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Chairman’s 
Message

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Welcome to the 2021 NSW Rugby Union (NSWRU) Annual Report, 

in what has been another challenging period for so many in our 

community and indeed, across the globe. 

The NSWRU Board acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians 

of country throughout Australia and pay their respect to their elders, 

past, present and emerging and to their continuing connection to 

land, water and culture.  

It is my pleasure to present this annual report, my first as the Chairman 

of the NSW Rugby Union Board.  I would like to acknowledge my 

predecessor Roger Davis, who served on the board for 12 years during 

which he presided over a time that included NSW Waratahs winning 

the Super Rugby Championships in 2014, two semi-final appearances 

for the NSW Waratahs, the merger of the NSWRU and Waratahs Boards 

to create one united entity and securing the funding for the Centre of 

Excellence.  
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I would also like to thank retiring Director Ben Gregory 

(Juniors), Phillip Parsons (Sydney Rugby) and Barry 

Ruddy (Country Rugby) for their considerable service 

to NSWRU and welcome to the Board Philip Garling 

(Sydney Rugby), Andrew Hutton (Juniors), Luke 

Stephen (Country Rugby) and Richard Harry.

There is no doubt that the Covid pandemic has 

provided all sports, including rugby, with one of 

its greatest challenges in recent history.  From the 

community game through to our elite teams, the 

impacts of participation, fan engagement and 

volunteer recruitment and retention can be felt at all 

levels of the sport. 

But thanks to the strong history and foundations that 

rugby in New South Wales is built on, our Board truly 

believes our sport is in a strong position to rebuild the 

sport in a new Covid world in which we continue to 

live in. 

Our new strategic plan for 2022-2025 will be released 

in the coming weeks for consultation, with the vision 

to rebuild NSW Rugby Union into one of the strongest 

rugby provinces in the world.  We want our participants 

and supporters of NSW Rugby to be proud to be part 

of rugby in our State. The commitment of our Board 

is to not only see NSW Rugby and the NSW Waratahs 

survive, but thrive. 

In order to achieve our vision, a strong, collaborative 

approach with our Affiliates as well as Rugby Australia, 

will allow the game to come out the other side of 

Covid lockdowns and ensure the game can grow.

While 2021 was a disappointing year for the NSW 

Waratahs and their fans, we are very pleased with the 

appointment of Darren Coleman to the role of Head 

Coach. With a 25 year coaching career, the NSW-

born coach brings to the role exceptional experience 

from competitions domestically and abroad. Darren 

is a welcome addition to our high performance staff. 

Photo: Getty Images



NSW Rugby Union Annual Report - 2021

Also joining our high performance team during 

2021  is the welcome addition of Wallabies and NSW 

Waratahs stalwart, Andrew Blades, in the role of 

General Manager of Rugby. 

NSW Women continue to do their State proud, taking 

home the fourth consecutive Buildcorp Super W 

crown, once again going undefeated.  Making the 

sacrifice to be away from their families and friends, 

the competition format was altered to ensure it could 

continue within the confines of a bubble in Coffs 

Harbour.  Congratulations to all the staff and players. 

The trailblazers within our sport  have helped build the 

strong traditions and foundations that rugby in New 

South Wales still enjoys today. With that, I would like to 

congratulate our oldest living NSW Waratah, Wallaby 

and Parramatta great Eric Tweedale who turned 100 

in May. A birthday function attended by over 200 

people was held in his honour, with many of our rugby 

community in attendance.

 

Sadly, we lost five NSW Waratahs during 2021, who are  

recognised in this annual report. We must, however, 

note the passing of NSW Waratah and Northern 

Suburbs great, Sam Domoni, who died at the age of 

52 - he had 51 Waratah Caps.

As we move towards 2022 and beyond, looking at the 

opportunities that will be driven by the new strategic 

framework, I would like to thank the many people 

who make rugby in New South Wales possible. 

Most notably, the thousands of volunteers, Club 

administrators as well as our officials and referees, 

who dedicate so much time to ensure that rugby can 

be enjoyed by all.  From the mums and dads who put 

their hand up at their Club to support junior rugby, 

to the tireless work of Club volunteers who ensure 

our grounds are ready for competitions, through 

to the countless other roles that make rugby a true 

community and family sport. To each of you, we say 

thank you. 

On behalf of the Board, I would also like to thank our 

CEO, Paul Doorn, for his leadership of NSWRU as well 

as the staff, who continue to go above and beyond 

to support rugby right across the State. 

2022 brings with it new opportunities and we are 

excited to see what our sport can deliver. Thank you 

for the opportunity to present the 2021 Annual Report. 

Tony Crawford

Chairman
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CEO’s 
Message

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

It is my pleasure to present the 2021 NSW Rugby Union (NSWRU) Annual 

Report.

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of country 

throughout Australia and acknowledges their continuing connection 

to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to the people, the 

cultures and the elders past, present and emerging.

When I accepted the role as CEO of the NSW Rugby Union & NSW 

Waratahs, just over two years ago, no one would have anticipated the 

impact that COVID would have on our game.  

Throughout 2020 and 2021 we have seen a canceled, then revamped, 

Super Rugby and Test Series competitions, that has included multiple 

draw modifications, much debate as well as lengthy discussions as to 

whether or not Australian teams would play New Zealand teams.  While 

our elite competitions were hit hard, our community rugby has not 

been unaffected. While 2020 was tough, 2021 saw Covid lockdowns 

hit in the middle of the community rugby season.  For the first time since 

World War II, many Premiership trophies for community competitions 

were not handed out. More than just the competitions and trophies, 
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it is the everyday aspects of rugby and sport that 

we know were missed by so many.  Our Rugby Clubs 

proudly stand at the centre of so many communities 

from the beach to the bush, creating a place for 

family and friends to not only enjoy everything we 

love about rugby, but enjoy a sense of community. 

Players, families, referees, volunteers, there are few 

within our community who did not feel the impact 

of community sport coming to a halt. But we have 

confidence that as move ahead and community 

sport comes back online and we all learn to live with 

Covid, rugby will soon again be thriving, as will our 

proud rugby clubs.

There is no taking away from the challenges felt 

during 2021.  A less than stellar on-field performance 

from our NSW Waratahs, smaller budgets, player 

roster reductions, salary cuts and sadly redundancies 

amongst our hardworking and dedicated staff. It all 

contributed to another tough year for our sport. 

I want to pay tribute to NSWRU staff, players, officials, 

volunteers and fans who continue to support the 

game through a very tough 2021. 

While we made some very tough decisions to get 

through the pandemic, we now have a very clear 

understanding on what needs to be done to improve 

our game right across the Union.  The NSWRU Board 

will soon release a strategic framework that will 

showcase the steps needed to grow participation at 

the grassroots level, improve our high performance 

programs, and most importantly, to bring our fans 

back to the game.

Our driving motivation is to not only win the Men’s and 

Women’s Super Rugby competitions in 2024 (or even 

2023), as this would be an amazing way to celebrate 

NSW Rugby’s 150 year in such a fashion, but to rebuild 

the NSW Waratahs as a sustainable and dominant 

force in rugby - to be the number one men’s team 

and number one women’s team in Australia.

Photo: Clay Cross
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Our Women’s Team are already the envy of every 

other State province, dominating again the Buildcorp 

Super W Competition in 2021 to claim their fourth 

consecutive title.  Once more they remained 

undefeated and showcased the very best of 

women’s rugby.  They made many sacrifices to ensure 

the competition could continue, with extended time 

away from home. Their hard work and determination 

has inspired a new generation of women’s players. 

In fact, our participation in our female ranks grew in 

2021 and as we continue to look at ways to invest 

and grow the women’s game, we are fortunate to 

have wonderful ambassadors in our NSW Waratahs 

Super W team. 

Success of course goes beyond the results on the 

field and that is why our new 2022-2025 Strategic Plan 

outlines a clear roadmap for what success will look 

like in the future including 

• Increasing community participation

• Winning NSW Waratahs (men & women)

• Improving our high performance pathways 

• Building a sustainable business model that will 

make this a reality. 

 

In order to grow our game, we need the support of 

our partners and thanks to the NSW Positive Rugby 

Foundation and The Rugby Club Foundation, we 

have been able to recruit more Rugby Development 

staff across the State. This has resulted in more support 

for growth initiatives, driving the support for clubs 

(high quality education for coaching, administration, 

officials) to ensure that Clubs remain great hubs that 

everyone wants to be a part of.

 

While it is often easy to simply look back, there is 

much to look forward to in both the immediate and 

near future

○ Our new Centre of Excellence will be 

completed in October 2022.  The Centre of Excellence 

will become the home of the rugby in NSW, featuring 

a multipurpose space which will allow NSWRU to run 

its high-performance rugby programs and pathways. 

The facility will be a central ‘hub’ for the game at 

all levels – with everything from training facilities to 

function spaces, meeting areas and shared offices.

○ The new Sydney Football Stadium, our new 

home ground, will be completed in September/

October 2022. We will be in the new stadium for the 

start of the 2023 season, with a blockbuster series of 

games to start our year and better opportunities for 

fans to experience rugby at its best.

Of course our hope is that 2022 is a year of 

uninterrupted community rugby competition, that 

brings our community back to rugby and back to our 

NSW Waratahs games. 

I want to thank all the volunteers across our game 

right across the State.  Quite simply, rugby does not 

exist without you and we look forward to having you 

all rejoin us in 2022. From referees to coaches to club 

managers, there are too many roles to count, but 

they all form a vital role. 

To the hard working staff at NSWRU, I want to thank 

you for once again going above and beyond to 

deliver exceptional services during these tough times. 

We are all looking forward to seeing what rugby can 

do during 2022 and beyond.

Paul Doorn

Chief Executive Officer
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M A T C H  1  V  Q U E E N S L A N D  R E D S
F R I D A Y  1 9 . 2 . 2 0 2 1  A T  S U N C O R P  S T A D I U M ,  B R I S B A N E

N S W  W A R A T A H S  7 
J Gordon try; W Harrison goal

Q U E E N S L A N D  R E D S  4 1
F Daugunu 2, J Campbell, A Mafi, I Droaese tries; J O'Connor 5 goals, 2 pen.goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks 8. Jack Dempsey

14. Alex Newsome 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Izaia Perese* ** 6. Will Harris

12. Joey Walton 5. Jack Whetton* **

11. James Ramm 4. Sam Caird* **

10. Will Harrison goal 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jake Gordon © try 2. Tom Horton

1. Angus Bell

R E S E R V E S
13. Izaia Perese Sent Off after 35 mins

16. Dave Porecki for Horton after 50 mins

23. Mark Nawaqanitawase for Walton after 51 mins

20. Hugh Sinclair for Harris after 51 mins

22. Tane Edmed* ** for Perese after 55 mins (red card replacement)

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Bell after 58 mins

19. Jeremy Williams** *** for Whetton after 61 mins

21. Jack Grant* ** for Gordon after 64 mins

18. Sio Tatola* ** for Johnson-Holmes after 74 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Damon Murphy Crowd: 12,123
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M A T C H  2  V  B R U M B I E S
S A T U R D A Y  2 7 . 2 . 2 0 2 1  A T  G I O  S T A D I U M ,  C A N B E R R A

N S W  W A R A T A H S  1 0
H Johnson-Holmes try; W Harrison goal, pen.goal

B R U M B I E S  6 1
M Hansen 3, R Valetini, N Lolesio, C McInerney, N White, L Lonergan, T Banks tries; N Lolesio 5 goals; R Lonergan 3 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks 8. Jack Dempsey

14. Mark Nawaqanitawase 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Alex Newsome © 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Tepai Moeroa 5. Jack Whetton

11. James Ramm 4. Sam Caird

10. Will Harrison goal, pen.goal 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes try

9. Jack Grant 2. Tom Horton

1. Angus Bell

R E S E R V E S
17. Te Tera Faulkner for Johnson-Holmes after 50 mins

16. Dave Porecki for Horton after 50 mins

20. Hugh Sinclair for Whetton after 60 mins

18. Sio Tatola for Bell after 68 mins

22. Tane Edmed for Harrison after 72 mins

23. Triston Reilly* ** for Nawaqanitawase after 72 mins

21. Henry Robertson* ** for Grant after 72 mins

19. Jeremy Williams for Swinton after 72 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Nic Berry Crowd: 9,322
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M A T C H  3  V  W E S T E R N  F O R C E
F R I D A Y  5 . 3 . 2 0 2 1  A T  B A N K W E S T  S T A D I U M ,  P A R R A M A T T A

N S W  W A R A T A H S  1 6
D Porecki try; W Harrison goal, 3 pen.goals

W E S T E R N  F O R C E  2 0
F Lee-Warner, T Anstee tries; J McIntyre 2 goals, pen.goal; I Prior pen.goal

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Mark Nawaqanitawase 8. Jack Dempsey

14. Jack Maddocks 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Alex Newsome © 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Tepai Moeroa 5. Hugh Sinclair

11. James Ramm 4. Sam Caird

10. Will Harrison goal, 3 pen.goals 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jack Grant 2. Dave Porecki try

1. Te Tera Faulkner

R E S E R V E S
19. Jack Whetton for Swinton after 22 mins (blood-bin)

18. Chris Talakai for Faulkner after 48 mins

22. Tane Edmed for Moeroa after 56 mins

16. Tom Horton for Porecki after 56 mins

23. Triston Reilly for Nawaqanitawase after 61 mins

17. Sio Tatola for Johnson-Holmes after 64 mins

19. Jack Whetton for Sinclair after 81 mins

20. Jeremy Williams Not Used

21. Henry Robertson Not Used

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Nic Berry Crowd: 4,264
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M A T C H  4  V  M E L B O U R N E  R E B E L S
F R I D A Y  1 9 . 3 . 2 0 2 1  A T  A A M I  P A R K ,  M E L B O U R N E

N S W  W A R A T A H S  1 4
J Williams, J Maddocks tries; T Edmed 2 goals

M E L B O U R N E  R E B E L S  3 3
L Anderson, M To'omua, J Uelese tries; M To'omua 2 goals, 3 pen.goals; R Hodge goal, pen.goal

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Mark Nawaqanitawase 8. Jack Dempsey

14. Jack Maddocks try 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Alex Newsome © 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Tepai Moeroa 5. Sam Caird

11. James Ramm 4. Hugh Sinclair

10. Will Harrison 3. Te Tera Faulkner

9. Jack Grant 2. Dave Porecki

1. Harry Johnson-Holmes

Res: 20. Jeremy Williams try

Res: 22. Tane Edmed 2 goals

R E P L A C E M E N T S
23. Lalakai Foketi for Moeroa after 49 mins

16. Tom Horton for Porecki after 50 mins

19. Sam Wykes** for Caird after 50 mins

20. Jeremy Williams for Swinton after 59 mins

18. Darcy Breen* ** for Faulkner after 67 mins

22. Tane Edmed for Harrison after 72 mins

21. Henry Robertson for Grant after 77 mins

17. George Francis Not Used

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Nic Berry Crowd: 5,156
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M A T C H  5  V  Q U E E N S L A N D  R E D S
S A T U R D A Y  2 7 . 3 . 2 0 2 1  A T  S T A D I U M  A U S T R A L I A ,  H O M E B U S H

N S W  W A R A T A H S  1 4
W Harris try; W Harrison 3 penalty goals

Q U E E N S L A N D  R E D S  4 6
A Mafi 3, T McDermott, L Salakai-Loto, F Daugunu, T Tupou tries; J O'Connor 2 goals, penalty goal; B Hegarty 2 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks 8. Will Harris try

14. Alex Newsome © 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Lalakai Foketi 6. Hugh Sinclair (vc)

12. Izaia Perese 5. Sam Caird

11. James Ramm 4. Sam Wykes

10. Will Harrison 3 penalty goals 3. Te Tera Faulkner

9. Jack Grant 2. Dave Porecki

1. Harry Johnson-Holmes

R E P L A C E M E N T S
19. Jeremy Williams for Caird after 6 mins

20. Max Douglas* ** for Wykes after 23 mins

17. Angus Bell for Johnson-Holmes after 51 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Faulkner after 56 mins

16. Tom Horton for Porecki after 56 mins

22. Tane Edmed for Maddocks after 65 mins

23. Mark Nawaqanitawase for Foketi after 71 mins

21. Henry Robertson for Grant after 76 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Graham Cooper Crowd: 4,381
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M A T C H  6  V  B R U M B I E S
F R I D A Y  2 . 4 . 2 0 2 1  A T  T H E  S Y D N E Y  C R I C K E T  G R O U N D

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 2
H Johnson-Holmes, W Harrison, J Ramm tries; W Harrison 2 goals, pen.goal

B R U M B I E S  2 4
T Banks, T Wright, A Muirhead, F Fainga'a tries; N Lolesio 2 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks 8. Will Harris

14. Alex Newsome (vc)  7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Izaia Perese 6. Hugh Sinclair 

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Max Douglas

11. James Ramm try 4. Jeremy Williams

10. Will Harrison try, 2 goals, pen.goal 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes try

9. Jake Gordon ©  2. Dave Porecki

1. Angus Bell

R E P L A C E M E N T S
16. Tom Horton for Porecki after 51 mins

20. Charlie Gamble* ** for Tizzano after 61 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Johnson-Holmes after 65 mins

19. Michael Wood* ** for Williams after 65 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Bell after 68 mins

2. Dave Porecki for Horton after 73 mins

21. Jack Grant Not Used

22. Tane Edmed Not Used

23. Mark Nawaqanitawase Not Used

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby 
Debut

Referee: Graham Cooper Crowd: 7,486
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M A T C H  7  V  W E S T E R N  F O R C E
S A T U R D A Y  1 7 . 4 . 2 0 2 1  A T  H B F  P A R K ,  P E R T H

N S W  W A R A T A H S  3 0
W Harris, J Maddocks, A Newsome tries; B Donaldson 3 goals, 3 pen.goals

W E S T E R N  F O R C E  3 1
T Robertson, F Kaitu'u, J Olowofela tries; D Miotti 2 goals, 3 pen.goals, drop goal

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks try 8. Will Harris try

14. Alex Newsome (vc)  try 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Izaia Perese 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Max Douglas

11. James Ramm 4. Hugh Sinclair

10. Ben Donaldson 3 goals, 3 pen.goals 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jake Gordon ©  2. Dave Porecki

1. Angus Bell

R E S E R V E S
19. Sam Caird for Douglas after 50 mins

16. Tom Horton for Porecki after 50 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Johnson-Holmes after 57 mins

20. Jeremy Williams for Sinclair after 59 mins

21. Charlie Gamble for Harris after 62 mins

18. Darcy Breen Not Used

22. Jack Grant Not Used

23. Tane Edmed Not Used

Referee: Amy Perrett Crowd: 9,253
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M A T C H  8  V  M E L B O U R N E  R E B E L S
S A T U R D A Y  2 4 . 4 . 2 0 2 1  A T  B A N K W E S T  S T A D I U M ,  P A R R A M A T T A

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 5
M Nawaqanitawase, J Maddocks, C Tizzano tries; B Donaldson 2 goals, 2 pen.goals

M E L B O U R N E  R E B E L S  3 6
S Ili, M Wells, R Leota, M Gibbon tries; M To'omua 2 goals, 4 pen.goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks try 8. Will Harris

14. Alex Newsome (vc) 7. Carlo Tizzano try

13. Izaia Perese 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Max Douglas

11. James Ramm 4. Jeremy Williams

10. Ben Donaldson 2 goals, 2 pen.goals 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jake Gordon ©  2. Dave Porecki

1. Angus Bell

Res: 25. Mark Nawaqanitawase try

R E S E R V E S
20. Sam Caird for Douglas after 19 mins (HIA)

25. Mark Nawaqanitawase for Ramm after 27 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Johnson-Holmes after 45 mins

21. Charlie Gamble for Tizzano after 58 mins

22. Jack Grant for Gordon after 67 mins

20. Sam Caird for Williams after 69 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Bell after 73 mins

23. Tane Edmed for Donaldson after 75 mins

16. Joe Cotton for Porecki after 76 mins

Referee: Nic Berry Crowd: 6,996



NSW Rugby Union Annual Report - 2021

M A T C H  9  V  H U R R I C A N E S
F R I D A Y  1 4 . 5 . 2 0 2 1  A T  T H E  S Y D N E Y  C R I C K E T  G R O U N D

N S W  W A R A T A H S  4 8
H Johnson-Holmes 2, A Newsome, A Bell, J Gordon, L Swinton, J Maddocks tries; B Donaldson 5 goals, pen.goal

H U R R I C A N E S  6 4
J Savea 2, B Proctor 2, J Barrett, D Coles, B Iose, P Umaga-Jensen, P Patafilo, A Aumua tries; J Barrett 7 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks try 8. Will Harris

14. Alex Newsome (vc) try 7. Charlie Gamble

13. Izaia Perese 6. Lachlan Swinton try

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Max Douglas

11. Mark Nawaqanitawase 4. Hugh Sinclair

10. Ben Donaldson 5 goals, pen.goal 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes 2 tries

9. Jake Gordon ©  try 2. Dave Porecki

1. Angus Bell try

R E S E R V E S
20. Carlo Tizzano for Harris after 62 mins

16. Joe Cotton for Porecki after 64 mins

22. Will Harrison for Nawaqanitawase after 64 mins

19. Jeremy Williams for Douglas after 65 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Johnson-Holmes after 67 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Bell after 71 mins

21. Jack Grant for Gordon after 75 mins

23. Tepai Moeroa for Perese after 75 mins

Referee: Nic Berry Crowd: 7,202
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M A T C H  1 0  V  B L U E S
S A T U R D A Y  2 2 . 5 . 2 0 2 1  A T  E D E N  P A R K ,  A U C K L A N D

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 1
A Bell, J Gordon, D Porecki tries; W Harrison 3 goals

B L U E S  4 8
penalty try, B Heem 3, T Robinson, K Eklund, R Ioane tries; O Black 4 goals, penalty goal

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Will Harrison 3 goals 8. Will Harris

14. Jack Maddocks 7. Charlie Gamble

13. Alex Newsome (vc) 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Max Douglas

11. James Turner* ** 4. Hugh Sinclair

10. Ben Donaldson 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jake Gordon ©  try 2. Dave Porecki try

1. Angus Bell try

R E S E R V E S
19. Jack Whetton for Douglas after 3 mins

21. Jack Dempsey for Whetton after 15 mins (HIA)

23. Mark Nawaqanitawase for Foketi after 23 mins

20. Carlo Tizzano for Gamble after 52 mins

21. Jack Dempsey for Harris after 56 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Swinton after 57 mins (Johnson-Holmes in sin-bin)

16. Joe Cotton for Porecki after 63 mins

17. Te Tera Faulkner for Johnson-Holmes after 68 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Bell after 75 mins

22. Jack Grant for Gordon after 75 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Brendon Pickerill Crowd: 10,212
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M A T C H  1 1  V  C R U S A D E R S
S A T U R D A Y  2 9 . 5 . 2 0 2 1  A T  W I N  S T A D I U M ,  W O L L O N G O N G

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 8
J Maddocks, I Perese, A Newsome tries; W Harrison 2 goals, 3 pen.goals

C R U S A D E R S  5 4
M Drummond, C Taylor, S Reece, D McLeod, S Barrett, L Fainga'anuku, B Hall, W Jordan tries; R Mo'unga 7 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Will Harrison 2 goals, 3 pen.goals 8. Will Harris

14. Jack Maddocks try 7. Jack Dempsey

13. Izaia Perese try 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Jack Whetton

11. Alex Newsome (vc) try 4. Jeremy Williams

10. Ben Donaldson 3. Harry Johnson-Holmes

9. Jake Gordon ©  2. Dave Porecki

1. Angus Bell

Res: 23. Ben Donaldson goal

R E S E R V E S
23. Mark Nawaqanitawase for Donaldson after 30 mins

19. Sam Caird for Whetton after 61 mins

20. Carlo Tizzano for Harris after 62 mins

18. Darcy Breen for Johnson-Holmes after 67 mins

16. Joe Cotton for Porecki after 73 mins

21. Jack Grant for Gordon after 73 mins

17. Chris Talakai Not Used

22. Tepai Moeroa Not Used

Referee: Graham Cooper Crowd: 5,486
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M A T C H  1 2  V  H I G H L A N D E R S
S A T U R D A Y  5 . 6 . 2 0 2 1  A T  F O R S Y T H  B A R R  S T A D I U M ,  D U N E D I N

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 3
J Maddocks, M Nawaqanitawase tries; W Harrison 2 goals, 3 pen.goals

H I G H L A N D E R S  5 9
E De Groot 2, J Nareki 2, M Collins, S Tomkinson, A Dixon, K Himeno, T Ben-Nicholas tries; M Hunt 7 goals

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Jack Maddocks try 8. Jack Dempsey

14. Alex Newsome (vc) 7. Carlo Tizzano

13. Izaia Perese 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Jack Whetton

11. Mark Nawaqanitawase try 4. Jeremy Williams

10. Will Harrison 2 goals, 3 pen.goals 3. Darcy Breen

9. Jake Gordon ©  2. Dave Porecki

1. Andrew Tuala

Res: 18. Harry Johnson-Holmes try

R E S E R V E S
16. Robbie Abel for Porecki after 28 mins

18. Chris Talakai for Breen after 46 mins

21. Rahboni Warren Vosayaco* ** for Tizzano after 53 mins

19. Sam Caird for Williams after 60 mins

17. Vunipola Fifita* ** for Tuala after 73 mins

20. Will Harris for Dempsey after 73 mins

23. Tane Edmed for Perese after 77 mins

22. Jack Grant for Gordon after 77 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Damon Murphy Crowd: n/a
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M A T C H  1 3  V  C H I E F S
S A T U R D A Y  1 2 . 6 . 2 0 2 1  A T  B R O O K V A L E  O V A L ,  S Y D N E Y

N S W  W A R A T A H S  7
M Nawaqanitawase try; W Harrison goal

C H I E F S  4 0
S Wainui 5, T Florence tries; B Gatland 4 goals; K Trask goal

P L A Y E R T A L L Y P L A Y E R T A L L Y
15. Mark Nawaqanitawase try 8. Rahboni Warren Vosayaco

14. Alex Newsome © 7. Jack Dempsey

13. Izaia Perese 6. Lachlan Swinton

12. Lalakai Foketi 5. Jack Whetton

11. James Ramm 4. Hugh Sinclair

10. Will Harrison goal 18. Chris Talakai

9. Jack Grant  2. Tom Horton

1. Andrew Tuala

R E S E R V E S
23. Tane Edmed for Perese after 11 mins

19. Sam Caird for Sinclair at half-time

16. Robbie Abel for Horton after 52 mins

17. Pek Cowan* ** for Tuala after 52 mins

Vunipola Fifita for Talakai after 52 mins

20. Jeremy Williams for Whetton after 54 mins

21. Will Harris for Dempsey after 64 mins

22. Henry Robertson for Foketi after 70 mins

5. Jack Whetton for Warren Vosayaco after 72 mins (HIA)

6. Lachlan Swinton Sent Off after 75 mins

*NSW State Debut

**NSW Waratahs Super Rugby Debut

Referee: Jordan Way Crowd: 5,641
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NSW WARATAHS ROOKE OF THE YEAR

Max Douglas

NSW WARATAHS BEST BACK

Jake Gordon

NSW WARATAHS BEST FORWARD

Lachlan Swinton

MATTHEW BURKE CUP WINNER

Izaia Perese

2 0 2 1  N S W  W A R A T A H S  A W A R D S

Photo: Getty Images
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A L L - T I M E  R E C O R D S

50 NSW Caps

Harry Johnson-Holmes v Western Force (Bankwest Stadium)

Alex Newsome v Brumbies (Sydney Cricket Ground)

Jack Dempsey v Crusaders (WIN Stadium)

20 NSW Tries

Jake Gordon v Hurricanes (Sydney Cricket Ground)

100 NSW Points

Jake Gordon v Hurricanes (Sydney Cricket Ground)

S U P E R  R U G B Y  R E C O R D S

50 Waratah Super Rugby Caps

Harry Johnson-Holmes v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)

Alex Newsome v Western Force (HBF Park)

Jack Dempsey v Crusaders (WIN Stadium)

100 Waratah Super Rugby Points

Jake Gordon v Blues (Eden Park)

50 Super Rugby Caps

Jack Maddocks v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium) (35 for 

Melbourne Rebels)

DEBUTANTS

#1687 Sam Caird v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1688 Izaia Perese v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1689 Jack Whetton v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1690 Tane Edmed v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1691 Jeremy Williams v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1692 Jack Grant v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1693 Sio Tatola v Queensland (Suncorp Stadium)

#1694 Triston Reilly v Brumbies (GIO Stadium)

#1695 Henry Robertson v Brumbies (GIO Stadium)

#1696 Darcy Breen v Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)

#1697 Max Douglas v Queensland (Stadium Australia)

#1698 Charlie Gamble v Brumbies (Sydney Cricket 

Ground)

#1699 Michael Wood v Brumbies (Sydney Cricket Ground)

#1700 James Turner v Blues (Eden Park)

#1701 Rahboni Warren Vosayaco v Highlanders (Forsyth 

Barr Stadium)

#1702 Vunipola Fifita v Highlanders (Forsyth Barr Stadium)

#1703 Pek Cowan v Chiefs (Brookvale Oval)

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 0 2 1  M I L E S T O N E S
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Individual All-time Records set in 2021

Jake Gordon 174th NSW captain v Queensland (Suncorp 

Stadium)

Alex Newsome 175th NSW captain v Brumbies (GIO 

Stadium)

Team All-time Records set in 2021

Highest losing score (48) v Hurricanes (Sydney Cricket 

Ground)

22,000 Points since 1882

Individual Super Rugby Records set in 2021

Will Harrison 9th most points (199)

Will Harrison 5th most goals (42) 

Will Harrison equal 7th most penalty goals (35) with Berrick 

Barnes

Jake Gordon 24th captain v Queensland (Suncorp 

Stadium)

Alex Newsome 25th captain v Brumbies (GIO Stadium)

Harry Johnson-Holmes most tries as prop (9)

Pek Cowan oldest on debut (35y 10d) v Chiefs (Brookvale 

Oval)

Sam Wykes 3rd oldest on debut (32y 10m 18d) v 

Melbourne Rebels (AAMI Park)

Jason Gilmore & Chris Whitaker 11th coach v Brumbies 

(Sydney Cricket Ground)

Team Super Rugby Records set in 2021

Highest losing score (48) v Hurricanes (Sydney Cricket 

Ground)

9000 Points since 1996
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Super Rugby Data

Played:

Won:

Lost:

Drawn:

Points For:

Points Against:

Team Tries:

Team Conversions:

Team Penalty Goals:

Team Drop Goals:

Players Took The Field:

13

0

13

0

265

557

31

25

20

0

42

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 0 2 1  S E A S O N  S T A T I S T I C S

Coach/es: 
Rob Penney (5 matches)

 Jason Gilmore & Chris Whitaker (8 matches)

Photo: John Flitcroft / Flitty Images
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Player Caps Run On Sub Not 
Used T G PG DG Pts

Robbie Abel 2 2

Angus Bell 9 8 1 2 10

Darcy Breen 8 1 7 1

Sam Caird 10 5 5

Joe Cotton 4 4

Pek Cowan 1 1

Jack Dempsey 8 7 1

Ben Donaldson 5 5 10 6 38

Max Douglas 6 5 1

Tane Edmed 8 8 2 2 4

Te Tera Faulkner 10 3 7

Vunipola Fifita 2 2

Lalakai Foketi 10 9 1

George Francis 1

Charlie Gamble 5 2 3

Jake Gordon 8 8 3 15

Jack Grant 11 5 6 2

Will Harris 10 8 2 2 10

Will Harrison 11 10 1 1 13 14 73

Tom Horton 8 3 5

Harry Johnson-Holmes 11 11 4 20

Jack Maddocks 12 12 6 30

N S W  W A R A T A H S  2 0 2 1  M I L E S T O N E S
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Player Caps Run On Sub Not 
Used T G PG DG Pts

Tepai Moeroa 4 3 1 1

Mark Nawaqanitawase 11 6 5 1 3 15
Alex Newsome 13 13 3 15
Izaia Perese 9 9 1 5

Dave Porecki 12 10 2 2 10

James Ramm 9 9 1 5
Triston Reilly 2 2

Henry Robertson 4 4 1

Hugh Sinclair 10 8 2

Lachlan Swinton 10 10 1 5

Chris Talakai 3 1 2 1

Sio Tatola 3 3

Tiaan Tauakipulu

Carlo Tizzano 12 9 3 1 5
Andrew Tuala 2 2
James Turner 1 1
Joey Walton 1 1
Rahboni Warren 
Vosayaco 2 1 1

Jack Whetton 7 5 2

Jeremy Williams 11 4 7 1 1 5

Michael Wood 1 1

Sam Wykes 2 1 1

Penalty Try
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The Super W competition provided the opportunity 

to show the depth of talent in NSW and created the 

platform for many players to experience a higher level 

of competition. This was highlighted with 10 players 

receiving their first Cap for the NSW Waratahs, with all 

players coming through the Chikarovski Cup Pathway 

program. On the final day the reporting period, NSW had 

over 65 players representing between the NSW Waratahs 

Women’s, Presidents XV and Super W select teams.

Arabella McKenzie won the Super W player of the year 

award, steering the side brilliantly at flyhalf in 2021. 

McKenzie was leading point scorer in the competition 

scoring 39 points in three matches including a personal 

tally of 15 points in the Super W Final.

Margot Vella was named the squad’s Rookie of the Year 

after scoring three tries in three matches in her debut 

season including two in the Grand Final.

Maya Stewart took out the Super W’s Best Back award 

and continued her try scoring form in the 2021 campaign. 

Stewart found the try line seven times this season and has 

now scored an incredible 19 tries in just 12 games since 

making her Super W debut.

Emily Chancellor was named Best Forward with one of the 

squad’s most experienced players acknowledged for her 

incredible work at the breakdown and work rate around 

the park.

The efforts of all staff and players to make this 

competition go ahead and be able to compete the way 

they did should be acknowledged across the business. 

Following the tournament 21 players were selected in the 

Wallaroos squad.  Kaitlin Leaney and Margot Vella were 

first time inclusions after debuting for NSW in this year’s 

Super W competition for the first time. 

The NSW Waratahs Women successfully defended their 

Super W title, defeating the Queensland Reds 45-12 in the 

final to take out the Buildcorp Super W trophy in 2021. The 

win saw NSW Waratahs Women remain undefeated for 

the fourth consecutive year.

The season began with a win against Queensland Reds 

in Brisbane in June, however a worsening of the Covid 

outbreak meant the competition headed to Coffs 

Harbour where the teams could create a bubble to 

enable the tournament to continue in a modified format. 

Once in Coffs Harbour all players and staff were isolated 

in the resort, training and having meals all within the 

complex. 

With the withdrawal of the Western Force due to Covid 

restrictions during the competition, a President’s XV was 

added to the Super W tournament. Within the President’s 

XV, 19 of the 27 players were from New South Wales’ club 

teams. Of those players, 5 were from regional NSW clubs 

with 14 from Jack Scott Cup Clubs.
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Scorers: M Stewart 4, P Duck, M Vella, M Murphy 

tries; A McKenzie 5 goals; P Piliae goal

Referee: James Palmer

Venue: Bottomley Park, QLD

M A T C H  1
1 9 / 6 / 2 0 2 1

R E D S  2 6  –  W A R A T A H S  4 7

Waratahs Line-up:

1. Emily Robinson

2. Adiana Talakai

3. Eva Karpani

4. Kaitlan Leaney

5. Sera Naiqama

6. Piper Duck

7. Emily Chancellor

8. Grace Hamilton (c)

9. Iliseva Batibasaga

10. Arabella McKenzie

11. Margot Vella

12. Katrina Barker

13. Georgina Friedrichs

14. Maya Stewart

15. Mahalie Murphy 

Reserves:

16. Penelope Leiataua

17. Faliki Pohiva

18. Bridie O’Gorman

19. Sabine Blackman

20. Fi Jones

21. Ashleigh Walker

22. Pauline Piliae

23. Layne Morgan Photo: Getty Images
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Venue: C.ex Coffs International Stadium, NSW

M A T C H  2
2 7 / 6 / 2 0 2 1

W A R A T A H S  -  F O R C E
( M A T C H  C A N C E L L E D )

Photo: Dave Molloy
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A McKenzie 2, M Stewart 2 tries; B McKenzie 2 

goals

Referee: Petrus van Aswegen

Venue: C.ex Coffs International Stadium

M A T C H  3
3 0 / 6 / 2 0 2 1

W A R A T A H S  2 4  –  B R U M B I E S  3

Waratahs Line-up:

1. Emily Robinson

2. Adiana Talakai

3. Bridie O’Gorman

4. Kaitlan Leaney

5. Sera Naiqama

6. Fi Jones

7. Emilt Chancellor

8. Grace Hamilton (c)

9. Layne Morgan

10. Pauline Piliae

11. Margot Vella

12. Katrina Barker

13. Geirgina Friedrichs

14. Maya Stewart

15. Arabella McKenzie 

Reserves:

16. Eva Karpani

17. Brianna Hoy

18. Penelope Leiataua

19. Sabine Blackman

20. Skye Churchill

21. Nicole Nathan

22. Iliseva Batibasaga

23. Georgina Tuipulotu Photo: Getty Images
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Scorers: M Stewart, E Karpani, M Vella 2, A 

Mckenzie, M Murphy, E Chancellor tries; A 

McKenzie 5 goals

Referee: Tyler Miller

Venue: Sydney University No 2 Football Ground

M A T C H  4  -  G R A N D  F I N A L
3 / 7 / 2 0 2 1

W A R A T A H S  4 5  -  R E D S  1 2

Waratahs Line-up:

1. Emily Robinson

2. Adiana Talakai

3. Eva Karpani

4. Kaitlan Leaney

5. Sera Naiqama

6. Piper Duck

7. Emily Chancellor

8. Grace Hamilton (c)

9. Iliseva Batibasaga

10. Arabella McKenzie

11. Margot Vella

12. Katrina Barker

13. Georgina Friedrichs

14. Maya Stewart

15. Mahalia Murphy 

Reserves:

16. Penelope Leiataua

17. Brianna Hoy

18. Bridie O’Gorman

19. Skye Churchill

20. Fi Jones

21. Ashleigh Walker

22. Pauline Piliae

23. Layne Morgan Photo: Dave Molloy
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NSW WARATAHS WOMEN ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

Margot Vella

NSW WARATAHS WOMEN BEST BACK

Maya Stewart

NSW WARATAHS BEST FORWARD

Emily Chancellor

NSW WARATAHS WOMEN PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Arabella McKenzie

2 0 2 1  N S W  W A R A T A H S  W O M E N  A W A R D S
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C O U N T R Y  Z O N E 
P R E M I E R S  2 0 2 1
Zone Grade Winners

Grand Finals

Central Coast Not awarded

Central North Not awarded

Central West -  

Blowes Cup (Tier 1)
1st Grade Cowra Eagles

2nd Grade Orange Emus

3rd Grade Orange Emus

Colts Orange City

Westfund Ferguson’s Cup Women Bathurst Bulldogs

New Holland Cup 1st Grade Parkes Boars

2nd Grade Mudgee Wombats

Westfund North Cup 1st Grade Narromine Gorrilas

Oils Plus South 1st Grade Cootamundra Tri-Colours

Oils Plus North 1st Grade Temora Tuskerettes 
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Zone Grade Winners

Grand Finals

Far North Coast Not awarded

Hunter 

(Minor premiers awarded only)

Toohey’s Cup 
Premier 1 Merewether Carlton Rugby Club 

Tooheys Cup 
Premier 2 Wanderers Rugby

Tooheys Cup 
Premier 3 Merewether Carlton Rugby Club 

Piddington Cup 
Women’s XV The Waratahs Rugby Union Club 

Piddington Cup 
Divisional Easts-Rugby Club 

Friday Night 4s Merewether Carlton

Illawarra Not awarded

Mid-North Coast

1st Grade 
Minor Premiers Hastings Valley Vikings

2nd Grade 
Minor Premiers Kempsey Cannoballs

U18 
Minor Premiers Coffs Snappers

Women’s Coffs Snappers

Western Plains Not awarded
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The 2021 season started with high hopes and 

the expectation that a full season was ahead. 

Unfortunately, this was not the case with Covid 

once again bringing sport to a grinding halt across 

the Sydney, Illawarra and Central Coast zones from 

late June. All other Zones and competitions were 

affected before seasons end as well, impacting 

community rugby’s ability to deliver not only 

competition but grassroots programs.  

While 2020 saw a revival of sport towards the end 

of the season, 2021 impact of Covid towards the 

tail end of the sport meant that ‘winter’ sports ran 

out of time to deliver competitions and programs 

post lockdown.  Sadly, for the first time since World 

War II, many Premierships were not awarded and 

representative seasons were again impacted.  

NSW Rugby Union Clubs, players, volunteers and 

coaches showed incredible resilience for a second 

consecutive season, during a time of constant 

change.  It was arguably a busier time for club 

officials who were dealing with the ongoing 

uncertainty around competitions and on behalf of 

NSWRU we thank all those who continued to give 

their time generously to support their Clubs and 

communities. 

While 2020 saw two key words used to sum of the 

season, adaptability and innovation, 2021 was about 

resilience and patience.
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Introduced during 2021, free Membership for all 

registered junior players to NSW Waratah home 

games became automated with their Club 

registration.  NSW Government Active Kids Voucher 

continued with over 85% of junior families using it to 

offset their registration.  

Rugby Australia in partnership with new broadcast 

partner Channel 9, as well as with other media 

outlets, implemented a new national registration 

campaign designed to get more people involved in 

community rugby across the country. 

Building on the success of initiatives introduced 

during the 2020 Covid lockdowns, such as coaching 

podcasts, e-learning and courses for referees and 

coaches, zoom AGMs and committee meetings, 

NSWRU was able to adapt and build on ways in 

which the sport is delivered across the State.     

While there have been some slight increases 

within junior participation, overall NSWRU regular 

participation numbers are 5 percent less than pre-

Covid times. NSWRU is working hard to return to pre-

Covid participation levels.

Encouragingly junior player participation saw an 

increase of 2% in country regions of New South 

Wales.  However, this was off-set by a decrease in 

adult participation across the State.  

Thanks to The Rugby Club Foundation (TRCF) for their 

support of the NSW Development Officer program, 

with the support of NSW Country Rugby, additional 

Development Officers were appointed in the Mid 

North Coast, Far North Coast, Illawarra and Sydney 

regions.  TRCF provided more than $450,000 in 

support across 25 grassroots initiatives throughout 

2021.  

After a long hiatus and with an approved Return 

to Play protocol, rugby returned in November 

and December 2021 with new Rugby 7s initiatives 

proceeding across the State which provided an 

opportunity for those keen to get their “rugby fix” for 

the year.  

The Community department farewelled two long 

time serving staff members with the retirement of 

Ron Mancell (Referees) and Garry Walsh (Central 

North & New England Development Manager).  

NSWRU wish both all the best, with confidence they 

will continue to be involved in rugby, in an albeit 

different role, for many years to come. 

Thanks to all the volunteers including the coaches, 

club administrators, referees, referee coaches as 

well as affiliate committee’s who strive to ensure 

that everyone has access to rugby in a safe and 

enjoyable environment.
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• RUGBY streaming. 

• All six Shute Shield games were streamed 

live weekly on Stan with free to air 

opportunities during the minor premiership 

and finals series.  

• Live streaming of grassroots rugby 

particularly Suburban Rugby, Jack Scott 

Cup Women, as well as Junior, School and 

Country Representative fixtures continued 

to grow.  It not only provides more rugby 

content to fans of the game, but also 

provides commercial opportunities across 

the sport.  

• Female participation Regular registered female 

players continues to increase year on year, with 

2021 seeing an increase of 7 percent to 4518.  

• 20 Participants completed their Level 3 

Emerging Coach Talent Program with an 

additional 20 coaches starting their Level 3 

journey in October.

• 227 minis teams played in the SJRU inter-district 

Mini Gala Day across Sydney in June.  

• An inaugural Girls XVs competition kicked off 

with 8 teams across two age groups.

• A new CHS Sports High Schools XVs Competition 

launched during the year. 

• NSW Rugby Union U15 and U17s 7s State 

Championships were held in Forster in 

November.  Pleasingly, 55 boys and girl’s teams 

participated.

• NSW Waratahs Central West Tour saw the team 

attend 28 Clubs, 4 schools and the Central West 

representative training, open skills and drills 

session in Orange for 100 locals.



COMPETITIONS
COMPETITION BY THE NUMBERS RESULTS
State 7s Championships 

(U15s and U17s boys and girls 

only)

55 teams WINNERS:

U15 Girls: Manly

U15 Boys: Manly

U17 Girls: Randwick

U17 Boys: Warringah

State Junior Championships 172 teams WINNERS:

U12 Boys: Warringah

U13 Boys: Two Blues

U14 Boys: Penrith

U14 Girls: Two Blues

U15 Boys: Manly

U16 Boys: Gordon

U16 Girls: Penrith & Coomera

U18 Boys: Randwick

U18 Girls: Sydney Uni 

NSW Country Championships 20 teams WINNERS:

Caldwell Cup: Central West

Richardson Shield: 

Mid North Coast

Thomson Cup: Central West

Rowland Cup Colts: Newcastle/Hunter

Suburban Finals Not Awarded 

Sydney Women’s Rugby Not Awarded

Sydney Rugby Union Not Awarded

Primary and Secondary School 7s Not Awarded

NSW Schools 16s Champions Not Awarded
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Now in its fifth year, the NSW Positive Rugby 

Foundation (PRF) continues to be the official 

charity and social impact program of NSW Rugby 

Union (NSWRU). The vision of the PRF is to utilise 

rugby’s values, qualities and characteristics to 

make a positive difference to people and rugby 

communities.

Despite the many challenges faced by many during 

2021, the PRF continued to work hard to ensure the 

support of its donors and partners were invested to 

best support community rugby.

The Rugby for Good community rugby projects and 

strategic priorities during 2021 included:
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Women’s Rugby

The NSW PRF is committed to raising funds to 

support the growth of Women’s Rugby in New 

South Wales. NSWRU’s vision is to grow female 

participation to more than 20 percent of the 

rugby playing population. This will be achieved 

by establishing a female team in every Club and 

school across the State.
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Schools & Junior Rugby

Rugby is a great educational vehicle for young 

boys and girls.  It plays a role in the development 

of life skills which also contribute to a young 

person’s social, emotional, and physical 

wellbeing.  The NSW Positive Rugby Foundation is 

working to ensure rugby, rich in life lessons and life 

skills, is adequately supported in both traditional 

and non-traditional rugby playing schools, as 

well as local Junior Clubs. The goal is to broaden 

the availability, quality, and impact of rugby for 

children throughout New South Wales.

 

NSWRU Waratah Your Scholarship Program

NSW Rugby Union’s Waratah Youth Scholarship 

Program is designed to financially support and 

develop talented players across the State to 

provide the best training and resources. The aim 

is to introduce them to the semi-professional 

system already identified. The Scholarship 

Program will assist rugby players who might not 

have the ability to join the program due to their 

economic circumstances and support the player’s 

participation in a representative environment so 

they can achieve their full potential.

Country Rugby Coach Development

The NSW PRF is working with NSW Country Rugby 

Union to generate funds to invest in coach 

education in regional and rural New South Wales. 

The Country Rugby Union is made up of 9 zones 

with over 200 clubs, more than 30,000 players 

and volunteers covering 80 percent of regional 

and rural NSW. As one of the largest and most 

important groups of the NSW rugby community, 

the need to apply a comprehensive fundraising 

campaign to support coach education in these 

areas is vital.

Mental Health – Start Talkin, Get Talkin, Keep Talkin

Working with our Mental Health partner batyr, 

NSW PRF aims to create a conversation – Start 

Talkin’, Get Talkin’, Keep Talkin’ - a program about 

mental health with young people. The vision is to 

utilise rugby’s values, qualities, and characteristics 

to make a positive difference to people and 

communities as well as to ensure Rugby Clubs 

provide a safe environment.

Rugby - Tackle Life

Supported by Multicultural NSW and in partnership 

with Creating Chances, Rugby - Tackle Life is 

a collaboration that will engage more than 

2,000 young people to promote participation, 

leadership and inclusive communities through 

the values, qualities and skills developed when 

playing, coaching, and administering Rugby 

Union.

All the programs and initiatives would not be 

possible without the tremendous support of the 

NSW Positive Rugby Foundation donors and 

corporate partners, for which NSW Rugby Union 

shares its many thanks.
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6. 
Obituaries

NSW Rugby Waratahs would like to acknowledge the following 

players who represented NSW Waratahs, and sadly passed away 

in 2021:

Mac Hughes 9 caps 1953-57
Sam Domoni 51 caps 1994-99
John Edwards 2 caps 1958-61
Jim Phipps 11 caps 1953-57
Alan Cardy 6 caps 1966-68
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8. Finances











PricewaterhouseCoopers, ABN 52 780 433 757  
One International Towers Sydney, Watermans Quay, Barangaroo NSW 2000, GPO BOX 2650 Sydney NSW 2001 
T: +61 2 8266 0000, F: +61 2 8266 9999, www.pwc.com.au 
Level 11, 1PSQ, 169 Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150, PO Box 1155 Parramatta NSW 2124 
T: +61 2 9659 2476, F: +61 2 8266 9999, www.pwc.com.au  

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

Auditor’s Independence Declaration 

As lead auditor for the audit of New South Wales Rugby Union Ltd for the year ended 31 December 
2021, I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief, there have been:  

(a) no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements of the Corporations Act 2001 in
relation to the audit; and

(b) no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit.

This declaration is in respect of New South Wales Rugby Union Ltd and the entities it controlled during 
the period. 

James McElvogue Sydney 
Partner 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 

20 April 2022 
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

Independent auditor’s report 

To the members of New South Wales Rugby Union Ltd 

Our opinion 
In our opinion: 

The accompanying financial report of New South Wales Rugby Union Ltd (the Company) and its 
controlled entities (together the Group) is in accordance with the Corporations Act 2001, including: 

(a) giving a true and fair view of the Group's financial position as at 31 December 2021 and of its
financial performance for the year then ended

(b) complying with Australian Accounting Standards - Simplified Disclosures and the Corporations
Regulations 2001.

What we have audited 
The Group financial report comprises: 

• the consolidated balance sheet as at 31 December 2021
• the consolidated statement of comprehensive income for the year then ended
• the consolidated statement of changes in equity for the year then ended
• the consolidated statement of cash flows for the year then ended
• the notes to the consolidated financial statements, which include significant accounting policies

and other explanatory information
• the directors’ declaration.

Basis for opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under 
those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial 
report section of our report. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion. 

Independence 
We are independent of the Group in accordance with the auditor independence requirements of the 
Corporations Act 2001 and the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional & Ethical 
Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including Independence 
Standards) (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also 
fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 

We confirm that the independence declaration required by the Corporations Act 2001, which has been 
given to the directors of the Company, would be in the same terms if given to the directors as at the 
time of this auditor’s report.  
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Other information 
The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the 
information included in the annual report for the year ended 31 December 2021, but does not include 
the financial report and our auditor’s report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information 
and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial 
report or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed on the other information that we obtained prior to the date of 
this auditor’s report, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are 
required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the directors for the financial report 
The directors of the Company are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a 
true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards  - Simplified Disclosures and 
the Corporations Act 2001 and for such internal control as the directors determine is necessary to 
enable the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing the ability of the Group to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the Group or to cease 
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 
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Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that 
an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material 
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic 
decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial report. 

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial report is located at the Auditing 
and Assurance Standards Board website at: 
http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar3.pdf. This description forms part of our auditor's 
report. 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 

James McElvogue Sydney 
Partner 21 April 2022 

http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar3.pdf
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