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B R E A K D O W NSEASON 2019, ISSUE 1
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Connal McInerney kicks off the 
Getting to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus 
Andy Muirhead tells us his favourite things and Lachlan 
McCaffrey reveals his first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
Get the inside scoop on the Grassroots competitions, the 
latest information from our Community Department, plus 
Super W and Academy updates. 

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome Melbourne Rebels to GIO 
Stadium today and take a look ahead at the action on the 
field as well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Melbourne Rebels? Find 
out all you need to know about today’s opposition, their 
form and tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in 
stats and a pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper Ewen McKenzie, take a trip back in time 
to 2004 and recall the day that the 1956 South Africans 
visited the capital. 

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS

Good evening everyone and welcome 
to GIO Stadium for the first game of the 
2019 Super Rugby season. After a good 
pre-season, we are very much looking 
forward to taking on the Rebels tonight 
in what is sure to be an exciting match 
against quality opposition. 

We welcome our new signings, some 
of whom you will see in action tonight. 
We have been very pleased with the 
way the new boys have integrated into 
our group and quickly settled in to the 
Brumbies Family. That’s a credit to the 
individuals and the rest of our group.

We have been happy with the way we 
have started the season in our trial 
games with two wins over the Rebels and 
the Waratahs. Both matches showed 
the different characteristics of the team 
and asked questions of the group under 
pressure. Offensively, we have had 
some good passages, and scored some 

nice tries and we will be aiming to repeat 
that throughout the season. 

I mentioned after the fixture in Goulburn 
that I’d need a box of Nurofen to deal 
with the selection headaches presented 
to me after the trials. Everyone involved 
put their hand up to be involved in the 
Matchday twenty-three. It was extremely 
tough to leave players out but it’s a long 
season and everyone will have their part 
to play. Whilst tonight, 23 players will take 
the field as a group we understand that all 
40 players contribute from one week to 
the next.

It’s great to be back here at GIO Stadium 
for another season, it really is an excellent 
venue to play at. You can play your part, 
as always, by getting behind the boys and 
creating a lively atmosphere. The players 
do appreciate your loyal support and we 
aim to repay your faith by playing rugby 
the Brumbies way. Enjoy the game.
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this week is with Connal 
McInerney. Find out about how the Brumbies hooker’s 
incredible rugby journey was changed by the simple matter 
of two phone calls. 

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have a selection of favourite 
things. Each week we ask a member of the team to tell us 
there’s. Today we find out all about Andy Muirhead. 

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies First and Last were? 
Check out our new feature where the stars spill the beans. 
This week we chat to Lachlan McCaffrey. 

SUPER W PRE-SEASON
Brumbies Women secure a 19-5 win over the Rebels as 
they prepare for the new Super W campaign. 
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MAKING 
THE DREAMS 
COME TRUE
It took just three phone calls in the 
space of eleven weeks to make Connal 
McInerney’s dreams come true, but the 
Canberra kid’s journey to Super Rugby 
was far more difficult than that. Difficult, 
but inspiring, and now in his first full 
season as a member of the Plus500 
Brumbies, McInerney is only growing in 
stature, his form in black and red for the 
Canberra Vikings serving as the perfect 
springboard for the season to come. 

A product of St. Mary McKillop and 
Erindale College, McInerney had his 
beginnings in Vikings colours, tearing it 
up for Tuggeranong in the local scene as 
a youth. Rugby was more than a pastime 
for Connal, even as a youngster. 

“Rugby was my thing, from the age of 
16 I knew that’s what I wanted to do,” 

McInerney said in an exclusive interview 
for ‘Breakdown’. “I was just training, 
putting everything else on the backburner 
just so I could reach my potential. I knew I 
had to be the hardest trainer and commit 
fully to my footy, leave nothing to luck.”
Representative honours followed for 
McInerney, his work being rewarded with 
two gold jerseys, one at Schoolboy level 
and the other with the Junior Wallabies. 
Super Rugby was the natural next step, 
but post the U20 World Cup, McInerney 
started to doubt himself, taking that step 
proving far more difficult than he had first 
hoped. 

“I think I wasn’t in the right head space 
at the time,” McInerney recalled. “There 
was a lot of negative thoughts, and I lost 
all my confidence, mostly because of this 
shoulder injury I had. I was told I would 

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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progress through the system and that 
sort of slipped away and over the next 
few years I just played club footy and had 
to face the fact that it may not happen 
for me.”

Those years in clubland proved to be 
fruitful for McInerney, a premiership 
with his new club Royals in 2017 put 
the Brumbies hooker back in the shop 
window, but it never led to a Super call-
up. Dismayed, McInerney moved to 
Sydney in the summer of 2017, leaving 
behind family, friends and one dream 
that had been a constant throughout 
his life; to run out at GIO Stadium as a 
Brumby. 

Though the Brumbies were now in 
McInerney’s rear-view mirror, rugby 
remained part of his plans, signing up 
to play with Easts in the Shute Shield, 
Sydney’s premier competition. “I saw 
myself settling in to that Shute Shield 
level,” McInerney said. “At that time, 
my goals were a lot lower than I had 
as a young player and I thought I might 
be playing club footy for the rest of my 
career.”

As tough as that was to take for McInerney, 
he chose to accept it and move on 
with his life and began the mental-
transition almost every dreamer must 
make when the real-world eventually 
comes calling. However, as fictional War-
Hero, Ping-Pong Champion, Fish-Boat 
Captain, running enthusiast and Investor 
extraordinaire, Forrest Gump put it: “Life 

is like a box of chocolates; you never 
know what you’re gonna get.”

Well it was Forrest who relayed it, but 
it was his Momma who always said it. If 
Forrest was talking about McInerney’s 
life specifically, it would change to this: 
“Rugby is like a box of chocolates, you 
never know when injuries will give you 
a chance to play for the Brumbies.” Or 
something like that, something far more 
profound, but that is what happened. 
With Josh Mann-Rea and Folau Fainga’a 
unavailable for the Brumbies first 
preseason game against the Rebels, Dan 
McKellar flicked through his contacts, 
and found McInerney’s name, inviting 
him down to train for the week. 

McInerney’s reaction was not of instant 
joy and self-ratification. Having been 
scorned by rugby for so many years, 



it wasn’t easy for Connal to return to 
Canberra. “There was a lot of mixed 
emotions,” McInerney commented 
about his sudden call-up. “I wanted to be 
a bit stubborn about it. I wanted to go, 
maybe I don’t want to do this anymore. 
I thought I was just making up numbers. 
I just thought, I’ll come down, train for 
the week and play and I just remember 
thinking I’ve got nothing to lose. 

“Worst come’s to worse I don’t play 
well, and I go back to club footy, which 
I was happy with at the time. I played 
the trial and ended up going quite well. 
Then Dan asked me to join the squad 
for the Brisbane Tens and again, I played 
reasonably well there. After that, still I 
thought, that was it, I’ve made up the 
number here and went back to club 
footy thinking, I enjoyed that but that 
was it. It wasn’t until the second call 
when [McKellar] said if you come down 
this week you’ll likely be on the bench 
against the Sharks. I thought then, wow, 
I’ve actually got a shot at Super Rugby 
here.”

That call came after Mann-Rea left the 
field in Melbourne with a clean hamstring-
tear. Almost instantly, McInerney’s phone 
began to light up and, as described by 
Chris Dutton in the Canberra Times, “his 
stomach filled with nerves.” McInerney 
must have known the call from McKellar 
was coming and when it did, this time he 
jumped at the chance, having been told 
the likelihood was that he’d be sitting on 
the bench when the Brumbies took on the 
Sharks for their first home game of the 
season that Saturday. 

The dream debut in any one our heads 
is a) to start and b) to make some 
memorable play, score a try, whack 
someone in a tackle, anything. Connal 
didn’t get really get a chance to make that 
happen, coming on in the 77th minute 
for Fainga’a in a hard-fought win. Still, 
on that day, McInerney became Brumby 
#204, a number which will never be taken 
from him. However, the prospect of never 
adding a second Brumbies cap became 
a very real one for Connal when Robbie 
Abel returned to fitness for the Waratahs 



clash a week later, and though he would 
stick around HQ for training, the dream 
was slipping away, yet again. Except this 
time it was different. Years of reflection 
and thought, plus the move away from 
home had given McInerney a greater 
perspective on rugby and life. 

“I didn’t play my best footy in Sydney, 
but I was just trying to enjoy it more, I 
was much more relaxed, and that taught 
me a lot about myself, “McInerney said. 
“Because of that, nothing really changed 
for me when I got back in the [Brumbies] 
system, because I just wasn’t worrying 
about rugby as much. I don’t put half as 
much pressure on myself as I used to.”

Six weeks went by without a as much as 
a whisper of game time for McInerney, 
with Fainga’a launching himself to a new 
level and Abel providing his usual solidity 
from the reserves. That all changed when 
the Brumbies set sail for South Africa. 
That tour would set a series of events in 
motion that would alter his career, yet 
as the Brumbies boarded the plane for 

Johannesburg, McInerney wasn’t on it. 
He was still in Sydney. Then, once again, 
McInerney got the call to pack his bags, 
except this time it wasn’t for the three 
hour trip down the Hume Highway, he 
was on the next flight to SA after Robbie 
Abel went down injured in training. 

Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin ended up 
getting a few minutes against the Lions 
deputising for Fainga’a at hooker, giving 
McInerney time to fathom where he 
would be making his second Brumbies 
appearance. Loftus Versfeld is the truest 
of the Rugby cauldron’s in World Rugby. 
In fact, it’s one of the few that remain in 
the modern era, a place where players 
are genuinely moved by the environment 
they’re in, both positively and negatively. 
McInerney stood up to the challenge, 
giving an excellent account of himself in 
Pretoria in what was a famous win for 
the Brumbies, their comeback in that 
game made more incredible by the fact 
they were done to 14 players for the last 
quarter. 



10

Down a man because of a Fainga’a 
red card, a suspension loomed for the 
then soon-to-be Wallaby, and with 
Abel likely to be unfit to start the next 
game, McInerney boarded the return 
flight home knowing he was likely to be 
running out at GIO that next weekend, 
as a starter. The players returned to 
Canberra, and Abel’s health improved. 
As the week progressed, Fainga’a’s 
availability was confirmed, a one-week 
ban the punishment for the incident at 
Loftus. 

Abel’s status was still up in the air, training 
well during the week but still struggling 
with a niggling ankle injury. On Thursday, 
the call was made, McInerney was in, 
selected to start against the Sunwolves. 
As ever, McInerney had mere days to 
ponder the latest leap in his professional 
life. Ironically, being granted his first 
start was perhaps the least surprising 
of the miracles that had happened to 
McInerney at that time. Maybe that 
made the difference for McInerney once 
matchday rolled around. You would 
imagine the fear and angst that would 
be going through someone’s head as 
they sat in the sheds before their first 
start in Super Rugby. Add in that it’s your 
home club and your entire family is in 
the stands; the pressure would be almost 
impossible to play through. 

Clearly, those thoughts never let 
McInerney down. The butterflies in his 

stomach turned into dragons, and from 
the off, he was magnificent. Not flashy, 
not the man of the match, but marvellous 
in his comfortability at the level.  Connal 
went on to sign a Super Rugby contract 
with the Brumbies for 2019, proving 
his worth and earning a fulltime spot. 
McInerney then played a critical role 
for the Canberra Vikings in the National 
Rugby Championship.

One game in particular put the perfect 
bow on a remarkable journey for 
McInerney. Against the Melbourne Rising, 
with Canberra needing victory to stay in 
the hunt for a playoff spot, McInerney 
bagged a crucial brace to help his side 
across the line. The location, Viking Park; 
where it all began for McInerney, the 
place where the thought first came to 
him that rugby could be his life. Mere 
months after relinquishing those hopes, 
the ambitions that had defined his young 
life, the dream had become reality.  
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MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies winger Andy Muirhead took time out from 
his training schedule to tell us about his favourite things…….

FOOD Home Cooked Food

COFFEE ORDER Flat White

DRINK Green Tea

SANDWICH FILLING Everything!

BAND / MUSICIAN Beatles

MOVIE Pearl Harbor

VIDEO GAME NBA 2K

OTHER SPORT All

TRY SCORED Waratahs, 2018

GROUND I PLAYED AT Loftus Versfeld, 
Pretoria

SPORTS HERO George Gregan

SCHOOL SUBJECT Recreation Studies

ITEM OF CLOTHING Budgie Smugglers

COLOUR Turquoise

SUPERHERO Wonder Woman

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Byron Bay

WAY TO RELAX Day at the Beach

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR
JEEP

CELEBRITY CRUSH
CANDICE SWANEPOEL

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
SIX60

HOLIDAY 
BALI

MOVIE WATCHED
A STAR IS BORN

TRY I SCORED
AGAINST SUNWOLVES LAST 

YEAR

AWARD WON
COMMUNITY PLAYER 

OF THE YEAR 

BOOK I READ
LEE FREEDMAN 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
EY TAX

MEAL I COOKED
PORK ROAST

PARTY I ATTENDED 
MATES WEDDING

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
CHILL WITH KODA

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
SCOTT SIO

MOBILE PHONE
IPHONE6+

MY FIRST
CAR

TOYOTA KLUGER

CELEBRITY CRUSH
CAMERON DIAZ

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
RED HOT CHILLI PEPPERS

HOLIDAY 
FIJI

MOVIE WATCHED
LION KING

TRY I SCORED
AT U6 LEVEL

AWARD WON
YEAR 2 MATHS AWARD

BOOK I READ
BOY – ROALD DAHL

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
FRUIT PICKING

MEAL I COOKED
WEETBIX

PARTY I ATTENDED 
YEAR 6 POOL PARTY

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
FOLLOW MY MUM AROUND!

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
ALLAN ALAALATOA

MOBILE PHONE
NOKIA
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

LACHLAN?
LACHLAN MCCAFFREY
POSITION: Flanker / Number 8
DOB: 17/3/1990 (age: 28)
BIRTHPLACE: Sydney, NSW
HEIGHT: 194cm
WEIGHT: 108kg
SCHOOL: Saint Ignatius’, 
Riverview, NSW

BRUMBY NUMBER: 161
SUPER RUGBY DEBUT: 2010 v 
Cheetahs, Sydney (Waratahs)
BRUMBIES DEBUT: 2014 v 
Reds, Canberra
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 28
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 20 (4T)
ACT CLUB: Queanbeyan Whites

Flanker Lachlan McCaffrey 

is the first to take part in 

our new series detailing 

‘My First & Last’. 
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BRUMBIES 
WOMEN TAKE 

TRIAL WIN
The Brumbies Women claimed a 19-5 trial 
victory over the Rebels on a warm Saturday 
afternoon at Greenfield Oval in Albury. The 
visitors ran in three tries in an excellent 
performance that should stand them in good 
stead heading into the opening match of the 
Super W season on Saturday 23 February.

Fielding a side with a blend of youth and 
experience, the Brumbies were forced onto 
the back foot in the initial stages of the contest 
as the Rebels enjoyed most of the possession. 
However, it was Adam Butt’s side that struck 
the first blow of the contest, as they turned 
over ball and swift hands allowed Biola Dawa 
to cross the line.

That was the only score of a competitive 
opening forty minutes as neither side was able 
to breach some solid and stoic defensive lines 
with the Brumbies dominating the breakdown 
and earning several penalties at the ruck, but 
unable to add to their score.

It was the forwards who set the platform 
for the second half with a series of pick and 
drives scattering the Rebels defensive line and 
creating room for Ngawai Eyles who made a 
superb tackle bust and was hauled down just 

short of the Rebels try-line. The ball was 
recycled, and after some consistent pressure 
Canberra Girls Grammar School pupil Grace 
Kemp was able to burrow over close to the 
uprights making the conversion a formality.  

The Rebels fought back to reduce the deficit 
with a well-worked try of their own but, as 
the heavens opened, the Brumbies put the 
game to bed. After a mistake by the hosts, 
a combination of Emily Sogal and Shellie 
Millward managed to make huge inroads into 
Rebels territory. Once more, the Brumbies 
battered away at the line and Kemp was able 
to pick up to crash over for her second try. 
The score was again converted to seal an 
impressive display.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP
What’s been happening at Grassroots 
level at Brumbies Rugby? 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
The latest news from our tireless 
Community team as they engage 
the next generation of rugby players 
across our region and beyond.

SUPER W 
All the latest information from our 
Women’s Super W program including 
fixtures, results and news. 

ACADEMY 
All the latest information from our 
Academy program, in Association with 
the Brumbies Foundation, including 
fixtures, results and news. 
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20
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24



TINDALL APPOINTED NEW GM PROFESSIONAL 
RUGBY & PATHWAYS
In case you missed the news, the Plus500 
Brumbies appointed Chris Tindall as the club’s 
new General Manager Professional Rugby and 
Pathways back in October 2018 replacing the 
departing Damien Hill. Tindall arrives in Canberra 
with a very strong history in professional rugby, 
having spent eight years as the Chiefs Super 
Rugby High Performance Manager, winning the 
Super Rugby title with the club in 2012 and 2013, 
and building a platform for sustained success 
for the club which featured in the finals every 
year from 2012, and from 2000 to 2010 with 
the NZRU. “It is exciting to join the Brumbies,” 
Tindall commented. “The positive direction 
and progression that the Brumbies have made 
on and off the field is impressive. The aim is to 
continue to build on, and contribute to, further 
Brumbies success towards winning the Super 
Rugby Championship. The Brumbies tradition, 
and region as a rugby heartland, are real positives 
and those community connections and support 
help contribute to the Brumbies success on and 
off the field.”

VIKINGS CHALLENGE ENDED AT SEMI-FINAL
The Canberra Vikings NRC title challenge ended 
in a 35-28 defeat to the Fijian Drua at the semi-
final stage of the competition in October last 
year. The squad, which featured many of the 
younger members of the Brumbies Super Rugby 
roster, had been handed a tough ending to the 
campaign with matches in successive weeks in 
Fiji, Queensland and then back to Fiji for the 
knockout stages. Torrential weather in all three 
games certainly wasn’t what they expected! 
There were some exciting performances from 
throughout the squad, expertly guided by Head 
Coach Nick Scrivener and skipper Ben Hyne, 
with prop Vunipola Fifita earning a spot in 
the Brumbies 2019 Super Rugby team for his 
efforts. Jordan Jackson-Hope and Lausii Taliauli 
led the try scorers with five apiece, Connal 
McInerney and Andy Muirhead managing four, 
whilst Wharenui Hawera was the leading points 
scorer with 59 comprising a try, 21 conversions 
and four penalties. 

MORE THAN A CLUB: GRASSROOTS NEWS 
The latest news and reports from Grassroots Rugby including events and 

happenings around the Plus500 Brumbies, ACT Rugby and the surrounding region. 



STAMPEDE OFFICIAL YEARBOOK 2019
Have you got your copy of Stampede for 2019? 
The Plus500 Brumbies Official Yearbook weighs 
in at 100-fact filled pages to help get you in 
the mood for the new Super Rugby season! 
Featuring player profiles on our entire 2019 
roster, exclusive features, a complete review 
of the 2018 season and all the statistics you 
need to know, Stampede is the indispensable 
guide for Brumbies supporters. Included in the 
2019 edition is a review of the inaugural Super 
W season, details on our Academy and Brumby 
Runners matches plus a 2-page focus on each of 
the other Super Rugby clubs! Copies are free to 
members and can be collected from the club’s 
offices at Building 29, University of Canberra, 
Bruce or on matchday from the membership 
desk. Not a member? You can purchase a copy 
for $10 from our merchandise outlets around 
the ground. 

WOMEN IN SPORT BUSINESS LUNCH
The inaugural Brumbies Women in Sport 
Business Lunch was held on Friday 23 November 
at the magnificent Lotus Room in the Casino 
Canberra, in association with Aquis. The event, 
led by Master of Ceremonies, Brumbies Director 
Anne-Marie Perrett, and keynote speaker Kim 
Brennan featured a glittering panel of successful 
businesspeople to share their knowledge and 
expertise with an engrossed and enthusiastic 
gathering. Over 100 people took advantage 

of the chance to come to the event. The panel 
featured Brumbies Women’s Super W player 
and Wallaroos international Georgia O’Neill and 
Assistant Coach of the UC Capitals, Bec Goddard, 
herself no stranger to success having been an 
AFLW Premiership winning coach. “It was great 
to see so many people support this initiative,” 
Plus500 Brumbies General Manager Tom Fallaw 
commented/ “We had an excellent panel and I’d 
like to thank everyone who helped to make the 
event as successful as it was. Hopefully this is the 
start of a series of Business Lunches held by the 
club as we look to foster and maintain our links 
with the business community in Canberra and 
the Southern NSW region.”

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA TO CONTINUE AS 
MAJOR SPONSOR
Earlier this year, the Plus500 Brumbies announced 
that the University of Canberra will continue as 
a Major Sponsor of the club for the 2019 Super 
Rugby season. The University’s commitment 
to the Brumbies is a further indication of the 
strength of the relationship between the two 
proud Canberra institutions, both of whom 
have strong community links, as well as being 
global ambassadors for the territory and 
surrounding region. “The University of Canberra 
is proud to continue as a major sponsor of the 
Brumbies,” Professor Deep Sani, Vice-Chancellor 
& President, University of Canberra said of the 
extension to the agreement. “With the team 
based on the University campus the sponsorship 
enhances UC’s commitment to the Brumbies 
and Canberra.” The deal will see the University 
of Canberra logo feature prominently on the 
back of the Plus500 Brumbies jersey for the 2019 
season.
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SUCCESSFUL TOKYO VENTURE
Plus500 Brumbies Community 
Development Officers Lachlan Creighton 
and Samantha Maxwell took their unique 
brand of fun rugby coaching into Japan 
in October last year with a short jaunt to 
Tokyo in association with Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). The duo 
visited Aoyama Elementary School and 
the Tokyo Sevens Rugby School to pass 
on some tips spreading the Brumbies 
message to our Japanese fanbase. The trip 
was highly praised by the local Japanese 
coaches who reported that they’d never 
seen their students so engaged and excited 
by a rugby training session with each drill 
accompanied by plenty of smiles and 
laughter. 

 TALENT CAMPS HELD AT AIS
The Annual Boys and Girls Junior Talent 
Camps were held before Christmas at 
the Australian Institute of Sport, with 
boys and girls coming from all over the 
Brumbies Region and around NSW as 
well. The children were able to live like 
professional athletes at the camp with 
two to three rugby sessions per day, with 
recovery pool sessions the norm, and 
finishing off with a game to put it all into 
practice. Attendees were put through 
sessions which included Catch and Pass, 
Track to Tackle, Tackle Contest, Spatial 
Awareness plus a session on the ACTAS 
Wrestling Mats. Some of our Plus500 
Brumbies and Canberra Vikings players 
attended sessions to help mentor/coach 

MORE THAN A CLUB: IN THE COMMUNITY
The Community Department were extremely busy in the off-season with several 
initiatives keeping the rugby bug well and truly burning in the next generation of talent 
across Canberra, the surrounding region and even into Asia. Here we take a quick look 
back at some of the vents that have taken place since the final whistle blew on our Super 

Rugby campaign last July.



21

the boys in their respective positions, 
with the likes of Sam Carter, Tom Cusack, 
Lachlan McCaffrey, Tom Ross, Blake 
Enever, Lausii Taliauli and Irae Simone 
passing on the professional’s secrets.

SUPER SEVENS SERIES 
The Annual Brumbies Super Sevens Series 
took place during October and November 
last year across Canberra and the region 
with some scintillating short-sided rugby 
being played throughout. The Qualifying 
tournaments took place in Canberra, at 
Hanging Rock in Batemans Bay and at 
Walker Park in Yass with the Finals series 
staged at Paramore Park in Wagga Wagga 
followed by the tournament After Party 
at Romano’s Hotel. The competition was 
played across Youth Girls 14s, 16s and 18s, 
Youth Boys 16s and 18s and Women’s and 
was widely well-received by all involved. 
The competition will be back in 2019 so 
keep an eye out across our social media 
channels for ways in which you can 
register your interest later this season!

GET INTO RUGBY
Our Rugby Development Officers r ran a 
Get into Rugby Clinic for the children at 
the Islamic School of Canberra in Weston 
Creek before Christmas with many of 
them experiencing rugby for the first time. 
In conjunction with Rugby Australia the 
plus500 Brumbies Community Department 
have developed new formats of the game 
to encourage new participants via schools 
and clubs, and focused our attention 
on encouraging diversity, particularly to 
appeal to more women and people from 
multicultural backgrounds. The Brumbies 
are directing a greater proportion of our 
energies to formats that showcase rugby 
across the variants of XV’s, Sevens and 
Touch 7’s as a game for everyone to enjoy. 
Check out our website, www.brumbies.
com.au for further information on these 
exciting initiatives.
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The second season of the Women’s National 
Competition, the Super W, is set to click into 
gear in late February as the Brumbies lock 
horns with their peers from New South Wales, 
Queensland, the Rebels and the Western 
Force to find the national champions.

The Brumbies will play two matches at home 
and two away in the round-robin part of the 
tournament with the top two to meet in the 
second Super W Grand Final, the inaugural 
title of which was won in dramatic fashion 
by New South Wales last season after they 
defeated Queensland. 

Starting with a home match against the 
reigning champions, NSW, being played at 
GIO Stadium before the Brumbies Super 
Rugby match with the Chiefs, the Women 
have a tough assignment to begin with, and 
follow that up with a second home match 
in succession, this time Melbourne Rebels 
providing the visitors.

Then it’s on to the road for trips to Brisbane 
to tackle Queensland, before the trek West 
to end their regular season with a match 
against Western Force in Perth. With many 

of the squad juggling work and study with their 
participation for the Brumbies, the team are real 
role models for the watching public.

Last term the Brumbies won one of their four 
games, triumphing 37-8 against the Rebels at 
AAMI Park in Melbourne, their third game, after 
opening losses to Queensland (5-42) and NSW 
(5-24). They ended the year with a narrow defeat 
to Western Force (10-29). As per 2018 supporters 
will be able to follow the Super W on Fox Sports 
with some games being shown live whilst others 
will be replayed in their entirety. 

FIXTURES
FEBRUARY

Sat 23 NSW Women (GIO Stadium, 17:00)*
*Double-header ahead of Brumbies v Chiefs

MARCH
Sun 3 Melbourne Rebels (Seiffert Oval, 15:00)

Sat 16 Queensland Women 
(Ballymore, Brisbane, 17:00)

Sun 24 Western Force 
(Wanneroo Rugby Club, Perth, 14:00)

SUPER W PRIMED 
FOR SEASON TWO
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SQUAD ANNOUNCED FOR SEASON TWO 
The Brumbies Women’s Squad for 
Season Two of the Super W competition 
will contain some familiar faces under 
the tutelage of new Head Coach Adam 
Butt. Butt was First Grade Defence 
Coach for Royals Men’s Team that went 
undefeated in claiming the 2017 John I 
Dent Cup competition and has had first-
hand experience of playing the game as a 
former member of the Brumbies A team, 
the forerunner of the Brumbies Runner.  

Butt will lead the new-look 30-player 
Brumbies squad into the five-team 
competition, which also includes 
Queensland Women, NSW Women, the 
Rebels and Western Force, which is set 
to start in February. There will be fifteen 
new players available for selection in 
2019 with an even fifteen returning 
for a second stint, including Wallaroos 
internationals Louise Burrows, Shellie 
Milward, Violeta Tupuola, Michelle Perry 
and Georgia O’Neill. 

Milward will lead the team as skipper 
for the second successive season, the 
lock forward having also crossed for 
three tries in her three appearances in 
the inaugural campaign. The evergreen 
Burrows is one of eight retuning players 
up front in a squad that is split between 
seventeen in a strong looking pack 
and thirteen, including six new faces, 
in a back-line packed with speed and 
creativity. 

“I am really excited with the opportunity 
that the Brumbies have given me to 
become Head Coach of the Super W 
program,” Butt commented about his 
appointment to the role. “With the way 
the that the women’s game is growing 

and developing, I am looking forward to the 
challenge this competition brings. We have a very 
strong coaching group who are looking forward 
to getting the squad together and working hard 
to achieve success this season.” Butt’s backroom 
staff will be led by Tevita Siulangapo in the 
Assistant Coach role with Dave Anable announced 
as Resource Coach.

FORWARDS
Rachele BROWN (Eastern Suburbs)
Louise BURROWS (Canberra Royals)
Peta COX (Tuggeranong Vikings)
Bridgette CUNNINGHAM (Eastern Suburbs) 
Harriet ELLEMAN (CSU Reddies)
Grace KEMP (Canberra Royals)
Sharyn LAWS (ADFA)
Michaela LEONARD (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Irene MACARTHUR (Eastern Suburbs) 
Kristie MATHEWS (Canberra Royals)
Michelle MILWARD (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Georgia O’NEILL (Uni-Norths Owls)
Paige PENNING (Goulburn Dirty Reds)
Tayla STANFORD (Canberra Royals)
Stefanie STEWART-JONES (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Emily SOGAL (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Violeta TUPUOLA (Eastern Suburbs) 

BACKS
Biola DAWA (CSU Reddies)
Ngawai EYLES (Unattached)
Jane GARRAWAY (Uni-Norths Owls)
Brooke GILROY (Canberra Royals)
Carly HILL (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Jess HOWARD (Uni-Norths Owls)
Jacky LYDEN (Orange)
Paremo MARSH (Uni-Norths Owls)
Emily MCDONALD (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Michelle PERRY (Canberra Royals)
Darcy READ (Canberra Royals) 
Remi WILTON (Tuggeranong Vikings) 
Sammie WOOD (Uni-Norths Owls)
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FRESH FACES 
FORM NEW TWO
TIER BRUMBIES 

ACADEMY
The Plus500 Brumbies have long had an 
established tradition of producing their own stars 
and this looks set to continue as the latest influx 
of Academy recruits don their boots for the 2019 
season. Several new names have been added to 
the Brumbies Academy, with nine training with the 
senior squad up until the Christmas break, allowing 
them the chance to experience what it takes to be 
a professional rugby player.  A two-tier Academy 
system is also being introduced this season, forming 
a clear pathway for talented youngsters from club 
footy to Super Rugby. 

“The two-tier approach to the Senior Academy 
allows us to provide athletes with more of a 
defined pathway to try and force their way through 
to Super Rugby,” Academy Head Coach Daniel 
Hooper commented. “Players from Tier 2 will need 
to continually perform to force their way up to 
Tier 1 the following year. Our Tier 1 group includes 
fourteen players with most involved in Team or 
Unit sessions with the Brumbies Super Rugby 
squad in their Pre-Christmas training block. With 
the ACT having fourteen players selected in the 
initial Junior Wallabies Extended training group, 
all of these players also feature in both tiers of our 
Senior Academy.”

Noah Lolesio, Seamus Smith and Will Goddard 
pulled the strings for the Brumbies at the inaugural 
U19 National Championships [URC], with Lachie 
Osborne, Ben Love, Lincoln Smith, Fred Kaihea 
and Lachlan Lonergan also part of that U19 
group. Depth and quality are key for building the 
Brumbies sustainable future, and in tier-two the 
potential talent continues. Local product Angus 
Wagner was one of the best props in the Griffin 
Legal John I Dent Cup last season and he is joined 
by Billy Carberry who was one of the standout 
players at the URC. 

Tautai Chan-Tung, Zane Marolt and Wyll Holland 
also form part of the tier-two in-take with Holland 
also being a top-performer for the Brumbies and 
Queanbeyan alike last season. The local school’s 
system is also represented in tier-two, with Zach 
Perrin (Daramalan) and Rory Scott (Marist) taking 
their first steps towards the professional game in 
2019. 

The Brumbies Academy is proudly supported by the 
Brumbies Foundation. For further details on the 
Foundation and how you can get involved please contact 
Dale Bertram on d.bertram@brumbies.com.au. 
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V REBELS

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the 
main event with our match preview 
ahead of the Super Rugby clash 
between the Plus500 Brumbies and 
Melbourne Rebels. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A statistical look at the matches 
between the Plus500 Brumbies sand 
today’s guests, Melbourne Rebels. 

HISTORY 
A nostalgic trip looking at the history 
of Parliamentary Rugby

PLAYER PROFILES 
Introducing your 2019 Plus500 
Brumbies Super Rugby Squad. 

TODAY’S TEAMS
Both line-ups and match officials 
for Super Rugby Round 1: Plus500 
Brumbies v Melbourne Rebels. 
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MATCH PREVIEW

Let the Australian Conference battle 
commence as the Brumbies take on the 
Melbourne Rebels in our 2019 Super 
Rugby season opener at GIO Stadium. 
The Brumbies won both their preseason 
fixtures, including a 52-38 victory over 
todays opposition, and look to be in flying 
form heading into Round One.

However, if 2018 is anything to go by, 
this Rebels side will pack a hefty punch, 
having beaten the Brumbies twice last 
year. And, with the addition of the likes 
of Quade Cooper and former Brumby, Isi 
Naisarani to their ranks, this Rebels outfit 
certainly has the looks of Super rugby 
contenders. 

The Brumbies have done their own 
recruiting also though, and now have 
a potent blend of skill, ferocity and 
sheer pace throughout the squad. The 

skill, coming from our leader, Christian 
Lealiifano among others. The punch up front 
personified by David Pocock, Rory Arnold 
and more. The speed out wide, well as a 
start, Tom Banks and Toni Pulu, two of Super 
Rugby’s hardest to match for pace. 

With the Waratahs facing a tough opening 
round test against the ‘Canes, and the Reds 
on a Bye, this game is a perfect chance 
for both sides to steal an early lead in the 
standings. Super Rugby titles are not won, 
in Round One nor are they lost, but that 
advantage, if only a slim one, could be 
extremely important when the season’s 
story is written in June. 

These interstate ties breed intensity, so 
expect nothing less than eighty minutes of 
brutality as the Brumbies battle with the 
Rebels, at GIO Stadium tonight! 
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V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

0

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

03/06/2017
BRUMBIES 32 REBELS 3

BIGGEST DEFEAT

09/03/2018
REBELS 33 BRUMBIES 10

12/05/2018 - BRU 24 REB 27

09/03/2018 - REB 33 BRU 10

03/06/2017 - BRU 32 REB 3

15/04/2017 - REB 19 BRU 17

13/02/2016 - REB 22 BRU 30

READY?
 V17348 02.19

GUTSY IS CALLING

V17348_210x148mm Super Rugby Brumbies MDP Feb 19_FA.indd   4 5/2/19   12:16 pm
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2018 marked the 50th Anniversary of 
Parliamentary Rugby Union in Canberra. 
Here we take a brief look back at the origins 
of the game in Parliament. 

Parliamentary Rugby Union had its origins 
in an idea put forward in that wellspring 
of original thought, the Non-Members’ 
Bar of the former Parliament House. The 
idea was carried forward by a small group 
of rugby-minded persons during the 1968 
parliamentary sittings. Credit for initiating 
the tradition must go to four people in 
particular:

• ‘Huck’ Findlay, a senior journalist with 
the ABC; 

• Robert (‘Rocket) Moore, an ABC 
Announcer playing with Randwick Club; 

• Horace Guy (Guy) Smith, then Usher 
of the Black Rod in the Senate; and 
later Clerk of the Northern Territory 
Legislative Assembly; and 

• Doug Blake, then Canberra’s foremost 
rugby referee and a Clerk Assistant (later, 
Clerk) of the House of Representatives.

The aim was to foster closer relations 
between Members of Parliament, 
Parliamentary staff, the Parliamentary 

Press Gallery and the Sydney ABC staff - by 
instituting social rugby matches. Matches 
were to be played in a spirit of camaraderie 
between ‘Parliament’ - consisting of the 
people working in Parliament House; and 
the ‘ABC’ – being the Sydney-based ABC and 
their press compatriots. 

Matches were to be played yearly and 
alternately in Sydney and Canberra. Huck 
Findlay arranged a trophy and organised 
the Sydney team for the first match, held 
at Daramalan College in Canberra and the 
Parliamentary side came out ahead 33-3 
on the day.  Significant contributors for the 
Parliament were the formidable front row of 
the Hon. Ian Sinclair, MP as one prop, the Hon 
Bill Hayden, MP as Hooker; and the Hon Doug 
Anthony holding up the other side. Notable 
other members of the first Parliament team 
were Guy Smith and Reg Jennings from the 
Senate and Jim Pender and Don Piper from 
the House of Representatives. Doug Blake 
was Coach and Selector of the Parliament 
team – and refereed the match.

The late great Ken Catchpole, former Wallaby 
and then still playing for the Barbarians, 
played half back for the ABC team and 
Michael Willesee, then playing Australian 
Rules for Manuka, was the ABC fullback.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
PARLIAMENTARY RUGBY UNION



31

During the 1970’s and 1980’s the honours 
were evenly shared - the Huck Findlay 
trophy alternated homes between Sydney 
and Canberra and the Parliamentary and 
Press aficionados looked forward to each 
year’s fixture, with its opportunities to 
renew, or initiate, new social contacts in 
each city. While the aim was to hold a good 
social contest, in the event matches were 
always willingly and keenly contested.

• Significant players for Parliament 
over the years included Senator John 
Knight, Senator for the ACT; the Hon 
Michael MacKellar, AM, MP, (Colonel) 
John Sullivan, MP; and the Hon Warren 
Snowden, MP. 

• For the ABC, significant players included 
Ken Catchpole and Kevin Ryan, dual 
international, Jim Maxwell, ABC cricket 
commentator; Gordon Bray, ABC Rugby 
Commentator and TV personality; and 
Michael Willesee.

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, reflecting 
the changed times and attitudes, the yearly 
sporting association was broadened by 
the inclusion of netball, volleyball and 

indoor cricket as ‘official’ sports. Ironically 
this broadening of interests, accompanied by 
an increase in organisational difficulties and 
the ageing – some would say maturing – of 
the 1960’s and 1970’s stalwarts helped place 
parliamentary rugby union in abeyance. In the 
early 1980’s two matched were cancelled and 
the final Parliament/ABC match, in Canberra in 
1984, was played as a touch football game.

Parliamentary rugby union has, however, 
experienced a revival since 2007, helped by 
linkages established with the ACT Veterans 
Rugby Club. A Parliamentary Rugby World 
Cup has been held on the sidelines of each 
Rugby World Cup and these matches allow 
parliamentarians to develop people-to-people 
relationships in such far-flung places as Paris 
and London and Tokyo later this year. 

Arguably, though, it all began 50 years ago, 
with the vision of the four ‘originals’: ‘Huck’ 
Findlay, ‘Rocket’ Moore, Guy Smith; and Doug 
Blake; who, at 93, has accumulated a vast 
portfolio of well-deserved rugby refereeing 
achievements and honours. Their vision made 
it all possible.
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MATCHDAY: NOTICEBOARD

POPLARS JOIN BRUMBIES FAMILY
The Plus500 Brumbies are delighted 

to welcome Poplars to the Brumbies 

Family for the 2019 Super Rugby season. 

Poplars, a brand-new Business and Retail 

Park development at Jerrabomberra, 

will support junior community rugby 

partnering with the Brumbies Junior 

Development Training Camps. These 

camps, held annually at the Australian 

Institute of Sports, help develop the next 

generation of budding rugby stars who live 

the life of a professional player across their 

stay at the Institute. The Poplars logo will 

feature prominently on the Brumbies Super 

Rugby and Super W playing jersey with top 

of shoulder/collar branding adding to the 

Brumbies portfolio of partners.

 

BRUMBIES FAMILY FUN DAY SUCCESS
The Plus500 Brumbies Annual Fan Day was 
held at the University of Canberra on Sunday 
10 February. A crowd of over 1,000 filtered 
through to meet the Brumbies Super Rugby 
and Brumbies Women’s Super W squad 
ahead of their exciting 2019 seasons. Located 
on the playing fields close to Brumbies HQ, 
the annual fan day offered something for 
everyone and was truly a Brumbies fan’s 
dream! Fans were able to kick a rugby 
ball with their favourite player, grab their 
autographs on the free official 2019 Plus500 
Brumbies poster, enjoy the jumping castle, 
Brumbies Inflatable Obstacle Course, snow 
cones and face painting at the free event.

CANBERRA IMAGING GROUP INJURY UPDATEWing Lausii Taliauli was ruled out of selection for the Round 1 match against the Rebels after suffering a knock during the pre-season trial match against the Waratahs at the Goulburn Workers Arena. Taliauli was forced to come off after only eleven minutes of the trial after scoring the opening try of the match to give the Brumbies a 5-0 lead. Ben Hyne suffered a knee injury prior to Christmas and will be out for some time. Jahrome Brown has been called into the Brumbies 2019 Super Rugby squad to provide cover for Hyne’s absence. 
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ALLAN ALAALATOA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 120kg

RORY ARNOLD

Position: Lock
DOB: 1/7/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 2.08m
Weight: 120kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg

MURRAY DOUGLAS

Position: Lock / Backrow
DOB: 27/10/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 1.98m
Weight: 115kg

BLAKE ENEVER

Position: Lock
DOB: 12/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 116kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg

VUNIPOLA FIFITA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/2/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 180cm
Weight: 117kg

MACK HANSEN 

Position: Flyhalf/Fullback
DOB: 27/3/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.88m
Weight: 89kg
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WHARENUI HAWERA

Position: Flyhalf
DOB: 22/5/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 89kg

BEN HYNE

Position: Lock
DOB: 7/3/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.94m
Weight: 105kg

LEN IKITAU

Position: Centre
DOB: 1/10/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 90kg

JORDAN JACKSON-HOPE

Position: Utility Back
DOB: 5/4/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 1.75m
Weight: 82kg

BAYLEY KUENZLE

Position: Flyhalf / Centre
DOB: 18/6/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 92kg

TEVITA KURIDRANI

Position: Centre
DOB: 31/3/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.92m
Weight: 102kg

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

RYAN LONERGAN

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 6/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 80kg

MATT LUCAS

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 29/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.72m
Weight: 82kg
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JOSH MANN-REA

Position: Hooker
DOB: 19/2/1981 (age: 37)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 108kg

LACHLAN MCCAFFREY

Position: Flanker / Number 8
DOB: 17/3/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 1.94m
Weight: 108kg

CONNAL MCINERNEY

Position: Hooker
DOB: 2/3/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 104kg

ANDREW MUIRHEAD

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/7/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 84kg

CHANCE PENI

Position: Wing 
DOB: 17/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.90m 
Weight: 97kg 

DAVID POCOCK

Position: Flanker
DOB: 23/4/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 103kg

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg

TONI PULU

Position: Wing
DOB: 28/11/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 93kg

TOM ROSS

Position: Prop
DOB: 29/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 118kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg
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IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg

HENRY SPEIGHT

Position: Wing
DOB: 24/3/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 97kg

DARCY SWAIN

Position: Lock
DOB: 5/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 108kg

LAUSII TALIAULI

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/6/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 102kg

ROB VALETINI

Position: Backrow
DOB: 3/9/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 113kg

TOM WRIGHT

Position: Inside Back
DOB: 21/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 186cm
Weight: 98kg

DAN MCKELLAR
Position: Head Coach
DOB: 17/7/76 (age:42)
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Josh Mann-Rea
17. Scott Sio 
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin 
19. Blake Enever
20. Peter Samu
21. Matt Lucas
22. Wharenui Hawera
23. Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa
Rory Arnold
Sam Carter
Rob Valetini
David Pocock
Lachlan McCaffrey
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano 
Toni Pulu
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Henry Speight
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee:  Ben O'Keeffe
Assistant referee: Angus Gardner
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Robbie Abel
17. Mees Erasmus 
18. Sam Talakai
19. Luke Jones
20. Rob Leota
21. Michael Ruru
22. Beaudein Waaka
23. Semisi Tupou

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Ben Daley
Anaru Rangi
Jermaine Ainsley
Adam Coleman
Sam Phillip
Angus Cottrell
Richard Hardwick
Isi Naisarani
Will Genia
Quade Cooper
Marika Koroibete
Reece Hodge
Tom English
Jack Maddocks
Dane Haylett-Petty

STARTING XV

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Assistant referee: Damon Murphy
TMO: James Leckie *team subject to change, official line-

up not available at time of publication



Suite 2, The Precinct, 539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, E: abrophy@oneills.com

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia  |  IG: oneillssportsau

OVER 100 YEARS OF SPORTING EXCELLENCE

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NREBELS
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THEIR FORM AND THEIR TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors Melbourne 
Rebels. 

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Melbourne Rebels 
today. 

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for our 
guests Melbourne Rebels. This week, it’s a 
rare win over the Crusaders in Christchurch.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST 
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focus on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Melbourne Rebels. 

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackle shave they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season that was for the Melbourne Rebels. 
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Though playoff rugby once again eluded 
the Melbourne Rebels in 2018, last 
season served as a year of real growth 
for Super Rugby’s youngest side. Now, in 
2019, having recruited some big names 
to Australia’s culture capital, the Rebels 
are making their strongest push yet for a 
post-season berth. 

Pre-season matches returned a mixed 
bag of results for the Rebels having gone 
one from two in their games. First up was 
of course, the Brumbies. The Australian 
day clash at Viking Park showed the 
Rebels fighting spirit, as their young 
outfit devoid of Wallabies stayed with the 
Brumbies for much of the game, though 
we ultimately ran out comfortable 
winners, 52-38. 

Then came the Reds at the end of the 
Rebels pre-season camp in Ballarat. The 
headline selection saw Quade Cooper 
make his first appearance for the Rebels, 
he had been expected to debut in 
Canberra but pulled up late with a slight 
niggle. Cooper was impressive against his 
former side, helping steer a quality Rebels 
pack, which included former Brumby, Isi 
Naisarani. The Rebels needed a last-ditch 
try to get the job done against the Reds 
but were well worth their 29-26 victory.

Cooper and Naisarani are two of the eight 
new additions to the Rebels for 2019, the 
other big name in that group being Matt 
To’omua, who enjoyed a stellar career at 

the Brumbies before moving to England. 
Rounding out the Rebels recruiting class is 
former Brumbies bookend, Mees Erasmus, 
Hugh Roach, Luke Jones, Brad Wilkin and 
Campbell Magnay. 

The outs column for the Rebels is a little 
more substantial having lost both Laurie 
Weeks and Geoff Parling to retirement. 
Colby Fainga’a, another Brumbies alumnus 
is now plying his trade in Ireland. Lopeti 
Timani, Jack Debreczeni and Amanaki 
Mafi’s roles will certainly need filling, Mafi’s 
off-field indiscretions outshone his work 
on the park last season but was one of 
Super Rugby’s most consistently effective 
ball carriers.

The Rebels will also be without Wallabies 
winger Sefa Naivalu, who was released by 
the club to sign for the Reds. An interesting 
move in Melbourne considering Naivalu’s 
quality, but one the national selectors will 
be glad of, given the fact that the Rebels 
still boast an international back-three 
without Naivalu. 

That trio of Marika Koroibete, Jack 
Maddocks and Dane Haylett Petty will 
often dictate how well things are going 
for the Rebels. When they are on form, 
their ability to turn attack into defence is 
devastating. Somebody must get them the 
ball however, so really, the Rebels chances 
of reaching the playoffs hinge on their 
three playmakers, and it starts with the 
general, Will Genia. 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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There’s no doubt that losing Willy G for 
as long as they did cost the Rebels a top-
8 finish last season, so having him back 
is a massive boost. Not least because of 
his potential partnership with Cooper. 
They were a magnificent pairing in 
Reds colours, but it was broken up in 
Queensland eventually, so the question is 
if they can rekindle that fire in Melbourne. 

The third head of the Rebels creative 
weapon is Reece Hodge. Clearly, a player 
of true international quality, but in what 
position? Hodge can make a rugby ball 
scream in pain with his right foot, and 
he’s an under-appreciated physical 
athlete. Distributing the ball to that back 
three will be a massive responsibility 
for Hodge, if he’s up to it, this backline 
will be special. Upfront will take care of 
itself, with the likes of Adam Coleman, 
Angus Cottrell and Naisarani driving the 
Melbournite’s forward. 

We’ll know more in the coming weeks 
whether this Rebels side is a disappointing 
on-paper juggernaut or a genuine Aussie 
contender. Logic favours the latter, and 
with highly-rated coach Dave Wessels 
at the helm, Melbourne could see 
themselves playing playoff footy for the 
first time. 

SUMMARY: If Cooper and Genia can form 
the type of partnership they did for the 
Reds watch out for the Rebels. 
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ISI NAISARANI
Position: Backrow
Height: 195cm
Weight: 110kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 30 appearances, 30pts (6T)

The former Plus500 Brumbies backrower 
makes a return to GIO Stadium for his 
debut match with his new club, the 
Melbourne Rebels, and will bring with him 
all the physicality and ball-playing skills 
that he showed during his brief stint in the 
National Capital. Naisarani may have only 
played fifteen games for the club during 
his brumbies tenure, but he showed 
within those matches the qualities that 
attracted the capital side to his talents 
upon Western Force leaving Super Rugby 
in 2018. Powerful with the ball in hand, 
it often takes more than one to bring 
down the Fijian powerhouse, Naisarani 
has shown an eye for the try-line from 
the back of the scrum, taking the ball as 
first receiver and battering his way past 
the cover defence to cross the whitewash. 
Naisarani was a dependable and reliable 
outlet for the Brumbies, racking up 1,060 
minutes, the fourth most of any Brumbies 
plater in 2018. He carved out 945m 
from 155 carries during the Super Rugby 
campaign making 91 tackles in the process.  
Will be one to watch out for this evening as 
the Brumbies look to contain his massive 
presence in the loose. 

ADAM COLEMEN
Position: Lock
Height: 204cm
Weight: 122kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 62 appearances, 10pts (2T)

One of the best, and key signings, that the 
Rebels made in 2018 was luring lock Adam 
Coleman to the club after the demise of the 
Western Force as a Super Rugby entity. The 
second-row was a mainstay in the Force ranks 
for four seasons from 2014-2018 registering 
just shy of fifty appearances for the Perth 
franchise and leading from the front in each 
one. An established Wallabies international, 
Coleman made his debut in 2016 against 
England, he brings much-more that his set-
piece prowess, undoubtedly excellent, to the 
Rebels game-plan. The hard-hitting Coleman 
made 99 tackles for the Rebels in 2018, racking 
up 256m from fifty carries of the ball at the 
same time, decent numbers for a member 
of the lock community. A proud alumnus 
of New Town High School in Tasmania, the 
Hobart-born Coleman was initially selected 
for the Waratahs in 2013 but made only 
one appearance for the Sydneysiders before 
switching West and taking his considerable 
talents to the Force ironically making his 
debut for his new club against his future 
employers, trotting out against the Rebels 
in 2014 at AMMI Park. Exemplary at the set-
piece, and dangerous with the ball in hand, 
Coleman could have a major impact on the 
outcome of tonight’s encounter. 
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I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  F R O N T 
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TOM ENGLISH
Position: Centre
Height: 187cm
Weight: 96kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 80 appearances, 85pts (17T)

Centre Tom English proved to be Mister 
Consistency for the Melbourne Rebels during 
their 2018 Super Rugby campaign channelling 
1,139 minutes of action, the fourth highest 
of any Rebels player, a sure-fire indication 
of just how much he is trusted by the Rebels 
Coaching staff. Whilst not prolific a try-scorer, 
English crossed for four in sixteen matches 
last season, he did showcase his abilities in 
dotting the ball down with a five-try haul in 
the Melbourne Rising’s 62-7 hammering of 
the NSW Country Eagles during the National 
Rugby Championship clash last September. 
That nap-hand took his return to seventeen 
tries in 18 matches for the NRC side and, 
overall, he has seventeen tries in 80 Super 
Rugby matches. A product of Waverley 
College and Sydney University, the latter for 
whom he played in the 2011 Shute Shield 
Grand Final, English was an Australian Sevens 
representative in 2012 and brings excellent 
rugby nous and perceptive abilities to the 
fifteen-as-side game. Equally solid in defence 
and attack, he made 91 tackles in Super 
Rugby 2018 and 9 linebreaks, English is set 
for another standout season in Victoria. 

MARIKA KOROBIETE
Position: Wing
Height: 180cm
Weight: 93kg
Suer Rugby Stats: 26 appearances, 50pts (10T)

Despite his rugby career being still in its infancy, 
the turbo-charged Marika Koroibete has only 
played 26 Super Rugby matches, there is little 
doubt that the Rebels strike-weapon out-wide 
is a real game-changer. After a Rugby League 
career that encompassed 74 matches for the 
Wests Tigers and Melbourne Storm, plus seven 
international caps for his native Fiji, Koroibete 
made the switch to union in 2017 and has barely 
looked back since. Having qualified for the 
Wallabies under the 4-year residency rule, the 
winger was soon drafted into the international 
set-up and has already claimed five tries for his 
country. Committing his short-term future to 
the Rebels, he signed a new one-year deal in 
September last year, Koroibete will be looking 
to add that touch of stardust to the end of what 
looks to be a potent and formidable Rebels 
backline. Koroibete made nine linebreaks and 
twelve tackle busts during his thirteen matches 
with the club last term, playing 913 minutes in 
what was a better year for the Rebels who pushed 
for a play-off berth. If they are to achieve similar 
thing sin 2019 then Koroibete will, no doubt, be 
at the heart of the action once more. 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: REBELS
Very few rugby aficionados would have 
predicted the outcome of this match. The 
2014 season had ended with the Rebels at 
the foot of the Super Rugby ladder having 
recorded just four wins from sixteen matches 
whilst the Crusaders had, as usual, been at 
the pointy end, ending the year second and 
going on to be narrowly defeated by the 
Waratahs in the Grand Final (33-32). Indeed, 
such was the gulf that the newly formed 
Rebels, they’d been around for four years 
by this point, had won only sixteen matches 
to this point whilst the Crusaders had been 
in nearly as many Grand Finals, having been 
involved in eleven for seven victories. Thus, 
when the 2015 Super Rugby draw paired the 
sides on the opening day in Christchurch, 
only one outcome seemed likely. 

That is was the Rebels who claimed a rare 
win in Christchurch, their first against the 
Crusaders in New Zealand, was a story of 
incredible defence, a formidable attacking 
game-plan and a team, at times, riding 
their luck. Dan Carter gave the hosts an 
early three-point lead from the kicking tee, 
but the Rebels scored the first try of the 
Super Rugby season as second rower Lopeti 
Timani powered over from short range. The 
boot of Mike Harris was in good working 
order, he would end with ten points from 
four successful kicks, whilst the Crusaders 
were foregoing kickable penalties to try 
and breach the visiting defence. Even a man 
down, Sean McMahon was sent to the sin-
bin, couldn’t prevent the Rebels sneaking a 
second try on the break via Nic Stirzaker and 
they held on to claim a sensational opening 
day win. 

MATCH DETAILS
13 February 2015

AMI Stadium, Christchurch
Attendance: 13,518
Referee: Nick Briant

RESULTS
Crusaders 10 (T: Ben Funnell, C: Dan 

Carter, P: Dan Carter)
Rebels 20 (Lopeti Timani, Nic Stirzaker, C: 

Mike Harris (2), P: Mike Harris (2)
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 37-6

Date: 14/04/2012
Venue: GIO Stadium, Canberra

Scorers: T: S. Fardy (2), B. Mowen, 
M. Hooper, P. McCabe; C: C. 

Lealiifano (3), P: C. Lealiifano (2)

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 24-27
Date: 12/05/2018
Venue: GIO Stadium, Canberra
Scorers: T: R. Valetini, F. Sione, T. 
Cusack, C: W. Hawera (3), P: W. 
Hawera
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MELBOURNE REBELS
SEASON IN STATS – 2018 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com

30 MARCH 2019



The Accidental Counsellor Course provides participants with a 
range of tried and tested counselling skills that use effective 

communication skills to support people who are in crisis. 

Other Workplace Training Courses can found on our website.
To find out more and register: www.act.lifeline.org.au

As part of a national network, Lifeline Canberra takes calls from 
people who are in need of crisis support and suicide prevention.

If you or someone you know needs support, please call Lifeline on

13 11 14
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

YOU CAN HELP US ANSWER MORE CALLS & SAVE MORE LIVES 
$26 funds a life-changing call

Have you ever thought about doing some workplace training? 
Now’s the time, register for our upcoming Accidental Counsellor Courses:   

25th – 26th March           
15th – 16th April   
15th – 16th May          
3rd – 4th June 

Cost: General $550 pp inc GST 
Concession $500 pp inc GST (not for profit organisations and pension card holders)

Receive a 10% discount on the course when using code 'LLC2019'  
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R E T R OBRUMBIES
52

54

57

LEADING BY EXAMPLE
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. This 
week we spotlight Ewen McKenzie. 

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2004. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees us 
reminisce about the visit from the 
touring South Africans in 1956. 
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EWEN MCKENZIE
Prop forward Ewen McKenzie had the 
distinction of leading the Brumbies onto 
the paddock for the first time, captaining 
the team in the 1996 clash against Transvaal 
at Bruce Stadium in Canberra. McKenzie 
wasn’t officially the club captain at that 
time, that honour was afforded to Brett 
Robinson, but in the absence of an injured 
Robinson, McKenzie was the first to don 
the armband in a competitive match. 
That match, played on 5 March 1996, 
was a victorious induction into the new 
era of Super Rugby for the Brumbies with 
McKenzie leading by example in a game 
that ended 13-9 in favour of the home side.  

The product of Scotch College in Melbourne, 
McKenzie wore the armband again four 
days later in the 35-28 win over Wellington 
at the same venue before handing over the 

leadership duties to Robinson for the visit of 
Auckland, the third home match in succession. 
When Robinson was again absent from the 
team for the seventh match of the season, the 
29-7 victory over Canterbury at Lancaster Park, 
McKenzie seamlessly slipped into the role for 
the third time and kept his personal 100% 
winning record as skipper when Queensland 
were beaten 21-20 on 20 April.

The remarkable unbeaten record was finally 
laid to rest in McKenzie’s fifth, and final match 
in charge of captaincy duties, as Western 
Province proved too strong at Newlands 
Stadium in Cape Town, the South Africans 
prevailing 25-16 with the boot of World Cup 
winner Joel Stransky proving decisive in a close 
contest. With Robinson fit and back in action, 
the leadership role was passed back to the 
club captain and the flanker was to remain in 
that position throughout McKenzie’s second 
season with the club.

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT

The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle. 
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McKenzie would play his last Super Rugby 
match for the Brumbies in the 1997 Grand 
Final as the ACT fell just short of glory losing 
7-23 to a strong Auckland side at Eden Park 
on 31 May. Despite a try and conversion 
to Joe Roff, the Blues proved too good, 
crossing for two tries through Craig Dowd 
and Michael Jones with Adrian Cashmore 
adding the rest of the points via the boot. 
After 36 appearances, McKenzie decided the 
time was right to hang up the boots after a 
glittering career that encompassed stints at 
Randwick, Paris and the Waratahs, prior to 
the Brumbies.

The front rower was far from done with rugby 
at that stage however and took his knowledge 
into a coaching capacity beginning in in 1998 
as a coaching co-ordinator before spending 
three years with the Wallabies, whom he had 
represented as a player 51 times including 
playing in the 1991 Rugby World Cup Final, 
as an assistant coach to Rod Macqueen and 
Eddie Jones. A five-year spell at the helm of 
the Waratahs from 2003-2008 coincided with 
the ‘Tahs reaching the 2005 Super Rugby 
Final, going down to the Crusaders. He would 
go close again with those in Blue, losing the 
2006 semi-final to the Hurricanes and the 
2008 Final to the Crusaders once more.

Further coaching jobs with the French 
aristocrats of Stade Francais and then back 
home with Queensland Reds followed 
before, on 8 July 2013, he was appointed 
Head Coach of the Wallabies after the 
resignation of incumbent Robbie Deans. He 
stayed in charge for only two seasons before 
famously announcing the end of his tenure 
as in the press conference after the final 
Bledisloe Cup test of 2014, explaining that he 
had submitted his resignation on the morning 
of the match against the All Blacks, effective 
regardless of the result. It shocked the rugby 
community coming, as it did, just six days 
before departure for the 2014 Spring Tour.

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
05/03/96 v Transvaal (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 13-9

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
28/04/96 v Western Province (Newlands, 
Cape Town) L 16-25

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 3
Debut: 05/03/96 v Transvaal (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 13-9
Matches as Captain: 5
Appearances: 24
Points: 0



THE SEASON 
Final Position: 1st (Grand Final Winners)

The ultimate double whammy as the 
Brumbies finished top of the pile and 
went on to claim their second Super 
Rugby title with a stunning win over 
the Crusaders on a famous night in 
the national capital. Heading into 2004 
there was little to sense that this would 
be a title-winning year, a young side 
led by skipper Stirling Mortlock looking 
to recapture the form that had been 
evident in glimpses twelve months 
earlier. Consistency was the key and 
the Brumbies found it in spades. Points 
were racked up on a regular basis, 
particularly at home where no fewer 
than six opponents were unable to 
keep the free-scoring Brumbies below 

the forty-point mark making for some 
exhilarating evenings at a chilly Canberra 
Stadium. Eight wins from eleven matches 
was enough for the Brumbies to end the 
season six points clear at the top of the 
table and earn themselves a home semi-
final clash with the Chiefs. Five tries later 
the Brumbies had triumphed 32-17 and 
were in the Grand Final once more. 

THE KEY PLAYER 
In a title-winning season there are often a 
plethora of players who step up to the mark 
and are influential in the side succeeding. 
It is a team sport after all. However, if we 
were to single out an individual from the 
collective, a daunting and thankless task, 
it’s difficult to look past the contribution 
made by the legendary Joe Roff. The flying 

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2004
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winger, who had more than a touch of 
physicality about his game, was effective 
throughout, scoring seven tries including 
a brace in the final, and proving to be a 
dead-shot from the tee. The boot of Roff 
accounted for 147 points but it’s the total 
penalty goals throughout the season that 
is a telling statistic. The Brumbies only 
kicked sixteen all year, Roff banging over 
fifteen and Matt Giteau one, showcasing 
just how much emphasis there was on 
keeping the ball alive. And when you had 
Roff out wide alongside a myriad of other 
talent, well, who could blame them!

ONE TO REMEMBER 
22/05/2004

Brumbies 47 Crusaders 38
(Canberra Stadium, Canberra)

It could only be the 2004 Super Rugby 
Final where the Brumbies claimed their 
second crown by downing the Crusaders 
in what would be widely regarded as 
an epic. The hosts outscored their Kiwi 
opponents seven tries to six racing off 
to a blistering start leading by a scarcely 
believable 33-0 after only twenty 
minutes. Everything that could go right 
did and the Brumbies looked invincible. 
The Crusaders, as is their wont, hit back 
though and fought to the bitter end 
creating a game that will live long in 
the memory of those who witnessed 
the action. Mark Gerrard claimed a hat-
trick for the Brumbies with Joe Roff (2), 
Matt Giteau and Jeremy Paul adding the 
other tries. Roff kicked six conversions to 
end the game with a personal tally of 22 
points to seal a memorable occasion. 
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ONE TO FORGET
24/04/2004

Waratahs 37 Brumbies 29
(Sydney Football Stadium, Sydney)

In a season that saw only three defeats, 
the Bulls in Pretoria and the Crusaders 
in Christchurch the other two, this 
setback to a Waratahs team who ended 
eighth on the ladder with only five wins 
was particularly disappointing. Not that 
the Brumbies couldn’t have won, they 
scored four tries through Joe Roff, Clyde 
Rathbone, Stirling Mortlock and Scott 
Fava, but ill-discipline was to cost them 
dear. The Waratahs, for whom Lote 
Tuqiri crunched over for a brace of tries, 
relied on the metronomic boot of Matt 
Burke who, via two conversions and six 
penalties, landed a haul of 22 points. 
Ultimately, it was that precision from the 
Waratahs super-boot that was to be the 
difference in front of a crowd of 37,832, 
most of which went home satisfied at the 
final whistle. The Brumbies though would 
have the last laugh. 

SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Crusaders 27 Stormers 16
Brumbies 32 Chiefs 17

FINAL
Brumbies 47 Crusaders 38

ELSEWHERE IN….2004
• The Games of the XXVIII Olympiad 

were held in Athens, Greece during 
August. A total of 10,625 athletes 
(4,329 women and 6.296 men) 
from 201 countries participated in 
301 sporting and athletic events. 

• The EU undergoes its largest 
expansion so far by accepting 10 
new states into the EU: Poland, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Slovenia, Malta, and Cyprus.

• The Big Movies of the Year included 
Shrek 2, Spider-Man 2, Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban and 
The Passion of the Christ.

• The strongest earthquake in 
40 years originates from the 
Indian Ocean close to Indonesia, 
measuring 9.3 on the Richter Scale. 
Creating tsunami waves that sweep 
across much of the coastlines 
of Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, 
the Maldives, Burma, Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

• The silicone wristband first became 
popular in 2004 with the Livestrong 
yellow band which was set up by 
American cyclist Lance Armstrong 
who won his sixth consecutive 
Tour De France that year. 
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THE TOUR
The 1956 Springboks side arrived in Australia 
via plane for the first time, indeed it was 
the first time that any South African touring 
party had arrived on a flight and, when they 
disembarked, it was apparent they had 
brought a 32-man squad that was large in 
stature and in personality. Twenty of the 
group were listed at over 6ft and they would 
be playing half a dozen matches in Australia 
with the game against the ACT at Manuka 
Oval on Tuesday 15 May being the first and 
would include two Tests against Australia, 
inked in for the Sydney Cricket Ground and 
the Brisbane Exhibition Ground. The tour 
opener had historical significance for the ACT 
as it marked the first time in the history of 
Rugby Union in Australia that an international 
team had opened a tour by playing in the 
National Capital. The scene was all set for a 
grand battle in Canberra.
 

THE MATCH
A first match of a tour is always eagerly 
awaited and this one was no exception with 
the Springboks renowned for their physical 
approach and the strength of their robust 
pack. The fixture with the ACT was to be 
no different and the heavier South African 
forwards were the foundation on which the 
41-6 final score was built. The match program 
listed tour captain Basie Viviers as fullback, 
but the points machine switched to centre 
for this fixture, replacing Pat Montini, which 
saw Johnny Buchler, whose usual occupation 
was listed as being a mine clerk, come in at 
fullback. For the ACT Jack Gallagher of Easts 
was named in the starting XV despite being 
listed as a reserve in the match program. The 
game itself was a triumph for the individual 
skills of the rampant Springboks who ended 
the day with seven tries to their name, all of 
them being converted. Jan Du Preez claimed 
a hat-trick with Roy Dryburgh bagging a 
brace as the visitors slung the ball around 
their talented backline. Although lighter, and 
younger, than their opponents, the home 
side more than held their own in several 
phases and were rewarded with a try sored 
by John Maguire of Royals with the other 
three ACT points off the boot of Royals’ Dave 
Gilroy. 

1956: GIANT SPRINGBOKS DOWN ACT
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the precursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Tuesday 15 May 1956  
(Manuka Oval)
ACT 6 (T: John Maguire, P: Dave Gilroy)
South Africa 41 (T: Roy Dryburgh (2), Basie 
Viviers, Jan Du Preez (3), Jeremy Nel, C: Basie 
Viviers (6), Roy Dryburgh, P: Basie Viviers, 
Roy Dryburgh)

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
After summarily despatching the ACT at 
Manuka Oval the Springboks were off and 
running and would cut a swathe through 
their under-done opponents throughout 
the country winning all six of their matches. 
Their supremacy was underlined by the fact 
that they racked up 150 points and conceded 
just 26 across those games. After winning 
in Canberra the ‘Boks defeated New South 
Wales in Sydney (29-9) and then travelled to 

Tamworth where they were made to work 
to see off NSW Country, claiming a narrow 
15-8 victory. That set the team up for the 
first test back in Sydney where a 36,000 
crowd was present to see the South Africans 
keep Australia score-less, claiming a 9-0 win. 
Travelling North to Queensland to finish off 
their Australian assignment, the Springboks 
ran in eleven tries in a 47-3 hammering of 
Queensland with Roy Dryburgh claiming 
six of his own. Having beaten the Wallabies 
9-0 in their first encounter, the tourists did 
the same in Brisbane, repeating the feat 
with another 9-0 win meaning Australia had 
failed to trouble the scorers in 160 minutes 
of Test football. The South Africans scored 29 
tries on tour with Dryburgh, unsurprisingly, 
leading the way with nine. 



Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region



61

Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY
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THE BIG FEATURE
Each edition we will take a closer 
look at a relevant topic concerning 
the World of Rugby. This week our 
correspondent brings you up to date 
with Violeta Tupuola, a Brumbies 
Super W player preparing for the new 
season. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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In this week’s World of Rugby Feature, we stay closer to home and share the story of one of 
our Super W players, Wallaroo Violeta Tupuola. Lachlan Roberts from the RiotAct caught up 

with Violeta ahead of the forthcoming Super W season.

Violeta Tupuola has changed a lot since 
she played her first rugby union match as 
a 17-year-old. Even she admits she doesn't 
recognise her teenage self. “In my first ever 
rugby game, I broke a girl's collarbone and I 
just burst into tears. I wasn't even hurt but I 
was crying because I felt so bad,” she shared.

The blubbering teenager who was afraid of 
contact and getting hurt is a distant memory 
for the girl now affectionately dubbed 
Wrecking Ball by her Brumbies teammates. 
Even her teammates laugh when she tells 
them she played netball growing up. “To 
be fair, if I had met myself three years ago, I 
wouldn't recognise myself. I was shy back then 
and very much in my own bubble. Its cliche, 
but rugby has changed my life and made me a 
different person,” she said.

A country girl at heart, Tupuola was born 
in Griffith, NSW and her family moved to 
Canberra when she was 12 to help her two 
brothers pursue their careers in the Raiders' 
junior’s setup. A self-confessed girly girl, the 
idea of playing rugby was the last thing on 
her mind.

“I hated contact sport and I hated the idea 
of running into people,” she said. “I was a 
very shy girl and I moved to a new school 
when I was 17. A bunch of girls approached 
me at school and said I should try out with 
their rugby side. I agreed because I wanted 
to make new friends.”

While she was crying on the sideline, a 
Brumbies scout had noticed the kind-hearted 
prop and offered Tupuola an opportunity 
with Brumbies. Her rugby career has come 

VIOLETA TUPUOLA BRINGS HER BIG HEART AND 
CRUNCHING TACKLE TO WOMEN'S RUGBY
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leaps and bounds since then. In just her 
second year from switching sports to playing 
rugby, she was named in the Wallaroo squad 
to play in the 2017 World Cup and the 
following year played for the Brumbies in the 
inaugural Super W season.

“When I first started playing rugby, I didn't 
even know there was a woman Australia 
side,” she said with a laugh. “The World Cup 
was probably one of the hardest experiences 
of my entire life but also one of the greatest 
experiences of my life. Not only was it a great 
rugby lesson, but it taught me life lessons 
as a fresh 19-year-old. I play rugby because 
I love the sport. I wasn't playing because 
I wanted to play for Australia or because I 
wanted to get paid one day. I play because I 
am passionate about the sport.”

Last year was cruelled by a series of injuries, 
with a troublesome knee, concussion and 
shoulder injury stopping her from playing the 
entire season. While her short-term goals are 
to inspire the Brumbies to Super W success 
and to return to the Wallaroos setup, in the 
long-term she wants to be an example for 
the other young girls wanting to pursue their 
dreams of playing the sport they love.

“Women's rugby is slowly getting there 
with baby steps. It is going to take time but 
I'm glad that I'm young now so that when I 
am older, rugby will have grown, and the 
younger girls will have a pathway,” she said. 
“I hope one day the women's game will be 
as popular as the men’s is. It might take ten 
years until women are getting paid and they 
get the same treatment as men. That is all I 
wish for.”

Lachlan Roberts (@lrobbo8) is a Canberra 
born and bred journalist for Region Media. 
Got a story idea? Contact him at lroberts@
region.com.au
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If you could judge the 2019 Super Rugby 
on pre-season trial matches alone then 
many would be pointing towards the end of 
the Lions dominance of the South African 
Conference. Having reached the last two 
Super Rugby Finals, cleaning up in the South 
African Division on both occasions, the Lions 
played exciting free-flowing rugby where 
defence seemed to matter very little. You 
score forty, we’ll score forty-one appeared to 
be the motto.

Pre-season hasn’t seen the free-flowing 
Lions of 2017 and 2018 and yet, of course as 
we are all aware, trial results usually count 
for little and the men from Johannesburg will 
rightly be considered Conference favourites 
once more. For the record the Lions were 
beaten 17-21 by the Bulls at Loftus Versfeld 
in Pretoria in their opening match and were 
narrow winners over the Stormers (19-14). 

The second match was part of 
#SuperHeroSunday, the brace of back-to-
back matches played in Cape Town by the 
four South African provinces with the playing 
strips geared towards Super Hero costumes, 
a novel concept that was embraced by fans in 
the Republic. The second match of that series 

saw the Stormers down the Bulls 33-28 in a 
try-packed encounter.

Outside of the narrow win over the Bulls, 
the Stormers have ben running in the 
tries against provincial opposition as False 
Bay Rugby Club conceded 82-points in 
late January before the Boland Cavaliers 
were swept aside 87-5 last weekend in 
Stellenbosch. The other pre-season match 
between South African opposition ended in a 
dour 7-7 draw between the Sharks and Bulls 
despite initial reports crediting the Bulls with 
a 7-5 win! After consultation, match officials 
agreed it was a draw as a first-half conversion 
was successful despite not being recorded at 
the time. 

Elsewhere, the Jaguares swamped the 
Uruguayan National side 61-0 at the Estadio 
Charrua in Montevideo, but with the Rugby 
World Cup looming there is a suspicion that 
that the Argentines focus may be on that 
tournament and that Super rugby may well 
be a series of trials. 

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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As ever the New Zealand Super Rugby 
Conference promises to be a tough one for 
all concerned especially given the likely 
renaissance of the Blues in 2019. The 
Auckland outfit have flatted to deceive in 
recent seasons but, under the leadership of 
new Leon MacDonald, the team appear to 
have taken a new direction and, for what 
they are worth, have posted some excellent 
results in pre-season.
 
Successive wins over the Chiefs in Papakura, 
achieved by a commanding 43-10 score line, 
and a narrower but just as impressive 38-31 
defeat of the Hurricanes in Mangatainoka, 
has raised hopes that the once powerful and 
all-conquering franchise may be back to their 
best this term. They might need to be as the 
New Zealand Conference looks set to be a 
humdinger throughout.
 
Champions the Crusaders are the team 
to beat again, of course, and they’ve also 
recorded a pair of wins in their warm-up 
matches as they saw off the challenge of the 
Hurricanes at Levin Domain in Levin (34-19) 
and the Highlanders, with a 43-38 win in a 
scintillating match at South Bridge Rugby 
Club.
 

The Highlanders had earlier ruined 
Karmichael Hunt’s first outing in a Waratahs 
shirt by carving up the New South Wales 
side in what was a 59-38 romp at Molyneux 
Park in Alexandra. Pre-season games often 
reveal little, but what seems apparent is that 
all the New Zealand sides have not lost the 
appetite for scoring tries and racking up the 
scoreboard. We expect much the same in 
2019.
 
The Crusaders, under their enigmatic Head 
Coach Scott Robertson, are considered the 
favourites for the New Zealand title once 
more but expect to see them pushed all the 
way by the Hurricanes. A revived Blues and 
a stock Highlanders will be difficult to beat, 
and you can never count out the Chiefs, who 
signed former Rebel flyhalf Jack Debreczeni 
and defeated the Reds 21-19 in Ballymore 
last Friday, can never be written off.

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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CANADA IS LAST NATION TO QUALITY FOR RWC 2019
Canada became the 20th and final team 
to book their place at this year’s massive 
Rugby World Cup in Japan following a tense 
and exhilarating Repechage tournament, 
a new concept created for Rugby World 
Cup Qualification, held in Marseille at the 
end of 2018. Hong Kong, Canada, Kenya 
and Germany competed in a round-robin 
format event played across three match 
days on Sunday 11 November, Saturday 17 
November and Friday 23 November 2018. 
Canada slots into a tough looking Pool B at 
RWC 2019 alongside defending champions 
New Zealand, South Africa, Italy and 
Namibia.

GIANT SOUTH AFRICAN INCLUDED IN LES BLEUS 
SQUAD
The South African contingent in the French 
team increased with the announcement of 
their Six Nations squad last month. SA-born 
lock Paul Willemse was one of five uncapped 

players named by Jacques Brunel for the two 
opening matches of the Championship. The 
former Bulls second row forward, Willemse 
(26) qualifies for his adoptive country on 
residency grounds – having spent more than 
three years with Top 14 clubs Montpellier and 
Grenoble. The Pretoria native received his 
citizenship in November after French Rugby 
Federation president Bernard Laporte said in 
December 2016 that possession of a French 
passport was a requirement for inclusion in 
the national team. Brunel pointed out the 
2.01m tall Willemse’s physical attributes as a 
reason for his inclusion.

HANSEN TO STEP DOWN AS ALL BLACKS COACH
The incomparable reign of Steve Hansen as All 
Blacks coach will finish after this year’s Rugby 
World Cup in Japan. Hansen has announced 
next year will be his eighth and last in charge 
of the world champions, ending with what 
he hopes is the successful defence of the 
Webb Ellis Cup. The 59-year-old hasn’t made 
a decision about his future beyond 2019, 

WORLD OF RUGBY: 
GLOBAL NEWS

Stories from around the globe that you may have missed in the wonderful, 
and sometimes weird, World of Rugby. 
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denying some reports he plans to take up an 
over-arching director role at New Zealand 
Rugby. Hansen has overseen the All Blacks 
during a period of unprecedented success, 
with just eight losses in his 96 Tests in charge.

SOUTH AMERICAN CLEAN SWEEP IN ARC
It was a weekend to savour for the Sudamérica 
Rugby region in the Americas Rugby 
Championship with Argentina XV ending 
14-man USA’s 11-game unbeaten run in the 
competition, Brazil shocking Canada and 
Uruguay coming out on top in their ‘derby’ 
against Chile. The US Eagles suffered their first 
defeat in the Americas Rugby Championship 
since 2017, losing 45-14 against Argentina 
XV in the heat of Patagonian city of Cipoletti. 
The second round of the Americas Rugby 
Championship, which opened on Friday with 
Uruguay beating Chile 20-5, finished in Sao 
José dos Campos with Brazil upsetting RWC 
2019 qualifiers Canada 18-9.

SAINTS TO MEET SARACENS IN PREMIERSHIP RUGBY 
CUP FINAL
Northampton Saints will host Saracens in the 
Premiership Rugby Cup final on 17 March after 
a high-scoring semi-final win over Newcastle 
Falcons. There were 14 tries in all at Franklin’s 
Gardens, scored by 13 different players as the 
Saints ran out winners 59-3. Saracens beat 
Worcester 38-22 on Friday to secure their place 

in the final, a brace of tries from Tom Howe 
seeing them through to the showdown. 
Saracens are currently second in the Aviva 
Premiership table whilst the Saints are ninth.

CHILEAN REFEREEING RETURNS TO THE TOP LEVEL
When Brazil played Canada last week 
Frank Méndez carried the flag for Chile’s 
refereeing community in the Americas 
Rugby Championship. Chilean rugby will 
have a referee in a World Rugby tournament 
for the first time in five years. Frank Méndez 
has been chosen to take charge of the 
Americas Rugby Championship 2019 second-
round game between Brazil and Canada 
on Saturday. Aged 26, he juggles his tight 
schedule as the top referee in his country, 
with his role as refereeing development 
officer and leading a huge rugby project at 
his club, Tapiales Rugby Club. Located in La 
Pintana, adjacent to a deprived social area, 
where drug trafficking is rife, Tapiales Rugby 
Club is an oasis for boys and girls searching 
for a better life.



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) 19:45
23 Chiefs (h) 19:45

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) 17:35
8 Rebels (a) 19:45
15 Waratahs (h) 19:45
24 Reds (a) 16:00
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) 15:15
13 Lions (h) 19:45
20 Stormers (a) 23:05
28 Jaguares (a) 07:40

MAY
4 Blues (h) 19:45
12 Sunwolves (h) 16:00
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

LUCAS TO HIT FIFTY 
Scrumhalf Matt Lucas will hit fifty Super 
Rugby caps the next time that he takes 
to the field. The halfback has played 49 
Super Rugby games to date including 
16 for the Brumbies. In that timeframe 
Lucas has scored 16 Super Rugby points 
via two tries and one conversion with the 
conversion his only points in Brumbies 
colours so far – a nerveless sideline 
slot against in the 24-12 win over the 
Hurricanes at GIO Stadium on Saturday 30 
June last season. 

HALF-A-DOZEN CENTURIONS
The Plus500 Brumbies can count six 
players in their 2019 Super Rugby squad 
who have clocked up a century or more of 
appearances in the Southern Hemisphere 
flagship competition. Christian Lealiifano 
(132), David Pocock (109), Henry Speight 
(108), Sam Carter (105), Tevita Kuridrani 
(105) and James Slipper (104) are the men 
who have hit that remarkable milestone. 
Scott Sio, currently on 85 Super Rugby 
appearances, could be the next man to 
join that exclusive club.

POINTS MILESTONES IN SIGHT
It might take a sensational season 
with the boot, but Christian Lealiifano 
currently needs just 155 more points to 
hit the 1,000-point barrier for the Plus500 
Brumbies. Stirling Mortlock (1,019) is the 
only other Brumby who has hit that mark 
in Super Rugby history. Meanwhile, the 
flying Fijian, Henry Speight, needs just 
nine tries to reach fifty for the club. That’s 
the same total that leading scorer Tom 
Banks achieved in the 2018 season. We 
will keep you posted on their progress.

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY FINISHEDIN 2018

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Waratahs 16 9 1 6 557 445 +112 6 44
2 Rebels 16 7 0 9 440 461 -21 8 36
3 Brumbies 16 7 0 9 393 422 -29 6 34
4 Reds 16 6 0 10 389 501 -112 4 28
5 Sunwolves 16 3 0 13 404 664 -260 2 14

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders 16 14 0 2 542 295 +247 7 63
2 Hurricanes 16 11 0 5 474 343 +131 7 51
3 Chiefs 16 11 0 5 463 368 +98 5 49
4 Highlanders 16 10 0 6 437 445 -8 4 44
5 Blues 16 4 0 12 378 509 -131 6 22

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Lions 16 9 0 7 519 435 +84 10 46
2 Jaguares 16 9 0 7 409 418 -9 2 38
3 Sharks 16 7 1 8 437 442 -5 6 36
4 Stormers 16 6 0 10 390 423 -33 5 29
5 Bulls 16 6 0 10 441 502 -61 5 29



6 EVENTS 17 DAYS

Brumbies_148x210.indd   1 05/02/2019   3:48:40 PM
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2018 APPS 2018 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA - - 59 5 – 1t

Rory ARNOLD - - 58 25 – 5t

Tom BANKS - - 28 60 – 12t

Sam CARTER - - 105 40 – 8t

Tom CUSACK - - 17 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS - - 10 -

Blake ENEVER - - 45 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A - - 13 15 – 3t

Vunipola FIFITA - - 0 -

Mack HANSEN - - 0 -

Wharenui HAWERA - - 31 186 ¬– 2t, 40c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU - - 0 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE - - 11 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI - - 105 105 – 21t

Christian LEALIIFANO - - 132 845 – 19t, 144c, 152p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN - - 33 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN - - 1 -

Matt LUCAS - - 49 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA - - 60 35 – 7t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY - - 28 20 – 4t

Connal MCINERNEY - - 6 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD - - 14 30 – 6t

Chance PENI - - 14 35 – 7t

David POCOCK - - 109 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL - - 42 15 – 3t

Toni PULU - - 31 70 – 14t

Tom ROSS - - 0 -

Pete SAMU - - 33 45 – 9t 

Irae SIMONE - - 10 -

Scott SIO - - 85 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER - - 104 25 – 5t 

Henry SPEIGHT - - 108 205 – 41t

Darcy SWAIN - - 1 -

Lausii TALIAULI - - 23 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI - - 3 5 – 1t

Tom WRIGHT - - 0 -
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Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

The Plus500 Brumbies will head into Round 1 
of the Super Rugby season boasting a 100% 
record from their two trial matches played in 
late January and early February. Successive 
victories over the Rebels and Waratahs mean 
that Dan McKellar and his team should be 
full of confidence as they take to the GIPO 
Stadium turf for the first time in anger tonight. 
 
Viking Park provided the venue for the first 
hit-out of pre-season with the Rebels making 
the trip to Canberra. The match itself turned 
out to be a personal triumph for centre Tevita 
Kuridrani who emphatically announced that 
he was back from injury with a blistering hat-
trick of tries to help lead the Brumbies to a 
convincing 52-38 success. 

Len Ikitau added aa double to the K-Train 
brace whilst there were impressive displays 
from Tom Wright, Chance Peni, Noah Lolesio 
and many others in an excellent all-round 
performance in front of an appreciative 
crowd of around 2,000 on a hot and humid 
afternoon. 

Plus500 Brumbies 52 (T: Kuridrani (3), Ikitau 
(2), Wright, Peni, Muirhead, C: Hawera (3), 

Lolesio (3)) Rebels 38 (T: Tui, Faamausili, Haisila, 
Talakai, de Crispney, Brodie, C: Waaka (2), 
Goddard, King)

The team followed up that with a trip up the 
Hume highway to take on the Waratahs on a 
Thursday evening in Goulburn. The picturesque 
Goulburn Workers Arena was the venue for the 
clash with the Brumbies welcoming back some of 
their Wallaby internationals for the match.

Indeed, it was one of those internationals, Folau 
Fainga’a, who claimed one of five Brumbies 
scores in a 34-28 success over ninety minutes 
with two late Waratahs scores, in the final third, 
giving the result a closer look than the actual 
reality of a dominant Brumbies display.  

Kuridrani rampaged over for his fourth try in two 
matches and Lausii Taliauli, Irae Simone and Tom 
Ross added to the Brumbies tally to set the team 
up nicel for the challenges that lay ahead. 

Plus500 Brumbies 34 (T: Fainga’a, Taliauli, 
Simone, Kuridrani, Ross, C: Lealiifano (2), 
Hawera, P: Lealiifano) Waratahs 28 (T: 
Holloway, Swinton (2), Miller, C: Mason (2), 
Harrison (2))



Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 
#SUPERSEASON




