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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BRUMBIES
Our feature interview with Toni Pulu kicks off the Getting 
to Know Your Brumbies section in this edition plus Josh 
Mann-Rea tells us his favourite things and Wharenui 
Hawera reveals his first and last. 

MORE THAN A CLUB 
We take a look at the latest news from the Griffin Legal 
John I Dent Cup plus hear from one of our many matchday 
volunteers in ‘My Brumbies’.

MATCHDAY 
It’s match time! We welcome the Blues to GIO Stadium 
today and take a look ahead at the action on the field as 
well as statistically revisiting our previous matches.

IN OPPOSITION 
Who’s hot in the colours of the Blues. Find out all you 
need to know about today’s opposition, their form and 
tactics, key players, their greatest day, season in stats and a 
pictorial look at previous encounters. 

RETRO BRUMBIES
Our regular trip down memory lane is tinged with nostalgia 
as always! This week we shine the spotlight on former 
Brumbies skipper Owen Finegan.  Take a trip back in time 
and recall the day the All Blacks visited the capital in 1992.

THE WORLD OF RUGBY
Have you missed out on what’s been happening in the 
global game? Never fear we have your answers! With focus 
on the happenings in South Africa and New Zealand plus a 
look further afield in our Global News service. 

FOR THE RECORD
All the important information about your Plus500 Brumbies 
including fixtures, results, playing records and the latest 
ladder standings. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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COACHES 
COMMENTS
Welcome to GIO Stadium for our Round 
12 clash with the Blues from Auckland. 
Last time we were here we recorded a 
very good win over a Lions team that have 
been in the past three Super Rugby Finals. 
Since then we have been on tour to South 
Africa and Argentina. 

We return from our tour with one win and 
one narrow defeat and I couldn’t have 
been prouder of the effort that the team 
put in. It’s a draining trip, both physically 
and mentally, heading from these shores 
to Cape Town and back again, via Buenos 
Aires, possibly the most demanding 
of trips on the schedule involving nine 
different flights. 

Our defensive performance in Cape Town 
was magnificent and in attack we took our 
opportunities to come away with a victory 
that, I am sure, will be regarded as one 
of the best that the Brumbies have ever 
achieved when reflected on in years to 
come.

Whilst we fell just short in Buenos Aires 
against the Jaguares, the team cannot 
be faulted for their effort again, backing 
up after a second long-haul flight in a 
week, to come within five-points of 
a result. The conditions made fluent 
rugby difficult, it had rained for two 
days and the ball was very greasy, but 
the players dug in and found the will 
and determination to push to the final 
whistle. 

That ability to dig deep within the 
reserves and fight to the end is 
something that I have never doubted 
with this group as they’ve proved 
themselves time and again. Now we 
are back home and looking to end the 
season strongly. That begins tonight 
against a talented Blues team. Your 
support is, as always, much appreciated. 
Enjoy the game!

Dan McKellar
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GETTING TO K N O WYOUR BRUMBIES

THE BIG INTERVIEW
Our feature-length interview this 
week is with Toni Pulu. Find out 
how our speedster began his love 
affair with rugby, how he joined the 
Brumbies and everything in between!

MY FAVOURITE THINGS
Like you, the Brumbies players have 
a selection of favourite things. Each 
week we ask a member of the team 
to tell us their favourite things. Today 
we find out all about hooker Josh 
Mann-Rea. 

MY FIRST & LAST
Want to know what your Brumbies 
First and Last were? Check out our 
new feature where the stars spill 
the beans. This week we chat to 
playmaker Wharenui Hawera. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Find out what some of our stars have 
being doing off the field as we bring 
you up to date with the best of their 
Social Media. 
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PACEMAN PULU RUNNING 
HIS OWN RACE
Toni Pulu has always been a talent, but it 
was when he committed fully to his craft, 
that his jet-heels propelled him to the stars. 
His rugby journey has taken some tough 
turns, but the lessons learned from his early 
struggles have now put Pulu on a collision 
course to international recognition.

Born in Los Angeles, USA, with the ability to 
make fast people look slow, Pulu may have 
been a wide-receiver with the Rams in the 
NFL but for moving to New Zealand as a 
youngster.

There, as it does for pretty much every kid 
growing up in the land of the long white 
cloud, rugby began to take a hold of Pulu, 
the joy and love the game filled him with 
being the driving force for his playing 
initially.
 
“I grew up watching the All Blacks play the 
Wallabies, when I lived in New Zealand, 

there would be a few times when the Wallabies 
would win and that fuelled my inspiration 
in playing rugby,” Pulu remembered, in an 
exclusive interview for ‘THE BREAKDOWN’.

“Since I was 5 years old, I’ve played the game 
and just loved it and one day I thought, if I ever 
play professional rugby it would be a bonus, 
but it was for the love. I went Duilworth School, 
in New Market, Auckland. I was a boarder 
there, played there and that eventually got me 
to Counties (Manukau).”

Since joining the club at the end of last season, 
Pulu has established himself in the Brumbies 
family, fitting in seamlessly in his new home, 
the only hiccup being his debut lasted only a 
matter of minutes.

“It wasn’t the debut I wanted obviously. At the 
time, in my head, I just thought, this can’t be 
happening.,” Pulu said, with a wry smile and a 
chuckle.

FEATURE ARTICLE: RIAN MURPHY
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“The Brumbies have put all this effort in 
getting me here and for me to get injured in 
my first game, I felt sorry because I couldn’t 
repay that and do the job.”

Pulu returned to the field away to the 
Crusaders, where he showed a glimpse of his 
rare speed, breaking out from his 22m before 
providing a perfect assist to Tevita Kuridrani.

When Pulu runs, you don’t always realise just 
how fast he’s moving. For his first Brumbies 
try, a beautiful score in GIO Stadium, Pulu 
found himself in space, but with plenty of 
distance between him and the tryline.

It was a typical two on one where the cover 
defence closes in on the winger before 
he reaches the line. Only with Pulu, they 
never got close. Watching on, it was almost 
disorientating, it seemed the Lions defence 
stopped.

But they didn’t, he is just that quick. From 
birth, Pulu has been blessed with ridiculous 
pace and skill. You would think then, looking 
at his career and given his gifts, that is has 
been smooth sailing for Pulu throughout his 
rugby journey.

It hasn’t been, but by his own admission, it 
probably should have been, but Pulu was 
so good as a young player, he never had to 
work hard for what he got. It was only once 
perhaps lesser-gifted players started passing 
him, that the drive and hunger inside him 
started to wake.

Luckily for Pulu, one of the people who 
recognized his potential was Tana Umaga, 
one of the greatest centres the game has 
ever seen, and more importantly, the coach 
at Counties Manukau in the ITM Cup.

Once there, the potential in Pulu began to be 
realised, in a professional environment and 
surrounded by players who set the standard 
and path forward for Pulu.

“I got a chance when I was younger from 
Tana. He gave me another shot. Growing up, 
with all the pace and skill, I didn’t have to 
train, so I was kind of found wanting when 
I came out of school, but Tana gave me an 
opportunity and I took it with both hands,” 
Pulu explained.

“I played with Bundee Aki, who has played 
Test rugby with Ireland now, DJ Forbes was 
another one, so there was a lot of quality 
around me when I was first coming through 
and they helped me a long at the start.

“Two years after school I realised I has stuffed 
up my chances, but I still wouldn’t change it. 
It made me want it more once I got there. As a 
player, it’s made me who I am now, someone 
who wants to prove people wrong.”
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Having learned his lessons, and now 
instilled with a work ethic to match his 
natural ability, Pulu just kept getting better 
and better. They say you can’t coach pace, 
so anyone who can move the way Pulu does 
eventually catches the eye of coaches at the 
higher level.

Pulu happened to catch two separate 
pairs of eyes, one being Dave Rennie the 
Head Coach of the Chiefs at the time, the 
other being Sir Gordon Tietjens, or Tich as 
he is known, the ‘Grand-Maester’ of New 
Zealand 7’s rugby.

In his 25 years coaching the Kiwi limited 
numbers side, Tich has helped the launch 
the careers of stars like Julian Savea, Mils 
Muliaina, Christian Cullen and (ahem), 
Jonah Lomu!

So if Gordon Tietjens thinks you can play, 
you can, and but for getting a last second 
call from Rennie, Pulu would have been 
joining the circuit, leaving no chance of him 
ever moving to Canberra. As it was, Pulu 
joined the Chiefs and began his ascension 
up the Super Rugby ladder.

“It was a surprise. I wasn’t supposed to be 
contracted because I had actually just got 
a call from Tich asking If I wanted to go play 
sevens,” Pulu explained.

“Dave Rennie rung me like straight after and 
asked me to come play for him with the Chiefs 
and I took it, as a wider player. I enjoyed it and 
learned so much there.

“It was easier because I went through all the 
grades, not just straight from school like a 
lot of guys do. Obviously, my mindset had to 
change a bit with the step up. Being in this 
environment, you realise the commitment it 
takes.

“People think you only play rugby but it’s a 
full time job, and I wish I would have looked 
after my body a bit more when I was younger 
because this takes a lot out of you.”

One thing is for sure, in Pulu the Brumbies 
have a player who is absolutely committed to 
the cause. Joining the Brumbies, represents a 
chance for Pulu to potentially make the next 
leap in his career.
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Many can excel at the Super Rugby level, 
without ever getting a sniff of international 
footy. Pulu is one the few who can make 
that step-up. The Brumbies are known for 
bringing in players who have the potential, 
but just need the right environment to reach 
the heights their ability can take them. Pulu 
believes, for reasons not just confined to 
on the field, that joining the Brumbies is a 
perfect fit.

“Again, I was a bit surprised that the 
Brumbies came calling. I spoke to Dan, about 
the culture and what he expected out of the 
team this year and that,” Pulu explained. 

“He kept mentioning family, and that’s what 
stood out to me. Family is everything to me, 
so it just seemed like a fit, and he made me 
feel so welcome. I think you don’t have to 
prove yourself off the pitch when you come 
to this club, you get accepted for who you 
are, and they just help you with everything.

“There’s no hierarchy, no one is a big dog 
and everyone treats everyone equally. You 
understand quickly who has been here for a 
while so respect that, but they aren’t treated 

any different. This year, some results haven’t 
gone our way, even though we’ve been 
competitive. It’s on us as a team to realise 
they could have been our games.”

“I look at the group we have, we’ve got a 
lot of talent and a lot of young boys coming 
through that will leave the club in good hands 
and continue our traditions here, but we’re 
still fighting for that playoff spot.

“Hopefully the fans see what I can do, I just 
want to do my best for them. Obviously if 
international honours come I’ll take it and 
would be a huge honour to play for the 
Wallabies. It’s a goal of mine to reach that 
next level, but right now I’m focusing on 
Brumbies.”

Since 1996, the Brumbies have been blessed 
with greatness on the flanks. From Joe Roff 
to Clyde Rathbone, Mark Gerrard to Henry 
Speight, pace has always been adored by 
Brumbies fans. Time will tell, if Toni Pulu joins 
those ranks as Wallaby wings from the ACT 
but he certainly has the goods to succeed. 



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!

C H A M P A G N E  B A R
CONTACT CORPORATE@BRUMBIES.COM.AU 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 1300 228 278

PREMIUM BRUMBIES GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
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FOOD Meat

COFFEE ORDER Cappuccino

DRINK Sarsaparilla

SANDWICH FILLING Meat

BAND / MUSICIAN John Fogarty

TV SHOW Outback Truckers

MOVIE Tombstone

BOOK Marley & Me

VIDEO GAME Wonder Boy

GROUND PLAYED AT Newlands, Cape Town

SPORTS HERO David Gillespie

SCHOOL SUBJECT Religion

DANCE MOVE Heel & Toe

ITEMS OF CLOTHING Thongs

COLOUR Blue

SUPERHERO He-Man

HOLIDAY DESTINATION Fiji

WAY TO RELAX Family

MY FAVOURITE
Plus500 Brumbies prop Josh Mann-Rea took time out 

from his training schedule to tell us about his 
favourite things…….

THINGS
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MY LAST
CAR

CAMBO

CELEBRITY CRUSH
MY FIANCÉE

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
DRAKE – VIEWS

HOLIDAY 
BALI

MOVIE WATCHED
BIRD BOX

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
2K

TRY I SCORED
EARLIER THIS SEASON

AWARD WON
OFF FIELD GLUG

BOOK I READ
ECONOMICS

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
FORKLIFT DRIVER

MEAL I COOKED
PORK ROAST

PARTY I ATTENDED 
BAY DREAMS

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
MINDFULNESS

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@CHEEZELS

MY FIRST
CAR

RANGE ROVER

CELEBRITY CRUSH
BEYONCÉ

ALBUM / SONG LISTENED TO 
BOW WOW

HOLIDAY 
RAROTONGA

MOVIE WATCHED
GREEN MILE

VIDEO GAME PLAYED 
TONY HAWKE

TRY I SCORED
U10S

AWARD WON
FAIR PLAY

BOOK I READ
HARRY POTTER

JOB (NON-RUGBY)
BURGER KING

MEAL I COOKED
STIR FRY

PARTY I ATTENDED 
CAN’T REMEMBER!

THING I DO IN THE DAY 
SIT-UPS

INSTAGRAM FOLLOW
@TOMOFFBANKS
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 

WHARENUI?
WHARENUI HAWERA
POSITION: Flyhalf
DOB: 22/5/1993 (age: 25)
BIRTHPLACE: Hamilton, New 
Zealand
HEIGHT: 180cm
WEIGHT: 89kg
SCHOOL: St. Peter’s School, 
Hamilton, New Zealand
BRUMBY NUMBER: 188
SUPER RUGBY / BRUMBIES 
DEBUT: 2017 v Crusaders, 
Christchurch
SUPER RUGBY CAPS: 36
SUPER RUGBY POINTS: 190 
(2T, 42C, 32P)
ACT CLUB: Gungahlin Eagles

Flyhalf Wharenui Hawera is 

the next to take part in our 

new series detailing 

‘My First & Last’. 
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GETTING TO KNOW THE 
BRUMBIES: SOCIAL MEDIA

The Plus500 Brumbies playing group are active on most forms of Social Media allowing the 
fans a glimpse into their live away from the training field and matchday. Here we take a 

brief look at what some of the players have been up to over the past few weeks.



THE LAND ROVER 
MAIN EVENT

With outstanding drive away prices on the adventurous and versatile 
Discovery Sport TD4 SE, there’s never been a better time to experience  
the revolutionary design and unrivalled capability of Land Rover.

Lennock Land Rover, 126 Melrose Drive,  
Phillip, Act 2606. Telephone: (02) 6282 2022 
lennocklandrover.com.au

DISCOVERY SPORT TD4 SE FROM

$57,990*
DRIVE AWAY

*Recommended drive away price for 18MY Discovery Sport TD4 SE Diesel ordered and delivered between 
01.01.2019 and 28.02.2019 at participating Retailers while stocks last.

LRAU-XCL19-PRT1659_Match_Day_Program_A5_FA.indd   1 31/1/19   10:09 am



Set your sights on

Canberra
this autumn
Cultural must-dos and foodie hotspots collide with 
after-dark events and early morning balloon rides 

to create the ultimate weekend away.

Come and discover why Canberra was named 
Lonely Planet’s third best city to visit in 2018.

VISITCANBERRA.COM.AU

J3335 - VC Autumn 2019_See Canberra_FA2.indd   1 12/3/19   9:59 am
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M O R E  T H A N A CLUB

GRASSROOTS ROUND-UP
What’s been happening at 
Grassroots level at Brumbies 
Rugby and beyond? 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
The latest news from our tireless 
Community team as they engage 
the next generation of rugby 
players across our region and 
beyond.

SUPER W 
All the latest information from 
our Women’s Super W program 
including fixtures, results and 
news. 

ACADEMY 
All the latest information from our 
Academy program, in Association 
with the Brumbies Foundation, 
including fixtures, results and 
news. 

18

20

22

24
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My Volunteer role with the Brumbies 
Team is as a Registered Nurse (RN) 
which I have been doing for the past 21 
Seasons. Prior to this Volunteer role I was 
using my Sports Medicine skills, learnt 
whilst working as a RN ‘Casual on Call’ 
at the request of the original Director 
of the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) 
- Sports Science Sports Medicine (SSSM) 
Professor Peter Fricker. 

I was assisting as a Volunteer with 
Canberra’s Easts Rugby Club throughout 
the grades, from Firsts down to Colts. In 
1997 I was seconded by the AIS/SSSM 
Department from my Substantive ACT 
Health role as After-Hours Manager Of 
both Calvary Public and Private Hospitals 
co-located in Bruce, ACT. 

This role was a combined Management 
& Clinical position as it included being 
key personnel in the Medical Emergency 
Team (MET). The role at the AIS was for 
six months to cover leave for the senior 

M Y  B R U M B I E S 
RN in the SSSM area. During that year 
Dr, Warren McDonald (Senior Sports 
Physician at the AIS) was appointed as 
the Brumbies Sports Physician.  

Dr. McDonald approached my colleague, 
RN Donna Ridley and I, to discuss the 
feasibility of establishing a Medical 
Support Team for all Home Games at GIO 
Stadium for the Brumbies Team and the 
visitors in the Super Rugby Competition. 
He was aware that we were both Rugby 
Union Fans. 
 
Therefore, with our combined networks 
in the ACT Medical Fraternity, including 
Medical Imaging Department, plus 
utilising the skills of the AIS/SSSM 
Advanced Trainee Registrar a Team was 
easily established on a Voluntary basis.  

My skills and expertise in Sports 
Medicine Nursing was recognised by the 
Australian Rugby Union Organisation 

HELEN BULL
In the first of an occasional series, our volunteers, the lifeblood of our club on 
matchdays, tell us their tales of how they became involved at the Plus500 Brumbies. 



and I was invited to be the Match Day 
RN for all International Tests, which 
also included the Wallabies, that were 
designated to be held in the ACT. This 
Voluntary Medical Team also covered all 
International games played in Canberra 
during the 2003 Rugby World Cup. 

Both Donna & I were selected to 
participate in the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games Medical Team. My role was to 
co-ordinate Triage in the Polyclinic based 
in the Olympic Village at Homebush. I 
was once again seconded from my ACT 
Health position to perform this role. 

Over many years I’ve endeavoured to 
mentor and share my knowledge with 
many RN’s who regularly volunteer 
in Canberra with local competition 
at all levels. I have been fortunate to 
foster long standing friendships with 
past and present players, and their 

families, through mutual respect and 
communication whilst sharing their 
achievements on their sporting journeys. 

Friendships have also been formed with 
many other Match Day Volunteers who 
are based “in the tunnel” at Canberra 
Stadium, including the Security Team, as 
we tend to be a collaborative group, who 
share a common goal in the provision of 
a high standard of support and care to 
our Brumbies team and their opposition. 

It is always rewarding to receive the 
positive feedback from opposing 
team personnel, players and their 
families regarding the Medical support 
provided. With this collaborative 
voluntary framework in place we and 
the Organisations’ Management Team 
are able to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for all the Athletes.
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The Griffin Legal John I Dent Cup has seen it 
all already, and it’s only four rounds in to the 
season. We’ve seen upsets, comebacks, draws 
and whitewashes all in the space of a month of 
non-stop action across the board.

The Gungahlin Eagles are leading the pack at the 
moment, undefeated with three wins, they’re 
looking unstoppable at the moment. Starting 
of their season with an upset victory over 
Tuggeranong at Viking demonstrated how they 
want to play, hard. Followed by a demolition of 
Easts 74-5 in Round 2. 

Royals are the only other undefeated team so 
far but it hasn’t come easy. A last minute penalty 
got them the win over Wests, a close fought 
battle with Easts and a comfortable win against 
Queanbeyan have meant that they are looking at 
strong contenders come August.

Tuggeranong have struggled to find consistency, 
snatching their first victory against a valiant Uni-
Norths side last week and before that, a thrilling 
47-47 draw against Wests. Down by more than 
20 points with 10 minutes left, Vikings scored 
three tries to draw the match several minutes 
after the siren.

GRIFFIN LEGAL

Uni-Norths started their season off strong with 
two victories only to fall to Tuggeranong in the 
dying stages of the matchup last week. The 
team is young, they don’t have a huge amount 
of experience to fall back on however they are 
proving that they can can be a real threat for 
Top 4 contention.

Wests should have two wins under their belt 
so far. After leading Royals for the majority 
of the match, a second half comeback from 
Royals was nearly identical to their draw 
with Tuggeranong. If Wests want to make 
something of their season they need to have 
full commitment for the whole 80 minutes.

Queanbeyan and Easts are still without a win 
this season. Easts are struggling to score points 
and the Whites haven’t capitalised on their 
chances when presented to them.

It’s early days of the season, anything can 
happen in this competition, we’ve seen it 
happen before.

Words: Rob Davison

JOHN I DENT CUP: THE STORY SO FAR…
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With the ACT rugby union Women’s Division 
kicking off on May 4th, there is a great deal of 
anticipation falls across the ACT leading into 
the first round.

Buildcorp Super W scrum-half, and University 
of Canberra Law student, Jane Garraway 
is eager to lace up the boots, following a 
much needed and deserved few weeks of 
recuperation, concluding a stellar Super W 
season with the Brumbies. 

“A highlight of the season was the fact that 
we were able to go one step further and 
make a semi-final’” Garraway commented. “It 
is a real testament to how hard all the girls 
worked this season. The body is good. I’ve 
had a few week off since our last Super W 
match and I’m feeling good an am ready for 
the next 15’s season.

“After every Super W Season, you always kind 
of contemplate having a bit of time off. But 
I’ve had a few weeks off and I still have a few 
more weeks off before the 15’s season start 
on the 4th of May in ACT. Hopefully that will 
give me enough time to get my body ready.”

Garraway praised the Super W women’s side and 
is eagerly looking forward to the 2020 season 
wearing the yellow, navy and white. 

“I am really looking forward to the next Super 
W season. Hopefully we can again go one step 
further and make the grand final,” she said. “I 
think one of the reasons the season was so great 
was the bunch of girls that made up the team, it 
was a real ‘work hard’ feeling in the team”

Perhaps this is why the 21-year-old has made 
the decision to return to her local ACT Women’s 
Division side, the Uni-North Owls. The union club 
is often held in high regard when discussing both 
the culture and community, which evidently both 
the players and staff promote. When discussing 
culture with club president, Michael Axelson, 
who sought a similar conclusion.

“We try to incorporate our ISHARE moto through 
everything that we do,” Garraway revealed. “The 
I stands for inclusive, S for supportive, H for 
honest, A for accountable, R for respectful and E 
for enjoyable.”

The young intelligent cross rugby star has 
developed her game at the Northside club, with 
a player history spanning back six years.

GARRAWAY RETURN TO UNI-NORTH OWLS 
POST A STELLAR SUPER W SEASON
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“I’ve been at the club for the past six years 
and I love it,” Garraway said. “The best thing 
about the club is the culture. It’s something 
that I know all the girls and staff work really 
hard to implement and it’s what makes the 
club as great as it is.

“I played 7’s when I lived in Wagga. Then I 
moved to Sydney and made the transition to 
15’s. I love 15’s, it doesn't just rely on fitness, 
you have to use a lot of tactics and it’s really 
fun to be a part of. Also, the culture of 15’s is 
great, a real team atmosphere.”

With nine players linking between the Owls 
Women’s team and the Brumbies Super W 
squad in 2018, this could be a key connection 
and link in the positive culture and 
determination between the clubs. Leading to 
question whether the Owls area is somewhat 
of a development club for the State team.

Off the field, Garraway can be found studying a 
Bachelor of Law at The University of Canberra, 
she is currently in her final year. The Wagga 
born youngster is also working part-time as 
SHG Lawyers, assisting with paralegal and 
administrative tasks. Whilst Garraway’s life 
seems to be on track, the rugby powerhouse 
cross legal star is still facing issues that any 
21-year-old will face.

“I’m currently in my final year of a law degree and 
have no idea what I want to do at the end of it,” 
Garraway laughed. “Sports law is something that 
I'm interested in, but I really don't have anything 
completely that I would lean towards. The next 
year will be big in deciding my career path”

However, with a somewhat relaxing off season 
and a supportive Women’s division culture at the 
Owls, her next focus, along with the local season 
kicking off on May 4th is her birthday, which falls 
on 20th May. She hopes to spend the celebrating 
with a team win, surrounded by the Owls girls. 

“I think my birthday falls on a Sunday, which 
means I’ll be celebrating it with the Owls girls,” 
she said. “Hopefully there is a cake involved.”

Words: Natasha Prior
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TOUR SPECIAL
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M AT C H D AY
BRUMBIES V BLUES

MATCH PREVIEW
Whetting your appetite for the main 
event with our match preview ahead 
of the Super Rugby clash between 
the Plus500 Brumbies and the Blues. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A statistical look at the matches 
between the Plus500 Brumbies sand 
today’s guests, the Blues.

PRE-MATCH ACTION
What’s happening prior to the 
main match today? Here’s all the 
information you need to know about 
our pre-match action!

PLAYER PROFILES 
Introducing your 2019 Plus500 
Brumbies Super Rugby Squad. 

TODAY’S TEAMS
Both line-ups and match officials 
for Super Rugby Round 12: Plus500 
Brumbies v Blues.
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MATCH PREVIEW: BLUES IN TOWN
After a gruelling tour, the Plus500 
Brumbies are back at GIO Stadium looking 
to make it four in a row at home against 
the Blues. Having taken five points home 
from Super Rugby’s most daunting trip, 
the Brumbies are moving in the right 
direction but face another tough test 
tonight in the Blues. 

This is the first in a set of three home 
games which could define the Brumbies 
season. Though the final result in Buenos 
Aires last Sunday was disappointing 
for the Brumbies, the defensive steal 
Dan McKellar has clearly instilled in his 
charges on tour could be crucial to the 
Brumbies chances of making the playoffs. 

It all starts tonight, however. The Blues 
currently sit 4th in the New Zealand 
conference, but are much improved this 
season. Leon MacDonald was installed as 
Head Coach in the offseason, and from 
the start, the Auckland side have just 
been much harder to beat. 

Tough losses in their opening three 
games still showed their endeavour, and 
in Round four, the Blues began to strut, 
beating the Sunwolves sparking a four 

game unbeaten run. It probably should have 
been five on the trot against the Chiefs given 
their performance in that game.

Last time out the Blues probably had their 
worst day out of the season, losing 24-12 
to the Highlanders, so you can bet they will 
be out to prove a point tonight, but the 
Brumbies will not fear the Blues, especially 
at home. 

If the Brumbies are to climb this ladder, and 
join the top table once again come playoff 
time, GIO Stadium must become a fortress. 
The Brumbies have proven on tour, that they 
are no frontrunners, that they have the grit 
and mental-toughness to handle adversity, 
even when it looks like all the odds are 
stacked up against us.

Time to draw on the best fans in the world 
and to conjure up yet another home-ground 
stunner. We dazzled the Chiefs, 54-17. 
Then we sent the ‘Tahs back up the Hume 
highway with a 19-13 win, before beating 
the Lions last time out on home soil. Raise 
those voices, let the boys out on the field 
hear you, these next three games at GIO 
Stadium, the Brumbies get 2019 back on 
track. 



Tonight, the Plus500 Brumbies are taking 
the opportunity to thank the Australian 
Armed Services, in our first home fixture 
since Anzac Day.
 
Proceeds from the game will be donated to 
Mates4Mates, a charity providing support 
for all wounded, injured or ill members of 
the Australian Defence Force (current or ex-
serving).
 
All Military personnel, and their families 
were given reduced-priced entry for this 
evening clash against the Blues, a small 
gesture on our part for the incredible work 
each and every one of them do for the 
people of Australia.
 
Milling around GIO Stadium, you may 
also notice The Band of the Royal Military 

College and the Australian Defence Force 
Academy Band, who will be providing pre-
match entertainment and welcoming the 
players to the field.
 
But before all that, RMC and Goulburn will 
face off in a clash that has a little more at 
stake than your usual curtain raiser. RMC, 
second, currently sit just three points behind 
top-placed Goulburn in the ACT First Division 
First Grade ladder.
 
Goulburn have been on an absolute tear this 
year, winning all four of their games in quite 
convincing fashion. RMC are also undefeated 
to start off 2019, the only blemish on their 
otherwise pristine record being a 19-19 draw 
away to Wests last time out.
 
There will also be a variety of military 
capability demonstrations and recruiting 
displays for fans to experience.

PRE-MATCH ACTION
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RMC V GOULBURN
KICK-OFF: 5.05PM

V
1. Henry Cooper 
2. Brad Muddiman 
3. Corbie Yeo
4. Boyd Newby 
5. Ben Cheatham
6. Brad Clements 
7. Mikael Webber 
8. Jordan Wilcox C
9. Jackson Reardon 
10. Hamish McCormack 
11. Tynan Rae
12. Alec Palmer 
13. Jordan Lees 
14. Matthew Spratley 
15. Adam Lachlan

Reserves 
16. Nick Tabner 
17. Grant Mooney 
18. Ben Todkill
19. Michael McKillop
20. Josh Hannan 
21. Aidan Greaves
22. Ben Jnr Naivaluvou 

Coach: Ben Pearson

1. Gordon Meggs
2. Tom Griffiths
3. Siale Kupu
4. Andrew Rudge
5. Andrew Farrands
6. Brendon Robertson
7. Conor Fitzgerald
8. Nicholas Jenkins
9. Viliame Matai
10. Sam Hand
11. Vilimoni Masikau
12. Alex Cronan
13. Mark Rakatani
14. Henry Qasevakatini
15. Travis Block

Reserves
16. Alexander McLachlan
17. Aniello Nastasi
18. Josh Dunk
19. Brett Bennett
20. TBC
21. Jeremaia Lakoinavuli
22. CJ Perry
23. TBC
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275 POINTS
220 POINTS

552 POINTS
518 POINTS

BLUES WINS BLUES WINS

V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S

DRAWN

0
149 5 5

LAST FIVE BIGGEST WIN

05/05/2001 
BRUMBIES 35 BLUES 7

BIGGEST DEFEAT

28/03/2003 
BLUES 41 BRUMBIES 15

30/04/2017 – BRU 12 BLU 18

08/07/2016 – BLU 40 BRU 15

10/04/2015 – BLU 16 BRU 14

04/04/2014 – BRU 26 BLU 9

25/03/2013 – BLU 13 BRU 20
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GUTSY IS CALLING
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Brumbies youngsters Noah Lolesio and Lachlan 
Lonergan are excelling in Junior Wallabies 
colours, both having gotten on the scoresheet 
against Japan in their opening fixture of the U20 
Oceania Championships.
 
The Australian U20’s got out to a hot start in the 
Bond University-based tournament, winning by 
a whopping 64-14 margin. Lonergan and Lolesio 
didn’t look a foot out of place amongst the best 
of their peers, showcasing their talents on the 
international stage.
 
Lolesio looked the part playing inside centre 
in a quality Junior Wallabies backline, adding 
a calming presence to the team on their first 
outing since linking up late last year. The 
playmaking was there to see, but so was 
Lolesio’s pace and footwork, particularly for 
his try where he rounded Japan’s fullback with 
ease and raced home for one of the scores of 
the night.
 
Up front, you could just tell Lonergan was 
the complete package as a young hooker. Still 
developing of course, but all the tools are there. 

Lonergan’s set piece work was clean, he did 
his job in defence and looked every bit the 
Brumby as he steered a quality Aussie maul 
over the line for his try.
 
The Williamsdale native has the added 
benefit of working closely with one of his 
most recent Brumbies mentors, Brumbies 
U19 Head Coach, Ruaidhri Murphy. This is 
the second season the former ACT prop has 
taken the forwards for the Junior Wallabies. 
Last season, Murphy was credited with 
turning the Australian pack into one of the 
most feared units at the World Cup, and has 
been doing an equallts at the World Cup, 
and has been doing an equally effective job 
with the Brumbies pack in Super Rugby.
 
Both Lolesio and Lonergan show that the 
Brumbies pathway continues to produce 
quality talent, in Lonergan’s case a local 
gem just beginning to shine and Lolesio, 
someone who has come to Canberra and 
only gotten better. We look forward to 
watching their journeys with the Junior 
Wallabies and in to the future.

JUNIOR WALLABIES
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

ALLAN ALAALATOA

Position: Prop
DOB: 28/1/1994 (age: 25)
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 120kg

RORY ARNOLD

Position: Lock
DOB: 1/7/1990 (age: 28)
Height: 2.08m
Weight: 120kg

JAHROME BROWN
Position: Flanker
DOB: 29/9/1996 (age: 22)
Height: 1.89m
Weight: 105kg

TOM BANKS

Position: Outside Back
DOB: 18/6/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 93kg

SAM CARTER

Position: Lock
DOB: 10/9/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 2.01m
Weight: 116kg

TOM CUSACK

Position: Backrow
DOB: 1/3/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.91m
Weight: 101kg

MURRAY DOUGLAS

Position: Lock / Backrow
DOB: 27/10/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 1.98m
Weight: 115kg

FOLAU FAINGA’A 

Position: Hooker
DOB: 5/5/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.78m
Weight: 106kg
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THIS IS BRUMBIES COUNTRY

CHRISTIAN LEALIIFANO

Position: Centre/Flyhalf
DOB: 24/9/1987 (age: 31)
Height: 1.79m
Weight: 95kg

LESLIE LEULUAIALII-MAKIN

Position: Prop
DOB: 2/1/1992 (age: 27)
Height: 1.74m
Weight: 112kg

RYAN LONERGAN

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 6/4/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 80kg

CONNAL MCINERNEY

Position: Hooker
DOB: 2/3/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.81m
Weight: 104kg

ANDREW MUIRHEAD

Position: Wing
DOB: 8/7/1993 (age: 25)
Height: 1.83m
Weight: 84kg

JOE POWELL

Position: Scrumhalf
DOB: 11/4/1994 (age: 24)
Height: 1.77m
Weight: 85kg

TONI PULU

Position: Wing
DOB: 28/11/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.84m
Weight: 93kg

LEN IKITAU

Position: Centre
DOB: 1/10/1998 (age: 20)
Height: 1.80m
Weight: 90kg
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YOUR 2019 Plus500 BRUMBIES

DAN MCKELLAR

Position: Head Coach
DOB: 17/7/76 (age:42)

DARCY SWAIN

Position: Lock
DOB: 5/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 2.00m
Weight: 108kg

TOM WRIGHT

Position: Inside Back
DOB: 21/7/1997 (age: 21)
Height: 186cm
Weight: 98kg

HENRY SPEIGHT

Position: Wing
DOB: 24/3/1988 (age: 30)
Height: 1.86m
Weight: 97kg

PETE SAMU

Position: Backrow
DOB: 17/12/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.85m
Weight: 102kg

IRAE SIMONE

Position: Centre
DOB: 10/7/1995 (age: 23)
Height: 1.93m
Weight: 105kg

SCOTT SIO

Position: Prop
DOB: 16/10/1991 (age: 27)
Height: 1.87m
Weight: 115kg

JAMES SLIPPER

Position: Prop
DOB: 6/6/1989 (age: 29)
Height: 185cm
Weight: 117kg
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· Guarantee you new customers
· Increase your cashflow
· Move excess stock or fill your downtime
· Open new business networks.

Want a
game changer
for your business?

Let us help your business today!
Bartercard will:

Bartercard has been helping 
businesses for over 27 years.



38

Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Connal McInerney
17. Scott Sio
18. Leslie Leuluaialii-Makin
19. Darcy Swain
20. Murray Douglas
21. Ryan Lonergan
22. Tom Wright
23. Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa
Rory Arnold
Sam Carter
Tom Cusack
Jahrome Brown
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Christian Lealiifano
Toni Pulu
Irae Simone
Len Ikitau
Henry Speight
Tom Banks

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS

DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

Referee: Damon Murphy
Assistant referee: Ben O'Keeffe 

Assistant referee: Angus Gardner 
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Match Officials:

Replacements
16. Leni Apisai
17. Alex Hodgman
18. Ofa Tuungafasi
19. Joshua Goodhue
20. Jed Brown
21. Sam Nock
22. Harry Plummer
23. Matt Duffie

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Karl Tu'inukuafe
James Parsons
Sione Mafileo

Patrick Tuipulotu
Gerard Cowley-Tuioti

Tom Robinson
Dalton Papali'i

Akira Ioane
Jonathan Ruru

Otere Black
Rieko Ioane
Ma'a Nonu

TJ Faiane
Caleb Clarke

Melani Nanai

STARTING XV

TRIES
PENALTY GOALS
CONVERSIONS
DROP GOALS
HALF TIME
FULL TIME

#4: Brodie Ingram
#5: Robert Whyte
TMO: Ian Smith *team subject to change, official line-

up not available at time of publication



Suite 2, The Precinct, 539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, E: abrophy@oneills.com

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia  |  IG: oneillssportsau

OVER 100 YEARS OF SPORTING EXCELLENCE

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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I N  O P P O S I T I O NBLUES
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THEIR FORM AND TACTICS
How have today’s opponents been faring and 
why? Our ‘Insider View’ takes you into the 
tactics and form of our visitors the Blues. 

KEY PLAYERS 
Who’s the main threat to the Plus500 
Brumbies this afternoon? Breakdown takes 
an analytical view as to who might have the 
most influence for the Blues today.  

THEIR GREATEST DAY 
Every dog has its day, and some are better 
than others. Breakdown looks back at the 
most memorable moment in history for 
our guests the Blues. This week, it’s the 
Blues 2003 Grand Final encounter with the 
Crusaders.

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST
There have been many memorable 
encounters between the Brumbies and our 
visitors to GIO Stadium today. Breakdown 
focuses on our Greatest Victory and Toughest 
Loss against the Blues.

THE SEASON IN STATS 
How many tries have our visitors scored 
this season, how many cards have they 
accumulated, how many tackles have they 
won and more! Our statistical look at the 
season so far for the Blues.
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It’s never easy, when you’re in the New 
Zealand conference and the Blues have 
shown how hard it can be. Rebuilding 
can be hard but playing the Crusaders, 
Hurricanes, Chiefs and Highlanders 
twice a year makes it so much harder. 

No, the Blues aren’t back to their best 
yet, but boy are they competitive. It’s 
the best place to start when you’re 
trying to climb the ladder, be tough to 
beat and more often than not, good 
things will start to happen.

The Blues are one of the better 
defensive sides in Super Rugby. They 
are bottom five in points conceded, 
have missed the fewest tackles and 
have shipped just one yellow card all-
season, though they do give away a lot 
of penalties.  

You could tell from the start that the 
Blues were much more buttoned up 
this year. Losing by two points to the 
Crusaders is still a loss, but it showed 
that the Blues were not going to be an 
easy out for anyone in 2019. 

It took until round four for the Blues 
to actually win a game, but even in the 
losses, the improvement was evident. 
The Blues are excellent at keeping the 
ball. Kiwi teams generally kick the ball 
far more than you would think, but the 
Blues play a more contemporary Euro-

style of rugby, playing to patterns in 
multiphase that are designed to batter 
teams in to submission. 

The stats show this too. The Blues are 
top three in run metres and have the 
most ‘+7 phases’ attacking efforts. 
They’re also high in the linebreak and 
tackle bust stats, which shows the 
gameplan is working. The problem is 
they can’t finish. The Blues are lower 
in the tries and points tally than their 
raw attacking stats would suggest. 

Now, you can say there’s no benefit 
in all those stats if you can’t complete 
the job, but they show the Blues are 
trending the right way. Their victories 
over the Sunwolves, Highlanders 
and Stormers showed that the Blues 
are a potential playoff banana-skin 
for the top-sides, though results 
more recently against the Chiefs and 
Highlanders suggest they still have a 
long way to go. 

What they have in spades is talent. 
Rieko Ioane is the most devastating 
finisher in World Rugby right now. His 
speed and balance are frightening, 
and he always seems to be at the exact 
right place when a line break happens. 
He’s a classic finisher, and his eight-
try tally so far is only limited to that 
because of his sides own struggles. 

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T H E I R  F O R M  A N D  T A C T I C S
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At fullback, Melani Nanai tops the 
run metres for the competition so 
far and is right up there in defenders 
beaten as well. Inside their outside 
backs, the Ma’a’naissance continues 
with the former All-Black destroyer 
back to his best busting defenders for 
fun. With Nonu, Rieko’s brother Akira 
Ioane, Patrick Tuipulotu and Karl 
Tu’inukuafe, the Blues have potential 
match winners everywhere. 

Tonight, the Brumbies will have to 
prepared to defend. We’ve seen in 
the past two weeks, the Brumbies 
are more than capable of fronting up, 
but given the travel and gruesome 
games they have been in recently, the 
Brumbies will have to be ready to go 
deep in to their energy reserves. 

In attack, the Brumbies will look to 
play the Blues at their own game and 
start to build the phases, something 
Brumbies captain Christian Lealiifano 
was a big work on this week. Keep the 
ball, and play in the right areas while 
holding a good edge in the defence 
on the counter, and the Brumbies 
will give themselves a great chance at 
victory. 
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AKIRA IOANE
Position: Loose Forward
Height: 194
Weight: 113
International Caps: 0

Akira Ioane has quickly become one of 
the most devastating men in Super Rugby. 
Playing all but two minutes of the 2018 
season and notching up his 50th Super 
Rugby cap at the start of 2019, Akira is one 
of the Blues’ most important players and was 
awarded the title of Most Valuable Player 
for their last season. Like a lot of talented 
players, Akira made his name in the sevens 
circuit, with the highlight of his career in the 
shortened version of the game being a silver 
medal in the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
From there he was a standout for the U20 
All Blacks in 2015, winning the World Rugby 
U20 Championships before debuting for the 
Maori All Blacks. Although he didn’t play for 
the All Blacks in 2018, Akira was perhaps 
the most pivotal player in Auckland’s first 
provincial rugby premiership title in 11 years, 
scoring a try in their 40-33 extra time win 
over Canterbury. This season in Super Rugby 
Ioane has continued his outstanding form, 
averaging 10.4 runs a game which puts him 
6th overall in the competition. The powerful 
loose forward is a handful for any team to 
defend, and his barnstorming runs off the 
back of the scrum pose a threat to all.

PATRICK TUIPULOTU
Position: Lock 
Height: 198cm
Weight: 120kg
International Caps: 19

Patrick Tuipulotu has been an outstanding 
member of the Blues for a few seasons now, 
and has been rewarded in 2019 with the 
co-captaincy alongside Blake Gibson. The 
towering lock plays a very physical style, 
and one of the most impressive aspects to 
his game is his athleticism and ability to play 
for long minutes. Tuipulotu is a vital part of 
the Blues’ lineout and at almost 2m tall it is 
easy to understand why. Patrick has played 
19 tests for the All Blacks, scoring three tries 
for his country. He missed out on selection in 
the national squad for the 2015 Rugby World 
Cup due to surgery on his hip, but barring 
injury he will surely be an integral part of the 
squad this time around. The tight forward is 
immense at the breakdown and is a constant 
attacking threat close to the line. You could 
be forgiven for thinking Tuipulotu has been 
around for longer than his five seasons with 
the Blues and the All Blacks, his maturity and 
on field presence are up there with the likes 
of Sam Whitelock and Brodie Retallick. This 
year fans and coaches alike will be hoping 
the young man can keep up his fantastic form 
and avoid the injuries that have plagued his 
career.
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I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  F R O N T 
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REIKO IOANE
Position: Wing, Midfield Back
Height: 188cm
Weight: 103kg
International Caps: 21

Reiko Ioane burst onto the Super Rugby 
scene in 2016 and hasn’t looked back since. 
Making his All Blacks debut at the age of 19 
in the same year, Reiko has already scored 
22 test tries with an outstanding strike rate 
of over one try per game. The electrifying 
back earned himself the title of World 
Rugby Breakthrough Player of the Year in 
2017 and has since cemented his spot in 
many eyes as the best winger currently 
playing the game. Reiko Ioane and Ben 
Smith are perhaps the only two players 
in the All Blacks backline that are assured 
of their spot in the New Zealand first XV. 
Scoring 10 tries last season, Reiko was 
voted Auckland’s Fan Player of the Year 
and this season he has already scored 8 
tries in 9 games putting him tied at the top 
of the try scoring charts. His 22 linebreaks 
put him clear on top of his Super Rugby 
counterparts and guarantees he is watched 
closely by his opposition. Ioane has been 
played in a number of backline positions 
for the Blues, but the return of Ma’a Nonu 
and the fantastic form of TJ Faiane suggests 
the wing will be his main position for the 
2019 campaign. 

MA’A NONU
Position: Inside Centre 
Height: 182cm
Weight: 105kg
International Caps: 103

In his first season back in Super Rugby after 
a four-year long stint in France with Toulon, 
Ma’a Nonu is finally back and playing some of 
his best rugby for the Blues in 2019. Already 
scoring 3 tries this year, including a double 
in the Blues’ round 9 clash with North Island 
rivals the Chiefs, the midfield goliath has 
shown he is still in with a chance of playing 
international rugby once again. Nonu is a 
centurion in both Super Rugby and for the 
All Blacks and his experience is something 
the Auckland franchise has sorely missed in 
previous years. Ma’a Nonu could go down 
as the greatest centre to ever play for the 
All Blacks, but if he can be the first to play in 
three consecutive World Cup Winning squads 
it would be hard to see any player taking that 
honour away from him. The way he has been 
playing with Auckland’s Mitre 10 Cup Captain 
TJ Faiane this season is invaluable to the team, 
and if opposition teams think they are getting 
a player past his prime this year they are sorely 
mistaken.

I N  O P P O S I T I O N :  T W O  F R O M  T H E  B A C K
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THEIR GREATEST DAY: BLUES
The Blues had already claimed the Super 
Rugby title twice by the time they lined-up 
for the 2003 showdown with the Crusaders 
having bagged the inaugural competition 
honours in 1996 (defeating the Natal Sharks 
45-21) and 1997 (against our Brumbies 23-
7). In the intervening five years though they 
had to take a back-seat as the Crusaders 
assumed the mantle of New Zealand’s best 
rugby side claiming four of the next five 
titles, the odd one out being the Brumbies 
2001 win over the Sharks. That meant that 
this fixture took on added significance as the 
Auckland side were aiming to restore their 
reputation as the number one team from 
the Land of the Long White Cloud.

In the Final itself, between the sides that 
had finished one and two on the ladder, the 
Blues were outscored three tries to two, but 
the accurate kicking of five-eighth Carlos 
Spencer was enough to ensure his side won 
a deserved title. The Blues looked to have 
the game secure when flanker Daniel Braid 
put his side ahead 21-10 in the 67th minute. 
But the defending champions attacked 
relentlessly in a thrilling final 10 minutes. 
Daniel Carter, Leon MacDonald and Chris 
Jack were either stopped on the line or were 
just centimetres short before winger Caleb 
Ralph finally found a way through in the 
76th minute to reduce the lead to 21-17 but 
it was not enough as the Blues clinched their 
third Super 12 title.

MATCH DETAILS
24 May 2003

Eden Park, Auckland
Attendance: 47,000

Referee: Andre Watson

RESULTS
Blues 21 (T: Doug Howlett, Daniel Braid, 
C: Carlos Spencer P: Carlos Spencer (3))

Crusaders 17 (T: Mark Hammett (2), 
Caleb Ralph, C: Andrew Mehrtens)
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FAMOUS VICTORY
Result: 44-27

Date: 20/02/2004
Venue: Canberra Stadium, Canberra

Scorers: T: S. Mortlock, M. Giteau, 
S. Larkham, O. Finegan, J. Paul, C: J. 

Roff (4), Giteau; P: J. Roff (2), Giteau

TOUGHEST LOSS
Result: 7-23
Date: 31/05/1997
Venue: Eden Park, Auckland
Scorers: T: J. Roff, C: J. Roff 
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BLUES
SEASON IN STATS – 2019 

All statistics courtesy of sanzarrugby.com
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R E T R OBRUMBIES
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LEADING FROM THE FRONT
Our exclusive series charts the 
captaincy career of every player 
who has led the Brumbies since the 
inception of Super Rugby in 1996. This 
week we spotlight Owen Finegan. 

THE BRUMBIES YEARS 
Take a trip down memory lane and 
revisit a Brumbies season from the 
past. With focus on our best and 
worst performances, our player of 
the year and a fun look at what else 
happened globally that year. This 
week we look at 2008. 

TOURISTS TALES
The ACT has been the venue for many 
exciting visits from touring sides down 
the years. In this series we remember 
some of the best. This week sees a 
visit from a powerful All Blacks squad 
in 1992. 
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OWEN FINEGAN
There is a piece in Michael McKernan’s 
2006 book, ‘The Brumbies: The Super 12 
Years’ which mentions the first time that 
Owen Finegan fronted the media as captain 
of the Brumbies. The story comes from 
before Finegan led the side onto the field 
for the maiden time as skipper, the match 
on 6 March 1998 against the Highlanders 
at Bruce Stadium in Canberra. His unique 
sense of humour was on display to the full 
when, according to McKernan, of Stephen 
Larkham he said, “I don’t know how he gets 
through gaps like he does, I think it’s just 
that he is so thin, he turns sideways when 
he comes into the backline and no-one can 
see him.’’

Finegan was in the role as leader for the 
visit of the Kiwis, incidentally a match that 
the Brumbies won 34-26 scoring five tries 

with the aforementioned Larkham snagging a 
brace, due to the incredible number of injuries 
the team had sustained so early in the season, 
a number that included regular skipper Brett 
Robinson. Also sidelined were James Holbeck, 
injured in pre-season, Joe Roff, Ipolito 
Fenukitau and George Gregan. Mitchell Hardy, 
David Jacques and Patricio Noriega were 
soon to join the expanded list of the walking 
wounded. Finegan was called upon to lead 
the troops into action again that season as 
Robinson recovered from injury with Gregan 
also getting a first chance at leading the side.

It was to be six years before Finegan was 
tasked with the captaincy mantle once more, 
named as skipper once in the 2004 season. 
It was some time to add to his previous two 
stints as the Brumbies front man, the Grand 
Final no less, as the Crusaders came calling to 
the nation’s capital in what was to go down 
as a Super Rugby epic for the ages. Stirling 
Mortlock had led the team for most of the 

LEADING 
FROM THE 
FRONT
The Plus500 Brumbies have been blessed with some enigmatic and outstanding leaders 
since the inception of the club in 1996. In this new series we look at the men who have 

led the club into battle. 
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season, but a shoulder injury suffered in the 
semi-final win over the Chiefs meant that 
Mortlock, despite a race against time to get 
fit, was unable to take his place in the squad 
for the big game. Finegan had set the tone 
for the week in the media leading up to the 
Final itself.

“We really have to come home with a win 
otherwise it has all been no good,” Finegan 
had said, recounted in McKernan’s Brumbies 
story. The flanker was referring to the team’s 
outstanding season which had seen them 
win all but three of their matches, racking 
up forty points or more against the Blues, 
Cats, Reds, Highlanders and Hurricanes, all 
at Canberra Stadium. It was some form, but 
this was the Crusaders and a team that had 
also been in fine fettle, ending the season in 
second place, scoring 345 points in eleven 
matches and giving the Brumbies a touch-
up in Christchurch in early-April, running out 
solid 47-28 victors themselves. In the end the 
Brumbies did themselves proud, ripping into 
their visitors and establishing a lead that they 
would never relinquish despite a formidable 
comeback from the New Zealanders in the 
second half. 

Finegan would go on to lead the Brumbies 
three further times the following season, 
2005, taking his total appearances as Captain 
to six proving to be a more than capable 
understudy when Mortlock was invalided 
out of action. Indeed, it wasn’t until his final 
match as Captain that he tasted defeat in 
the leadership role. Having stepped in for 
Mortlock in the Week 2 win over the Bulls 
in Canberra (a 21-19 come from behind 
success) and replicating the role a week later 
at the same venue against the Stormers (a 
22-19 win sealed by a rare Gregan drop-goal), 
his final bow as captain was in South Africa 
against the Sharks in Durban.

FIRST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
06/03/98 v Highlanders 
(Bruce Stadium, Canberra) W 34-26

LAST MATCH AS CAPTAIN
26/03/05 v Sharks 
(ABSA Stadium, Durban) L 24-36

BRUMBIES SUPER RUGBY RECORD
Brumby # 8
Debut: 05/03/96 v Transvaal (Bruce Stadium, 
Canberra) W 13-9
Matches as Captain: 6
Appearances: 92
Points: 150 (30T)
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THE SEASON 
Final Position: 9th 

Another rebuilding year for the Brumbies 
saw the team finish 2008 in a disappointing 
position of ninth on the amalgamated table 
with both the Force and the Waratahs 
finishing higher than the men from the 
National Capital. That the Waratahs would 
reach the Grand Final only compounded 
the sense of disillusionment in Canberra 
about the gradual decline of what had 
been a Champion team. It was yet another 
competitive season with the Brumbies 
winning six and losing seven of their thirteen 
matches, totalling thirty points, eleven 
off what would have secured a semi-final 
place. Again, it was the end of the year that 
was to prove telling with a trio of defeats 
to the Stormers and Bulls in South Africa 
and the Force in Perth, particularly galling. 
That none of those teams made the finals 
tells its own story. There were mitigating 
factors, a string of injuries causing the 
Brumbies all sorts of issues and leading to 
nine debutants having to take centre-stage 
throughout the season. 

THE KEY PLAYER 
As usual George Smith was in intimidating 
form and was named Brett Robinson 
Player’s Player of the Year, but it was fellow 
forward Nic Henderson who got the nod as 
Best Forward amongst the coaching staff. 
Henderson was a no-nonsense style of 
loosehead prop, giving sterling service to 
the Brumbies over a career of 68 matches 
before doing the same in the colours of 
the Western Force and Melbourne Rebels. 
A product of Kooringal High School in New 
South Wales, Henderson at one stage held 
the record or playing the most Super Rugby 
games without scoring a try, an incredible 
119 games. Good enough to win a trio of 
caps for the Wallabies at international 
level, Henderson eventually retired from 
the game in 2013. His performances in a 
difficult season in 2008 were excellent with 
his thirst for work in the set-piece only 
matched by his bone-crunching tackles in 
defence. Held in high-esteem by fans and 
team-mates alike, Henderson was a shining 
light in a rough year. 

THE BRUMBY 
YEARS: 2008
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ONE TO REMEMBER 
12/04/2008

Blues 11 Brumbies 16
(Eden Park, Auckland)

A tasty away win over the notoriously difficult 
Blues and a victory at Eden Park in Auckland 
is never to be sniffed at and the 2008 victory 
was perhaps the highlight of a truncated 
season for Laurie Fisher and his team. 
Heading into the match with just one win 
in four, against the whipping boy Cheetahs, 
and off the back of a 28-42 hammering by 
the Chiefs in Canberra, the Brumbies were 
heavy underdogs. That’s when the men 
from the ACT usually thrive however and so 
it proved once more. A try from Christian 
Lealiifano, added to by a conversion and two 
penalties from Stirling Mortlock and a Mark 
Gerrard penalty saw the Brumbies home 16-
11 meaning that a try from Rudi Wolf and 
a brace of Nick Evans penalties were to no 
avail. 

ONE TO FORGET
15/02/2008

Crusaders 34 Brumbies 3
(AMI Stadium, Christchurch)

Every team wants to start the season with a 
bang, to lay down a marker ahead of what is 
one of the toughest agenda’s in World Rugby, 
the Super Rugby campaign. A trip across the 
Tasman to New Zealand, and an away fixture 
with the Crusaders, would not be top of most 
people’s ways to begin that arduous journey, 
but the Brumbies suffered that fate in 2008. 
The Kiwis were largely rattled at not having 
won the tournament the year before, a rare 
lean year for the team from Christchurch, but 
they began this season as they meant to carry 
on, inflicting a big defeat on the Brumbies. 
The hosts, led by the impeccable Dan Carter 
who claimed nineteen points, scored four 
tries whilst all the Brumbies could manage 
was a Julian Huxley penalty.
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SUPER RUGBY FINALS RESULTS
SEMI-FINALS

Crusaders 33 Hurricanes 22
Waratahs 28 Sharks 13

FINAL
Crusaders 20 Waratahs 12

ELSEWHERE IN….2008
• The Big Movies included The 

Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian, 
The Dark Knight, Kung Fu Panda, 
Quantum of Solace, Mamma Mia, 
Iron Man and Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 

• In 1987, Steve Rothstein bought 
a lifetime unlimited first-class 
American Airlines ticket for 
$250,000. He flew over 10,000 flights 
costing the company $21,000,000. 
They terminated his ticket in 2008.  

• Norway knighted a penguin this year. 
He is the mascot and Colonel-in-
Chief of the Norwegian Royal Guard, 
and his full name is Sir Nils Olav II. 

• The highest score ever recorded 
in a video game was on a ROM 
of a cancelled Garfield game for 
the Atari 2600, by Tom Duncan 
on June 19, 2008, the score was 
23,418,862,404,272,676,864 points.  

• For one day in 2008 there was 
an app in the App Store that 
cost $999.99 USD and did 
nothing. Eight people bought it. 

• Polish composer André Tchaikovsky 
donated his skull to the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in hopes that 
it would be used as a prop for the 
skull of Yorick. In 2008, the skull was 
used in a series of performances of 
Hamlet at the Courtyard Theatre, 
Stratford-upon-Avon.
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THE TOUR
The All Blacks embarked on an eleven-match 
tour of Australia in 1992 and, when injury 
replacements are considered, would use 36 
players during their trek across the country. 
The match with the Kookaburras would be 
their fourth match on tour and, by the time 
the Kiwis rolled into Canberra, they had 
already racked up 169 points in their opening 
trio of matches. The first of these, the 80-0 
hammering of Western Australia in Perth, is 
notable for being the first match played by the 
All Blacks when tries counted for five points 
and John Timu, who claimed four on the 
evening, was the first to touch down under 
the new ruling. The tourists scored thirteen 
tries and followed that with a further five in a 
48-18 win over South Australia Invitation XV 
in Adelaide. NSW were then battered 41-9 
in Sydney, five more tires added to the tally, 
before the All Blacks came to Manuka Oval.    
 

THE MATCH
Around 6,500 spectators were at Manuka 
Oval for the encounter with the All Blacks 
played on a fine winter’s day where the 
Royals front row pair of Jim Taylor and Geoff 
Didier lined up against the New Zealanders 
for the third time, having played in both the 
1980 and 1984 fixtures. The writing was 
on the wall early on as the tourists scored 
three tries in the opening quarter of an hour 
through Graeme Bachop, Eric Rush and Terry 
Wright, but didn’t convert any of them! Taylor 
crossed for the home side before the break, 
with the half-time score 25-10 in favour of 
the Kiwis. The All Blacks repeated their feat of 
the first fifteen minutes with a further three 
tries in the final fifteen to run away with 
the game, Eroni Clarke getting a brace. The 
home side earned the plaudits of their more-
vaunted opponents afterwards. Earl Kirton, 
Laurie Mains' assistant, commented, “You 
have got to give the ACT credit, they tackled 
and they tackled, they covered well and did 
their bit,” whilst he All Blacks captain for the 
day, Michael Brewer, said, “They got a sniff 
— in the last fifteen minutes of the first half 
and the first twenty of the second they were 
very competitive.” Royals’ John Ross was 
the Kookaburras standout performer closely 
followed by rookie halfback Paul Brown.

1992: ALL BLACKS MACHINE ROLLS THROUGH CAPITAL
In this exclusive new series, Breakdown looks back at significant matches 
played by overseas tourists in Canberra against our local representative 

teams, the pre-cursors to today’s modern Brumbies.
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THE RESULT
Wednesday 1 July 1992  
(Manuka Oval)
ACT 13 (T: Jim Taylor, C: Matthew O’Connor, 
P: Matthew O’Connor (2))
New Zealand 45 (T: Eric Rush, Marc Ellis, 
Terry Wright, Graeme Bachop, Eroni Clarke 
(2), Kevin Schuler, C: Terry Wright (2), P: Terry 
Wright (2))

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER?
Put simply, Australia won the Bledisloe Cup. 
It doesn’t happen very often these days, but 
this was an excellent Australian side fresh 
off winning the 1991 Rugby World Cup in 
London. They defeated New Zealand 16-15 
in the First Test match played at the SFS, 
tries from David Campese and Tim Horan, 

seeing off the Kiwis, and would do the same 
in the Second Test played in Ballymore on 19 
July. On that occasion, two tries from Paul 
Carozza helped Australia to a 19-17 success. 
In between times, the New Zealanders were 
busy wiping the floor with the State teams 
put before them, drubbing the Victorian 
President’s XV 53-3 at Olympic Park in 
Melbourne, then defeating Queensland 26-
19 in Ballymore before downing Queensland 
‘B’ 32-13 in a rare tour match played at 
Barlow Park in Cairns. After the Second Test 
defeat the All Blacks were stunned by Sydney 
at Penrith Stadium, contributing to their own 
downfall with the selection of three stop-gap 
forwards drafted in from holiday and looking 
generally disinterested, Sydney wining 40-
17. The All Blacks had the last word though 
saving face with a Third Test win at the SFS 
where Grant Fox contributed sixteen points 
from the boot in a 26-23 victory.



Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region
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Digital Regional News

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

T H E  W O R L D OF RUGBY
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THE BIG FEATURE
Each edition we will take a closer look 
at a relevant topic concerning the 
World of Rugby in our Big Feature. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views from the Republic. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in South Africa?

NEW ZEALAND 
The latest Super Rugby news and 
views across the Tasman. Who’s 
leading the way and who’s impressing 
in New Zealand?

GLOBAL NEWS 
Catch up with the most important 
topics making rugby news around the 
World in our bite-sized news section. 
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THE MATCH?
AUSTRALIA v FIJI
Saturday 21 September
Sapporo Dome, Sapporo
 

WHO ARE THEY?
Consistent qualifiers for the big show, Fiji 
have been a regular at the Rugby World Cup 
since its inception in 1987 being drawn in 
the same pool as tournament winners New 
Zealand, Argentina and Italy. Fiji is one of 
the few countries where rugby union is the 
main sport. There are approximately 80,000 
registered players from a total population of 
around 950,000 and they regularly see their 
superstar players disappearing overseas 
to Australia, New Zealand and Europe. Fiji 
perform the Cibi, their tribal war dance, 
before every test match having first done so 
way back in 1939.
 

RUNNING HOT OR COLD?
A bit of both actually. Last year the team 
played six tests, winning four and losing two 
so, mathematically, it’s all a bit so-so. But, 
delve deeper and its probably what you would 
expect. Wins over Samoa (22-20) and Georgia 

(37-15) in the South Pacific Championship 
were followed by disappointing losses against 
Tonga (19-27 in Lautoka and Scotland (17-54) 
at Murrayfield. A thumping 68-7 demolition 
or Uruguay at Hartpury College preceded 
their toughest task of the year, France at the 
Stade De France which ended in a stunning 
21-14 victory.

WORLD CUP HIGHLIGHT?
They’ve twice reached the Quarter Final 
stages of the Rugby World Cup, initially in 
1987 and latterly the 2007 edition in France. 
The second of those forays into the last 
eight was probably their most memorable, 
as they stunned Wales in their pool match, 
knocking the Dragons out of the competition 
with a heart-stopping 38-34 success. The 
kicking of Nicky Little was the difference, the 
flyhalf landing three conversions and four 
penalties to set up a clash with South Africa. 
They pushed the Springboks too, eventually 
succumbing 37-20 at the Stade Velodrome in 
Marseille. 

WORLD CUP DOSSIER
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WORLD CUP LOWLIGHT?
Probably their 1991 loss to Romania at the 
Parc Municipal des Sports in Brive, Fiji, after 
reaching the Quarter Finals in 1987, the Pacific 
Islanders had high hopes in the second Rugby 
World Cup four years later but were bundled 
out in the pool stages, losing to Canada (3-13), 
France (9-33) and the Romanians. Two tries 
from Opeti Turuva weren’t enough for the 
Fijians who fell to what was a shock defeat, 
one of only six the Europeans have recorded 
in 27 attempts at the Finals. 
 

FAMOUS FACE?
There’s a few to pick from here. We could 
plump for their record points scorer and 
record cap holder, Nicky Little who plundered 
670 points via two tries, 117 conversions, 
140 penalties and two drop goals, from 71 
matches, or perhaps centre Vereniki Goneva, 
whose twenty tries in 54 internationals see 
him top the try scorers list. Perhaps though, 
Nemani Nadolo’s nineteen tries in only thirty 
games bumps him to the top of the list, 
although its all rather subjective of course. 

SUPERSTAR?
Possibly former Rugby League star Semi 
Radradra who is now lighting up the Top14 
in France with Bordeaux-Begles after playing 
for Toulon for whom he, ironically, made his 
debut against his future club. Radradra played 

94 times for the Parramatta Eels in the 
NRL, bagging an incredible 84 tries, before 
switching to Union and moving to Europe. 
Radradra was named in the Fiji squad for 
the 2018 London Sevens tournament and 
scored three tries in total, winning the title 
and beating South Africa 21–17 in the Final 
at Twickenham.

HAVE WE MET BEFORE?
The two countries have played in 21 
occasions with Australia winning eighteen 
and Fiji winning twice. They first met on 26 
July 1952 at the Sydney Cricket Ground, part 
of the 1952 Fijian Tour of Australia, with the 
Wallabies winning 15-9. Fiji’s first win in the 
series came a week later, 9 August 1952, 
when the exacted revenge with a shock 17-
15 success at the same venue. The most 
recent encounter was on 10 June 2017 at 
AAMI Park in Melbourne when the Wallabies 
won 37-14, the match in which Joe Powell 
made his international debut. The teams 
have met twice in the Rugby World Cup, 
Australia winning both times. In the pool 
stages of the 2007 edition in France, the 
Wallabies won 55-12 in Montpellier, whilst 
eight years later at the Millennium Stadium 
in Cardiff, Australia won the Pool A match 28-
13.
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In a special edition of The World of Rugby: South 
Africa this week, we bring you news of a South 
African talent lighting up the European scene 
courtesy of www.nzherald.co.nz. 

Standing at just 1.72m and weighing 74kg in a sport 
where size is valued the biggest asset, Cheslin 
Kolbe is breaking down rugby's stereotypes. And 
after being overlooked by the Springboks for five 
seasons due to his lack of physical stature, Kolbe 
has now been hailed as one of the most dynamic 
players in European rugby and is set on making 
South Africa's 2019 Rugby World Cup squad. The 
Cape Town-born star's attacking flair and speed 
has earned him top performances for Toulouse 
in the European Champions Cup and Top 14 this 
season.

Kolbe displayed his talents again recently with a 
memorable try in Toulouse's remarkable victory 
over Clermont. Exploding through the defence and 
beating down five defenders, Kolbe raced away to 
score what was later described an "unbelievable" 
try. “He can make something out of nothing,” 
Toulouse's Scottish lock Richie Gray said, “It's silly 
stuff and you can't believe it's possible. You can't 
touch him in training; you just try to tackle his 
shadow and that is the best you can do!”

Insisting size was never an issue for him, Kolbe 
explained to RugbyPass.com how he used what 
should be considered his weakness into a strength. 
“Everyone is quite obsessed with size back home, 

everyone wants to be bigger than the next 
person,” Kolbe, who won Olympic rugby sevens 
bronze with South Africa in Rio in 2016, said. “I 
don't believe that's the way forward. Why do you 
have to be 90kg, 100kg to make it? I believe this 
game has a place for each and every player if they 
have the right attitude and mindset. I had a lot of 
arguments about being too small for professional 
rugby. People told me I would never make it, and 
to me, that was just an opportunity, it just excited 
me to prove people wrong.”

Having made his Springboks debut last year Kolbe 
is on track for World Cup selection. “We are 
blessed with lots of quality outside backs in South 
Africa and I see that as a positive for all of us, 
because that keeps us all on our toes and can just 
improve each and everyone's game,” Kolbe said. 
“Definitely giving everything I have to be part of 
the 2019 RWC in Japan and will just play the best 
rugby I can.”

VIEW FROM 
SOUTH AFRICA
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In a special edition of The World of Rugby: New 
Zealand this week, we bring you the story of why 
Richie Mo’unga is considered the most influential 
player in the world courtesy of www.stuff.co.nz. 

Richie Mo'unga is the most influential player 
in the world – tied with Irish blindside Peter 
O'Mahony – while Beauden Barrett doesn't crack 
the top 20 and sits behind the likes of England 
No 10 Owen Farrell. The Crusaders No 10's 
superb past two years have sent him to the top 
of a ground-breaking performance tracking tool 
called the ‘The Rugby Pass Index’ (RPI), created by 
Wellington-based data scientists Dot Loves Data. 
It's the brainchild of Dr Paul Bracewell, a member 
of the famous Bracewell sporting clan, who set 
himself the goal of providing an objective way of 
measuring players' performance.

Mo'unga's current position at the top of the ratings 
is a strong endorsement of his play: Dr Bracewell 
is regarded as "a genius" by New Zealand Rugby 
chief scientist Ken Quarrie and his system has 
been refined over two decades in data science. 
The RPI is a product of impressive depth, covering 
3110 players. Every professional rugby player 
across the globe is tracked and given a score that 
reflects how much they are contributing to their 
team's success. And it's Mo'unga who is leading 
the way along with O'Mahony.

The All Blacks' playmaker No 10 has a current 
score of 93. In New Zealand, that puts him ahead 
of Kieran Read, Jack Goodhue, Ardie Savea and 

Codie Taylor, who round out the Kiwi top five. All 
Blacks No 10 Barrett has a score of 89, the sixth-
highest among New Zealand players and joint 25th 
in the world. Farrell has a score of 92, making him 
the 12th most influential player on the planet. Dr 
Bracewell's tool – which is highly user-friendly and 
searchable – is an innovative way to explain the 
game that goes far beyond the stale old 'metres 
ran' and 'tackles made' analysis.

It applies science to the old adage of 'winning the 
big moments' and throws up a whole range of 
fascinating findings. “The way the whole system 
is structured is all geared around predictivity,” he 
says. “That helps us go through and makes sure 
we can test that what we've built makes sense. If 
these ratings talk about how good someone is it 
should give an indication of how you would expect 
them to perform in next week's game or why they 
should be picked for certain teams. So, we use 
all those pieces of evidence to make sure that 
everything is weighted in the right way to make 
sure we are telling the right story and it is helping 
us to quantify who is likely to win and why.”

VIEW FROM 
NEW ZEALAND
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SARACENS TO MEET LEINSTER IN EUROPEAN 
FINAL

Johnny Sexton returned to action and top form to 
lead holders Leinster to the European Champions 
Cup final on Sunday, outclassing Toulouse 30-12 in 
a clash of the competition's two most successful 
teams. The Leinster captain, who had not played 
for the province this year and was out of form 
at the Six Nations, looked back to his old self at 
the Aviva Stadium, controlling possession and 
kicking near flawlessly in a man of the match 
performance.

Two Scott Fardy tries and one for James Lowe 
mean Leinster will take their bid to surpass 
Toulouse and become the first team to win five 
European titles to St James' Park, Newcastle on 
May 11 where they face Saracens, champions in 
2016 and 2017. Saracens produced a powerful 
second half surge to reach their third Champions 
Cup final in four seasons by beating Munster 32-
16 at the Ricoh Arena on Saturday. The English 
champions edged a tight first half 12-9 thanks to 
four Owen Farrell penalties, with Munster's Tyler 
Bleyendaal kicking six points and Conor Murray 
adding three more. The match burst into life after 
the interval when flanker Michael Rhodes crossed 
to extend the Saracens lead, and Farrell kicked 
two more penalties. Darren Sweetnam, who 
came in for the injured Keith Earls, crossed for a 
try against the run of play with 20 minutes left, 
before Billy Vunipola, who was booed by Munster 
fans for his controversial social media comments 
last week, crossed for the second Saracens try.

WORLD OF RUGBY: GLOBAL NEWS
CLERMONT AND LA ROCHELLE IN ALL FRENCH 
CHALLENGE FINAL
Clermont Auvergne proved too strong for 
Premiership side Harlequins in the European 
Challenge Cup semi-final. Tries from Fritz Lee and 
Damian Penaud gave the Top 14 side the perfect 
platform to lead 26-8 at the break. Despite tries 
from Mike Brown, Chris Robshaw, James Lang 
and Alex Dombrandt, Quins could not complete a 
memorable comeback after trailing 32-8. Morgan 
Parra notched 16 points with his boot for the hosts 
alongside two early drop goals from Camille Lopez. 
Clermont will face La Rochelle in an all-French 
final in Newcastle in May after they beat Sale 24-
20 in the other semi-final. La Rochelle hung on to 
beat Premiership side Sale in a thrilling semi-final 
in France to reach their first European Challenge 
Cup final. Both sides were awarded a penalty try 
and had a man sin-binned in a first half that ended 
17-17, with La Rochelle's Kini Murimurivalu and 
Sale's Chris Ashton also grabbing tries. Gregory 
Alldritt's second-half try won it as his side finished 
a man down.

LONDON IRISH PROMOTED TO ENGLISH 
PREMIERSHIP
London Irish have been promoted back to the 
Premiership after beating Championship strugglers 
Richmond 46-7. The Exiles won their 19th game of 
the league campaign to book their top flight place 
with a game to spare. First-half tries from Albert 
Tuisue, Bryce Campbell and a brace from winger 
Ben Loader secured a bonus point. Former Sale 
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OUTGOING PREMIERSHIP BOSS SAYS GLOBAL 
CLUB MATCHES WILL HAPPEN
Regular matches between club sides across the 
world will happen "sooner or later", says outgoing 
Premiership Rugby boss Mark McCafferty. Private 
equity firm CVC have already completed a 27% 
purchase of the English league and are in talks 
with the Pro 14 about buying a stake in that 
league. Cross-hemisphere matches could form 
part of CVC's vision for the future. “Eventually 
I'm sure there will be club games on a reasonably 
regular basis between.” He added to BBC Radio 
5 Live: “That is going to happen sooner or later 
because I still think the big unanswered question 
in rugby is 'which is the best club side in the 
world?' No-one answers that because they don't 
ever play. That is one of the things I would love 
to see happen at some point.” McCafferty will 
work with CVC as an adviser after he stands 
down from Premiership Rugby after 14 years as 
chief executive. He says he hopes he can help get 
ambitious new proposals over the line, although 
he has warned against adding more matches to 
rugby's crowded calendar.

News articles courtesy of BBC, ESPN Rugby and 
World Rugby

flanker TJ Ioane then crossed for two more tries 
after the break along with captain Josh McNally 
and full-back Alivereti Veitokani. Victory ensured 
second-placed Ealing Trailfinders, who they face 
next Saturday, cannot overhaul their tally of 94 
points. Irish' second promotion in the past three 
years also means they will enjoy Premiership 
rugby in their final season playing home matches 
at Reading's Madejski Stadium. The club will move 
to Brentford's new Community Stadium when it is 
expected to open in August 2020.

ROLLAND CONDUCTS REFEREEING 
MASTERCLASS IN ARGENTINA

World Rugby's High Performance 15s Match 
Official Manager Alain Rolland visited Buenos 
Aires, where he met with Pumas coaching staff and 
conducted a technical workshop with top referees 
in the region. Los Pumas' coaching staff and South 
American-based referees recently benefitted from 
a two-day workshop conducted by World Rugby 
High Performance 15s Match Official Manager 
Alain Rolland during a flying visit to Buenos Aires. 
Los Pumas head coach Mario Ledesma and his 
entourage discussed key refereeing areas of focus 
with Rolland on day one with referees and referee 
coaches from Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Chile 
undertaking a technical workshop the following 
day.



The Choice of the Wallabies

*IRI MarketEdge, Vitamins & Supplements Scan Data (AU Pharmacy + AU Grocery), Dollars, MAT 30/12/2018.

PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.
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FIXTURES, RESULTS AND STATISTICS
Everything you need to know 
regarding the 2019 Super Rugby 
competition fixtures, who we play, 
when and the forthcoming statistics 
that matter.

HOW THEY STAND
The latest Super Rugby Competition 
Ladders from the three Conferences 
in Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa. Who is leading the way and 
who is off the pace?

CLUB STATISTICS 2019
Who’s played the most games? 
Who’s scored the most tries? Who 
leads the points scoring? What 
are your favourite players overall 
statistics? Find out here!

F O R  T H ERECORD
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FIXTURES &
FIXTURES
JANUARY
26 Rebels (h – Fr) W 52-38

FEBRUARY
7 Waratahs (h – Fr) W 34-28
15 Rebels (h) L 27-34
23 Chiefs (h) W 54-17

MARCH
1 Hurricanes (a) L 13-43
8 Rebels (a) L 26-29
15 Waratahs (h) W 19-13
24 Reds (a) L 14-36
30 Bye

APRIL
6 Crusaders (a) L 14-36
13 Lions (h) W 31-20
20 Stormers (a) W 19-17
28 Jaguares (a) L 15-20

MAY
4 Blues (h) 19:45
12 Sunwolves (h) 16:00
18 Bye
24 Bulls (h) 19:45

JUNE 
1 Sunwolves (a) 15:15
8 Waratahs (a) 19:45
15 Reds (h) 19:45

All matches will be screened live and 
exclusive on Fox Sports. Tickets from 
www.ticketek.com.au.

POWELL HITS HALF-CENTURY
Joe Powell brought up his fiftieth Brumbies 
cap in some style, playing a prominent 
part as the Brumbies ripped apart the 
Lions, who have played in the last three 
Super Rugby Grand Finals, at GIO Stadium. 
The scrumhalf played 67 minutes of the 
match against the South Africans, before 
being replaced by Matt Lucas, and was in 
sparkling form as the home side won their 
third home match in succession following 
wins over the Waratahs and the Chiefs.  

FIRST BRUMBIES START FOR BROWN
Flanker Jahrome Brown made his first start 
for the club ion the epic 19-17 win over 
the Stormers at Newlands in Cape Town 
whilst on tour. Drafted in after injuries to 
Lachlan McCaffrey and David Pocock ruled 
them out of the match in South Africa, 
Brown responded magnificently and was 
named as the Samsung Man of the Match, 
taking home a brand new phone for his 
achievement. 

STATISTICS
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HOW THEY STANDIN 2019

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Rebels 9 5 0 4 252 228 +24 4 24
2 Waratahs 9 4 0 5 207 204 +3 4 20
3 Brumbies 10 4 0 6 232 265 -33 4 20
4 Reds 9 4 0 5 185 207 -16 2 18
5 Sunwolves 10 2 0 8 214 342 -128 3 11

Australian Conference

New Zealand Conference

South African Conference

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Crusaders 10 8 1 1 300 153 +147 5 39
2 Hurricanes 10 7 1 2 282 245 +37 2 32
3 Highlanders 10 4 1 5 254 226 +28 5 23
4 Blues 9 4 0 5 206 214 -8 4 20
5 Chiefs 10 3 1 6 265 340 -75 3 17

# Team P W D L F A PD BP PTS
1 Sharks 10 5 0 5 236 195 +41 6 26
2 Bulls 9 5 0 3 210 167 +42 3 24
3 Jaguares 9 5 0 5 233 220 +13 3 23
4 Stormers 10 5 0 5 204 224 -20 2 23
5 Lions 10 5 0 4 232 287 -55 3 22



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU
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C L U B  S TAT S
Name 2019 APPS 2019 PTS CAREER APPS CAREER PTS

Allan ALAALATOA 8 5 – 1t 67 10 – 2t

Rory ARNOLD 9 10 – 2t 67 35 – 7t

Tom BANKS 10 20 – 4t 38 80 – 16t

Jahrome BROWN 5 5 – 1t 5 5 – 1t

Sam CARTER 9 5 – 1t 114 45 – 9t

Tom CUSACK 9 - 26 10 – 2t

Murray DOUGLAS 6 - 16 -

Blake ENEVER 4 - 49 5 – 1t

Folau FAINGA’A 9 35 – 7t 22 50 – 10t

Vunipola FIFITA 1 - 1 -

Mack HANSEN 1 - 1 -

Wharenui HAWERA 5 4 – 2c 36 190 ¬– 2t, 42c, 32p

Ben HYNE - - 5 -

Len IKITAU - - 0 -

Jordan JACKSON-HOPE 3 - 14 5 – 1t

Bayley KUENZLE - - 0 -

Tevita KURIDRANI 11 20 – 4t 115 125 – 25t

Christian LEALIIFANO 9 51 – 1t, 20c, 3p 142 899 – 20t, 164c, 155p, 2dg

Leslie LEULUAIALII-MAKIN 9 - 42 -

Noah LOLESIO - - 0 -

Ryan LONERGAN 2 - 3 -

Matt LUCAS 8 - 57 16 – 2t, 3c

Josh MANN-REA 9 5 – 1t 69 40 – 8t

Lachlan MCCAFFREY 7 10 – 2t 35 30 – 6t

Connal MCINERNEY 2 - 8 -

Andrew MUIRHEAD 7 - 21 30 – 6t

Chance PENI 3 10 – 2t 17 45 – 9t

David POCOCK 3 - 112 95 – 19t

Joe POWELL 10 - 52 15 – 3t

Toni PULU 5 5 – 1t 36 75 – 15t

Tom ROSS 3 - 3 -

Pete SAMU 10 5 – 1t 43 50 – 10t 

Irae SIMONE 8 - 18 -

Scott SIO 9 - 94 20 – 4t

James SLIPPER 10 - 114 25 – 5t 

Henry SPEIGHT 8 10 – 2t 116 215 – 43t

Darcy SWAIN 5 - 6 -

Lausii TALIAULI 2 - 25 30 – 6t

Rob VALETINI 4 5 – 1t 7 10 – 2t

Tom WRIGHT 6 10 – 2t 6 10 – 2t



74

Your Brumbies 
LIVE, every round. 

#SUPERSEASON

Foxtel marks used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd. 

I want it all
✓ Super Rugby: Every game LIVE
✓ Rugby Championship: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby World Cup: Every match LIVE
✓ Rugby Sevens World Tour: Every stop LIVE

WHAT YOU MAY 
HAVE MISSED

The Plus500 Brumbies claimed back-to-back 
victories over South African opposition to 
keep alive hopes of success in the Australian 
Conference. The Brumbies returned to 
winning ways, celebrating scrumhalf Joe 
Powell’s fiftieth Super Rugby match with 
a victory over the Lions at GIO Stadium in 
Canberra. After conceding the first try, and 
losing centre Tom Wright to the sin-bin after 
only five minutes, the Brumbies never looked 
back, racing out to an 11-point lead at half 
time which they held onto through the second 
half. Playing in his half-century of Super Rugby 
matches with the Brumbies, Powell put in a 
stellar performance to earn man of the match 
including a try assist and three broken tackles.

The club followed that up with an epic success 
at Newlands in Cape Town, downing the 
Stormers 19-17 with a gritty, determined and 
gutsy performance that will go down in the 
annals of Brumbies history as one of the best 
away wins the team has ever recorded. Forced 
to make 226 tackles in a defensive display 
for the ages, the visitors tackled their hearts 
out, running themselves into a standstill and 

putting their bodies on the line to make it back-
to-back wins for the first time in 2019.  Taking 
their chances when they were presented, the 
Brumbies were on the back-foot for large parts of 
the contest, but still came away with three tries. 
We will wrap-up the news from the match with 
the Jaguares in our next issue.

RESULTS
Super Rugby R9: Plus500 Brumbies (19) 31 (T: 
McCaffrey, Pulu, Kuridrani, Banks, Wright, C: 
Lealiifano (3)) Lions (8) 20 (T: Dyantyi, Jantjies, 
Mahuza, C: Jantjies, P: Jantjies)

Super Rugby R10: Stormers (10) 17 (T: Louw, 
Penalty-Try, C: Stander, P: Stander) Plus500 
Brumbies (12) 19 (T: Samu, Arnold, Banks, C: 
Lealiifano (2))
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