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COACHES Q&A
Get a an insight into the Boss' preparations ahead of 
tonight's matchup in our exclusive Q & A with Plus500 
Brumbies Coach Dan McKellar 

BRUMBIES JOURNEY: MACK HANSEN
Read all about local product Mack Hansen's journey to a 
starting Brumbies jersey, from Daramalan College to GIO 
Stadium.

MATCH PREVIEW
It's round one, version two; here we give you the big 
picture on what promises to be an intriguing encounter 
between two of the form Aussie sides in 2020.

TEAMS: BRUMBIES V REBELS
Hansen starts for the Plus500 Brumbies with Issak Fines 
named for a potential debut, while former Brumby Matt 
To'omua makes his 100th appearance in Super Rugby. 

COMMUNITY RUGBY
The John I Dent Cup is just around the corner, and we have 
all the information on it's return in our Community Rugby 
section.  

UPCOMING FIXTURES
Brumbies are on the bye next week, but we have a healthy 
run of cracking fixtures to look forward to in 2020. 
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I’m keen mate, really keen! Clearly the world’s been turned upside down to a certain extent 
but rugby wise, we’re really excited to get back on the park. To be fair, when we were allowed 
back in groups of 10, we were excited, and when we got back together as a squad it was the 
same. It’s been pretty seamless. Players and staff have been outstanding in terms of attitude 
and application, making sure we’re ready to go for round one, version two I suppose.

Definitely, and in some ways mate it’s more. The players 
want to win something, that’s first and foremost but 
it’s Aussie derbies every week with Wallabies spots up 
for grabs.
 
I’ve said it before but if you can’t get up for these 
games, you’re in the wrong profession.
 
You know, our game was in a really tough place there 
for a while. There was a time when we all believed that 
games might not get played and that would have been 
very difficult to survive so now that we have games to 
play, of course it means everything to us.
 
We get the opportunity to represent our community 
which has been a big part of our vision for 2020. Whilst 
we’ll only have 1500 there (tonight) we know there’s 
1000’s sitting at home and we want to do them proud.
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Not initially to be honest. At that time, my only two 
thoughts were firstly, the boy’s health, mentally and 
physically and my own family’s health of course mate, 
it was a very uncertain time.
 
Obviously then you’re thinking, how does the game 
survive? You know I’m really proud of the job (Phil 
Thomson) and our executive did in looking after our 
people, not making any rash decisions.
 
People have asked me, you must be pulling your hair 
out, the boys were doing so well, and I’ll be honest, of 
course that feeling was there but you have to park that.
 
Trying to organise a professional program when you 
can’t interact with the players is extremely tough, and 
again, our staff particularly John Mitchell have been 
outstanding in that regard.

He’s come a long way Mack. I remember the first 
day he walked in the door, like obviously I’d seen 
him as a schoolkid, but he trained with us pre-
Christmas training and I just remember thinking, 
this kid is a natural footballer.
 
He understands space and opportunity so 
naturally. It’s something we try to coach but he 
has it. He’s played five minutes this level obviously, 
but it was a good five minutes and I’ve full faith 
that he’s ready to go.
 
We’re very deliberate in our program when we put 
someone into that arena, and It’s not necessarily 
about age. He’s been with us for three years now, 
he know’s exactly what’s expected on game day 
and he’s earned his shot in training.



Located close to the heart of the city The Canberra Rex 
Hotel is a 4.5 star property that offers guests a comfortable 
stay with excellent service. With a range of accommodation 
options to choose from including hotel rooms, spacious suites 
and self-contained serviced apartments there are options 
available to suit every traveller. Now home to Canberra’s first 
and only rooftop bar, The Howling Moon, the hotel offers an 
experience that is truly unique to our property.

Special  rates available when you stay with us to  suppor t  your team, 
mention the Br umbies when you book direct  with us to  save

1 5 0  N O R T H B O U R N E  A V E N U E ,  C A N B E R R A  C I T Y  -  4 . 5  S T A R

CONTACT OUR RESERVATIONS TEAM TODAY (02) 6248 5311

T H E  O F F I C I A L  H O T E L  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  B R U M B I E S

WWW.CANBERRAREXHOTEL.COM.AU

Have you seen the new

Monthly Unique readers from 
the Canberra region

540,000+
Tim Gavel Genevieve Jacobs Ian Bushnell

Local News, Sport & Conversations
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ON BEHALF OF THE PLUS500 BRUMBIES, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF OUR 
FRONTLINE HEALTHCARE WORKERS ACROSS AUSTRALIA FOR THEIR INCREDIBLE 
WORK OVER THE PAST MONTHS.

WITHOUT THEM OUR GAME TONIGHT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE.

EVERYONE HAS PLAYED THEIR PART IN HELPING RUGBY’S RETURN TO THE FIELD, AND 
WHILE WE’RE EXCITED TO BE BACK, WE ALL NEED TO REMAIN VIGILANT IN STICKING 
TO THE CURRENT COVID-19 PROTOCOLS SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO ENJOY OUR GREAT 
GAME, IN 2020 AND BEYOND.





    

2020 Vodafone Super Rugby
Every Brumbies game live and ad-break free during play 

Have it all
Call 1300 650 877  

Foxtel marks are used under licence by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd.

SPR0047_SuperRugby_FPC_Brumbies_148x210_FA.indd   1 13/2/20   10:30 am
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Though he’s still just 22-years old, Mack 
Hansen’s first Super Rugby start for his 
boyhood club is a shade under three-years in 
the making. 

Reared in Canberra, the Daramalan College 
product signed his first senior contract with 
the Plus500 Brumbies in 2017, a teenage 
phenom drawing comparisons to Stephen 
Larkham who was tipped to break through 
with little to no hiccups. 

With the pressure of expectation, especially as 
the great homegrown hope, Hansen’s journey 
was always going to be far more difficult than 
first perceived. 

In 2018, his maiden professional season, 
Hansen didn’t see a single second of Super 
Rugby action, with Tom Banks and Andy 
Muirhead occupying the fullback jersey and 
a host of world-class wingers holding up the 
wing spots.

However, Hansen was flourishing behind the 
scenes, continuing his development locally 
with the Gungahlin Eagles and internationally 
as a member of the Junior Wallabies. 

Heading into 2019, opportunity for play was 
still likely to be sparse for Hansen, but a Super 
Rugby debut wasn’t far over the horizon. 
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It took until round five of that season but 
finally Hansen stepped into the Super Rugby 
arena, and of course it had to be against the 
Brumbies fiercest rivals, the Waratahs. 

Incredibly, his childhood friend and fellow 
Dara’ oldboy Tom Ross also made his debut 
for the club that night, both helping the side 
finish off a 19-13 victory over the old enemy. 

Even in that brief stint, Hansen’s potential 
was plain to see. 

Whilst not physically imposing, Hansen has 
an uncanny ability to break tackles and find 
his way through a gap, and more skill in one 
finger than most have in their whole body. 

Hansen has had to be content with that small 
taste of top-level rugby since, but much like 
2018, the rest of his second season with the 
club was not wasted.

Brought in as cover for the Brumbies tour to 
South Africa and Argentina, as well as the 
semi-final trip back to Buenos Aires, Hansen 
had the chance to fully immerse himself 
in the professional game, learning what it 
means to be part of game day.

That experience was invaluable for Hansen, 
and now with his run-on debut looming, the 
moment is likely to be far less daunting for 
the dazzling fullback. 

It’s the stuff of dreams. The kid who was a fan, 
running out at GIO Stadium with a Brumby 
on his chest. Yes, you always remember your 
debut, whether it’s for your local club or the 
Wallabies but your first start is equally special. 

For Hansen, it comes at the expense of 
Tom Banks for round one, and with COVID 
restrictions limiting more of the Eagles army, 
there may not be what it may have been, 
but when the whistle is blown, he will have 
fulfilled at least part of that of his promising 
talent which caught the eyes of Brumbies 
brass back in 2017. 

Don’t be surprised if he looks more comfortable 
than his number of caps would suggest. 
Hansen was made for the big moment and will 
relish the chance to prove himself with 15 on 
his back. 
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Throw out the form guide, forget about the 
first seven rounds of Super Rugby, tonight 
the Plus500 Brumbies start at square one 
against a star-studded Melbourne Rebels. 
Super Rugby in its AU form promises to be 
an attacking thrill ride, full of excitement 
and promise for the future, but the 
Brumbies will be hoping the past repeats 
itself for this tantalising opening encounter.
 
Back in round two, which admittedly feels 
like an eternity ago, the Brumbies outlasted 
the Rebels at GIO Stadium, courtesy of a 
number of well taken tries and a masterful 
performance from rookie flyhalf, Noah 
Lolesio. The Brumbies went on to win five 
of their six fixtures, including a stunning win 
away to the Chiefs and a 47-14 battering of 
the old enemy, the Waratahs. 

But that was then, and this is now. 

The Brumbies welcome a Rebels side 
who were starting to turn a corner before 
shutdown, and on paper, they’ll pose a real 
threat to Dan McKellar’s side.
 
Particularly in the backs, where the Rebels 
boast a number of high-calibre Wallabies, 
including former Brumby Matt To’omua, 
who played 89 of his 100 caps in Super 

Rugby in our nation’s capital. Up front, the 
likes of Matt Phillip and Richard Hardwick will 
be well up for the physical fight, the Rebels 
bench providing sygnificant punch with Rob 
Leota, Trevor Hosea and Wallaby Jermaine 
Ainsley all waiting in the wings.
 
For the good guys, Mack Hansen’s inclusion 
highlights what is a strong Brumbies selection, 
his Gungahlin Eagles teammate Issak Fines in 
line to make his top-flight debut as a reserve. 
Folau Fainga’a’s return bolsters the Brumbies 
up front with Darcy Swain and Tom Cusack also 
returning to the run-on side.
 
In the tight, again at least on paper, you would 
favour the Brumbies, but the Rebels will hope 
they can achieve parity in that area and look to 
launch from their considerable set of outside 
backs. The Rebels will win by picking off tries 
from counterattack and Brumbies mistakes. 
The Brumbies will win by dominating the 
collision area and set-piece, allowing Lolesio 
et al to play on the front foot.
 
It’s an intriguing battle, one which hasn’t really 
got a likely victor. You back the Brumbies pack 
to dominate, and get the job done but this 
Rebels outfit are serious operators, and they 
can beat anyone on their day.
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Connal McInerney
 Scott Sio
 Tom Ross
 Lachlan McCaffrey
 Will Miller
 Issak Fines
 Bayley Kuenzle
 Len Ikitau

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

James Slipper
Folau Fainga'a
Allan Alaalatoa (C)
Darcy Swain
Murray Douglas
Rob Valetini
Tom Cusack
Pete Samu
Joe Powell
Noah Lolesio
Tom Wright
Irae Simone
Tevita Kuridrani
Andy Muirhead
Mack Hansen

REFEREE: 
Angus Gardener

ASSISTANT REFEREE: 
Amy Perret
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Match Officials:

Replacements
 Efitusi Maafu
 Cameron Orr
 Jermaine Ainsley
 Trevor Hosea
 Esei Haangana
 Rob Leota
 Frank Lomani
 Andrew Deegan

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

STARTING XV

Matt Gibbon
Jordan Uelese
Pone Fa’amausili
Matt Philip
Michael Stolberg
Josh Kemeny
Richard Hardwick
Michael Wells
Ryan Louwrens
Matt To’omua
Marika Koroibete
Billy Meakes
Reece Hodge
Andrew Kellaway
Dane Haylett-Petty (C)

AR2: 
Reuben Keane

TMO: 
James Leckie



*Available for NSW, VIC and ACT account holders only. Think! About your choices. Call Gambler’s Help,  
Gambling Help or the ACT Gambling Counselling & Support Service on 1800 858 858 www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au  

or www.gamblinghelponline.org.au. Know when to stop. Don’t go over the top. Gamble Responsibly.

Available on Head to 

Head, Line, Margin  

& Total Match Points

 GET THE EDGE 

ON BRUMBIES 

GAMES!
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V

M A T C H  S T A T I S T I C S



For more information, visit
POPLARS.COM.AU

BUSINESS PARK 
AND RETAIL +
SERVICES PRECINCT
LAND SALE 
OR LEASE

An innovative masterplanned 
precinct providing a business 
hub for growth perfectly placed 
between NSW & ACT
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Club rugby is BACK in the capital from 18 
July, following further easing of COVID-19 
restrictions from the ACT Government.
 
All our local sides are back in full-contact 
training since 19 June giving teams plenty of 
time to prepare for games to commence.
  
 All teams have been adhering to the guidelines 
around training and hygiene standards set out 
in the, ‘Return to Play Framework’, a critical 
measure in Rugby’s return moving forward.
  
Plus500 Brumbies Deputy CEO & General 
Manager of Community Rugby Craig Leseberg 
said:
 
“We’re excited about returning here in the 
ACT and our surrounding regions.
 
“Our clubs have been fantastic in sticking to 
the set protocols, which has allowed us to 
take the next step in getting our competitions 
up and running.
  

“For Rugby to continue and for us to see 
games being played every weekend in 2020, 
we all have to do our bit and continue to 
follow the guidelines to make sure everyone 
involved is safe; players, coaches and all of 
our wonderful volunteers.
 
 “We’re continuing to work with Government 
officials both locally and nationally, as well 
as Rugby Australia, and we look forward to 
confirming each competitions’ draw in the 
near future.”

Head to the John I Dent Cup’s Facebook page 
for the full draw. 
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At Canberra Heel Pain Institute we are 
passionate about two things: Supporting 
our mighty Brumbies and helping our fellow 
Brumbies members resolve their heel pain!

Call us on 02 6162 1130  
or visit www.heelpaincanberra.com.au 

to make a booking at one of our two locations in Braddon or Bruce to get your pain resolved. No referral needed!

Bring this page 
in for a FREE 
pair of orthotic 
thongs with your 
initial consult

Do you or your family suffer from:
Heel and arch pain?
Pain in the morning and after activity are common symptoms which 
can reduce activity levels and increase frustration. We have numerous 
treatment options to ensure rapid resolution of your symptoms.

Kids got issues with feet?
Your children have pain during footy? Limping? Growing type pain is 
common with young footy players but fortunately we can help get 
them back playing pain free!

Seen previous professionals without a result?
It is for this reason that we have a collective group of all disciplines 
(podiatrist, sports doctor, physio, imaging, surgeon) working as part 
of the CHPI team to resolve your pain so you can be confident that no 
matter how bad your pain, we can help!
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The Plus500 Brumbies boast a relatively 
clean bill of health heading into round 
one of Super Rugby AU. 

Skipper Allan Alaalatoa has made a 
full recovery from the broken arm he 
sustained in the Brumbies last outing, 
against the Waratahs in March. 

Front-row partner Folau Fainga’a is also 
fit to take to the field having missed the 
Brumbies final three games of the season 
pre-COVID. 

Light in the lock departments, the 
second row is perhaps the biggest area of 
concern for Dan McKellar, with Cadeyrn 
Neville and Nick Frost unavailable for 
selection. 

Solomone Kata is not too far from being 
back on the field, as well as star fullback 
Tom Banks who returned to non-contact 
training during the week. 



PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.

Enjoy your rugby experience within a lounge, with premium seating and food & beverage packaging.



PROUD TO BE THE OFFICIAL BEER OF THE WALLABIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SUPER RUGBY COMPETITION.



SPORTSWEAR
SPECIALISTS

PROUD TO BE
OFFICIAL KIT 
SUPPLIER 
TO BRUMBIES

CONTACT US FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 

Office 1B, The Precinct, 
539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, 
E: abrophy@oneills.com  

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia
IG: oneillssportsau   



SPORTSWEAR
SPECIALISTS

PROUD TO BE
OFFICIAL KIT 
SUPPLIER 
TO BRUMBIES

CONTACT US FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 

Office 1B, The Precinct, 
539 Greenhill Road,
Hazelwood Park, SA 5066

T: 08 8364 4920, 
E: abrophy@oneills.com  

FB: oneillssportswearaustralasia
IG: oneillssportsau   


