Respecting Pacific Island
Culture and War Dances

GET INTO
RUGBY ,
SCHOOLS



Where is Rugby played across the Pacific?
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® Beautiful Pacific

Source: http.//www.beautifulpacific.com/south-pacific-islands.php

A full list of Pacific Island Rugby playing countries can be found on the Federation of Oceania Rugby
Unions website



http://www.oceaniarugby.com/
http://www.beautifulpacific.com/south-pacific-islands.php

What is life like in some of the Pacific Island Rugby
countries?

What is the Rugby story in these videos about?
What seems to be similar and different about one or more of these cultures and Australian culture/way of life?

Why is it important to value/appreciate other cultures?


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tiTEYbqL17g&list=PLlxAWkNFRFy4T0gG3cQGaxuFdPD9TXeYq
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azKzeJ9bsaY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlAsufBTtNA

How might schools in the Pacific be similar or different to
yours?




Celebrating Pacific Island culture through Rugby war dances

At most international Rugby events, we are spoiled for
cultural

diversity and richness when we witness a Pacific Island
Rugby

team perform an amazing war dance before their match.

View one or more of the following amazing war dances:
NZ Haka

Samoan Siva Tau

Tongan Sipi Tau

Fiji iBOLE

Cook Islands war dance



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5hP0kBQxB0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eev6_3eYRzM

What did the war dances look, sound and feel like?
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Source: http://www.itcpublications.com/thinking _tool tmplts_split y chart



What impact might the war dances have on players and
fans?




Cultural significance of the Haka

The Haka is part of New Zealanders’ national identity.

The Haka:

 is a traditional ancestral war cry, dance and/or challenge
from the Maori people of New Zealand

 is performed by a group of men, women, mixed groups or
children

* includes vigorous movements and stamping of the feet
with rhythmically shouted words

» can be performed for amusement, to welcome
distinguished guests, to bid farewell to the dead, or to

acknowledge great achievements or occasions This feature explores the Haka icon, history, artform and
. renaissance. Click on the image above or go to:
* ISseenasa Cha”enge thrown down by the A” BIaCkS to http://farm1.nzstatic.com/visit/feature/haka/en/index_content.

their opponents. htm


http://farm1.nzstatic.com/visit/feature/haka/en/index_content.html
http://farm1.nzstatic.com/visit/feature/haka/en/index_content.html

What else do you know about Pacific Island culture?

Ceremonies?
Indigenous languages?
Music?

Tattoos?

PACIFIC STORIES LEARNING : ¥ > INTERACTIVE MaAP

> TEACHERS GUIDE

> HOME TEACHERS GUIDE

Home : Teachers Guide : Culture

CULTURE

HUMAN HAIR WIGS

Papua Mew Guinea is famous for body painting and elahorate headdress designs that require many hours spent
applying face colour and markings.

Fierce warrier men from the Highlands weave wigs from human hair and decorate them with objects found in their
envirenment (e feathers and beetles).

These traditicnal decorations are an important part of ceremonial life in the country.

Photo credit

HOT TOPIC BIKINI

[ B ‘-r.._§§ Four days before one-time car engineer Louis Reard was to show the world his new bikini in Paris, the U.S. Military
exploded a nuclear device near several small islands in the Pacific known as ‘Bikini Atoll" in July 1844,
e e E i - - -

Find out more at Pacific Stories Learning.



http://www.pacificstories.com.au/facts_culture.html
http://www.pacificstories.com.au/facts_culture.html

Worksheet fun

Phato stories ) Develop a quiz — Pacific Island countries ; Advertise the Pacific Islanders® match!
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Assessment idea: Lower Primary

Dance and sing along to one of the Pacific Island Rugby war dances i.e.

« NZ Haka

e Samoan Siva Tau
 Tongan Sipi Tau

* Fiji i BOLE

 Cook Islands war dance



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eev6_3eYRzM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7apk-Ixuvs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ko7mQkYZsvI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBEwTB-y7v4

Assessment idea: Middle Primary ArRRIVE

$§?§§x§
« Make up a class war dance to represent their class group’s beliefs,
xftlgtx

traditions, and culture which could be performed atthe 5282 52 555 52 37

upcoming Rugby carnival. ”5‘?’??“32‘"% * &
| 5. gt

« Create words for the war dance. Your war dance could be about:

a legend or story from school, church, or in the community; playing

Rugby; being with friends; the class group’s skills e.g. physical strength, speed, ball skills etc.

« Sounds that could go with the words e.g. traditional and other instruments, popular songs, use of
body parts e.g. clapping, humming, clicking, stamping.

« Create dance movements to go with the words and sounds. The dance could either match the
words and sounds or be a series of vigorous movements like the Haka.



Assessment idea: Upper Primary

Debate the topic “Rugby team war dances deserve everyone’s respect”.

For support with debating skills, see: http://www.actdu.org.au/archives/actein_site/basicskills.html#teamline.



http://www.actdu.org.au/archives/actein_site/basicskills.html
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