefully, after these two years, I’ll have the 
chance to stay a little bit longer. It’s been a 
roundabout way of getting into professional 
rugby, a non-conventional way and I suppose 
that’s why I’m so keen every day to give the 
best I can.”

Always a talent, but perhaps undervalued, 
Douglas joined the professional ranks later 
than most. Through perseverance, and a 
little good fortune, Douglas found his rugby 
home in Super Rugby.  How beautifully poetic 

it is then, that Douglas will return to Scotland 
after the Brumbies win a Super Rugby title, 
or whenever the season finishes, to join up 
with his boyhood club, Edinburgh, the team 
that gave Douglas the glimpse of what would 
eventually be the career he carved out for 
himself. But, if like a lot of people who get 
to know ‘Muzzer’, you’re sad to hear he’s 
leaving Brumbies, don’t worry, Douglas 
will be back for the start of the 2020 Super 
Season as a Brumby.  

“It’ll be good to get back there I think and 
immerse myself in Scotland and get to play 
for the team I grew up supporting,” Douglas 
commented. “And it’ll save my old man 
getting up at the crack of dawn to watch 
Super Rugby. I went to University when 
I was 17 so that’s when I left the family 
home, so I’ve been brought up to live quite 
independently. My mum in particular, she 
always encouraged me to see the world, 
so I’ve honestly never had to suffer home 
sickness or anything. I know a lot do, but I’ve 
loved everywhere I’ve lived down here, it’s 
been an incredible journey. Home’s always 
home, but it’s not going anywhere. Whatever 
position I play, whatever I achieve with this 
club,  any chance you get to put on a famous 
jersey like this one, it’s great.”



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

C H A M P A G N E  B A R
CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Strawberries

COFFEE ORDER Flat White

DRINK Orange Juice

SANDWICH FILLING Chicken Schnitzel

BAND / MUSICIAN Six60

TV SHOW The Back Page

MOVIE Gladiator

OTHER SPORT AFL

TRY SCORED Vs British Lions

GROUND PLAYED AT Welford Road, Leicester 
Tigers

SPORTS HERO Ben Tune

SCHOOL SUBJECT Maths

DANCE MOVE Not Moving!

ITEMS OF CLOTHING Boardshorts

COLOUR Blue

SUPERHERO Captain Planet

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Lord Howe Island

WAY TO RELAX Beach with Koda 

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies flanker Lachlan McCaffrey recently 

told us about a few of his favourite things…….

THINGS



12

MY LAST
CAR

HOLDEN CAPTIVA

CELEBRITY CRUSH
BEYONCÉ

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
BETTER BE HOME SOON

 CROWDED HOUSE

HOLIDAY 
SAMOA

MOVIE WATCHED
BIRD BOX

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
RAINBOX 6 SIEGE OR DETROIT 

BECOME HUMAN

TRY I SCORED
U7S!

AWARD WON
BUSINESS DIPLOMA

BOOK I READ
THE BIBLE

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
REMOVALIST

MEAL I COOKED
HOMEMADE MEATBALLS

PARTY I ATTENDED 
21ST SEKA’S BIRTHDAY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
READ TO KIDS / SET ALARM

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@USO_TATAU

MOBILE PHONE
IPHONE X

MY FIRST
CAR

MITSUBISHI MAGNA

CELEBRITY CRUSH
JESSICA ALBA

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
ACHY BREAKY HEART

 BILLY RAY CYRUS

HOLIDAY 
SAMOA

MOVIE WATCHED
LION KING

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
SUPER MARIS BROS OR 

POKEMON RED VERSION

TRY I SCORED
U7S

AWARD WON
SUNDAY SCHOOL 3RD PLACE

BOOK I READ
HARRY POTTER

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
CAFÉ BARISTA / WAITER

MEAL I COOKED
MELTED CHEESE ON TOAST

PARTY I ATTENDED 
TEA PARTY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
BRUSH TEETH

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@MILLSFINAU

MOBILE PHONE
NOKIA 5110
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

LESLIE?
LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN
POSITION: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
BIRTHPLACE: Canberra, ACT
HEIGHT: 174cm
WEIGHT: 112kg
SCHOOL: St Edmunds College, 
Canberra, ACT
BRUMBY NUMBER: 181
SUPER RUGBY / BRUMBIES 
DEBUT: 2016 v Hurricanes, 
Canberra
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 43
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 0
ACT CLUB: Queanbeyan Whites

Prop Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin 

is the next to take part in our 

new series detailing 

‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their live away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the players have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



Set your sights on

Canberra
this autumn
Cultural must-dos and foodie hotspots collide with 
after-dark events and early morning balloon rides 

to create the ultimate weekend away.

Come and discover why Canberra was named 
Lonely Planet’s third best city to visit in 2018.

VISITCANBERRA.COM.AU

J3335 - VC Autumn 2019_See Canberra_FA2.indd   1 12/3/19   9:59 am
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP
What’s been happening at 
Grassroots level at Brumbies 
Rugby and beyond? 

EXCLUSIVE: BRETT ROBINSON INTERVIEW   
Whilst in Buenos Aires, we caught 
up with our first-ever Captain, 
Brett Robinson, to talk rugby, the 
Wallabies and Brumbies culture.

SUPER W 
Breakdown chats to veteran 
Brumbies Women‘s hooker, and 
all-round legend of the Women’s 
game, Louise ‘Cookie’ Burrows.

ACADEMY 
All the latest information from our 
Academy program, in Association 
with the Brumbies Foundation, 
including fixtures, results and 
news. 

18

20

22

24
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When Brett Robinson reflects on his time at 
the Brumbies, it isn’t the number of games 
he won with the side or the individual 
success he displayed getting selected for 
the Wallabies that he thinks of foremost. 
What Brett remembers best is the sense of 
community he felt with his fellow teammates, 
building a culture in the wintery Capital that 
allowed players to strive for greatness and 
achieve success that could catapult them into 
national team selection. 

At the beginning of their inaugural season, 
Robinson was selected as the Brumbies’ first 
team captain. Although he acknowledges 
it was a fantastic honour to have this highly 
acclaimed title, Brett says it was a real 
strength to have a strong leadership group 
with the likes of Ewen McKenzie support him. 

“We had a lot of experienced, talented people 
[at the Brumbies], so I was well supported by a 
lot of experience and we owned, individually 
owned and collectively owned, what we did,” 
Robinson recalled. 

The culture at the Brumbies is one that is well 
regarded around Australia as a tight knit and 
friendly team that are close like a family. In 
those early days, back in 1996, Brett says a 
lot of the team would live together in a little 
apartment block near where they trained in 
Griffith. 

This allowed the boys to form a strong 
bond beyond the football field, travelling to 
and from training and cooking their meals 
together. The former Brumbies captain 
believes this helped the players, who had 
in some cases travelled away from home 
and families to play in Canberra, to feel 
comfortable in the new team environment. 

“We were very tight, spending a lot of 
time together, travelled with each other,” 
Robinson explains. “We became really close, 
unlike some of the other guys in NSW or 
Brisbane where they’re all living way away 
from each other. They turn up to training 
and they go home together. We turn up to 
training, go and have a coffee and lunch 
together. We go back to our apartment and 
you know, we’re sharing meals, so there was 
a real sense of community there.”

When the Brumbies were established in 
the mid-90s, it allowed some players who 
were on the fringe of Wallabies selection 
the chance to get regular game time at 
the professional level. This provided a 
tremendous opportunity for players like 
Steve Larkham, who started out at the 
Brumbies as their third string halfback. He 
then quickly transitioned to the starting 
fullback for the team, and within two years 
he was the starting flyhalf for the Wallabies, 
who he ultimately played over 100 tests for.

THE FIRST BRUMBIES CAPTAIN ON CANBERRA, 
CULTURE AND THE WALLABIES 



Another player that Brett recalls being 
launched into national selection on the back 
of his Brumbies performances is Mitch Hardy. 
In Hardy’s second year with the Canberra 
team as a winger, he was called up to the 
Wallabies where he played in 8 tests before 
moving with his family to Perth where he 
worked for Rugby WA in development roles. 

“I think that’s probably my greatest memory 
of what the Brumbies were able to provide,” 
says Robinson. “Ultimately that strengthened 
the national side because we brought a 
completely different perspective to the way 
that team played.”

“And as you look back now, we’ve had two 
or three Wallaby coaches, we’ve had Wallaby 
managers, we’ve had senior executives,” the 
former Brumbies skipper continues. “You 
know we’ve had a lot of influence on the 
game, which has been about improving and 
strengthening the game in the country.”

Brett Robinson’s legacy at the Brumbies is 
recognised every year at the team’s annual 
awards night which is named after the 

former captain. The top prize at the awards 
night is the coveted Brett Robinson Player’s 
Player, awarded to the standout player of 
the season. Last year this prize was received 
by towering 209cm lock Rory Arnold, and 
previous recipients include the likes of David 
Pocock, Christian Lealiifano, Henry Speight 
and of course George Smith who has won 
the award an incredible 10 times in his 12 
seasons in the Capital. 

Brett says having the night named after him 
is a huge honour, and he tries to attend the 
ceremony every year.

“I’ve missed one I think over the years not 
getting there, because I respect how big it 
is and what an honour it is. I mean the time 
in Canberra for all of us in those early years 
changed our lives, I’m very grateful for that 
opportunity,” says Robinson. “I’m grateful 
for the organisation and we want to see it 
succeed and continue to succeed and thrive.”

Words: Pat Woods
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The stars of the future will take to the field today 
at GIO Stadium as youngsters from across the 
region get their chance to step on to the hallowed 
turf and show their talents to an appreciative 
crowd. It’s the Primary Schools Championships 
where the teams have been narrowed down 
from the 68 teams that have participated across 
the region and now 12 teams will compete on 
Finals day.

Six teams across years 3 and 4 and six further 
teams’ cross year 5 and 6 will participate in the 
finals with the successful teams in the year 3/4 
and 5/6 divisions being crowned the Brumbies 
Primary School Champions. 

The Brumbies Gala days started back in March 
with the Matt Giteau Cup being held in Canberra 
where Matt Giteau himself, along with several 
members of the Brumbies team, attended the 
event. The other gala days were held in Wagga 
Wagga, where teams competed for the Mick 
McTaggart Cup, Goulburn, where the Peter Lucas 
Cup was on the line and Batemans Bay. 

In total, 1,020 Students participated in the 10s 
gala days across the region. We are now down to 
the Final dozen teams and we would like to wish 
all of the participants the best of luck and hope 
that they enjoy their GIO Stadium experience. 

MATT GITEAU CUP                                                                 
Year 3/4 teams
Marist
Burgmann

Year 5/6 teams
Marist
St Edmunds 

MICK MCTAGGART CUP
Year 3/4 teams
Leeton Public 
Griffith Public 

Year 5/6 Teams
Cootamundra Public 
St Marys Young

PETER LUCAS CUP 
Year 3/4 team 
St Joseph’s Primary

Year 5/6 team 
St Joseph’s Primary

SOUTH COAST PRIMARY SCHOOL 10’S 
Year 3/4 team 
Batemans Bay Public

Year 5/6 team
St Marys Moruya

PRIMARY SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS FINALS



EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

EQUIPMENT TO THE

02 6385 3695
info@enforcer.com.au

SCRUMMAGING
EXCLUSIVE SUPPLIER OF

Plus500 
BRUMBIES
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Brumbies veteran and four-time Rugby World 
Cup superstar, Louise ‘Cookie’ Burrows, was 
a key performer in The Brumbies Super W 
season, leading the girls both on and off the 
field. Burrows began her playing career in 
1995, playing a in a school-gala day in Year 11. 
Burrows would then commit to a season with 
the Canberra Royals the following year. 

“I grew up in a league family, and then went 
and played at the gala day in year 11 and 
absolutely loved it. For me growing up, I 
always wanted to play a contact sport, but 
there was never anything available,” Burrows 
recalled.  “I had no idea how to play rugby, 
but we had done some coaching sessions at 
school, learning some basic techniques and 
then I decided after that experience that I 
wanted to play. So, the following year I signed 
up with Canberra Royals, and I never looked 
back.”

Coming from the country, Louise participated 
in multiple sports, however once the mother 
of two got her hands on the ball, it was hard to 
put down. Referencing the opportunities and 
openness of the game as two main factors 
which cemented rugby into the country girl’s 
life and heart. 

“Back then I was playing basketball, hockey and 
I also did equestrian,” she said. “I moved to 
Canberra in year 11 from the country and we 
brought our horses with us. It was a lot of work 
going from living on a farm to living in the city. I felt 
accepted within the rugby community because 
it’s a sport for everybody. No-one discriminates 
against anyone and even now that’s more in the 
media about discrimination and opportunities.”

In terms of game development however, the 
hooker/prop was quick to praise the game's 
transformation. Explaining how far and fast the 
game has developed and grown, recognising the 
multitude of opportunities available to girls in 
2019 who wish to play both competitively and 
socially.

“The women’s game continues to grow, but it’s 
gone up and down over the years,” Burrows 
commented. “Now with the Super-W, that’s 
a huge step in the right direction. The game is 
growing in terms of the skill level, there’s more 
girls starting at a long age, so when they get to 
women’s, they have the basic skills. So therefore, 
our game is growing in terms of the level that it’s 
played at.

“There’s young girls going “wow, I could go to 
the Olympics for rugby”. For me, it’s all about 

BURROWS SHOWS NO SIGN OF SLOWING DOWN
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world cups, but for some of these young girls 
coming through, they've got that option of 7’s 
and 15’s. It’s a pretty good ‘dangling carrot’ 
for them to think that they could have that 
opportunity.”

With the 41-year-old being a mentor and 
role model on a rugby world stage, the star 
is quick to note her local heroes, friends and 
support networks. Aligning her success with 
these individuals. 

“A really knowledgeable and team player, in 
terms of building culture within a team would 
be Ash Houston. She’s become one of my best 
mates, although she plays for NSW, we’ve 
formed a really strong friendship playing for 
Australia together. Now, I’ve got teammates 
that work hard, I love playing with Shelly, 
my captain at Brumbies. We’ve played a lot 
together, we support each other a lot both 
and off the field as-well. Although we are 
team-mates, I look at them as mentors as-
well.” 

Burrows continued to elaborate on the 
importance of off field support as well as 
on field support. Explaining that these two 
elements somewhat are collective in striking 
to success. Off the field, Louise is a PE teacher 
at Canberra Girls Grammar. The teacher 
cross mother of two children under the age 

of thirteen spoke about feeling lucky to be able 
to play the game, represent her country and 
perform with her family on the sideline. With 
Burrows obtaining mentors within the game and 
deploying levels of intrinsic motivation, a large 
motivation and push comes from her youngest 
child Georgie. Without these forces and support 
networks, Louise recognises the challenges 
ahead of athletes. 

“It’s amazing to think that I’ve been playing 
rugby for as long after my kids as I was before. 
I never thought I’d come back and play. It’s a big 
part of my life and a big part of their life. I feel 
as though I am teaching them good values in 
life. My kids always say I want you to keep going 
because you’re so good at it and it keeps you fit 
and strong and you love it.”

Words: Natasha Prior
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PLUS500 BRUMBIES SIGN YOUNG LOCK FROST

The Plus500 Brumbies were delighted to 
announce the signing of highly promising 
former Australian Schoolboys lock forward 
Nick Frost from the Crusaders Development 
Program last week. 

Frost, a 205cm second rower, has signed for 
the 2020 and 2021 seasons and has already 
joined the Brumbies program to further his 
development throughout the year, beginning 
his Rugby in Canberra this weekend with 
the Queanbeyan Whites in the Griffin Legal 
John I Dent Cup. The 19-year-old, who has 
returned to Australia with the support 
of Rugby Australia, is looking forward to 
teaming up with the two-time Super Rugby 
Champions.

“I looked at the long-term and decided that 
I wanted to play for the Wallabies in the 
future,” Frost said of the decision to move 
home.  It was a good learning experience 
at the Crusaders, living away from home 
and growing as an individual and it was an 
opportunity to play away from home.

“I learned a lot about structure and about 
how New Zealanders play rugby. It took 
me a while to learn, but once I got it, it 
came easily. It was a very enjoyable time. It 
certainly suited my style as a player but now 
I’m excited by the prospects on offer here. 
Canberra seems similar to Christchurch as 
a small City and it’s easy to do things here. 
Off-field it feels like a great fit for me with 
the style of rugby as well as the culture and 
environment at the Brumbies.

Head Coach Dan McKellar knows exactly 
what he is getting in the young forward, a 
physically imposing specimen and a player 
whose maturity belies his young age. 

“Nick is a big boy and what strikes most is his 
athletic ability,” McKellar commented. “He 
has a background in athletics and moves 
very well for a big man. We will work closely 
with Nick on his ongoing development 
through this year with his arrival now in 
preparation for the 2020 Brumbies season. 
It was common knowledge a couple of years 
ago that Nick left for overseas from being 
an Australian Schoolboys lock. I have a lot 
of respect for someone like that, someone 
who’s prepared to take themselves out of 
their comfort zone and improve himself. We 
now welcome Nick in making the move to 
Canberra.”
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MATCH PREVIEW: SUNWOLVES
The Plus500 Brumbies are back once 
again at GIO Stadium, taking on the 
Sunwolves in search of their fifth home 
win on the spin. 

Last week's gutsy win over the Blues 
bolted the Brumbies right back into 
Aussie conference contention, and 
a big win here tonight would place 
Australia’s most successful franchise 
in a healthy position ahead of a crucial 
season-ending run. 

Other than a hard-fought defeat away 
to a rejuvenated Jaguares side, the 
Brumbies enter today’s tussle with the 
‘Wolves having won three of their last 
four. Much talk has been made of the 
manner of the Brumbies victories, in 
particular our most recent win over the 
Blues, but the Brumbies will back their 
style of play tonight against a tough 
Sunwolves side, who arrive in Canberra 

with a point to prove, and a formula for 
upsetting the odds away from home. 

On a couple of occasions this season, the 
Sunwolves have shown they can shock 
oppositions and win, and they’ve been 
close to a few more as well. Sure, their 
two wins means they currently sit bottom 
of the overall standings, but they also have 
four losing bonus-points this season. 

Today, Mother’s Day also will see the 
Brumbies wear a special jersey, with every 
player's jersey having their Mum’s name 
on the back. The jersey, in the traditional 
Brumbies white but with pink replacing 
the usual Gold, is decorated with a 
sprinkling of floral print creating a visually 
distinctive pattern that is unique to the kit. 
Limited numbers of the Official Mother’s 
Day Jersey will be available for purchase 
from retail outlets at the Stadium on game 
day only until stocks last.
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The Brumby Runners will face the sternest 
of possible tests at GIO Stadium today 
when they take to the field to tackle the 
Japan A Wolf Pack. The Wolf Pack is laden 
with top-quality Japanese international 
stars and will likely form the nucleus of the 
Cherry blossoms side that will feature in the 
Rugby World Cup on their own shores later 
this season. 

Comprising members of Japan’s extended 
Rugby World Cup Training Squad, plus the 
Sunwolves Super Rugby side, the Wolf 
Pack will attract huge interest from their 
homeland and will give a plethora of young, 
talented Brumbies players the chance to 
show just what they have to offer against 
significant opposition.

Just last week, the Western Force felt the 
wrath of the Wolf Pack, beaten 51-38 in a  
match that featured a dozen tries at the 
Prince Chichibunomiya Stadium in Tokyo. 
That the teams shared the tries, six apiece, 
suggests that the encounter this Mother’s 
Day afternoon is likely to be an exciting, 
free-flowing contest, with both teams keen 
to spread the ball wide.

The runners have racked up forty points or 
more in their three fixtures played so far in 
2019, kicking-off their campaign with a 49-
14 hammering of the Auckland Contenders 
at David Campese Field in Queanbeyan and 
following that up by dismantling the Rebels 
at Greenfield Oval in Albany, winning 59-15. 
Mack Hansen crossed for six tries in those 
two matches with flanker Jahrome Brown 
grabbing two.

Their last competitive fixture was against 
the Waratahs at this every venue with the 
Runners defeating the NSW ‘A’ side by 40 
points to 17 adding six more tries to their 
tally, the best of which was an explosive 
long-range effort from the speedster, Tom 
Wright, who lit up the Stadium turf with an 
electrifying break collecting a bobbled pass 
to scorch clear from seventy metres out.

The Japanese are sure to prove to be a tough 
nut to crack but the Brumbies, who will send 
out a team that is positive and likely to excite 
the watching crowd, will be confident they 
can compete with their illustrious guests. 

RUNNERS WELCOME THE WOLF PACK
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RUNNERS V WOLF PACK
KICK-OFF: 1.45PM

V
Kenki FUKUOKA
Uwe HELU
Kosuke HORIKOSHI
Kazuki HIMENO
Keita INAGAKI
Yusuke KAJIMURA
Jiwon KOO
Yusuke KIZU
Pieter LABUSCHAGNE
Michael LEITCH
Rikiya MATSUDA
Shuhei MATSUHASHI
Kotaro MATSUSHIMA
Yutaka NAGARE
Isileli NAKAJIMA
Ryoto NAKAMURA
Shunsuke NUNOMAKI
Lomano Lava LEMEKI
Yuya ODO
Seiya OZAKI
Atsushi SAKATE
Fumiaki TANAKA
Harumichi TATEKAWA
Yoshitaka TOKUNAGA
William TUPOU
Asaeli Ai VALU
Wimpie VAN DER WALT

Jack FARRELL
Vunipola FIFITA
Nick FROST
Mack HANSEN
Wharenui HAWERA
Len IKITAU
Jordan JACKSON-HOPE
Ryan KOTLEWSKI
Bayley KUENZLE
Matt LUCAS
TP LUTERU
Maile NGAUAMO
Chance PENI
Luke REIMER
Pedro ROLANDO
Tom ROSS
Rory SCOTT
Justin SIKIMETI
Lincoln SMITH
Lausii TALIAULI
Sam THOMSON
Angus WAGNER
Sam VON BLANCKENSEE

JAPAN A
WOLF PACK
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107 POINTS
36 POINTS

61 POINTS
138 POINTS

SUNWOLVES WINS SUNWOLVES WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

0
03 2 0

LAST THREE BIGGEST WIN

25/05/2016
BRUMBIES 66 SUNWOLVES 5

BIGGEST DEFEAT

NONE
03/06/2018 – Bru 41 Sun 31

24/02/2018 – Sun 25 Bru 32

25/05/2016 – Bru 66 Sun 5
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GUTSY IS CALLING
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The promising Brumbies prop Tom Ross, or 
as his mother calls him Thomas, was always 
bigger than the other boys. In year seven, he 
was the tallest boy in the class, rising head and 
shoulders above the rest. Rugby union and 
sport have always been around Tom, so it isn’t 
much of a surprise that he has already made 
his Brumbies debut and is fast becoming a 
promising candidate for a Wallabies selection 
in the future. His mother Bernie played 
multiple sports growing up and is a school 
sports coordinator. His younger brother Jack 
is well on his way to following in his brother’s 
footsteps, playing for the Gungahlin Eagles. 
His father Damian played for Western Districts 
alongside Rod Kafe and Stephen Larkham. 
“My dad was the same build as me, but he 
was a centre,” Tom said with a wide grin. “I 
wasn’t born with his speed, unfortunately. 
My younger brother plays seven, so we nearly 
cover all the positions.” 

His parents are his biggest supporters, having 
watched nearly every single game he has ever 
played. They followed him to Queensland 
for his second ever Super Rugby match, to 
New Zealand for schoolboy clashes and even 
to France for the 2018 World Rugby Under 
20 Championship. So it was no surprise 
the Brumbies invited the Ross family to a 

special jersey presentation ahead of Tom’s 
Brumbies debut earlier this year. “I love the 
comradery in the Brumbies,” Bernie shared. 
“I saw that in the jersey presentation and 
by how special they made him feel. The 
forwards also did a presentation just to 
Thomas. The boys all got around him 
and made him feel special. It was a very 
emotional time and to think from under 
sixes, this is all he ever wanted to do.”

Transitioning from a sports media student 
at the University of Canberra to a full-time 
position as a Brumbies squad member, Tom 
is still pinching himself when he realises 
how lucky he is to have come this far. “I 
think the best part about it is that I get to call 
Brumbies my job,” Tom said with a laugh. 
“It didn’t really hit me till after pre-season. I 
started to realise, this is me now, this is my 
living. I wouldn’t trade it. Mum has always 
been my number one supporter since day 
one and has been an amazing mother to my 
brother and me,” Tom said. “She would go 
above and beyond to make sure we were 
happy. She is always so positive and full of 
life and I feel that’s the way I want to live 
my life too.”

Courtesy Lachlan Roberts (The RiotAct)

A MOTHER’S LOVE: THE DRIVING 
FORCE BEHIND BRUMBIES TOM ROSS
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

ALLAN ALAALATOA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 120kg

JAHROME BROWN
Position: Flanker
DOB: 29/9/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 1.89m
Weight: 105kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg

MURRAY DOUGLAS

Position: Lock / Backrow
DOB: 27/10/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 1.98m
Weight: 115kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg

BLAKE ENEVER

Position: Lock
DOB: 12/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 116kg
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THIS IS BRUMBIES COUNTRY

TEVITA KURIDRANI

Position: Centre
DOB: 31/3/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.92m
Weight: 102kg

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

RYAN LONERGAN

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 6/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 80kg

CONNAL MCINERNEY

Position: Hooker
DOB: 2/3/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 104kg

ANDREW MUIRHEAD

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/7/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 84kg

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg

TONI PULU

Position: Wing
DOB: 28/11/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 93kg
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

DAN MCKELLAR

Position: Head Coach
DOB: 17/7/76 (age:42)

DARCY SWAIN

Position: Lock
DOB: 5/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 108kg

TOM WRIGHT

Position: Inside Back
DOB: 21/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 186cm
Weight: 98kg

HENRY SPEIGHT

Position: Wing
DOB: 24/3/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 97kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg

IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg
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· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Connal McInerney
17. James Slipper
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
19. Blake Enever
20. Murray Douglas
21. Ryan Lonergan
22. Tom Wright
23. Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga’a
Allan Alaalatoa
Darcy Swain
Sam Carter
Tom Cusack
Jahrome Brown
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano
Toni Pulu
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Henry Speight
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee: Damon Murphy
Assistant referee: Angus Gardner 
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Match Officials:

Mark ABBOTT
Takuma ASAHARA

Jamie BOOTH
Phil BURLEIGH

Jason EMERY
Ben GUNTER
Jamie HENRY

Grant HATTINGH
Shota HORIE

Masataka MIKAMI
Pauliasi MANU

Semisi MASIREWA*
Hayden PARKER

Dan PRYOR
Kara PRYOR
Tom ROWE

Kaito SHIGENO
Yu TAMURA

Luke THOMSPON
Josh TIMU

SQUAD

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Assistant referee: Graham Cooper 
TMO: George Ayoub

*team subject to change, official line-
up not available at time of publication

Hendrik TUI
Rahboni WARREN-VOSAYACO

Alex WOONTON
Gerhard VAN DEN HEEVER

Nathan VELLA
Tyohei YAMANAKA
Hiroshi YAMASHITA

 
*suspended



Suite 2, The Precinct, 539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, E: abrophy@oneills.com

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia  |  IG: oneillssportsau

OVER 100 YEARS OF SPORTING EXCELLENCE

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NSUNWOLVES
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THEIR FORM AND TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Sunwolves. 

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Sunwolves today. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests the Sunwolves This week, it’s the 
moment that Hayden Parker’s famous drop-
goal defeated the Stormers.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Sunwolves. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackle saves they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Sunwolves.
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They may have been shown the Super 
rugby exit door, but the Sunwolves are 
far from finished, underestimate them 
and they will make you pay.
 
On a couple of occasions this season, 
the Sunwolves have shown they can 
shock the opposition and win, and 
they’ve come close to a few more 
successes as well. Sure, their two wins 
means they currently sit bottom of the 
overall standings, but they also have 
four losing bonus-points this season.
 
In Round Two, the Sunwolves probably 
should have beaten the Waratahs at 
home and the same could be said for 
their narrow loss to the Reds three 
games later. Though they had a chance 
in Round 10 at home to the Hurricanes, 
a point from that game was a fair result 
and very-much deserved. Finally, who 
knows what may have been last time 
out in Brisbane had the Sunwolves not 
shipped a red card and a smattering of 
yellows?
 
That’s the positive view of their 
season, but there have been some 
rough days out for the Sunwolves this 
campaign as well. Heavy defeats to the 
Sharks, Rebels and Highlanders stand 
out as real low points for this group, 
especially the away loss in Dunedin 
two weeks ago.

If you’re the Sunwolves, and the 
resource race is rarely in your favour, 
you’ve got to target your home games. 
The home defeat to the Highlanders 
was the Sunwolves worst performance 
of the year, a 52-0 hammering in which 
the Kiwis scored eight unanswered 
tries, and it happened at home. It’s 
been a worrying trend for most of the 
season, with the Sunwolves being a 
better team on the road than in their 
own backyard.
 
They can take some confidence from 
that fact heading into tonight’s match 
up with the Brumbies at GIO Stadium. 
Last season, the Brumbies beat the 
Sunwolves 41-31, but the visitors 
weren’t at full strength that night, and 
the Brumbies had to be at their best 
as the Sunwolves fought for every fifty-
fifty ball.
 
So, what can we expect to see from 
the Sunwolves this evening? Statistics 
show the Sunwolves are certainly not 
afraid to attack, and you have to think 
they’ll look to move the Brumbies pack 
around, which has been in imperious 
form lately.
 
The Sunwolves are tenth in points 
scoring, but 13th in five-point strike 
rate. The Japanese side base a lot of 
their attacks around the boot of a Kiwi-

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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metronome lefty, Hayden Parker. 
If you ask any card-carrying Super 
Rugby fan these days, they still could 
tell you little about the Sunwolves, 
but you can bet they know who 
Parker is. In the modern game, it’s 
odd to see a player become a star 
purely based on goal-kicking, but 
that’s just how good Parker is off the 
tee. Firing at a 95-percent clip, if you 
give Parker a chance inside his range, 
it’s three points.
 
Other than that, the Sunwolves tend 
to try to score early in the phase 
count. High in run metres, but lowest 
in phases plus-seven, the Sunwolves 
don’t hold on to the ball, they go for 
the throat early and with their pace 
and skill, it often works. You do feel 
however, that if the Sunwolves could 
build their attack more frequently, 
they would earn more penalties, 
allowing that left-footed laser-pointer 
Parker to rack up the points.
 
The Brumbies need to know they are 
in a game tonight, and they will. A 
maximum five match points puts the 
Brumbies in a much better spot going 
in to the Bye week, and with a big test 
against the Bulls after the off-week 
coming up, the Brumbies can afford 
no slip-ups against the Sunwolves. It’s 
a game the Brumbies will be favoured 
in, but the Sunwolves love an upset.
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LUKE THOMPSON
Position: Lock, Loose Forward
Height: 196cm
Weight: 108kg
Super Rugby Caps: 7

Luke Thompson is a New Zealand born 
rugby player who has been playing the 
sport in Japan since 2004. He qualified 
to play for the national team through 
residency in 2007 and went on to obtain 
his Japanese citizenship in 2011. In the 
12 years since his international debut, 
Thompson has played in 63 tests for the 
Brave Blossoms scoring 9 tries over his 
tenure. He was a part of the Japanese 
Rugby World Cup squad in 2007, 2011 
and again in 2015 where they famously 
won three of their games including a 
34-32 last minute victory against the 
Springboks. The 38-year-old lock has been 
an important player for the Sunwolves this 
year, averaging almost 65 minutes in the 
7 games he has played. He provides some 
much-needed maturity and experience to 
the Tokyo based side and leads by example 
with his strong runs and hard work at the 
breakdown. Luke is also an important 
contributor to the team’s line out, which 
is one of the most well trained in the 
competition.

DAN PRYOR
Position: Loose Forward
Height: 190cm
Weight: 103cm
Super Rugby Caps: 44

Dan Pryor is another part of the strong kiwi 
contingent that Tony Brown has been building 
at the Sunwolves, joining the Japanese club 
at the start of the 2019 season. Pryor made 
his Super Rugby debut for the Blues during 
an injury crisis in 2012 but only played one 
match for the Auckland club. He has played 
for his provincial rugby side Northland since 
2010 and after a breakthrough season for the 
Taniwha in 2014, Dan found himself in the 
Maori All Blacks squad for their end of year 
tour. On the back of this success he was picked 
by the Highlanders before their competition 
winning 2015 season, spending the next 
three years with the South Island based club. 
His time at the Highlanders was hampered 
with injuries, but the man affectionately 
known as DP has looked powerful during his 
time on the field this year. Like a lot of New 
Zealand loose forwards, Pryor is recognised as 
a great pilferer of the ball and his work at the 
breakdown often earns his team penalties all 
over the park. Dan’s brother Kara also plays 
for the Japanese outfit, playing in 2 matches 
so far in the 2019 season.
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HAYDEN PARKER
Position: Flyhalf
Height: 175cm
Weight: 82kg
Super Rugby Caps: 54

Hayden Parker is another player who played 
under the guidance of Tony Brown while he was 
the assistant coach and eventually head coach at 
the Highlanders, but amazingly Parker also played 
in the same team as the Sunwolves head coach 
when they were both a part of the Otago Mitre 
10 Cup club in 2011. The 28-year-old flyhalf got 
a call up to the Highlanders in 2013 and played 
30 matched for the super rugby side before 
moving overseas to the Sunwolves before the 
2018 season. The move has seen Parker play 
in 24 matches so far in only 2 seasons, firmly 
cementing himself into the number 10 role at the 
club. Hayden is recognised across the competition 
for his remarkable goal kicking success, kicking 
at a remarkable 93% in Super Rugby this year. In 
2018 the former Highlander kicked a record 38 
consecutive goals, followed closely by another 
streak of 32. It is safe to say Hayden Parker rarely 
misses and if the Brumbies give away penalties 
in their own half you can expect them to be 
punished for it. Amazingly, Parker has even come 
into the conversation about the All Blacks’ World 
Cup squad after the season-ending knee injury to 
Chiefs utility back Damian McKenzie. With only 
Barrett and Mo’unga virtually assured their spots 
at flyhalf, prognosticators across the ditch have 
been making all sorts of calls and seeing Hayden 
in a black jersey in 2019 wouldn’t be the craziest 
thing to happen in a World Cup year.   

SEMISI MASIWERA
Position: Wing, Fullback
Height: 182cm
Weight: 95kg
Super Rugby Caps: 37

Semisi Masiwera is currently in the best form 
of his career, having already scored 8 tries in 
his 10 games this season. The powerful winger 
has amassed 20 games for the Sunwolves since 
joining the club in 2018 and has been known 
to play fullback at times as well as out wide. 
Semisi moved from Fiji to New Zealand in 2010 
and started his senior rugby career at Waikato 
before he joined the Turbos in Manawatu. In 
2016 he was picked up by the Western Force 
where he played 17 matches across two years. 
Masiwera seems to really be enjoying his time 
in Japan and has grown comfortable at the 
club in his second year which is evident in his 
rugby. He is a great runner of the ball, but also 
has a good passing game and can kick well. Last 
week against the Queensland Reds Masiwera 
was shown two yellow cards which led to a red 
card; his side will have to clean up their poor 
discipline if they want to stay in the contest 
against a Brumbies side that are ruthless at 
home.

Words: Pat Woods

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: 
SUNWOLVES
Last season was only the third for the 
Sunwolves, the Japanese side having 
been parachuted into the Super Rugby 
competition as recently as 2016, and it was 
by far their best. Before the commencement 
of the 2018 campaign the Sunwolves had 
only won three games in thirty attempts, 
defeating the Jaguares 36-28 in 2016 to 
break their duck a season in which they also 
drew 17-17 with Stormers, and downing the 
Bulls (21-20) and Blues (48-21) a year later. 
They’d never won back-to-back matches 
in Super Rugby but, hot on the heels of 
an amazing 63-28 thrashing of a hapless, 
and hopeless, Reds outfit in Tokyo, the 
squad travelled to Hong Kong to tackle the 
altogether tougher Stormers. 

At the Mong Kok Stadium an injury time drop 
goal from star flyhalf Hayden Parker sealed a 
narrow 26-23 win. In a tightly contested and 
exciting match, the Stormers thought they 
had won the game when SP Marais landed 
a long-range penalty from 55 metres out in 
the 77th minute but the Sunwolves drew 
level two minutes later when Parker slotted 
a three-pointer of his own off the kicking 
tee before sealing the win for the men 
from Tokyo with that drop goal. The New 
Zealander, Hayden was born in Oamaru, 
would end with a personal full house of a 
try, two conversions, three penalties and a 
drop-goal. The Sunwolves would later defeat 
the Bulls 42-37 in Singapore to complete a 
most productive season in which their three 
wins had come in three separate countries. 

MATCH DETAILS
19 May 2018

Mong Kok Stadium, Hong Kong
Attendance: 4,832
Referee: Nic Berry

RESULTS
Sunwolves 26 (T: Hayden Parker, Grant 

Hattingh, C: Hayden Parker (2), P: Hayden 
Parker (3), DG: Hayden Parker)

Stormers 23 (T: Dillyn Leyds (2), JJ 
Engelbrecht, C: Jean-Luc Du Plessis, P: SP 

Marais (2))
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 66-5

Date: 28/05/2016
Venue: GIO Stadium, Canberra 

Scorers: T: S. Fardy, S. Moore (2), M. 
Dowsett, N. Ah Wong (2), A. Toua, 

J. Jackson-Hope, J. Dargaville, L. 
Taliauli, C: C. Lealiifano (8)

TOUGHEST ENCOUNTER
Result: 32-25
Date: 24/02/2018
Venue: Prince Chichibu Memorial 
Stadium, Tokyo
Scorers: T: L. McCaffrey, K. Godwin, T. 
Kuridrani, J. Mann-Rea, T. Banks, C: C. 
Lealiifano (2), P: C: Lealiifano
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SUNWOLVES
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com
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R E T R OBRUMBIES

52

54
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LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. 
This week we spotlight George Smith. 

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2009. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees a 
quickfire visit from an outgunned 
Korea in 1987.
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GEORGE SMITH
World-class flanker George Smith’s tenure 
as Captain of the Brumbies encompassed 
a seventeen-game span from 2007-2009 
mainly as a deputy when the regular first-
choice captain, initially Stirling Mortlock and 
latterly Stephen Hoiles, was unavailable due 
to injury. That the Brumbies lost absolutely 
nothing with Smith in the leadership role 
speaks volumes about the talent that the 
forager brought to the game from the first 
time he stepped onto the park as a Brumby 
in 2000. A stunning 142-cap Brumbies 
career, a record number of appearances that 
stood until the legendary Ben Alexander 
surpassed the mark in 2018, as well as over 
a century of Wallabies international caps, 
barely scratch the surface of what was a 
remarkable stint in the game. 

Smith first led the team from the top in 2007, 
appointed as captain for the fixture against the 
Hurricanes at Westpac Stadium in Wellington 
with Mortlock out. The Brumbies captain has 
started the season but sustained a knock in 
Round 1 precipitating the shortest of Brumbies 
captaincy careers for lock Alister Campbell. 
Campbell’s one and only game as captain was 
the 15-17 loss to the Blues in Canberra on 10 
February 2007 after which Mortlock returned 
for Round 3, was subsequently blood-binned, 
and missed the Round 4 game with the 
Hurricanes which was when Smith stepped 
into the breach for the first time. 

Smith would be called upon six times in total in 
that 2007 season as Mortlock battled through 
a serious of knocks that saw him in and out of 
the side. Smith was comfortable taking control 
of matters on the park as befitted a player who 
had been at the forefront of the Brumbies, and 
the nation’s consciousness, after a series of 
outstanding performances through his career. 

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT
The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle. 
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Not renowned as a frequent try scorer, it was 
his destructive work at the breakdown that 
was his stock-in-trade, Smith did manage 
a decent return of five-pointers across his 
Super Rugby carer in Canberra, claiming 
nineteen in total, the first in his second year 
with the club in 2001. But, it was his pilfering 
that delighted Brumbies fans, and annoyed 
opposition supporters in equal measure, the 
prototype that David Pocock later perfected. 

Smith was called upon to lead the group 
again in 2008 as the luckless Mortlock lost 
more matches to injury in what was a big 
personal year for the flanker. He captained 
the Wallabies that season, was named John 
Eales Medal Winner for the second time, 
the Super 14 Player or the Year for the third 
consecutive year and the Brett Robinson 
Brumbies Player’s Player of the Year for the 
sixth year in a row. He would add three more 
for good measure, ending with a, surely never 
to be beaten record, of nine Brett Robinson 
Player’s Player of the Year gongs, eight in 
succession. Smith then added a further four 
games to his captaincy total in 2009, the year 
that Hoiles was named leader. His final act 
as skipper was the 17-10 success over the 

Stormers at Canberra Stadium in April 2009, 
Patrick Phibbs scoring the only home try with 
Mark Gerrard adding four pin-point penalties. 

In a storied career, Smith would later 
represent French sides Toulon, Stade Francais 
and Lyon, the Queensland Reds, English 
Premiership Club Wasps, Japanese giants 
Suntory Sungoliath for two spells before 
signing for Bristol Bears for the 2018 Gallagher 
Premiership season. His international career 
included appearances at the Rugby World 
Cup in 2003 and 2007 and a stunning recall 
for the 2013 British & Irish Lions tour playing 
in the third test decider in Sydney. In doing so 
he broke All-Black legend Colin Meads record 
of 4382 days between his first match against 
the Lions, in 2001, and his last. But that was 
George Smith. Forever setting benchmarks 
and records that will likely stand the test of 
time. 

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
23/02/07 v Hurricanes 
(Westpac Stadium, Wellington) L 10-11

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
11/04/09 v Stormers 
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra) W 17-10

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 52
Debut: 10/03/00 v Sharks (Canberra Stadium, 
Canberra) W 51-10
Matches as Captain: 17
Appearances: 142
Points: 95 (19T)
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THE SEASON 
Final Position: 7th 

A fifth successive season without finals 
football at least produced a better 
competition placing as the Brumbies 
improved two slots, ending the year in 
seventh place only three points off the 
semi-final places. The fourth-spot was held 
by the Crusaders on 41 points with the 
Brumbies improved record of eight wins 
and five losses not quite good enough to get 
them over the line. There were, however, 
plenty of signs of promises amongst 
the young group assembled by Andrew 
Friend. After wins over the Highlanders 
and Crusaders started the season on the 
right note, a loss to Force meant that after 
defeating the Waratahs, the Brumbies were 
3-1. Successive losses on tour in South 
Africa to the Lions and Sharks was off-set 
by a hat-trick of wins over the Cheetahs, 
Stormers and Bulls as the brumbies played 
all five South African sides in a row. Late 
season wins over the Reds (52-10) and the 
Blues (37-15) hinted that finals could be a 
possibility, but the Chiefs snuffed that out 
in Hamilton on the last weekend. 

THE KEY PLAYER 
The speedster, Mark Gerrard, took home 
the Best Back award for the second season 
having claimed the 2008 version as well. 
It was an award that was deserved with 
Gerrard having been a model of consistency 
in the back-line offering a threat out wide 
and a decent kicking game to boot. Gerrard 
had made his debut for the Brumbies 
against the Sharks in Durban in 2003 and 
signalled his eye for a try, crossing in his 
first game. He would tally over 300 points 
for the club in just under eighty matches 
before moving South to team up with the 
Rebels after enjoying a short stint in Japan 
with the NTT Shining Arcs. Capped twenty-
three times by Australia, for whom he 
scored nine tries, Gerrard also reportedly 
played for Tonga, representing the country 
of his parents during the coronation of the 
present King of Tonga in the coronation 
rugby match in the Teufaiva Stadium. Later 
becoming a reliable goal-kicker, Gerrard 
was a bright spark in attack during the 2009 
Super Rugby tournament. 

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2009
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ONE TO REMEMBER 
17/04/2009

Brumbies 32 Bulls 31
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra)

The year 2009 is fondly recalled by the Bulls 
as they topped the Super Rugby competition 
ladder, downed the Crusaders in the semi-
final and laid down the mother of all hidings 
to the Chiefs in the Grand Final in front of a 
raucous full-house in Pretoria. There were 
hiccups along the way and this was one 
of them as the Brumbies inflicted one of 
only three defeats all season. And what a 
contest it was. A nerve-shredding end-to-
end belter that used to be the province of 
the Super Rugby competition and the envy 
of the World. Both sides scored four tries, 
but it was Stirling Mortlock’s four penalties 
and two conversions to Morne Steyn’s four 
conversions and one penalty that was the 
difference at the end of a breathtaking clash 
that will live long in the memory of those 
who witnessed it.  

ONE TO FORGET
25/04/2009

Hurricanes 56 Brumbies 7
(Westpac Stadium, Wellington)

From the sublime to the ridiculous. The 
Brumbies yo-yoing performances of 
2009 were none better summed up by 
this disastrous visit to Wellington and 
a hammering at the hands of ruthless 
Hurricanes. If the narrow win over a Bulls side 
that would conquer the competition was the 
Jekyll, then this was most definitely the Hyde, 
as 16,663 mostly Hurricane fans lapped up a 
consummate display by their heroes over an 
out-gunned Brumbies. Ben Alexander scored 
a consolation try for the Brumbies, converted 
by Stirling Mortlock, but it was scant reward 
in the face of a Hurricanes onslaught that 
yielded seven tries, two to young winger 
Zac Guildford, with Willie Ripia kicking five 
conversions and two penalties. This was an 
excellent Hurricanes team in mitigation, one 
that would reach the semi-finals before losing 
to the Chiefs. 
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SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Chiefs 14 Hurricanes 10
Bulls 36 Crusaders 23

FINAL
Bulls 61 Chiefs 17

ELSEWHERE IN….2009
• The Big Movies included Avatar, 

Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
and The Twilight Saga: New Moon 

• George Vera, an obese Houston 
Texas man who was a felony 
suspect, was able to hide a pistol 
so well in the flabs of his skin that 
it wasn't found in five searches 
from police and other authorities. 
It was only after he confessed to 
a guard that the gun was found.  

• Michael Jackson, The King of Pop, died 
while preparing for a series of concerts.  

• Scientists discovered that a single, 
ant mega-colony had colonized much 
of the world on a scale rivaled only 
by human civilization, including one 
super colony spanning 3,700 miles 
along the Mediterranean coast.  

• Comedian Eddie Izzard completed 43 
marathons in 51 days despite having 
no history of long-distance running. 

• In 2009 art historian Gergely Barki 
was watching Stuart Little when he 
spotted Róbert Berény's Sleeping 
Lady, a lost painting not seen since 
an exhibit/sale in 1928. After a 
years-long mission, he tracked it to 
an assistant set designer's home, 
who bought the six-figure painting 
for $500 for the film and later sold 
for $285,700 at an auction.
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THE TOUR
A very young Korean team arrived in Australia 
for their first tour with a tough itinerary 
planned for them of which the game against 
the ACT, scheduled for Saturday 10 May, 
was third of their five matches. In total, 
they would concede 225 points in those 
five matches whilst scoring 98. When you 
consider that their oldest player was a mere 
26 and that fifteen players were under 
22-years-old, then the apparent disparity 
becomes a little clearer. There were two 
matches for the tourists before they got to 
the national Capital, the first against New 
South Wales B at Concord Stadium. It was 
the Koreans best performance as they were 
edged 34-33 scoring six tries in the process. 
The visitors may have won it but for the after 
the siren conversion from Chang-Kyu Shin 
drifting wide. The second match on the trip 
resulted in a 44-23 loss to NSW Country in 
Gosford before the party headed down the 
Hume Highway to Canberra.    
 

THE MATCH
Rugby Park in Ainslie provided the venue for 
the visit of Korea and the fixture, as with all 
their five-match tour, ended in defeat. The 
ACT scored nine tries to two, beating Korea 
58-15 to record a record margin for an ACT 
representative team against an international. 
It wasn’t the home team’s performance that 
was at the forefront of the Canberra Times 
report the following day though as their 
correspondent focused on the seemingly 
underhand tactics employed by the touting 
side during the game. Their reporter wrote, 
‘the Koreans suffered badly, both with the 
extent of the loss and a succession of injuries 
which will reduce their available manpower 
against Queensland B midweek and against 
Australia next weekend. They will suffer more 
if they continue to aggravate the position 
with tactics which include obstruction, 
shepherding, and, more seriously, their 
penchant for kicking and kneeing opponents, 
particularly in rucks and mauls but even out 
in the open.’ Damning words indeed. The ACT 
try scorers were Craig Morton with three, 
Phil Doyle with two, Greg Potts, Paul Cornish, 
Frank Lopilato and Jim Taylor. The rest of the 
ACT points were added by Ricky Stuart with 
a field goal and Anthony Moore, who bagged 
nineteen points from five conversions and 
three penalty goals. The home side led 35-3 
at the break but the game degenerated in 
the second half mainly due to the Koreans 
spoiling tactics. 

1987: A RECORD MARGIN OF VICTORY
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Sunday 10 May 1987  
(Rugby Park, Ainslie)
ACT 58 (T: Craig Morton (3), Phil Doyle (2), 
Greg Potts, Paul Cornish, Frank Lopilato, Jim 
Taylor, C: Anthony Moore (5), P: Anthony 
Moore (3), DG: Ricky Stuart)
Korea 15 (T: Chang-Hee Jeon, Sung-Chui Cho, 
C: Chang-Kyu Shin (2), P: Chang-Kyu Shin)

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
Korea were given another lesson when they 
travelled north to Queensland to take on 
Queensland B at Ballymore as they shipped 
another four tries with Dean Garnett and Tim 
Lane crossing twice apiece for the home team 
in a 24-9 win. Lane added four conversions 
whilst the Koreans try was registered by 

Hak-Hee Hong. Rather unfortunately for 
the visitors their tour was rounded off by a 
match against Australia at Ballymore and 
the Wallabies, preparing for the Rugby 
World Cup which could commence a matter 
of weeks later, as anticipated, proved way 
too good for the under-gunned visitors. The 
crowd, a disappointing 4,090, saw Australia 
stunned in the opening stages as Korea took 
a 6-0 lead in wet and muddy conditions. 
Scrumhalf Yun-Pil Chung scooting over from 
close range. After that though it was all a 
little predictable. The Australians opened-
up and ended the afternoon having scored 
thirteen tries with Matt Burke contributing 
three and Andrew Slack and Peter Grigg two 
each. Brian Smith, the Queensland flyhalf, 
contributed seventeen points on his debut 
and, at the time, the 65-poiunts garnered 
was an Australian record as was the number 
of tries scored. The Wallabies would end the 
inaugural Rugby World Cup fourth losing to 
Wales in the Third Place Play-Off.



Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region
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Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY
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WORLD CUP DOSSIER: WALES
Continuing our look ahead to the 
2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan 
by examining the Wallabies Pool 
opponents in detail. This week, it’s 
Wales put under the microscope. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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THE MATCH?
AUSTRALIA v WALES
Sunday 29 September
Tokyo Stadium, Chofu
 

WHO ARE THEY?
Current Six Nations Champions and Grand 
Slam holders who are on an unbeaten run of 
14 games at the time of writing. Historically 
one of the great rugby nations, where every 
match they play is an event in itself, grinding 
the country to a halt as the natives sit enrapt 
at the action unfolding. Generally, there is no 
shade of grey for Welsh rugby fans, they’re 
either awesome or rubbish, but they’ve got 
history, and bags of it. Wales play out of 
one of the iconic venues of the game, the 
millennium Stadium in Cardiff, complete with 
retractable roof, that creates an unnerving 
atmosphere for visiting teams. 
 

RUNNING HOT OR COLD?
Whilst fourteen unbeaten suggest they 
are in the reddest of red-hot form, a close 
examination would reveal that maybe there 
are chinks in the armour. Arguably, either 
than the fairly routine win over Ireland, the 

Welsh have struggled across the line rather 
than sprinted. Also, nine of those matches 
have been at home with the only away visits 
being to a depleted Argentina (twice), Italy, 
Scotland and a poor France. So, whilst they 
are winning, and that’s the most important 
thing at Test match level, there’s room for 
improvement for Warren Gatland’s side. 

WORLD CUP HIGHLIGHT?
Beating England is always a highlight for 
Wales, so for them to do so in the World 
Cup and reach the semi-finals in the process 
was manna from heaven. That’s exactly what 
happened at the inaugural tournament in 
1987 as the Welsh ground England into 
the dust with a 16-3 victory at Ballymore in 
Brisbane. Gareth Roberts, Robert Jones and 
John Devereux scored the three Welsh tried 
with Paul Thorburn landing two conversions. 
Wales finished third in the World Cup that 
year, edging Australia 22-21 in the play-off, 
their highest finish at a tournament. 

WORLD CUP LOWLIGHT?
The sending off of Sam Warburton in the 
18th minute of the 2011 World Cup Semi-
Final arguably cost the men in red a place 

WORLD CUP DOSSIER
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in the big dance. That they only lost by a 
single-point, 9-8 to eventual runner’s-up 
France, was every bit as galling as it sounds. 
The dismissal of the Captain, and talismanic 
flanker by Irish referee Alain Rolland, was met 
with opprobrium in the Valleys. There’s every 
reason to believe that had Warburton been 
allowed to continue, then Wales would have 
defeated the French and gone on to play New 
Zealand in their first Rugby World Cup Final. 
 

FAMOUS FACE?
Diminutive speedster Shane Williams was 
a veritable legend in Welsh rugby circles. 
Awarded an MBE for Services to Rugby, upon 
his retirement Williams had scored 58 tries in 
87 tests for Wales and two in four tests for the 
British & Irish Lions. Coupled with six in seven 
Lions tour matches and 128 at club level, 
Williams was a try-machine. Incredibly, he 
signed off his international career with a try 
in his final game, with his final touch, crossing 
in added time against Australia at Cardiff, the 
venue where they loved him the most. 

SUPERSTAR?
He wouldn’t see himself as one, but current 
Wales Captain Alun Wyn Jones is a giant of 
the game in every respect. The 6ft 5’ (196cm) 
lock may be nearing the end of his career at 
33-years-old but remains the go-to man in the 
Welsh pack. It was Jones’ leadership that was 
to the fore as Wales claimed the Grand Slam 
earlier this year and was latterly named as 

the Player of the Championship in a public 
vote. Following the game, he was referred to 
by former Wales flyhalf Jonathan Davies and 
others as "the greatest ever" Welsh rugby 
player. If that’s not enough, his nine Test caps 
for the British & Irish Lions over three tours 
shows his longevity and excellence. 

HAVE WE MET BEFORE?
Lots of times! 42 in fact with the Wallabies 
successful on thirty occasions, Wales winning 
eleven and one match drawn. The Welsh 
won the first encounter on 12 December 
1908, downing the touring Australians 9-6 
sat the national Stadium in Cardiff. Australia 
won the second match in the series, 18-8 
at the same venue on 26 November 1927. 
The pair have been regular foes at the 
Rugby World Cup starting with the 3rd Place 
Play-Off clash at Rotorua on 18 June 1987 
which Wales won 22-21. Australia exacted 
revenge at the 1991 RWC in the Pool Stages, 
swamping the Red Dragons on their own 
turf, 38-3, on the way to winning the Cup. 
In the 1999 edition Australia ended Wales’ 
hopes of success, again in Cardiff, winning 
the Quarter Final match 24-9 before winning 
the Cup once more. In 2007, the Wallabies 
won a Pool Stage match in the Welsh Capital, 
32-20, and also claimed the spoils in the 
2011 RWC Third Place Play-Off, a 21-18 win 
at Eden Park in Auckland on this occasion. A 
15-6 Australia win at Twickenham in Pool A 
of the 2015 RWC was their latest match-up 
in the big event.  
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The Sharks laid down a marker for their Super 
Rugby title aspirations by achieving what very 
few do, coming away unbeaten from a visit 
to Christchurch, a final minute converted try 
denying the South Africans a famous win and 
earning the Crusaders a 21-21 draw. Fullback 
Curwin Bosch was in excellent form from 
the kicking tee, landing seven penalties and 
basically punishing any home infraction by 
banging over three points with metronomic 
regularity. It was an exhibition in maximum 
reward from minimalist possession as the hosts 
dominated the ball and territory but were lucky 
to come away with a share of the spoils thanks 
to an after the siren try and conversion from 
flyhalf Mitch Hunt. 

Whilst the draw was a great result for the 
Sharks, albeit one in which they may well 
have gone home with the winner’s haul, the 
stalemate meant that the Bulls could leapfrog 
their rivals with a win over the Waratahs in 
Pretoria later that weekend. And that’s exactly 
what transpired as the Bulls edged out the 
tourists 28-21, confirming their win with a try 
ten minutes form time through replacement 
Simphiwe Matanzima. Duane Vermuelen 
and Warwick Gelant had earlier crossed for 
the home team with flyhalf Handre Pollard 
contributing thirteen points from the boot. 

Over in Argentina the Stormers came a cropper 
at the hands of the Jaguares with the home team 
following up their success over the Brumbies by 
winning again, 30-25. Pablo Matera and Ramiro 
Mayano scored tries for the Argentineans, 
with Domingo Miotti adding thirteen points 
from kicks. Jean-Luc Du Plessis and Damian 
Willemse kept the scoreboard ticking over for 
the Stormers with a succession of penalties, six 
in all, before a late try from Seabelo Senatla, 
converted by Willemse, reduced the gap to five 
points. Even with Matera then sent to the bin, 
the Stormers couldn’t gain a match-winning 
score. 

The South African Conference remains 
incredibly tight with only six points separating 
first from fifth. The Bulls and Sharks lead the 
way on 28 points each, followed by the Jaguares 
on 27. The Stormers are three further back on 
24 with the Lions bringing up the rear on 22. 
The Jaguares and Lions each have a game in 
hand. 

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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The Crusaders remain top of the log in both 
New Zealand and overall after their 21-21 draw 
with the Sharks in Christchurch, as Mitch Hunt 
crossed for an after the siren try which the 
flyhalf himself converted to rescue the home 
team from the precipice of defeat. It was only 
the third time this season that the Crusaders 
had dropped points, this being their second 
draw of the campaign. It was hardly a season-
blow for the championship favourites though 
who remain six points clear at the top of their 
Conference table.

A sparkling opening twenty-two minutes 
ensured the Hurricanes would close the gap 
on the Crusaders by two points with a 29-
19 win over the Rebels in Wellington. By that 
stage the home side had scored four tires and 
led 26-0 threatening to rout their opponents 
from Melbourne. Ngani Laumape, Beauden 
Barrett, Wes Goosen and Vaea Fifita all claimed 
five-pointers as the Rebels found themselves 
reeling early on. To their credit they responded 
well, reducing the gap to 26-19 before a Jordie 
Barrett penalty sealed a home win.

Incredibly there was another draw at Forsyth 
Barr Stadium in Dunedin where the Chiefs 
came back from the dead to earn two points 
after a 31-31 stalemate with the Highlanders. 
A last minute try form replacement prop 
Angus Taavao-Matu was converted by Marty 

McKenzie to earn the Chiefs a share of the 
spoils in a magnificent advert for Super Rugby. 
The highlanders claimed four tries through 
Josh Ioane, Ben Smith, Matt Faddes and James 
Lentjes whilst the four scores from the Chiefs 
came from Taavao-Matu (2), Luke Jacobsen and 
Brad Weber. 

The New Zealand Conference is rapidly turning 
into a two-horse race with the Crusaders and 
Hurricanes well clear of the chasing pack. The 
Highlanders have moved onto 25 points in 
third, four points ahead of the Blues who fell 
to defeat against our own Brumbies here at 
GIO Stadium last Saturday night. The Chiefs 
are currently bottom of the Conference with 
nineteen points and face missing out on Finals 
football unless their performances improve. 

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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WALES CONFIRM SHAUN EDWARDS DEPARTURE
The WRU have announced that defence coach 
Shaun Edwards will leave Welsh rugby later this 
year, after the conclusion of the 2019 Rugby World 
Cup. Edwards, who has been part of the Wales 
coaching team since 2008, has decided not to 
sign a new deal with the WRU. He will continue to 
be an integral part of Warren Gatland’s coaching 
team through until the end of the RWC. Incoming 
Wales head coach Wayne Pivac said: “Shaun has 
a great history with Wales and has been part of 
a coaching team that has been very successful. 
When Shaun’s availability post-RWC recently 
became apparent we worked with him to offer 
him a new contract which he was happy with and 
for him to be part of the new look coaching team 
going forward. Shaun has decided not to take that 
contract, which we must respect, and we wish 
Shaun the very best in what lies ahead for him 
post Wales.”

SUCCESSFUL WOMEN IN RUGBY FORUM HELD 
IN SOUTH AMERICA
The first Women in Rugby Forum in South America 
was hailed a success by the regional association, 
World Rugby and participants from 10 nations. 
Over two days, in Asunción, Paraguay, the first 
Women in Rugby Forum in South America brought 
together officials, current administrators, former 
players and role models of the women’s game 
to discuss the role of women in rugby and the 
future growth in a region that has shown very 
positive growth figures. Participants flew home 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY: GLOBAL NEWS 
from the Sudamérica Rugby organised event with 
the commitment to incorporate and educate 
people for decision-making roles within their 
own countries, aiming for a bigger incorporation 
of women in these positions. Best practices were 
exchanged and, with a positive interaction among 
the 30 participants, common goals set for the 
growth in the role of women in rugby, generating 
more and better women’s rugby in South America.

NIC WHITE TO LEAVE EXETER CHIEFS FOR 
AUSTRALIA WITH ROB BAXTER'S BLESSING
Exeter director of rugby Rob Baxter says he 
could not stand in the way of Nic White playing 
in a World Cup after confirming the Australian 
scrum-half will leave the Chiefs in 2020. White, 
28, will join a Super Rugby franchise and in so 
doing be eligible for selection by the Wallabies 
for this Autumn's showpiece event in Japan. He 
joined Exeter in 2017 and has scored 10 tries in 
44 games for the club. White has 22 caps and told 
BBC Sport in November that he hoped to add to 
them. “Nic's got our full blessing,” Baxter told BBC 
Sport. “He's fully contracted with us now for this 
season and the season coming, but by signing for 
an Australian franchise, that allows Australia to 
pick him now which makes him available for the 
World Cup. Nic's always wanted to play in a World 
Cup, it's been a big ambition of his.”
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is expected to be out for a period of six to eight 
weeks.” The injury may also mean that Kriel 
will not feature for the Springboks in the Rugby 
Championship.

LONG-TIME SAINTS SERVANT KEN PISI TO 
DEPART CLUB
Northampton Saints have announced that winger 
Ken Pisi will be leaving Franklin’s Gardens at the 
end of the current season after seven years with 
the club. The 30-year-old Samoan international 
has made 138 appearances to date in the Green, 
Black and Gold jersey since arriving in 2012. Pisi 
has 34 tries to his name so far for Northampton 
and will go down as a Saints legend after being 
an instrumental part of the side that notched up 
a historic Premiership and Challenge Cup double 
during Saints’ 2013/14 campaign. “I’m very proud 
to have spent the majority of my career playing for 
Northampton Saints in front of this great crowd at 
Franklin’s Gardens,” he said.
“When I first came over, I didn’t know what to 
expect, but I have felt welcomed by the amazing 
rugby community here in Northampton ever since 
I first pulled on a Black, Green and Gold jersey. 
In seven seasons as a Saint I have been blessed 
enough to win some silverware, make lifelong 
uso’s [brothers] and create many unbelievable 
memories which I’ll always treasure.”

Sources: www.planetrugby.com, World Rugby, 
BBC Sport, ESPN

SAM WHITELOCK SIGNS FOUR-YEAR ALL BLACKS 

DEAL
All Blacks captain-in-waiting Sam Whitelock has 
signed a long-term deal with the world champions 
in a momentous deal for New Zealand Rugby. 
Crusaders lock Whitelock added four years to his 
contract, committing himself through to the 2023 
World Cup in France. The 30-year-old is regarded 
as the man most likely to take over as New Zealand 
skipper when incumbent Kieran Read stands aside 
after this year's World Cup in Japan. Whitelock has 
been a successful skipper of the Crusaders over 
the past two seasons, leading them to twin Super 
Rugby crowns. He has led the All Blacks five times 
in Tests, all resulting in wins.

SPRINGBOKS CENTRE JESSE KRIEL TO 
UNDERGO ANKLE SURGERY
Bulls and Springboks star Jesse Kriel will miss six to 
eight weeks of Super Rugby with an ankle injury 
that requires surgery. Kriel, who has been linked 
this week with a post-Rugby World Cup move 
to Japanese Top League club Canon Eagles, who 
are coached by former Springboks coach Allister 
Coetzee, limped out of the Bulls' 24-23 defeat by 
the Stormers at Newlands on Saturday, and the 
Pretoria-based franchise has confirmed he will 
now go under the knife. “Jesse Kriel has torn a 
ligament in his ankle and will undergo surgery later 
this week,” Bulls team doctor Herman Rossouw 
was quoted as saying on the club website. “He 
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) W 54-17

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) L 13-43
8 Rebels (a) L 26-29
15 Waratahs (h) W 19-13
24 Reds (a) L 14-36
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) L 14-36
13 Lions (h) W 31-20
20 Stormers (a) W 19-17
28 Jaguares (a) L 15-20

MAY
4 Blues (h) W 26-21
12 Sunwolves (h) 16:00
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

IKITAU IS BRUMBY #219
Tuggeranong Vikings centre Len Ikitau 
became Brumby #219 when he started 
the Round 12 Super Rugby clash against 
the Blues at GIO Stadium last weekend. 
Given his chance outside Irae Simone 
in the midfield, Ikitau was the eleventh 
new face to join the Brumbies family in 
2019. Ikitau made a huge first impression, 
playing the full eighty minutes of the 
impressive 26-21 comeback win over the 
Blues putting in some good stats as the 
Brumbies won at home again.  

900 POINTS FOR LEALIIFANO
Christian Lealiifano moved onto 900 
Super Rugby points when he converted 
James Slipper’s first-ever Brumbies try 
just before half-time in the 26-21 win over 
the Blues at GIO Stadium last weekend. 
Lealiifano passed the milestone to 
cement his spot as the Brumbies second 
all-time leading points scorer behind 
Stirling Mortlock who ended his career 
with 1,019 points.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Rebels 10 5 0 5 271 257 +14 4 24
2 Brumbies 11 5 0 6 258 286 -28 4 24
3 Reds 10 5 0 5 237 247 -10 2 22
4 Waratahs 10 4 0 6 228 232 -4 5 21
5 Sunwolves 11 2 0 9 240 374 -134 4 12

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders 11 8 2 1 321 174 +147 6 42
2 Hurricanes 11 8 1 2 311 264 +47 2 36
3 Highlanders 11 4 2 5 285 257 +28 5 25
4 Blues 10 4 0 6 227 240 -13 5 21
5 Chiefs 11 3 2 6 296 371 -75 3 19

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Bulls 10 6 0 4 261 212 +49 4 28
2 Sharks 11 5 1 5 257 216 +41 6 28
3 Jaguares 10 6 0 4 263 245 +18 3 27
4 Stormers 11 5 0 6 229 254 -25 4 24
5 Lions 10 5 0 5 232 287 -55 2 22



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2019 APPS 2019 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 9 5 – 1t 68 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 10 10 – 2t 68 35 – 7t

Tom BANKS 11 20 – 4t 39 80 – 16t

Jahrome BROWN 6 5 – 1t 6 5 – 1t

Sam CARTER 10 5 – 1t 115 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK 10 - 27 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS 7 - 17 -

Blake ENEVER 4 - 49 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 10 50 – 10t 23 65 – 13t

Vunipola FIFITA 1 - 1 -

Mack HANSEN 1 - 1 -

Wharenui HAWERA 5 4 – 2c 36 190 ¬– 2t, 42c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU 1 - 1 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE 3 - 14 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 11 20 – 4t 115 125 – 25t

Christian LEALIIFANO 10 57 – 1t, 23c, 3p 143 905 – 20t, 167c, 155p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 10 - 43 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN 2 - 3 -

Matt LUCAS 8 - 57 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 9 5 – 1t 69 40 – 8t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 7 10 – 2t 35 30 – 6t

Connal MCINERNEY 3 - 9 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD 8 - 22 30 – 6t

Chance PENI 3 10 – 2t 17 45 – 9t

David POCOCK 3 - 112 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 11 - 53 15 – 3t

Toni PULU 6 5 – 1t 37 75 – 15t

Tom ROSS 3 - 3 -

Pete SAMU 11 5 – 1t 44 50 – 10t 

Irae SIMONE 9 - 19 -

Scott SIO 10 - 95 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 11 5 – 1t 115 30 – 6t 

Henry SPEIGHT 9 10 – 2t 117 215 – 43t

Darcy SWAIN 6 - 7 -

Lausii TALIAULI 2 - 25 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 4 5 – 1t 7 10 – 2t

Tom WRIGHT 6 10 – 2t 6 10 – 2t
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 

#SUPERSEASON

Foxtel marks used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd. 

I want it all
✓ Super Rugby: Every game LIVE
✓ Rugby Championship: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby World Cup: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby Sevens World Tour: Every stop LIVE

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

The Brumbies ended their two-match 
overseas tour with a narrow loss to the 
Jaguares in Argentina. It was gutsy again, but 
this time the Plus500 Brumbies came up just 
short as they fell to a 15-20 loss at the Estadio 
Jose Amalfitani, the home of Velez Sarsfeld 
FC in Buenos Aires. Trailing 17-15 at the 
half-time interval, the visitors fought hard to 
secure what could have been a game-winning 
try but were unable to breach the highly-
organised Jaguares defence despite the loss of 
influential flanker Marcos Kramer to a yellow 
card just past the hour. Folau Fainga’a crossed 
to level the scores within four minutes of the 
Jaguares opening their account and there was 
a try for Tom Banks, but the home side had 
just enough to claim the victory. 

Last weekend, a hat-trick of tries from Folau 
Fainga’a helped the Brumbies to a memorable 
26-21 home victory over the Blues in front 
of 7,567 at GIO Stadium. Having returned 
from their draining around the World trip, 
the Brumbies took some time to establish 
themselves in the contest having to recover 
from an early twelve-point deficit to claim 
a win that puts the team within touching 
distance of the top of the Australian 
Conference. Fainga’a helped himself to a trio 
of tries at the back of the ubiquitous rolling 
maul, a weapon that the Brumbies have made 
their trademark over the years. Prop James 

Slipper also crossed, his first try in the colours 
of the Canberra side, whilst flyhalf Christian 
Lealiifano passed 900 Super Rugby points with 
three conversions on the evening. 

RESULTS
Super Rugby R11: Jaguares (17) 20 (T: 
Cancelliere, Orlando, Creevy, C: Miotti, P: 
Miotti) Plus500 Brumbies (12) 15 (T: Fainga’a, 
Banks, C: Lealiifano, P: Lealiifano) 

Super Rugby R12: Brumbies (12) 26 (T: Fainga’a 
(3), Slipper, C: Lealiifano (3)) Blues (15) 21 (T: 
Faiane, Clarke, C: Black, P: Black, Plummer)
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