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2015 Partners
NSW WARATAHS WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE  

THE SUPPORT OF ALL ITS 2015 PARTNERS

..... fitter, faster, further
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After winning the Super Rugby title in 2014, 

the NSW Waratahs again won the Australian 

Conference title in 2015. Unfortunately 

the team lost their home semi-final playoff to the 

Highlanders, who went on win their inaugural Super 

Rugby championship.

The club bid a fond farewell to outgoing coach 

Michael Cheika after 3 seasons, which included the 

winning of the Super Rugby Championship and two 

Australian Conference titles, and welcomed Daryl 

Gibson into the head coaching role.

The club had 11 wins from 17 games and scored 

51 tries. The club won 10 plus games in back to back 

seasons for the first time.

Some outstanding milestones were achieved in the 

2015 season;

• Three players made their debuts being Sam 

Louisi, Jack Dempsey and David Porecki. Six 

players earned their 50th Cap; Adam Ashley-

Cooper, Bernard Foley, Stephen Hoiles, Michael 

Hooper, Paddy Ryan and Jeremy Tilse. Kurtley 

Beale proudly reached his 100th NSW Cap 

milestone and Benn Robinson became the first 

player in NSW history to reach an incredible 150 

Caps.

• The prestigious Matthew Burke Cup, voted for 

by players, was awarded to Michael Hooper  

Wycliff Palu was the deserving recipient of the 

Waratah Medal, awarded to the player who best 

represents the values of the NSW Waratahs while 

Michael Hooper also received the Members 

Choice Award..

• The NSW Waratahs were also recognised on a 

national level at the annual John Eales Medal 

Awards. Israel Folau became the first ever back-

to-back winner of the John Eales Medal, Michael 

Cheika was named Super Rugby coach of the 

year, and our team were awarded Super Rugby 

team of the year and with Super Rugby try of 

the year. 

Israel Folau 
became the 

first ever  
back-to-back 
winner of the 

John Eales 
Medal

“
NSW Waratahs Season Review

Photo: John FlitcroftPlayers prepare for the Semi-Final match against the Highlanders
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Scorers: NSW Waratahs 13 (R Horne 2 tries; B Foley pen.goal) D Western Force 25 (C 

Alcock, A Cottrell, L Morahan, F van Wyk tries; S Ebersohn con., pen.goal)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c) , 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: *20. Mitchell Chapman for Dennis after 48 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for 

Kepu after 54 mins, 23. Matt Carraro for Naiyaravoro after 68 mins, 21. Stephen Hoiles 

for Potgieter after 68 mins, 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 73 mins, 22. Brendan 

McKibbin for Phipps after 73 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 73 mins, 19. Sam 

Lousi Not Used

Referee: Steve Walsh

Crowd: 20,271

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 38 (T Naiyaravoro 2, S Hoiles, K Beale tries; B Foley 3 cons., 

3 pen.goals; K Beale pen.goal) D Queensland Reds 28 (S Higginbotham, L Timani, L 

Burgess, S Naivalu tries; M Harris 4 cons.)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Stephen Hoiles, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 18. Paddy Ryan for Robinson after 13 mins (blood-bin), 23. Peter Betham 

for Beale after 14 mins (blood-bin), 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 31 minsm

17. Jeremy Tilse for Ryan at half-time, 20. Mitchell Chapman for Skelton after 52 mins,

18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 54 mins, 23. Peter Betham for Ashley-Cooper after 67 

mins, 3. Sekope Kepu for Tilse after 72 mins, 19. Sam Lousi for Potgieter after 72 mins,

21. Pat McCutcheon Not Used, 22. Brendan McKibbin Not Used, 

Referee: Angus Gardnew

Crowd: 12,178

Round 1 Western Force 25 d NSW Waratahs 13

Round 2 NSW Waratahs 38 d Rebels 28

SUNDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2015, AAMI PARK, MELBOURNE

Force frustrate Wycliff Palu

Taqele Naiyaravoro too strong 
for Rebels

Photo: 
Getty Images

Photo: 
David Molloy
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Scorers: NSW Waratahs 23 (B Foley, P Betham tries; B Foley 2 cons., 3 pen.goals) D  

Reds 5 (M Kotze try)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau (vc), 14. Peter Betham, 13. Matt Carraro, 12. Kurtley 

Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps,

8. Wycliff Palu,7. Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c),

4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson.

Replacements: 20. Stephen Hoiles for Palu after 43 mins (blood-bin) 18. Paddy Ryan for 

Kepu after 55 mins 16. Tolu Latu for Potgieter after 57 mins (Polota-Nau in sin-bin), 23. 

Taqele Naiyaravoro for Carraro after 60 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Palu after 67 mins, 

17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 67 mins, 19. Mitchell Chapman for Skelton after 70 

mins, 21. Brendan McKibbin for Phipps after 70 mins, 22. Jono Lance for Beale after 72 

mins, 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 72 mins

Referee: Glen Jackson

Crowd: 27,199

Scorers: Highander 26 (T Franklin, W Naholo, B Smith, P Osborne tries; L Sopoaga 3 

cons.) D NSW Waratahs 19 (N Phipps, M Carraro, S Hoiles tries; B Foley 2 cons.)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau (vc), 14. Peter Betham, 13. Matt Carraro, 12. Kurtley 

Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. Michael 

Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope Kepu, 2. 

Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson, Res: 21. Stephen Hoiles

Replacements: 18. Paddy Ryan for Palu after 27 mins (Kepu in sin-bin), 20. Mitchell 

Chapman for Skelton after 64 mins, 19. Sam Lousi for Dennis after 64 mins, 18. Paddy 

Ryan for Kepu after 64 mins, 21. Stephen Hoiles for Potgieter after 71 mins, 16. Tolu Latu 

for Polota-Nau after 71 mins, 23. Jono Lance for Horne after 73 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse 

for Robinson after 76 mins, 22. Brendan McKibbin Not Used

Referee: Craig Joubert

Crowd: 11,986

Round 4 NSW Waratahs 23 d Reds 5

Round 3 BYE

Round 5 Highlanders 26 d NSW Waratahs 19

SATURDAY 7 MARCH 2015, SUNCORP STADIUM, BRISBANE

SATURDAY 14 MARCH 2015 , FORSYTH BARR STADIUM, DUNEDIN

Benn Robinson performs strongly in 
his epic 150 caps milestone match

Debutant Sam Lousi on the 
charge

Photo: 
Getty Images

Photo: 
John Flitcroft
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Scorers: NSW Waratahs 28 (B Foley, I Folau, T Latu tries; B Foley 2 cons., 2 pen.goals; K 

Beale pen.goal) D Brumbies 13 (M Toomua try; C Leali'ifano con., 2 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau (vc)

14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Matt Carraro, 12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard 

Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. 

Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 50 mins, 20. Mitchell Chapman for 

Dennis after 66 mins, 21. Stephen Holies for Potgieter after 70 mins, 22. Brendan 

McKibbin for Phipps after 73 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 73 mins, 23. Peter 

Betham for Carraro after 75 mins, 19. Sam Lousi for Skelton after 76 mins, 16. Hugh 

Roach for Hooper after 80 mins (Latu in sin-bin)

Referee: Craig Joubert

Crowd: 27,469

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 23 (N Phipps, P Betham tries; B Foley 2 cons., 3 pen.goals) D 

Blues 11 (F Saili try; D Bowden 2 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau (vc), 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Matt Carraro, 12. 

Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson, Res: 23. Peter Betham

Replacements: 20. Mitchell Chapman for Palu after 50 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for 

Kepu after 55 mins, 23. Peter Betham for Carraro after 64 mins, 21. Stephen Hoiles for 

Potgieter after 68 mins, 19. Sam Lousi for Dennis after 71 mins (blood-bin), 19. Sam 

Lousi for Skelton after 75 mins  22. Brendan McKibbin for Phipps after 75 mins, 17. 

Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 75 mins, 16. Hugh Roach for Latu after 77 mins

Referee: Jaco Peyper

Crowd: 16,342

Round 6 NSW Waratahs 28 d Brumbies 13

Round 7 NSW Waratahs 23 d Blues 11

SUNDAY 22 MARCH 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

SATURDAY 28 MARCH 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

Rob Horne strides ahead

Jacques Potgieter makes impact with 
solid defence

Photo: 
John Flitcroft

Photo: 
John Flitcroft



- vii -

WARATAHS RUGBY 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

Scorers: Stormers 32 (D de Allende 2, J van Wyk, C Kolbe tries; D Catrakilis con., 2 pen.

goals; K Coleman 2 cons. ) D NSW Waratahs 18 (T Naiyaravoro, R Horne tries; B Foley 

con., 2 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau (vc), 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Matt Carraro 12. 

Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 16. Tatafu Polota-Nau for Latu after 47 mins, 22. Adam Ashley-Cooper 

for Carraro after 57 mins, 19. Mitchell Chapman for Dennis after 62 mins, 18. Paddy 

Ryan for Kepu after 62 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Palu after 65 mins, 21. Brendan 

McKibbin for Phipps after 68 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 78 mins, 23. Peter 

Betham Not Used

Referee: Mike Fraser

Crowd: 17,353

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 29 (P Betham 2, W Skelton, I Folau tries; B Foley 3 cons., pen.

goal) D Hurrcanes 24 (C Smith, B Barrett, B Shields, T Perenara tries; B Barrett 2 cons.)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau  14. Peter Betham, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Pat McCutcheon, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 19. Jacques Potgieter for McCutcheon at half-time, 21. Stephen Hoiles 

for Palu after 49 mins 16. Tatafu Polota-Nau for Latu after 49 mins, 23. Matt Carraro 

for Horne after 50 mins 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 61 mins, 20. Mitchell Chapman 

for Dennis after 62 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 67 mins, 22. Brendan 

McKibbin Not Used

Referee: Glen Jackson

Crowd: 14,832

Round 9  Stormers 32 d NSW Waratahs 18

Round 10 NSW Waratahs 29 d Hurricanes 24

SATURDAY 11 APRIL 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

SATURDAY 18 APRIL 2015, WESTPAC TRUST STADIUM, WELLINGTON

Dave Dennis' efforts were not 
enough to stop the Stormers

Bernard Foley performs some 
acrobatics with Ma'a Nonu

Photo: 
Getty Images

Photo: 
John Flitcroft

Round 8 BYE
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Scorers: NSW Waratahs 18 (M Hooper, A Ashley-Cooper, R Horne tries; B Foley pen.goal) 

D Rebels 16 (B Hegarty try; J Debreczeni con., 3 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Peter Betham, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 12. 

Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Dave Dennis (c), 

7. Michael Hooper (vc) 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Mitchell Chapman, 4. Will Skelton, 3. 

Sekope Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 23. Taqele Naiyaravoro for Betham after 47 mins, 19. Wycliff Palu for 

Chapman after 47 mins, 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 57 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for 

Kepu after 57 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Potgieter after 67 mins, 22. Matt Carraro for 

Ashley-Cooper after 70 mins, 21. Brendan McKibbin for Phipps after 72 mins, 17. Jeremy 

Tilse for Robinson after 72 mins

Referee: Rohan Hoffmann

Crowd: 15,807

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 13 (A Ashley-Cooper try; B Foley con., pen.goal; K Beale pen.

goal) D Hurricanes 10 (J Tomane try; C Leali'ifano con., pen.goal)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Peter Betham, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 12. 

Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 3 mins (blood-bin), 23. Taqele 

Naiyaravoro for Betham after 50 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Palu after 52 mins, 18. 

Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 59 mins, 19. Mitchell Chapman for Dennis after 66 mins, 22. 

Matt Carraro for Beale after 74 mins (blood-bin), 17. Jeremy Tilse Not Used, 21. Brendan 

McKibbin Not Used

Referee: Glen Jackson

Crowd: 17,563

Round 11 NSW Waratahs 18 d Rebels 16

Round 12 NSW Waratahs 13 d Brumbies 10

SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2015, ANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

FRIDAY 1 MAY 2015, GIO STADIUM, CANBERRA

Tatafu Polota-Nau fends

Tolu Latu celebrates a hard faught Photo: 
David Molloy

Photo: 
John Flitcroft
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Scorers: Western Force 18 (R Louwrens, M Hodgson tries; L Burton con., 2 pen.goals) D 

NSW Waratahs 11 (T Naiyaravoro try; B Foley 2 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, v14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps 8. Wycliff Palu 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 18. Paddy Ryan for Palu after 35 mins (Kepu in sin-bin), 19. Mitchell 

Chapman for Potgieter at half-time, 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 64 mins, 21. Pat 

McCutcheon for Hooper after 68 mins, 22. Brendan McKibbin for Phipps after 68 mins, 

23. Matt Carraro for Ashley-Cooper after 71 mins, 20. Tala Gray for Skelton after 72 mins, 

16. Hugh Roach Not Used, 17. Jeremy Tilse Not Used

Referee: Rohan Hoffman

Crowd: 10,115

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 15 (A Ashley-Cooper, T Naiyaravoro, B Foley tries; B Foley 3 

cons., 4 pen.goals) D Sharks 18 (O Ngungane, F Steyn tries; F Steyn con., 2 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Stephen Hoiles, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 19. Mitchell Chapman for Palu after 53 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu 

after 59 mins 23. Matt Carraro for Ashley-Cooper after 67 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for 

Robinson after 67 mins, 20. Jack Dempsey  for Hoiles after 70 mins, 16. Hugh Roach Not 

Used, 21. Pat McCutcheon Not Used, 22. Brendan McKibbin Not Used

Referee: Rohan Hoffmann

Crowd: 18,578

Round 13 v Western Force 18 d NSW Waratahs 11

Round 14 NSW Waratahs 33 d Sharks 18

SATURDAY 9 MAY 2015, NIB STADIUM, PERTH

SATURDAY 16 MAY 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

Team celebrate the victory

Michael Hooper struggles 
against a strong Western Force

Photo: 
John Flitcroft

Photo: 
Getty Images



- x -

WARATAHS RUGBY 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 32 (T Naiyaravoro 2, R Horne, B Foley tries; B Foley 3 cons., 2 

pen.goals) D Crusaders 22 (N Nadolo, R McCaw , M Todd tries; D Carter 2 cons., pen.

goal)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Stephen Hoiles, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tolu Latu, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 16. Hugh Roach for Palu after 27 mins (Latu in sin-bin), 19. Mitchell 

Chapman for Palu after 61 mins, 23. Matt Carraro for Naiyaravoro after 62 mins, 18. 

Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 63 mins, 20. Jack Dempsey for Hoiles after 78 mins, 21. Pat 

McCutcheon for Skelton after 78 mins, 22. Brendan McKibbin for Phipps after 78 mins, 

16. Hugh Roach for Latu after 78 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 78 mins

Referee: Marius van der Westhuizen

Crowd: 26,971

Scorers: Lions 27 (R Combrinck 2, H Vorster tries; E Jantjies 3 cons., 2 pen.goals) D 

NSW Waratahs 22 (S Hoiles, A Ashley-Cooper, R Horne tries; B Foley 2 cons., pen.goal)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Stephen Hoiles, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Mitchell Chapman, 3. 

Sekope Kepu, 2. Hugh Roach, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 19. Jacques Potgieter for Palu at half-time, 20. Dean Mumm for 

Chapman after 52 mins 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 52 mins 21. Pat McCutcheon for 

Hoiles after 65 mins, 16. Dave Porecki Not Used, 17. Jeremy Tilse Not Used 22. Brendan 

McKibbin Not Used, 23. Matt Carraro Not Used

Referee: Jaco Peyper

Crowd: 28,475

Round 15 NSW Waratahs 32 d Crusaders 22

Round 16 Lions 27 d NSW Waratahs 22

SATURDAY 23 MAY 2015, ANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

SATURDAY 30 MAY 2015, EMIRATES AIRLINE PARK, JOHANNESBURG

Rob Horne flies high

Adam Ashley-Cooper surges ahead Photo: 
Getty Images

Photo: 
John Flitcroft
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Scorers: NSW Waratahs 58 (I Folau 3, M Carraro 2, M Hooper, T Naiyaravoro, A Ashley-

Cooper, B Foley tries; B Foley 5 cons., pen.goal) D Cheetahs 33 (F Venter 2, C Hendricks 

2, B Prinsloo tries; C van Wyk 3 cons.; N Marais con.)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Kurtley Beale, 11. Matt Carraro, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Mitchell Chapman 3. 

Sekope Kepu, 2. Hugh Roach, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 19. Dean Mumm for Chapman after 49 mins, 23. Peter Betham for 

Naiyaravoro after 55 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Potgieter after 55 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan 

for Kepu after 55 mins, 21. Jack Dempsey for Palu after 64 mins, 22. Brendan McKibbin 

for Phipps after 69 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for Robinson after 73 mins, 16. Dave Porecki  

for Roach after 77 mins

Referee: Glen Jackson

Crowd: 5,579

Scorers: NSW Waratahs 31 (D Dennis, J Potgieter, B McKibbin, D Mumm tries; B Foley 4 

cons., pen.goal) D Reds 5 (Q Cooper try)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro, 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Matt Carraro 11. Peter Betham, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 20. Dean Mumm for Palu after 53 mins, 21. Stephen Hoiles for Potgieter 

after 58 mins, 23. Jono Lance for Carraro after 58 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 

58 mins, 19. Mitchell Chapman for Skelton after 65 mins, 22. Brendan McKibbin for 

Phipps after 65 mins, 16. Hugh Roach for Polota-Nau after 65 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse for 

Robinson after 70 mins

Referee: Nick Briant

Crowd: 26,746

Round 17 NSW Waratahs 58 d Cheetahs 33

Round 18 NSW Waratahs 31 d Reds 5

SATURDAY 6 JUNE 2015, VODACOM PARK, BLOEMFONTEIN

SATURDAY 13 JUNE 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

Taqele Naiyaravoro takes on two

Dean Mumm charges for the try line Photo: 
David Molloy

Photo: 
Getty Images
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Scorers: Highlanders 35 (Penalty try, A Smith, R Buckman, W Naholo, P Osborne tries; L 

Sopoaga 2 cons., pen.goal, drop goal) D NSW Waratahs (R Horne try; B Foley 4 pen.goals)

NSW Waratahs: 15. Israel Folau, 14. Taqele Naiyaravoro 13. Adam Ashley-Cooper (vc), 

12. Matt Carraro 11. Rob Horne, 10. Bernard Foley, 9. Nick Phipps, 8. Wycliff Palu, 7. 

Michael Hooper (vc), 6. Jacques Potgieter, 5. Dave Dennis (c), 4. Will Skelton, 3. Sekope 

Kepu, 2. Tatafu Polota-Nau, 1. Benn Robinson

Replacements: 23. Peter Betham for Carraro after 55 mins, 20. Stephen Hoiles for Palu 

after 61 mins, 16. Tolu Latu for Polota-Nau after 62 mins, 18. Paddy Ryan for Kepu after 

67 mins, 19. Mitchell Chapman for Dennis after 71 mins, 21. Brendan McKibbin for 

Phipps after 71 mins 22. Jono Lance for Horne after 76 mins, 17. Jeremy Tilse Not Used

Referee: Craig Joubert

Crowd: 32,632

Super Rugby Semi-Final Highlanders 35 d NSW Waratahs 17
SATURDAY 27 JUNE 2015, ALLIANZ STADIUM, SYDNEY

Michael Hooper streaks ahead

The team celebrate their first 
Super Rugby title

Photo: 
John Flitcroft

Photo: 
John Flitcroft
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Matthew Burke Cup for
Players’ Player of the Year

Best Forward
- presented by 

Magners

Best Back
- presented by 

Magners

Chris Whitaker Aspiring
Waratah Medal

Members' Choice Player  
of the Year Award

- presented by Ray White

Waratah Medal 
- presented by 
CMC Markets

Michael Hooper Will Skelton Israel Folau Tolu Latu Michael Hooper Wycliff Palu

Matthew Burke Cup 
Standings

Points

Michael Hooper 264

Israel Folau 223

Will Skelton 192

Rob Horne 152

Bernard Foley 142

Wycliff Palu 125

Kurtley Beale 99

Dave Dennis 89

Jacques Potgieter 86

Matt Carraro 80

Honour  
Roll

Matthew Burke 
Cup

Best Back Best Forward

2015 Michael Hooper Israel Folau Will Skelton

2014 Michael Hooper Adam Ashley-Cooper Wycliff Palu

2013 Michael Hooper Israel Folau Benn Robinson

2012 Dave Dennis Adam Ashley-Cooper Wycliff Palu

2011 Kurtley Beale Luke Burgess Tatafu Polota Nau

2010 Tatafu Polota Nau Drew Mitchell Phil Waugh

2009 Wycliff Palu Timana Tahu Phil Waugh

2008 Wycliff Palu Lote Tuqiri Phil Waugh

2007 Rocky Elsom Ben Jacobs Adam Freier

2006 Adam Freier Chris Whitaker Dan Vickerman

2005 Nathan Grey Peter Hewat Phil Waugh

2015 NSW Waratahs Awards

PLAYED WIN DRAW LOST POINTS 
FOR

POINTS 
AGAINST +/- BONUS 

POINTS
TOTAL 

POINTS
Hurricanes 16 14 0 2 458 288 170 10 66

NSW Waratahs 16 11 0 5 409 313 96 8 52
Stormers 16 10 1 5 373 323 50 3 45

Highlanders 16 11 0 5 450 333 117 9 53
Chiefs 16 10 0 6 372 299 73 8 48

Brumbies 16 9 0 7 369 261 108 11 47
Crusaders 16 9 0 7 481 338 143 10 46

Lions 16 9 1 6 342 364 22 4 42
Bulls 16 7 0 9 397 388 9 10 38

Rebels 16 7 0 9 319 354 35 8 36
Sharks 16 7 0 9 338 401 63 6 34

Cheetahs 16 5 0 11 357 531 174 6 26
Reds 16 4 0 12 247 434 187 6 22
Blues 16 3 0 13 282 428 146 8 20
Force 16 3 0 13 245 384 139 7 19
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Player Caps Run On Sub Not Used Tries Cons Pens Drop 
Goals Points

Adam Ashley-Cooper 13 12 1 5 25

Kurtley Beale 15 15 1 3 14

Peter Betham 11 6 5 1 4 20

Matt Carraro 15 8 7 1 3 15

Mitchell Chapman 17 3 14

Jack Dempsey 3 3

Dave Dennis 17 17 1 5

Israel Folau 17 17 5 25

Bernard Foley 17 17 5 33 32 187

Tala Gray 1 1

Stephen Hoiles 16 4 12 3 15

Michael Hooper 17 17 2 10

Rob Horne 15 15 7 35

Sekope Kepu 17 17

Jono Lance 4 4

Tolu Latu 14 7 7 1 5

Sam Lousi 4 4 1

Pat McCutcheon 4 1 3 2

Brendan McKibbin 11 11 6 1 5

Dean Mumm 3 3 1 5

Taqele Naiyaravoro 15 12 3 8 40

Wycliff Palu 16 15 1

Nick Phipps 17 17 2 10

Tatafu Polota-Nau 10 8 2

Dave Porecki 1 1 1

Jacques Potgieter 15 13 2 1 5

Hugh Roach 6 2 4 2

Benn Robinson 17 17

Paddy Ryan 17 17

Will Skelton 15 15 1 5

Jeremy Tilse 13 13 4

NSW Waratahs 2015 Player Appearances
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NSW Waratahs 2015 Player Appearances 2015 NSW Waratahs Milestones
DEBUTANTS
Sam Lousi v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)
Jack Dempsey v The Sharks (Allianz Stadium)
Dave Porecki v The Cheetahs (Free State Stadium)

50 NSW CAPS
Bernard Foley v Western Force (Allianz Stadium)
Adam Ashley-Cooper v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)
Stephen Hoiles v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)
Paddy Ryan v The Highlanders (Forsyth Barr Stadium)
Jeremy Tilse v The Crusaders (ANZ Stadium)
MichAel Hooper v The Highlanders (Allianz Stadium)

100 NSW CAPS
Kurtley Beale v The Lions (Ellis Park)

150 NSW CAPS
Benn Robinson v Queensland (Allianz Stadium)

100 PROVINCIAL CAPS
Mitchell Chapman v Melbourne Rebels (ANZ Stadium) 
(33 for Queensland/40 for ACT)
 
20 NSW TRIES
Rob Horne v Melbourne Rebels (ANZ Stadium)

50 NSW CONVERSIONS
Bernard Foley v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)

50 NSW PENALTY GOALS
Bernard Foley v Western Force (Allianz Stadium)

50 NSW POINTS
Peter Betham v The Hurricanes (Westpac Stadium)
Adam Ashley-Cooper v The Brumbies (GIO Stadium)
Dave Dennis v Queensland (Allianz Stadium)

100 NSW POINTS
Rob Horne v Melbourne Rebels (ANZ Stadium)

400 NSW POINTS
Bernard Foley v The Hurricanes (Westpac Stadium)

500 NSW POINTS
Bernard Foley v The Highlanders (Allianz Stadium)

50 PROVINCIAL POINTS
Stephen Hoiles v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park) (30 for 
ACT)

50 NSW SUPER RUGBY CAPS
Bernard Foley v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)
Adam Ashley-Cooper v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)
Stephen Hoiles v The Highlanders (Forsyth Barr 
Stadium)
Paddy Ryan v The Brumbies (Allianz Stadium)

100 NSW SUPER RUGBY CAPS
Kurtley Beale v The Lions (Ellis Park)

50 SUPER RUGBY CAPS
Jacques Potgieter v Melbourne Rebels (ANZ Stadium) 
(23 for The Bulls)

100 SUPER RUGBY CAPS
Stephen Hoiles v The Blues (Allianz Stadium) (48 for The 
Brumbies)

Mitchell Chapman v The Lions (Ellis Park) (28 for 
Queensland/40 for The Brumbies)

15 NSW SUPER RUGBY TRIES
Bernard Foley v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

50 NSW SUPER RUGBY POINTS
Peter Betham v The Hurricanes (Westpac Stadium)
Adam Ashley-Cooper v The Brumbies (GIO Stadium)
Dave Dennis v Queensland (Allianz Stadium)
Dean Mumm v Queensland (Allianz Stadium)

100 NSW SUPER RUGBY POINTS
Rob Horne v Melbourne Rebels (ANZ Stadium)

400 NSW SUPER RUGBY POINTS
Bernard Foley v The Hurricanes (Westpac Stadium 
Stadium)

500 NSW SUPER RUGBY POINTS
Bernard Foley v The Highlanders (Allianz Stadium)

50 SUPER RUGBY POINTS
Stephen Hoiles v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park) (30 for 
The Brumbies)

Nick Phipps v The Highlanders (Forsyth Barr Stadium) 
(30 for Melbourne Rebels)

Peter Betham v The Blues (Allianz Stadium) (5 for 
Melbourne Rebels)

INDIVIDUAL ALL-TIME RECORDS SET IN 2015
Benn Robinson most NSW caps (151)
Tatafu Polota-Nau 3rd most NSW caps (131)
Wycliff Palu 5th most NSW caps (110)
Kurtley Beale 9th most NSW caps (101)
Most NSW caps at no.8: Wycliff Palu (107)
Most NSW caps at 2nd row: Dean Mumm (81)
Most NSW caps at Prop: Benn Robinson (151)
Most NSW caps at Hooker: Tatafu Polota-Nau (130)
Bernard Foley 3rd most NSW points (502)
Kurtley Beale 4th most NSW points (423)
Brendan McKibbin 8th most NSW points (250)
Israel Folau equal 9th most NSW tries (25) with Morgan 
Turinui & Lachlan Turner
Bernard Foley 3rd most conversions (82)
Bernard Foley 3rd most penalty goals (81)
Kurtley Beale 5th most penalty goals (63)
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TEAM ALL-TIME RECORDS SET IN 2015

Highest Score v The Cheetahs: 58 (Free State Stadium)

Equal Biggest Win v The Cheetahs: 58-33 (Free State 
Stadium) with 36-11 in 1997 (SFS)

INDIVIDUAL SUPER RUGBY RECORDS SET IN 
2015

Benn Robinson most caps (144)
Tatafu Polota-Nau 3rd most caps (130)
Wycliff Palu equal 4th most caps (121) with Al Baxter
Kurtley Beale 7th most caps (101)
Sekope Kepu 9th most caps (96)
Dave Dennis 10th most caps (92)
Most caps at Number 8: Wycliff Palu (106)
Most caps at Prop: Benn Robinson (144)
Most caps at Hooker: Tatafu Polota-Nau (129)
Bernard Foley 3rd most points (502)
Kurtley Beale 4th most points (423)
Brendan McKibbin 5th most points (243)
Israel Folau equal 2nd most tries (25) with Lachlan Turner
Rob Horne equal 5th most tries (23) with Scott Staniforth
Kurtley Beale 7th most tries (21)
Bernard Foley equal 9th most tries (19) with Nathan Grey
Bernard Foley 3rd most conversions (82)
Bernard Foley 3rd most penalty goals (81)
Kurtley Beale 4th most penalty goals (63)

Equal Most Caps v The Brumbies: Tatafu Polota-Nau & 
Benn Robinson (13) with Phil Waugh
Equal Most Caps v The Blues: Benn Robinson (10) with 
Phil Waugh
Most Career Tries v Cheetahs: Israel Folau (3)
Equal Most Career Tries v Melbourne Rebels: Rob Horne 
(4) with Israel Folau & Kurtley Beale
Equal Most Career Tries v Western Force: Rob Horne (3) 
with Drew Mitchell, Tom Kingston, Israel Folau & Kurtley 
Beale
Most Career Conversions v Melbourne Rebels: Bernard 
Foley (7)
Most Career Penalty Goals v Melbourne Rebels: Bernard 
Foley (10)
Most Career Points v Queensland: Bernard Foley (62)
Most Individual Tries in a match v The Cheetahs: Israel 
Folau (3)
Equal Most Individual Points in a match v The Sharks: 
Bernard Foley (23) (Allianz Stadium) with Mat Rogers 
(SFS) in 2004

TEAM SUPER RUGBY RECORDS SET IN 2015

Highest Score v The Cheetahs: 58 (Free State Stadium)

Equal Biggest Win v The Cheetahs: 58-33 (Free State 
Stadium) with 36-11 in 1997 (SFS)

600 Penalty Goals

Milestones Continued...
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