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B R U M B I E SMATCH DAY PROGRAM 2020 SUPER RUGBY AU, ISSUE 2
COACHES Q&A
Plus500 Brumbies Head Coach Dan McKellar us his thoughts 
ahead of tonight’s epic encounter at GIO Stadium.

BRUMBIES JOURNEY: BAYLEY KUENZLE
Bayley Kuenzle will steer the Brumbies attack from flyhalf 
tonight. Find out more about his journey to the Brumbies 
here.  

MATCH PREVIEW
It’s a huge game in the context of the Super Rugby AU 
season. Touch up on all the implications in our match 
preview. 

TEAMS: BRUMBIES V REDS
Two sides filled with some of the best emerging talent 
in Australian Rugby. See Dan McKellar and Brad Thorne’s 
selections here.

BRUMBIES IN THE COMMUNITY
Rugby in the ACT & SNSW goes beyond the Brumbies. See 
what’s been happening in our community, here.

UPCOMING FIXTURES
As we move into the second half of the Super Rugby AU 
season, the action is coming thick and fast. Next up for the 
Plus500 Brumbies, a return meeting with the Melbourne 
Rebels. 

Plus500 BRUMBIES RUGBY
Established: 1996
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They’ve been excellent again. I thought Tuesday was particularly good. Our non-starters and 
the guys outside of the 23 really challenged the boys and it was a really physical hit-out, 
almost mimicking the intensity we’ll see out there (tonight).  
 
That lead into Wednesday and then a really good captain’s run Friday back here at GIO 
Stadium.  It’s certainly not been perfect you know; we still have a lot of work ons and things 
we’ll need to execute right on the night but overall, yep pleased with how we’ve trained this 
week.  

Well look we have to scrum well, that’s the reality.  
 
Their game is built around their scrum, you know, force a penalty, 
kick to the corner and look to run over the top of teams from 
there. They’ve got some seriously powerful forwards in there, 
obviously your Taniela Tupou’s and Lukhan Salakaia-Loto’s being 
big physical ball carriers but they’ve got threats across the park.  
 
The other area we have to be really conscious of is just around 
that breakdown area, in attack and defence to be honest. They’re 
always looking for opportunities to test you close to the ruck in 
attack and with Liam Wright there, and Fraser (McCreight) coming 
off the bench they’ll be hard at our ball all night, so we have to be 
clinical in that area.
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They’re all tough to be honest. Other than a few 
positions there’s always a decision to be made there. 
We have a core group of about 26 players who have 
been good for us since restarting, and the whole squad 
really are looking to push each other for places every 
week.  
 
With the back-three for example, I’ve spoken to them 
as a group and individually this week. Backrow same 
thing. You look at Will Miller, came in against the Force 
and was one of our best so he deserves another crack 
this week.  
 
Sol (Kata) will be better for his run last week but again, 
it’s been very very difficult to leave Andy Muirhead out 
of that starting group because he’s been so good for us.  
 
In today’s game, you have to have a squad mentality as 
coaches and as players really. Whether you’re a starter 
or a finisher, your role is your role and it’s about the 
team in the end.  

I’m massively excited for it to be honest, both for 
our boys and for what it means for the future of 
the game in Australia.  
 
You’ve got two sides there full of young talent 
and guys ready to take that next step. From guys 
like Folau being a young test player, to Frosty and 
Darce just making their way in Super Rugby, it’s 
exciting to see.  
 
They’ve got those as well, Wright, McDermott 
and Petaia coming back in. It should be an exciting 
game for fans to see the next generation taking 
each other on.  



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU

Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations
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Rork Projects’ national reach and demonstrable experience 
enables it to successfully deliver diverse fit-out, refurbishment 
and design and construct projects across a broad range of 
industry sectors.

Rork Project’s ACT General Manager Scott Lamb (pictured 
bottom left) is co-ordinating a diverse range of current projects 
here in Canberra including the ACT Government’s City Walk 
Upgrade and Landscaping project, fit -out and security upgrades 
at the High Court of Australia and major mechanical upgrades 
to the Australian Institute of Sport’s Visitors Centre and  AIS 
gymnasium / volleyball courts and the high performance 
athletes pool. Recent completed projects include roof 
replacements to multiple buildings at ADFA, Westpac’s Civic 
Quarter Office and also infrastructure upgrades works for CIT 
Fyshwick and Bruce campuses. 

As an Indigenous Business, Rork Projects’ vision is to 
meaningfully engage with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to build reciprocal capacity, leverage on and create 
opportunities for Indigenous employment and businesses from 
procurement.

See our story: rorkprojects.com.au

From unassuming beginnings in Canberra, Rork Projects has 
established itself as one of Australia’s prominent Indigenous 
construction companies. 

For over two decades, Rork Projects has offered comprehensive 
and tailored solutions across the education, medical, corporate 
and government sectors. 

The multi award-winning business now proudly boasts some 85 
staff working across offices in Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne and 
Brisbane - who run up to 30 projects at any one time all over the 
country.

Co-owned by Canberrans Brian O’Rourke and John Paul Janke, 
Rork Projects’ excellence in quality and service has been 
recognised with a number of outstanding industry awards.

The rise and rise of 
Rork Projects

RORK PROJECTS PROUDLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF 
THE ACT - THE NGUNNAWAL PEOPLE  - AND WE PAY RESPECTS TO THEIR ELDERS 
PAST AND PRESENT AND THEIR CONTINUING TRADITIONS ON COUNTRY.
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The Plus500 Brumbies are proud 
to reveal our first every Indigenous 
playing jersey and a Retro jersey to 
celebrate 25 years of Super Rugby.

The side will run out in the Indigenous 
jersey, designed by local artist Budda 
Connors, against the Queensland Reds 
at GIO Stadium tonight. 

The predominantly white strip 
features our region's iconic Brindabella 
Mountain Range with the hooves 
of wild Brumbies morphing into the 
footprints of the 10 Indigenous men 
to have played for the club who are 
represented by the 'U' shapes around 
the circular meeting place in the centre.

The design is based on the 2020 
captain's run shirt, the third Indigenous 
shirt the side has worn for their final 
training session before each game day.

Plus500 Brumbies winger and proud 
Indigenous man, Andy Muirhead said: 
""Being indigenous myself it's pretty 
special, hopefully I get a chance to wear 
it on the field if selected and if not I know 
the boys will be happy to wear it and 
represent the Indigenous community." 

"We've got a really diverse group here 
and something we do well is recognise 
that with the likes of the Pasifika jersey 
and this Indigenous jersey, they're always 
special weeks.

"At the start of lockdown we weren't sure 
if we were going to be able to wear this 
jersey in 2020 so to be able to know we 
will is really exciting for everyone in the 
squad." 



    

2020 Vodafone Super Rugby AU
Every Brumbies game live and ad-break free during play 

All in one place
 Foxtel

Foxtel marks are used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd.  SPR0047

SPR0047_SuperRugby_FPC_Brumbies_148x210_FA.indd   1 21/7/20   12:03 pm
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During the offseason, as fans and pundits 
wondered who would take over the 
Brumbies flyhalf reigns from Christian 
Lealiifano, Dan McKellar was adamant 
about one thing.  
 
“We will back our young guys.” 
 
He gave no promises, nor did he tip his 
hat in any direction. He only assured the 
Brumbies stock of fledgling fly’s that they 
would be given a chance to prove they had 
what it took.  
 

Noah Lolesio earned first crack at the 10 
jersey but clipping at his heel through 
the NRC and preseason, was Bayle 
Kuenzle.  
 
Last week against the Western Force, 
and in 60 minutes in a gutsy win over 
the Waratahs, Kuenzle showed why his 
reputation has been steadily growing, 
and that the Brumbies will be taking no 
steps back with him at the wheel.  
 
Though this is first season playing in the 
topflight, Kuenzle has been with the 
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Brumbies for two years now, developing 
in the background in 2019 as Lealiifano 
steered the club to a Super Rugby semi-
final.  
 
It was a transition season for BK, on and 
off the field. Living in Canberra, away 
from his home in Sydney, Kuenzle was 
given permission to continue playing his 
footy in the Shute Shield for Souths.  
 
That allowed Kuenzle to stay connected 
to family Sydneyside, while immersing 
himself in the Brumbies family.  
 
He certainly showed flashes in Brumbies 
colours on Runners duty, but away from 
the ACT, Kuenzle was carving it up in 
Sydney, albeit in a struggling Souths 
outfit.  
 
Now attached to Royals in Canberra, 
Kuenzle is now fully at home in the 
capital, and made his debut for the club 
in round two pre-COVID.  
 
It was the culmination of a journey which 
saw him overlooked by other franchises 
despite being a valuable contributor to 
the Junior Wallabies in 2018.  
 

It’s the age-old Brumbies story, the type 
that has made the club what it is. A young 
guy, looking for an opportunity, who is 
willing to work for it and take it when he 
gets it.  
 
Kuenzle has seven more weeks to own that 
Brumbies jersey, and to establish himself 
as a core member of Dan McKellar’s side.  
 
More importantly, it’s not hyperbole to 
say Test rugby is within his grasp. Lolesio 
was already a Player of National interest, 
and Kuenzle was close by. If the Brumbies 
go on and win Super Rugby AU, he may 
see his name added to that list.  





17

Having already met this season in round 
one pre-COVID, there will be a sense of 
familiarity between the the Brumbies and the 
Queensland Reds, and though the Brumbies 
retain bragging rights due to their 27-24 
victory in January, since the restart of the 
season, the Reds are unbeaten and will most 
certainly make tonight’s fixture, a real fight.

Such is the nature of the Super Rugby AU 
sprint; this game holds real significance for 
the rest of the season. The Brumbies hold 
a four-point lead over Queensland and 
victory would see them open up a significant 
cushion heading into the second half of the 
competition.

A loss, however, would mar the Brumbies 
perfect start to the new tournament, and 
heap pressure on Dan McKellar’s side 
heading into a tough game against the Rebels 
in round six.

McKellar will know how crucial finishing top 
of the heap could be in Super Rugby AU. 
Rugby is normally done and dusted by this 
time of the year, meaning visiting teams get 
but a taste of the bitterly cold conditions at 
GIO Stadium but this season, we’re in the 
thick of it, and no team will want to travel to 
Canberra for the finals.

There’s also the added fizz of the fight for 
Wallabies positions. The Reds have a number 
of young upstarts who will be keen to earn their 
first Gold jersey, and the Brumbies will know 
that individually their best hope of earning Test 
selection will be to win as a team.

Some of the individual battles are fascinating. 
Daugunu and Wright, not necessarily on opposite 
wings but both hoping to be the standout 
pacemen on the park.

Harry Wilson wanting to get one over on our own 
Pistol Pete Samu. Joe Powell vs Tate McDermott. 
Valetini v Wright, not to mention Taniela Tupou 
and Scotty Sio locking horns.

If Super Rugby AU is to mimic Test footy at any 
point in the regular season, tonight will be the 
night.

With success, comes rivalry with those closest to 
you. The Waratahs will always be the Brumbies 
nemesis, but the Reds are becoming a ‘Thorne’ 
in the Brumbies side in the fight for Aussie 
dominance.

For both teams, it’s a chance to stamp authority, 
and it is going to be manic out there at GIO 
Stadium.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Connal McInerney
 James Slipper
 Tom Ross
 Tom Cusack
 Lachlan McCaffrey
 Issak Fines
 Mack Hansen
 Andy Muirhead

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Scott Sio
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa (C)
Darcy Swain
Nick Frost
Rob Valetini
Will Miller
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Bayley Kuenzle
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Solomone Kata
Tom Banks

REFEREE: 
Nic Berry

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
Jordan Way



19

Match Officials:

Replacements
 Alex Mafi
 Feao Fotuaika
 Jack Straker
 Ryan Smith
 Fraser McReight
 Tate McDermott
 Bryce Hegarty
 Jordan Petaia

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Dane Zander 
Brandon Paenga-Amosa 
Taniela Tupou 
Angus Blyth
Lukhan Salakaia-Loto
Angus Scott-Young
Liam Wright (c)
Harry Wilson
Scott Malolua
James O’Connor
Filipo Daugunu
Hamish Stewart
Hunter Paisami
Chris Feauia-Sautia
Jock Campbell 

AR2: 
Reuben Keane

TMO: 
Ian Smith
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*Available for NSW, VIC and ACT account holders only. Think! About your choices. Call Gambler’s Help,  
Gambling Help or the ACT Gambling Counselling & Support Service on 1800 858 858 www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au  

or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au. Know when to stop. Don’t go over the top. Gamble Responsibly.

Available on Head to 

Head, Line, Margin  

& Total Match Points

 GET THE EDGE 

ON BRUMBIES 

GAMES!
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For more information, visit
POPLARS.COM.AU

BUSINESS PARK 
AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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The premier first grade competition, the John 
I Dent Cup, has had a sensational start with 
some big results across the opening matches. 

Round one was headlined by a stunning come 
from behind win for the Uni-North Owls 
over the defending champions, the Canberra 
Royals. Brumbies Academy star, Billy Pollard, 
spearheaded the Owls attack as the side scored 
three times in the final five minutes.  

Competition heavyweights Tuggeranong Vikings 
sent a massive opening round statement to the 
rest of the competition, easily dispatching the 
Queanbeyan Whites with a dominant 45-7 win. 
Academy stars Bo Abra and Isaac Henry starred 
for the side, as they cruised to victory at home. 

A see-sawing encounter at Jamison Oval closed 
out round one, the Gungahlin Eagles holding 
on for a seven-point win over Wests. Brendan 
Taueki got the ball rolling early with a double 
inside the opening five minutes before Wests 
hit back with a double from Alan Wratten. 

But it was the efforts of Gungahlin number 8 
Tamati Ioane, and his second half double that 
guided the visitors the Eagles to a strong win 
away from home.  

Round two was headlined by the much-
anticipated Grand Final rematch of Vikings v 

Royals. After a tense start, the Vikings ran away 
with the game going out to a 27-point lead. 
Not to be out done, the Royals turned on the 
afterburners with three tries in the last ten 
minutes but ultimately fell short to a strong 
Vikings defence.  

The Owls hosted the Wests in a tight match 
that went right down to the wire. After Owls 
got two tries in the early stages of the game, 
Wests hit back with two of their own to level 
proceedings.  

A late try would not be enough however, as the 
Uni-North Owls held on for a memorable three-
point win to keep their unbeaten start to the 
season. 

The Gungahlin Eagles and the Queanbeyan 
Whites played out a thrilling encounter at 
Nicholls enclosed. After an even first half, the 
Whites ran away with it in the second half to 
win by 15 points.  

The Whites looked a vastly improved side from 
their round one drubbing at the hands of the 
Vikings, proving that they can score points and 
hold out the opposition when needed. 

With a shortened season, early momentum is 
crucial for every side if they want to be there 
at the end. 
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PROUD TO BE
OFFICIAL KIT 
SUPPLIER 
TO BRUMBIES

CONTACT US FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 

Office 1B, The Precinct, 
539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, 
E: abrophy@oneills.com  

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia
IG: oneillssportsau   
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PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.

Enjoy your rugby experience within a lounge, with premium seating and food & beverage packaging.



At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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Cadeyrn Neville continues his rehab 
having missed the first three games of 
Super Rugby AU. 

The towering Lock was an instant 
success with the Plus500 Brumbies pre-
COVID, but sustained an ankle injury 
upon returning to HQ, ruling him out 
indefinitely. 

Neville is expected to return in time for 
the end of Super Rugby AU, a welcome 
addition with young pairing Darcy 
Swain and Nick Frost as well as Ben 
Hyne, holding down the lineout for the 
time being with Murray Douglas also 
unavailable through injury. 

Elsewhere, Ryan Lonergan is close to 
returning to full action after his recent 
struggles. 

Solomone Kata got through 50 minutes 
of rugby against the Western Force, 
and after training well all week, the 
powerhouse winger will take his place on 
the right wing for tonight’s game. 
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